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PREFACE. 



In offering to our brethren this first rolume of " Church 
ttocumenta," the editors are sensible that little need be said 
as to the nature and purposes of the work. They speak for 
themselves, and were, beside, fuily explained in the commence- 
ment of our undertaking. 

It is ctjualiy uimeeessary to speak of its value as furnishing 
-authentic materials for the early history of the I'rotestant 
Episcopal Church in onr country. 

We ask support from our brethren wot from any ex^jccta- 
tion 01- -esire of pecuniary return, to either the editors or the 
publisher. The labors of the first named are gratuitous, and 
the last but asks that he may be reimbursed the moneys ex- 
pended by him in producing the work. A second volume, 
now in press, will complete Connecticut; and the next diocese 
that will engage our attention will, probably, be Maryland. 

In the hope that their plana and efforts may be favorably 
Tiewed by their brethren, the editors commend the under' 
taking to tlieir sympathies and kindness; and, without viola- 
ting propriety by a profusion of promises, ask leave to say no 
more than that they will faithfully give to their brethren such 
documents as they have, with an occasional explanatory note 
snch as, in their view, may help to abetter understanding of 
tho documents themselves. Tlie principle that prompts us to 
our present labour is— "_pro Deo, pro Mcclesia-pro hominum 
salute." 
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CHURCH DOOUMEI^TS. 



cowrarEcxiciJT. 



"What was called New-England, in the times of our early- 
history, comprised the colonies of Connecticut, Massachusetts 
Bay, Plymouth and Rhode Island, witJi Narragansett ; and 
very little was there to be found, in it, of tendencies toward 
tlie Church of England. Episcopacy had, at first, few or no 
friends in New-England. The land had been settled, from 
1620, by Protestant Diasenters of various names, Brownists, 
Independents, Presbyterians, &c. Here and there, indeed, 
might be found one who was bold enough to avow his prefer- 
ence for " Lords Bishops," rather than for " Lords Brethren ;" 
but the country was soon made so uncomfortable a residence 
for him, that he was commonly glad to leave it for a more 
quiet home. Still, some remained, and from one cause or 
another, wliicli it is not necessary liere to detail, Episco- 
palians increased, insomuch that, in 1679, a considerable 
number of that class, who lived in Boston, petitioned King 
Charles II. " that a Church might be allowed in that city, for 
the exercise of religion according to the Church of England." 
The petition was granted. King's Chapel was established, 
and thus the Episcopal Church obtained foothold in Kew- 
England, surrounded with a numerous body of as bitter ene- 
mies as it bas ever encountered on this continent. For years 
it fought hard for every inch of ground it gained. But for 
the Venerable Society for Propagating the Gospel, it had 
probably been entirely vanquished in the contest. Thia 
society was chartered in 1701, and the first help it afforded, 
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in New-Eugiand, was in Connecticut. This help was ren- 
dered tliroiigh the aid of agents, both clerical and lay, who 
belonged to one of the society's missions in New-Torb, on 
the borders of Connecticut ; in which latter colony there 
was not a solitary congregation of Episcopalians, while the 
inhabitants (as one of these agents writes) were, almost with- 
ont exception, "very ignorant of the constitntion of our 
Church, and, therefore, enemies to it." To this agent -we now 
beg leave to introduce our readers. 

ifo name is more honorably conspicuous in the early 
history of the Church, both in New- York and Connectieot, 
than that of Colonel Heatlicote. Our Church MSS., of both 
these States, will present letters enough from his pen to verify 
our statement. Caleb Heatlicote, the first lord of the Manor 
of Scarsdale, was the sixth son of Gilbert Heathcote, Esc[., in 
the county of Derbyshire, and hundred of Scarsdale, England. 
The family is an ancient one, of great worth and respecta- 
bility in Derbyshire. Col, Heathcote was boni at Chester- 
field, in the year 1603, and by his talents and industry in 
mercantile pursuits, " witlt God's blessing, obtained both 
infiuence and a good estate." lie came from England to 
Kew-Tork in 1693 ; and the circumstances which caused his 
emigration were not of an ordinary kind. It is stated in the 
" Documentary History of New-Tork," vol. iv., p. 1039, that 
he was engaged to a very beautiful English lady, to whom 
he introduced his eldest brother, Gilbert. The lady soon 
found that she preferred the elder brother, and broke her 
engagement with the younger. 

Ool. Heathcote immediately left England, and made his 
future home in America. He settled in New- York, and Ids 
career in this country is thus sketched by Mr. Bolton, in his 
interesting history of the Church in "Westchester County; 
" He became a leading man in the colony ; was Judge of 
Westchester, and Colonel of its militia all his life ; first Mayor 
of the borough of "Westchester ; a counsellor of the Province ; 
Mayor of If ew- York for three years ; for a time, commander 
of the colony's forces, and, from 1715 to the time of his death, 
Eeeeiver-General of the customs in North America. He was 
also one of the founders of Trinity Church, New- York ; his 
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name heads the list of its first Vestrymen, in 1697, and lie 
remained in office till 1714. He was elected a memter of 
the Venerable Society for tho Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, iij tlie year 1704, and embraced every oppor- 
tunity of doing service to tlie Chnreb, and, through the 
blessing of God, never let sHp one fair occasion therein, when 
the Provincial Government would give him leave." 

" St, George Talbot, 'Esq., writing to the Secretary of the 
Venerable Society, January 10th, 1707-8, says : ' I wish the 
report were true, that he (Caleb Ileathcote) were appointed 
Governor ; it would be the best news, next to that of the 
Gospel, that ever came over.' " 

" Some time prior to 1704, he erected a stately brick manor- 
house in the village of Mamaronecb, upon what ia still called 
Heathcote Hill, where he continued to reside for tho remain- 
der of his life. From tliie place most of the letters are dated 
which he addressed to tho Venerable Society. Here he was 
reverenced by the poor, esteemed by the Colonial Governors, 
and respected by all. His death, which was very sudden 
and unexpected, took place in the spring of 1721. He was 
buried near the southwest corner of Trinity Church, New- 
York, Tho following obituary notice appeared at the time 
of his decease :" 

"New-Yokk, March Gth, 1731. 

" On the 28th day of February last, died the Hon. Caleb 
Heatlicote, Esq., Surveyor- General of His Majesty's customs 
for the Eastern District of North America, Judge of the 
Court of Admiralty for the Provinces of New- York and New- 
Jersey and the Colony of Connecticut, one of His Majesty's 
Council for the Province of New-York, and brother of Sir 
Gilbert Heathcote, of London. He was a gentleman of rare 
qualities, excellent temper and virtuous life and conversation, 
and his loss lamented by all M'ho knew him ; who, the day of 
Ms death, went about doing good in procuring a charitable 
subscription, in which he made a ycry great progress." 

We gather a few more particulars concerning this most 
worthy gentleman from Mr. Bolton's truly valuable history 
of Westchester County. \Vehave seen tbftt Col. Ileathcote 
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came over in 1693. In 1696 be obtained, "by purchase of 
Anne Eielibell, relict of one John Kichbell, a right to certain 
lands, wliich Eichbell had derived from the Dutch West In- 
dia Company in 1661 ; and in 1701 he purchased of the In- 
dian proprietors, for a valuable consideration, their right and 
title to a largo body of land lying on the Bronx and Mama- 
roneck Rivers ; and the lands included in these two purchases 
united, constituted the manor or lordship of Searsdale, for 
which a royal charter was granted to Col. Heathcote in ItOl. 
The territory thus acq^uired was larger than Bevera"l of the 
smaller principalities of Germany, some of its boundaries 
running uninterruptedly for a length of eighteen miles ; and 
within this little empire the proprietor and lord was empow- 
ered to erect Lis court Icet and court baron, appoint his stew- 
ards and deputies, impose amercements, issue the eustomaiy 
legal process of such courts, distrain for rents, services, &c., 
enjoy all waifs, estrays, deodanda and forfeited goods of 
felons ; and, in short, to be aa near an approximation to the 
ancient lord of feudal times as the more modern laws of Eng- 
land, at that day, would permit. 

Extensive, however, as were these powers of the lord of 
Searsdale, there is no evidence that he abused them to the 
oppression or injury of any one ; for lie seems to have been 
a common benefactor, and a very public-spirited, conscientious 
and useful man, ready for any good work that would benefit 
the community in which he lived. And in no particular was 
tliis latter trait more conspicuous than in his efforts to make 
permanent the institutions and teachings of Christianity. 
There is an amusing account, given by himself, of some of the 
measures to which ho resorted for accomplishing his object, 
lie thus writes : " I shall begin the history of the Church 
from the time I first came among them, which was about 
twelve years ago. I found it the most rude and heathenish 
country I ever saw in my whole life, which called themselves 
Christians — there being not so much as the least marks or 
footsteps of religion of any sort. Sundays were the only 
times set apart by them for all manner of vain sports and 
lewd diversions, and they were grown to such a degree of 
rndenesB, that it was intolerable, I, having then the com- 
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mand of tiie militia, sent an order to all the captains, requir- 
ing them to call their men under arms, and to acquaint them 
that in case they would not in every town agree among them- 
selves to appoint readers, and to pass the Sabbath in the best 
manner they could, till such time as they should he better 
provided, that the captains sliould, every Sunday, call their 
companies under arms, and spend the day in exercise. Where- 
upon it was unanimously agreed, throughout the country, to 
make choice of readers, which they accordingly did, and con- 
tinued in those methods for some time." This was certainly 
a novel illustration of the " Church Militant.^' 

After Col, Heathcote's settlement in New-Tork, (but of the 
precise date wo are ignorant,) he married Martlia, the daugh- 
ter of Col. William Smith, of Long Island, who was com- 
monly known as "Tangier" Smith, fj-om the fact that ho 
had been Governor of Tangier, in Africa. This lady was 
the mother of several cliildrcn, all of whom died withoiit 
issue, except two of the daughters, Anne and Martha, who 
hecame the co-heiresses of Col. Heathcote, Of these, Anne 
married tlie Hon. James De Lancey, Lieut.-Governor of New- 
York, son of one of the Huguenots, Etiennc De Laneey, whom 
the revocation of the edict of Ilfantz had driven to America. 
One of their sons was John Peter De Laneey, who married 
Elizabeth Tloyd, and these were the parents of the Eight 
Kev. Wilham Heathcote De Laneey, tho present able and 
much esteemed Bishop of the diocese of Western New- York. 
The other daughter, Martha, married Lewis Johnston, Esq., 
M. D., of Perth Amboy, New-Jersey. They had four chil- 
dren, John, Anne, Margaret and Heathcote. Of these, Mar- 
garet married, according to Mr. Bolton, the Hon. Bower 
Eeed, " Governor"' of New- Jersey ;* their daughter Maria 
married Joshua Mcllvaine, and these were the parents of the 
Eight Eev. Charles Petit McTIvainc, the gifted and zealous 
Bishop of Ohio. It will thus he seen, that two of our pres- 



• Mr. WMtehead, in hU " Contributjona to East Jersey History," says that Mr. 
Bolton ia in error in tlie Btatement Uiat Mr. Eeed was Goremor of Jersey. He 
never hold that office. He was a highly respected lawyer of Burlington County, 
Mayor of Burlington, Registor-Goncral and Secretory of State of New-Jersey, from 
the KeTOluUouto the time of his death, inTm. 
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ent Biehops are direct descendants of Colonel Ileathcote, and 
ty their pious labors have faithfully endeavoured to perpetu- 
ate and extend that Church, for whieh, in the beginning, Iheir 
honored ancestor did all that he could, in laying the founda- 
tion. Nor ia this all ; according to Mr. Bolton, tlie Eev. 
William Walton, D. D,, of New-Tork, is a great grandson of 
Chief Justice De Laneey, and lias, therefore, tlie hlood of 
Col, Heathcote in hia veins. "We have, therefore, among our 
clergy, three descendants of this worthy gentleman, who 
gave BO much of his time and means to the establifiliment of 
the Church in which they minister. But it is time to let 
Col. Heatheoto speak for himself. 



[Colonel lleathcole in tlie S'ur-itivn. Ej-.traci.'] 

Manor of Scarsdale, Nov. &th, 1705. 
Sir, 

I have heen BO long wandering from one subject to another, 
that I had almost forgot to give you my thoughts of Mr. 
Muirson, whom my Lord of London has sent for this parish. 
lie has been here about three months, in which time he hatli, 
by much, outdone my expectation ; having very fully re- 
trieved all that unfortunate gentleman, Mr. Pritehard, lost ; 
and if he continues so faithful in the discharge of his trust, I 
have not the least doubt but he will be able to give as large 
an account of hia services as any that has been sent over to 
this Province ; and I must do him tho justice to own, that iie 
is deserving of the Society's favours. Tor, as some of his 
parishioners told me, and which I know in a great measure to 
be true, tliat although they have had a great many Ministers 
among them since the settlement of their town, yet Mr. 
Muiraon did more good amongst them the first six weeks 
after his coming, than all they ever had before ; and I ques- 
tion not, but when you have tho particulars of his proceed- 
ings transmitted, you will find what I have said of him to be 
true. 

My principles and natnral temper lead me to do tlie 



•d by Google 



CONNECTICUT 1705. 9 

Cliiirch all tlie service I can, everywhere ; but I dare not 
promise for more than this county at present, and my best 
endeavours in the westernmost towns in Connecticut Colony, 
when the Church is well rooted here. And it has always 
been my opinion, and is so Btill, that there is no part of this 
Province, or even America, that will be of greater use or 
service to have the Church thoroughly settled in ; for it is 
not only largo in extent, and the land very good, but near 
the city. So, consequently, it will in time be a great settle- 
ment. But, bordering on Connecticut, there is no part of 
the continent from whence tiie Church can have so fair an 
opportunity to make impresBions upon the Dissenters in that 
government, who are settled, by their laws, from Eye Parish 
-to Boston Colony, which ia about thirty-five leagues, in which 
there are abundance of people and places. As for Boston 
Colony, I never was in it, so can say little about it. But as 
for Connecticut, I am and have been pretty conversant with it, 
and always was as much in all their good graces as any man ; 
and now that I am on that subject, I will give yon the best 
account I can of that colony. 

It contains, in length, about 140 miles, and has in it about 
forty towns, in each of which there is a Presbyterian or In- 
dependent Minister, settled by law, to whom the people arc 
all obliged to pay, notwithstanding many times the Ministers 
arc not ordained, of which I have known several examples. 
The number of people there is, I believe, about 2,400 souls. 
They have abundance of odd kind of laws, to prevent any 
dissenting from their \!hurch, and endeavour to keep the 
people in as much blindness and unaequaintedness with any 
other religion as possible, but in a more particular manner 
the Church, looking upon her as the most dangerous enemy 
they have to grapple withal, and abundance of pains is taken 
to make the ignorant think as had as possible of her ; and 1 
really believe that more than half the people in that govern- 
ment think our Church to he little better than the Papist, and 
they fail not to improve every little thing against us. But I 
bless God for it, the Society has robbed them of their best 
argument, which was the ill lives of our clergy that eame 
into these parts ; and the truth is, I have not seen many good 
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men, jjMt of the Society's sending; and no sooner was that 
honourahlo body settled, and those prudent measures taken 
for carrying on of that good work, but the j'eoplo of Con- 
necticut, doubting of maintaining tlieir ground without some 
further support, with great industry went through their 
colony for subscriptions to build a college at a place called 
Seabrook ; and the Ministers, who are as absolute in their 
respective panshes as the Pope of liome, argued, prayed and 
preached up the necessity of it, and the passive, obedient 
people, who dare not do otherwise than obey, gave even 
beyond their ability. A thing, which they call a college, 
waa prepared accordingly, wherein, as I am informed, a com- 
mencement was made about three or four months ago. But 
notwithstanding their new college here, and an old one in. 
Boston, and that every town in that colony has one, and some 
two Ministers, and I Lave not only heard them say, but seen 
it in their prints, that there was no place in the world where 
the gospel shone so brightly, nor the people lived so re- 
ligiously and well as they ; yet I dare aver, that there is not 
a much greater necessity of having the Christian religion, in 
its true light, preached any where, than amongst them — many, 
if not tlie greatest number of them, being little better than 
in a state of heathenism, having never been baptized or ad- 
mitted to the Communion, And, that you may be satisfied 
what I tell you herein ja not spoken at random, nor grounded 
on careless observation, Mr. Muirson's parish, which is more 
than three-fourths composed of two towns, viz., Hyo and Bed- 
ford, which were first settled under the colony of Connecticut, 
and by the people bred and born under that government ; and 
some time before mj coming they had a Minister, one Mr. 
Denham, and had afterwards two more, Woodbridge and 
Bowers, at Eye, and one Mr. Jones, at Bedford, and the 
people of Eye only had of this county the care to provide a 
parsonage house ; and notwitli standing all tliose great shows 
of religion, and that at such times as they were destitute of a 
Minister. 

Greenwich and Stamford, the bounds of the former of which 
places join upon theirs, and the other is not above ten miles dis- 
-tant, where they were always supplied, so that they could not 
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be said to want the opportunity of having the Sacraments ad- 
ministered to them ; yet I believe twenty of them had never 
received the Communion, nor lialf of them been baptized, as 
Mr. Muirson will more fully inform yoii. 

And now I have given yon an account of the state of that 
colony, what will in the next place be naturally expected 
from me is, to know my opinion of the best and most proba- 
ble way of doing good amongst them. There ia nothing more 
certain than that it is the most difficult task the Society have 
to wado through. For the people are not only not of the 
Churcli, but have been and are trained up, M'itli all the care 
imaginable, to be its enemies. That to make an impression, 
under all these disadvantages, ia very difficult, though I hope 
not impossible ; and though, at first view, the prospect of 
doing any good upon them is very little, yet no doubt but 
the most proper measures ought to be taken, leaving the 
event to Almighty God. 

Now, to give you my thoughts in what way this great work 
may best be endeavoured at, so as it may be done with little 
expense, I believe, for the first step, the most proper way 
would be, that one of the Ministers in this County should be 
directed, by my Lord of London, to inform himself where 
there are any in that government that profess themselves to 
be of the Church, and to know if they or any of their neigh- 
boui'shave any children to baptize, or desire to partake of the 
Sacrament ; and inform them that he will come to the town 
where they live, and after having given them a sermon, will 
perform those holy rites. There need, I think, no more be 
done in this matter at present ; but the Society may, if they 
please, leave the rest to me, and I won't only give him the 
best advice and directions I can therein, but will, God wil- 
ling, wait upon him in his progress, and persuade some useful 
friends along with me. And when this essay has been made, 
I shall be much better able to guess at the state of that gov- 
ernment, and what is fitting to be done next. 

Now, the person that I would advise them to pitchupon, by all 
means, for this expedition, is Mr. Mnirson ; he being not only 
posted next those parts, and so it will look less like design ; 
but he has a very happy way of delivery, and makes little 
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H6e of his notes in preaching, which is extremely taking 
amongst those people ; and for argument, few of liia years 
exceed him. 

The chief end I liave inthis projection is to have the people 
of that government undeceived in their notions eonccruirig 
our Church— tlierc being, I believe, fifteen thousand in that 
colony who Lave never heard, or scarce Been a Church of 
England Minister ; and I have the charity to believe tliat, 
after having heard one of our Ministers preach, tlicy 'will not 
look upon our Church to be such a monster as ehe is repre- 
sented ; and being convinced of some of the cheats, many of 
them may duly consider of the sin of schism. However, let 
the success he ■\vhat it will, to me the duty seems plain. 1 
have not only mentioned this to you, but in my letter to my 
Lord of London, and shall patiently wait for his and the So- 
ciety's commands therein. 

Calkjj Heathcote. 

The tour of observation suggested iu this letter was, ere 
long, made by Col. Heathcoto, in company with tlie Hev. 
Mr. ituirson, of whom he speaks in terms of such high com- 
mendation in the former part of the preceding extract. But 
Mr. Muirson deserves at our hands something more than 
the mere mention of his name, and wc therefore ask leave to 
tell our readers somewhat concerning him ; after which he, 
also, like Col. Heathcote, shall speak for himself. 

The Eev. George Muirson, A. M., was born in Scotland, 
(in Ayrshire, probably,) about the year 1675, and received 
his education, as it is supposed, in some one of the colleges 
of that country. In 1703 ho was sent to the Province of 
New-Tork, by the Venerable Society, as schoolmaster at 
Albany. When Lord Combury afterward establislied a Latin 
free-school in New- York, he appointed Mr. Muirson its mas- 
ter ; and for some time ho discharged the duties of that office 
successfully. Tlie Rev. "William Vesey (of whom our Ncw- 
Tork documents, when published, will furnish more particu- 
lar information) was, at that time, the Kector of New-York, 
which had in it no Episcopal Church but Trinity ; and in 
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1704, Mr. Mnirson, who was seeking the appointment of 
Catechist in Trinity, was spoken of as a fit person to te or- 
dained, and to become assistant to Mr. Veaey in his ministe- 
rial labours. He was strongly recommended by Lord Com- 
bary, tbo Eev. Mr. Veaey, the Church Wardens and Vestry- 
men of Braintree, (now Quineey,) in Massachusetts, and by 
the Eev. Evan Evans of Philadelphia, of whom our Penn- 
sylvania documents have much, that is good, to say. This 
last named gentleman thus wrote to the Bishop of London, 
in October, 1704 : " This comes by the liands of the ingenious 
Mr. George Muirson, to receive holy orders from your Lord- 
ship, by the approbation of liis Excellency, my Lord Corn- 
bury. I find that he is very well beloved and esteemed by 
all sorts of people, a man of a very sober and blameless con- 
versation. He seems to be endued with great humility of 
mind, and has the character of being very prudent in his con- 
duet. I give him this recommendation not to gratify him- 
self, nor any body else, but because I sincerely believe he may 
be very instrumental of doing much good in the Church." 

With such testimonials, Mr. Muirson found no difficulty in 
obtaining orders from the hands of Dr. Compton, the Bishop 
of London ; and, returning to America, he reached Xew- 
York in July, 1705. Though he had been spoken of as a 
suitable assistant to Mr. Vesey, from some satisfactory cause 
Lord Cornbury thought it best, soon after his arrival, to ap- 
point him to the Church at Kye, which had been much injured 
under a year's ministry of the Bev. Mr. Pritchard. He soon 
revived the drooping prospects of the Church at Eye, and, 
"by the aid and assistance of the good Colonel Heathcotc," 
as he expresses it, persuaded the parish to build a good 
Church edifice. In the same letter, from which tbo above 
words are quoted, he says : " I have lately been in the gov- 
ernment of Connecticut, where I observe some people well 
affected to the Church ; for those that arc near, come to my 
pariah on Sabbath days ; so that I am assured an itinerant 
Missionary might do great services in that Province. Some 
of their Ministers have privately told me, that had we a 
Bishop among us, they would conform and receive holy 
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orders; from which, as -well as on all the Continent, the 
necessity of a Bishop will plainly appear." 

Colonel Heatheote, who, as we have Been, was the leading 
man of that day in Westchester County, as wcU as of great 
and deserved influence in the Province at large, had, we are 
persiiaded, much instrumentality in cansing Mr, Muirson to 
be sent to Eye. He had the interests of the Church in view. 
Scarsdale embraced a great part of Mr. Miiirson's parish at 
Eye, and, indeed, Col. Heatheote may almost be said to have 
founded the parish there ; he was one of its first wardens, 
and for some time its thief supporter. Ho was, by mneli, 
the richest man in "Westchester ; very decided and ardent in 
Ids attachment to the Church of England ; extremely liberal 
in tlie use of }iis fortune for its extension ; so tliat not only 
did the Chnreh at Eye owe almost its existence (as it cer- 
tainly did its preservation) under God to him, but all "West- 
chester County is indebted to liis efforts and to his means for 
nearly every one of her ancient parishes, wliich are now among 
the oldest in this country. The object of Col. Ileathcote was 
two-fold : first, to plant tiie Church securely in "Westchester, 
on tlio borders of Connecticut; and, secondly, from that 
point, to act npon Connecticut, which was wholly Puritan, 
and, withal, not a little bigotted and uncharitable. After 
Mr. Muirson was settled at Eye, the Colonel commenced the 
execution of tho second part of hia plan. Mr. Muirson fre- 
quently crossed the border, " holding services, preaching, 
baptizing and distributing prayer-books and devotional 
works ;" and, as Mr. Bolton states, in his History of the 
Parish of Eye, " on tliese expeditions he was invariably ac- 
companied by Col. Heatheote. They rode on horseback, with 
tlieir saddle-bags full of books, and the Colonel always went 
fully armed, as, in those tolerant times, it was as much as a 
man's life was worth even to talk of ' the Church ' in Con- 
necticut, without the means of self-defence." 

Mr. Muirson must have possessed a peculiar aptitude for 
this itinerating duty in Connecticut, and he was much 
blessed in hia labours. It pleased God, however, to take him 
to himself when he was yet but a young man, of but little 
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more than thirty years. He died in October, 1708, deeply 
lamented by all who knew him. One who had studied his 
character well, thus speaks of him : " He was a most zealons, 
devoted and truly good man ; a sound Churchman in his 
principles, and bold and fearless in advocating his views ; 
cool in judgment, winning in manners, and possessed of great 
natural eloquence, he was well fitted for the position in 
which lie was placed, and admirably calculated to intro- 
duce the Church into the then beniglited government of 
Connecticut." 

His friend and patron, Col. Heathcote, who probably knew 
and understood him better than any other man did, thus ex- 
presses himself, in a letter to the Secretary of the Tenerable 
Society, dated not long after his death : — " I must, in the first 
place, give you the melancholy account of Mr. Muirson's 
deatli, who was a very industrious and successful Missionary, 
and had it pleased God to have preserved his life, he would 
have been able to have given a wonderful account of his 
labours. By his constantjoumies in the service of the Church, 
and the necessary supply of his family, he expended every 
farthing he got here and of the Society." The testimony of 
his clerical brethren, to the worth of such a man, should not 
beomitted. It is equally honourable to him and to themselves. 
In a joint letter which they sent to the Bishop of London, 
dated November 24th, 1709, they thus write : 

" May it Please your Lokdship, 

" "We think ourselves obliged by the ties of humanity and 
sacred relation of paternity, as well as those of Christian 
charity to the indigent, to make this representation to your 
Lordship, our most worthy Diocesan, and the Venerable So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, in the behalf of the 
virtuous relicts of our late deceased reverend bret!iren, Mr, 
Muirson and Mr. Urquhart, whose present difficult circum- 
stances, as tliey extort this our petition, so we humbly hope- 
will render thera proper objects of your commiseration. The 
former was Missionary of Eye, a parish bordering on Con- 
necticut Colony, where God was pleased to bless his painful 
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labours with suitable success ; and that lie might not fall tin- 
der the censure of avarice, or give the least occasion of any 
reflection amongst hia people, (who were for the most part 
proselytes to the Church,) lie not only frec[iiently parted with 
what, by law, was his just demand, but out of his Missionary 
allowance of iG50 per annum, endeavoured to support himself, 
that ho might make the Gospel as little burdensome to them 
as possible, one of the most effectual means to establish the 
Church in these parts, and by his frec[uent journeys to Strat- 
ford, a town in that Province where he was invited to preach, 
and had a very good prospect of erecting a Oimrch for the 
worship of God, according to tlie form and manner of the 
Church of England, he was put to more tlian ordinary 
charges, wliieh, (had God granted him a longer life,) he might 
have reaped so much advantage from, as to have made a set- 
tlement there for the service of our Church, and, in a great 
measure, repaired the voluntary poverty he had brought upon 
himself in his endeavours to effect this good work; but it 
pleased God to remove him in the midst of liis labours and 
dawning of our hopes, by which his poor widow, and one 
son, bom since his death, are left to struggle with some diffi- 
culties, which we hope the pious zeal of your Venerable So- 
ciety ■will remove, by an allowance of £50 sterling, to com- 
mence from his death, for one year, to pay his just debts con- 
tracted in tliat service," &c. 

This letter was signed by the following reverend gentle- 
men ; Evans of Philadelphia, Talhot of Burlington, Thomas 
of Hampstead, Barton of "Westchester, Sharp, Chaplain to the 
Queen's Porces, Bridge of Pye, and Myles and Harris of 
Boston. 

On the 20th of June, 1707, Mr. Muirson married Georgiana, 
the youngest daughter of the Hon. "William Smitli, of St. 
George's Manor, Long Island, Chief Justice and President of 
the Council of Xew-Tork. Tlie posthumous son alluded to 
in the foregoing letter was George Muirson, Esq^., M. D., of 
Setauket, L. I, Mrs. Muirson survived her husband but 
two years. The posthumous son, Dr. George Muirson, mar- 
ried Anna Smith, and their descendants are still, we believe, 
living on Long Island. 
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[Mr. Mmrsen io iM Secretorj/. -ErfriKt] 



Honored Sir, 

Please to commmiicate to yoiir Society that I have lately 
been in Connecticut Colony, and found some persons well- 
disposed towards tho Clmreh. I preached in Stratford to a 
very immeronB congregation, both forenoon and afternoon, 
I baptized about twenty-four persons the same day. I intend 
anotlier journey thither again quickly, being invited to bap- 
tize their children, and hope (by the Divine aid) to make a 
fair beginning for the establishment of the Church, in a con- 
siderable part of tliat government. There are, I'm informed, 
some thousands of persona in that colony unbaptized, and 
the reason is this, most of their Ministers refuse to admit any 
children into Christ's Church by baptism, but those whose 
parents are in full communion with them. Tho Independents 
threaten me, and all who are instrumental in bringing me 
thither, with prison and hard usage. They are very much 
incensed to see that tho Church (Eome's sister, aa they 
ignorantly called her) is likely to gain ground among 'em, 
and use all the stratagems they can invent to defeat my en- 
terprises. But, however, since I hope my superiors approve 
of my undertaking, I shall not fail to visit as often as the 
affairs of my parish will permit ; neither shall all they can 
do or say discourage me from prosecuting (to the utmost of 
my ability) so good a design, I shall be glad to receive the 
instructions of your Honourable Corporation by the next op- 
portunity, which I shall always think myself happy ia obey- 
ing. In the mean time shall continue to proceed in this 
method till I receive further orders. The Hon. Col. Heatli- 
cote (who always studies and endeavours the good of the 
Church) has been very diligent and industrious in carrying 
on this great work. The eminency of his station, and withid 
his favouring and countenancing my attempts of this nature, 
is of so great consequence among the people that, truly, what 
3 I have hitherto had, either at home or abroad, is ow- 
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ing more to liis prudent conduct than to tlie best of ray weak 
latoTirs. He honours me ■with his good company in all such 
progresses, and exerts liis utmost endeavours to settle the 
Church wherever he goes, which will recommend liim to the 
esteem and regard of all good men, but especially (I'm per- 
suaded) of your worthy members. 
Honor'd sir, 

Tour most faithful, 

Humble servant, 

George Huiksoh. 
Ete, October 2t?, 1706. 



[Colonel I&athJxtt to tie Sea-elar^.] 

Ocfoler, 1706. 
Sir, 

I gave you the trouble of a very long letter by Mr. Talbot, 
and another by the Virginia fleet, both -which 1 hope are 
come to your hands, and Lave not since been favoured with 
any from you, tho' am in daily expectation thereof. I have 
not lately heard any thing of or from Mr. Clayton ; and since 
be does the Society no service, I hope he is in no charge to 
them. I have a proposal to lay before the Board concerning 
schooling, in which I propose a considerable service without 
any very great cliarge, and am apt to believe it may be ap- 
proved of. I have it now upon the anvil, and Lope to have 
it ready to transmit to you in my next, -which shall be with 
tho first opportunity, God willing, that presents after this. I 
told you, in my former letter, that I intended to accompany 
Mr. Muirsoninto Connecticut, to try what impression could 
be made on those people. We accordingly paid them a visit 
about six weeks ago, and had done it sooner, but the expecta- 
tion we "were under of the Prench making an attack on this 
Province, obliged me not to leave until tliosefeara -were over. 
"We found that Colony much as we expected — very ignorant 
of the constitution of our Church, and, for that reason, great 
«aemies to it All their to-wns are furnished -with Ministers, 
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(as I formerly told you,) wlio are chiefly Independents, and 
denying baptism 1 to the children of all ■who are not in full 
communion ; there are many thousands in that goyernment 
unbaptized. The Ministers are very uneasy at our coming 
amongst them, and abundance of pains was taken to persuade 
and terrify the people from hearing Mr. Muirson, but it 
availed nothing ; for, notwithstanding all their endeavours, 
he had a very great congregation, and, indeed, infinitely be- 
yond my expectation. The people were wonderfully sur- 
prised at the order of our Chnrch, expecting to have heard 
and seen some wonderful strange things, by the account and 
representation of it that their teachers had given tliem. I 
am in hop^, upon tho whole matter, that our journey was 
not lost ; "but that we have done service to the Church in our 
progress, in wliieh I shall be able to give a better guess after 
our next visit, which we intend, God willing, to pay them 
about a month or six weeks hence. Mr. Muirson baptized 
about twenty-four, mostly gi-own people ; and when he goes 
there next, I hope many more will be added to tlie Church. 
He is, truly, very well qualified for that service, having a 
very happy way of preaching ; and, considering his years, 
wonderfully good at argument, while his life is without blem- 
ish. I've not any thing further at present worth the while to 
trouble you with, gave my most humble regards and duty to 
the Society, so remain, sir, 

Your most affectionate servant, 

Caleb Heathcote. 



[CGh JTeathcote to the Seer^ary.] 

Sir, 

I wrote you a letter by the last fleet, since which I have 
not been favoured by any from you, which I attribute to the 
misfortune of the Ilesolution Galley, I tlierein ga^e yon an 
account of some small progress we had made toward settling 
the Church in Connecticut. Since which, we have made 
another journey amongst them, when Mr. Muirsoa baptized 
four or five more, mostly grown persons, and administered the 
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Sacrament to about fifteen. He met with more opposition 
tliis time than the last, the j usticea having taken tlie freedom 
to preach, giving out at the same time, amongst the people, 
that he and ail his hearers should be put in gaol. But, not- 
withstanding all their threats to some and persuasions to 
others, he had a handsome congregation ; and I believe the 
next visit that is paid them, it will be found that tlieir strag- 
gling to etifle the Church will be a great means to forward its 
growth, for I hope, with the blessing of God, in as short a 
time as can reasonably be expected, there won't only he a 
fine congregation gathered, but ways will be found by our 
projection, or otherwise, to have a handsome Church for 
them to worship God in — for the cifecting of which, my 
hearty endeavour shall not be wanting. Those there in the 
interest of the Church are very desirous to have a Minister 
sent amongst them, in which, if the Society shall think fit 
to assist them, more than common care must he taken that 
they have one of an exemplary life, and in all respects quali- 
fied to Answer that great work ; for a miscarriage at our first 
setting out would ruin all, and it would afterwards be ex- 
tremely difficult to make any steps toward settling the Church 
in that colony. It would be absolutely necessary, for the 
better and more easy effecting this great and good work, that 
an order be procured from Her Majjesty, requiring tho gov- 
ernment of that Colony not to force any of her subjects to 
pay for maintenance of the Ministers settled by their laws, 
and to repeal that act whereby they pretend to refuse liberty 
of conscience to those of the established Church. If those 
grievances were redressed, which in itself is very reasonable 
and proper, and not much more than hath been granted the 
Quakers, on their petition against the same government, it 
would be of greater service to the Cimrch than eaa at first 
sight be imagined. I acquainted you, in my former letter, 
that there was a very ingenious gentleman at Stratford, one 
Mr, Keed, the Minister of that place, who is very inclinable 
to come over to the Church ; and if the charge can be dis- 
pensed with, he is well worth the gaining, being by much 
the most ingenious man they have amongst them, and would 
be very capable to serve the Church. By reason of the good 
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inclination he ehews for the Clixirch, he has undergone perse- 
cution by his people, who do all -wliich is in their power to 
starve him, and being countenanced and encouraged therein 
by all the Ministers round them, they }iave very near effected 
it ; 80 that if any proposal could be made to encourage his 
coining over for ordination, his family, whicli is pretty large, 
must be taken care of in his absence. I thought fit to lay 
this matter before the Society, and leave it to their wisdom 
andjodgment to move therein, as they think proper and con- 
venient. 

I hear nothing of Mr. Cleator, so suppoBO tliat he is either 
dead or hath declined the service, as having since better con- 
sidered that matter. If the Society ■will be pleased to allow 
the £15 he was to have for schoolmasters in this country, I 
believe I coald, for that money, encourage the settling of four, 
by having it sent over in goods, as I shall direct ; and the 
Society ehall have no trouble, nor run any risque therein, for ■ 
1 wiU be answerable if any misfortune happen to it in coming 
over ; for, though 'tis but a small sum, I will give directions 
to have it insured. If this projection answers my expecta- 
tion, as I am very much of opinion it will, it may be of great 
use and service to the Society on many other accounts. 

The bearer hereof, Mr, Evans, who has a very fair charac- 
ter, and is clothed with the reputation of having done very 
great service to tlie Church in Philadelphia, is going home 
to receive my Lord of London's directions for settling the 
Church at that place, which is very much rent by some 
unhappy diiferences, and I don't doubt his Lordship will find 
out effectual ways for healing their wounds, for it's a great 
pity the Church should be hurt by any divisions amongst 
her own members ; but especially in that place, where she is, 
in a more than ordinary manner, surrounded with enemies. 
Mr. Evans will be able to give you some account concerning 
the state of this parish, which Mr. Muirson Jiath, as I formerly 
told you, got into very great order. Tliey are now busy in 
ceiling their Church, and it is, I believe, tlie first country 
Church in America that ever had that cost bestowed on it; 
and I quoetion not but we shall persuade them to finish it in 
all other respects decently and well. Mr. Muirson, the next 
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journey he makes to Connecticut, intends to settle his Church 
at Stratford, by making choice of Churchwardens and Ves- 
try, as Mr. Evans will more fully inform you. I was not 
mistaken when I formerly told you that he was the most 
proper of all the Missionaries hereabouts to go on that great 
undertaking, having performed that work with a wonderful 
deal of prudence and discretion. When the Church hath got 
footing in Connecticut, it will in the next place be advisable 
to try what is to be done with the east end of Long Island, 
where there are several considerable towns, concerning which, 
when I have informed myself better, I shall give you my 
thoughts therein. I have not at present any tiling further 
worth your notice,, so with my most humble duty to the 
Society 

I remain, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Calioi Heathoote. 
JfEw-ToEK, 24 FeFy, 1T07. 



{Mr. Muireov, to the Secretary. Mxtract.) 

Miich Honor'd Sir, 

I received yours,, dated May 2, 1706. The instructions 
you sent along with it, I'm informed, are at York, which will 
come to my hands quickly. I understand by yours that the 
Society expects an aeeount of all the subscriptions and con- 
tributions I receive from the Government or inhabitants, of 
which this is an exact statement. That there is £50, iN. York 
money, settled by act of Assembly upon Eye Parish ; but 
the people being very poor, I've received only about £X0 or 
£12 since I've been their Minister. It's true I could compel 
'em, by law^ to pay the whole ; but such proceedings, I'm 
well assured, would have "hf^^a. very hurtful to the interest of 
the Church, in a place, especially, surrounded with Dissent- 
ers of all sorts ; and, therefore, I thought it better to have 
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patience with them till tlicy are more able, than that our 
glorious work should anyways suffer. Tliey are all new con- 
verts, and so I must bear with 'em in many things, tho' to 
my present disadvantage ; but I hope, when our Church is 
finished, they will consider my circumstances, and make my 
life more comfortable than hitherto it has been. Aa to the 
present circumstances of my parish, I've nothing new to 
offer ; only, since my last, I've baptized several persons ; 
that the number of communicants increases ; that the people 
duly frequent the Church, excepting a few Quakers and 
Anabaptist famihes. Tliere is a considerable number of 
growing persons not yet baptized; but I intend to admit 
them after they are instructed into the principles of that re- 
ligion of which their baptism makes them members ; for I 
think it necessary that the adults be first taught what they 
are to promise and perform in that covenant. 

I have been thrice in Connecticut Colony, and, in one 
town, have baptized abont 32, young and old, and adminis- 
tered tlie Holy Sacrament to 18, who never received it before. 
Each time I had a numerous congregation. Col. Heathcote 
has taken abundance of pains among 'em, and I find thai 
many of the people are well disposed to the Church, but 
dare not, at present, show themselves, being under great dia- 
conragement from the Government, for the Independents 
threaten 'em with prison and punishment for coming to hear 
me preach ; and not only so, but one of their magistrates, with 
some other officers, came to my lodgings, on Saturday, and, in 
the hearing of Col. Heathcote and a great many people, read a 
long paper ; the meaning of it was to let me know that theirs 
was a charter government ; that I had done an illegal thing in 
coming among 'em to establish a new way of worship, and to 
forewarn me from preaching any more. This he did by vir- 
tue of one of their laws, entitled ecclesiastical, page 29. The 
words he made use of are these, as the said law expresses 
them : " Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and Repre- 
sentatives, convened in General Assembly, that there shall 
be no ministry or churcli administration entertained or at- 
tended by the inhabitants of any town or plantation in this 
Colony, distinct and separate from, and in opposition to, that 
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which is openly and pubhckly observed and dispensed by the 
approved ministers of the place." Now, whatever interpre- 
tation the words of the said law may admit, yet we are to 
regard the sense and force they put upon them, which is 
plainly thus, to exclude the Church from their Government, 
as appears by their proceedings with me ; so that hereby 
they deny a liberty of conscience to the Church of England, 
as well as to all others that are not of their opinion, which, 
being repugnant to the laws of England, is contrary to the 
grant of their charter ; and which, I humbly presume, if our 
Gracious Queen was acquainted with, her Majesty would be 
pleased to disannul the same, or, at least, make it ineffectual 
against the settling of the N'ational Church. Till this be 
done, or some other method taken to remove these hindrances, 
I cannot expect my endeavours sliould be so successful as 
otlierwise they might be ; for though the people are very in- 
clinable, yet they are afraid of the penalty annexed to the 
law. It's very remarkable ho^r industrious both ministers 
and magistrates are to frustrate my undertaking; for, 
wherever they come, they busy themselves from house to 
house to keep the peoplo away. Among many others, I 
shall offer only one particular instance of their spight and 
malice against the Church. I was lately invited to preach, 
and baptize some children, in a town called Fairfield ; upon 
which, I sent a letter to the minister and magistrate of said 
town, entreating' the use of their meeting-house, supposing 
they would readily grant it, being on a week-day ; but they 
refused it, and told me they would discountenance such new 
ways. A gentleman was so kind as to invite me to his 
house, where (notwithstanding all the stratagems they ]iad 
used to hinder the people from coming) I had a large congre- 
gation ; but so cruelly was the Independent party set against 
UB, that they railed and scoffed at the Church, making her as 
idolatrous as Eome, and denied us the liberty of ringing the 
bell, or beating a drum, to give the people notice. The 
Reverend Mr. Evans was there along with me. He was 
pleased to travel almost 200 miles, that, being acquainted 
with the particular circumstances of that Colony, he might 
be the more capable of giving you a true and full in f orm a- 
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tion. He lias tlieir law book ; he can sliow you what Jaws 
they make use of against the Church, and how they force our 
people to pay to their Ministers, and take their estates hy dis- 
tress. By those and such intolerable oppressions, the people 
are disenabled to contribute to the support of a Church of 
England Minister, and therefore have petitioned home that 
one may be sent, with a sufficient maintenance, from the 
Honourable CorpoTation. He had need be a man very pru- 
dent in conduct, and exemplary in life and eonversation, 
(for being the first,) the advancement of the Church in 
after ages depends, in a great measure, upon his good be- 
haviour; for the people generally judge a man's principles 
by his life. 

Sir, it would make my letter too tedious, should I enume- 
rate all the attempts they make against us. I shall therefore 
desist from this subject, desiring only you would be pleased 
to enquire more particularly of Mr. Evans, as also to consult 
those letters which the people, from time to time, have sent to 
me, hy which you will see the necessity there is of a Mission- 
aiy among *em, and how desirous these good men are of re- 
ceiving the sacred ordinances, and worshipping God in the 
way of our holy mother, and yet what sore grievances and 
hardships they labour under for the same. 

It would be a great service if the Society would be pleased 
to send over some Common Pi-aycr-Books and some small 
treatise in defence of the Church ; for our adversaries have 
mustered up all the scandalous and reviling pamphlets they 
can get, and have dispersed them among the people in order 
to prejudice 'em against ns. 

I want books very much for my own use, having only a 
few I bought before I came from London, but I hope the So- 
ciety have been pleased to consider my request before this 
time. 

I heartily beg your prayers, that all my endeavours may 
answer the glorious ends of my mission, the advancement of 
God's Glory in the due edifying of his people. 

That Almighty God may he pleased, (out of the immense 
treasury of His riches,) so to increase your stock and bless all 
your laudable designs, that you may, for the further good of 
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Hi3 Ohureli and people, send forth more labourers into Hia 
Harvest, shall ever be the fervent prayer of 

Honor'd sir, 

Your most faithful friend and 

Very humble servant, 

Geokge Mdirson, 
B.YE, 4 April, 1707. 



[Colonel Heai^aile in ike SeirretOTy,'} 

Sir, 

After I had furnished my other letter by the bearer, Mr. 
Evans, he, resolving to tarry a month or six weeks longer 
thanhefirst proposed, gives me the opportunity to send what 
new matter bath since oecnrred. And to begin with Connec- 
ticut :— About 14 days ago, !Mr.Muirson paid his congregation 
in tliose parts a visit, and had the happiness to be accompa- 
nied by Mr. Evans, who, out of his zeal to serve the Church, 
though of a weakly constitution, undertook that troublesome 
journey, so that, being an eye-witness to those affairs, he 
might be the more able to give a more satisfactory aeeount 
concerning the state of the Church there, to whom I ehail 
make told, in a great measure, to refer you. I bless God for 
it. Every thing has almost outgone my first hopes, and I am 
very much of opinion that, if that matter is pushed on with 
care, a wonderful deal of service may be done the Church in 
tliat government. Tlie people having been kept in perfect 
blindness, as many of them now declare, and as I told you in 
mine by the Jamaica i!eet, it cannot be an act of greater 
charity to undeceive the Indians, than those miserable blind- 
ed people ; and where there are such vast numbers debarred 
from the benefit of God's Holy Ordinances, concerning which 
I was so full in the letter before mentioned, that it will be 
needless to enlarge on that head. 

I did, in my last two letters, acquaint you that there was a 
very ingenious Minister in that Colony, who showed great 
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inclination to come over to the Cliurch, and I was of opinion 
he wonld be well worth the recovery. I also told you that 
his affection for the Chnrch had created him many cnemiea i 
and that he has undergone a sort of persecution on that ac- 
count; but now his enemies have done their worst to him, 
having turned him out of his living, as Mr. Evans can more 
fully inform you — he having seen and discoursed with him — 
that, as I really believe, it will conduce very much to the ser- 
vice of the Church, and also, in justice to the poor gentleman, 
who has s large family of small children, wlio must come to 
ruin and misery, and become a sacrifice to the cause of the 
Church, which would be a great dishonour, should he not be 
reheved by us. I did, therefore, make bold to assure him of 
the Society's favours ; and that upon his going to England, 
and making a solemn declaration, that he wiU receive orders 
from the Bishop of London, so soon as he can with conve- 
niency do it ; that to enable him to maintain his family dur- 
ing his absence, I would pass my word that he should be en- 
titled to the usual Missionary allowance of £50 a year, from 
the time of his going off; and that in order thereunto I would 
give him my best recommendations to the Society. So it is 
my humble request they would be pleased to allow it if he 
comes ; and in ease they do not think it prspcr to settle a 
salary upon him before such time as he is actually in orders, 
that it may be considered him under some other name ; be- 
cause my promise to him is such ; and I am not under the 
least doubt but ho will merit it by his service to the Church. 
This sudden turn, concerning Mr. Reed, has put upon me 
new tlioiights, which are, to have Mr. Muirsoa removed from 
this parish, and that his mission bo for Connecticut Colony in 
general, the place of liis residence being at Stratford, or at 
such town as he shall judge to be most for the eervico of the 
Church, This will, in my opinion, not only be the most 
effectual way for carrying on that great work ; but the So- 
ciety will be put to no difficulty in getting a proper person, 
in which, if the least mistake should happen as to the quali- 
fications of a Minister, the whole Mission would he endanger- 
ed by it ; and as experience hath fully satisfied us how fitting 
Mr. Muirsoa is for that undertaking, by what he hath already 
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done, I am liiimtly of opinion that for that reason it would 
not be proper to put that matter to a new risk ; and, in the 
next place, it wiU be of absolute necessity not only to have a 
very good man in. thia place, being on the frontiers of that 
government, but also one who will be zealously assisting to 
Mr. Muirson, in which none will be more proper than Mr. 
Eeed. And in case there is a removal, according to the ad- 
vice given herewith, it is my desire it may be bo ; and then 
as to Mr, Mnirson, if he goes on that mission, he cannot have 
less allowed him than 100 pounds sterling a year ; because, at 
thefirst setting out, nothingmnst be expected from them, nor, 
indeed, any offers made toward it ; and as his Mission wiU 
be four times as large as any other, so he must consequently 
be in a perpetual motion, which will be chargeable and 
troublesome, I have not had much talk with him about it, 
but I doubt not in the least, if my Lord of London and the 
Society directs his removal, I can persuade him to be easy 
under it. 

I have, since writing my other letters, taken some pains to 
inquire concerning the character and behaviour of tlie bearer, 
Mr, Evans, and, npon the whole, find him to be an extraor- 
dinary good man, and one that hath done very great service 
to the Church, not only in Philadelphia, but in otlier neigli- 
bouring towns, so that I am very much concerned that there 
should be any misunderstanding betwixt liim and any of his 
parish, as he represents things ; and being a very honest, good 
man, I can't help giving credit to it. The Church and he 
have had hard usage offered them, though I am past a doubt 
tliat upon his making out those things to my Lord of London 
he will find means to settle and complete their differences, 
and will retarn him to his parisli ; and, bo far as it may be 
proper for the Society to concern themselves in that matter, 
I could wish they would give their assistance therein, because, 
■whilst they are in that broken condition, the Church can't but 
receive many wounds by it, I can't think of any thing fur- 
^er of moment at this time. So remain, sir, 
Your obed't servt., 

Caleb Heathcote, 

NEw-roHK, April U, ir07. 
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[Mr.^f'iinontoi'iiSesrelary. Extract.] 



Honor'd Sir, 

I entreat your acceptance of my most humble and hearty 
thanks for the kind and Christian advice yon ivere pleased to 
tender mo in relation to Connecticut. Such measures as you 
proposed I have all along ohserrod, and I am sure no man 
m that Colony can justly accuse me of the contrary. I know 
that meekness and moderation is most agreeable to the mmd 
of onr blessed Saviour, Christ, who himself was meek and 
lowly, and would have all his followers to learn that lesson of 
hun. It was method by which Christianity was at first 
propagated, and it is still the best policy to persuade man- 
kind to receive instruction. Gentleness and sweetness of 
temper is the readiest way to engage the affections of the 
people ; and charity to those who differ from us in opinion 
is the most likely to convince them that onr labours are in- 
tended for the welfare of their souls ; whereas passionate and 
rash methods of proceeding will 411 then- minds with preju- 
dices against both our persons and our principles, and utterly 
indispose them against all the means we can make use of to 
reclaim them from "their errors. I have duly considered all 
these things, and have carried myself civilly and kindly to 
the Independent party, but they have tmgratefuUy resented 
my love ; yet I will further consider the ohUgations that mj 
holy religion lays upon me, to forgive injuries and wrongs, 
and to return good for their evil. Thus I hope, by God s 
assistance,! shall behave myself, and avoid the domg any 
thmg that may bring blame upon that godly Society, whose 
Missionary I am, or hinder the progress of that glorious work 
they have undertaken ; and e%-er since I have been invited 
into that Colony I have been so far from endcavonnng to en- 
trench upon the toleration which Her Majesty has declared 
she will preserve, that, on the contrary, I desired only a 
liberty of conscience might be allowed to the members of the 
national Church of England; which, notwithstanding, they 
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seemed unwilling to grant, and left no means untried, both 
foul and fair, to prevent the settling the Church among them ; 
for one of their Justices came to mj lodging and forewarned 
me, at my peril, from preaching, telHng me that I did an 
illegal thing in hringiug in new ways among them ; the peo- 
ple were likewise threatened with prison, and a forfeiture of 
^5 for coming to hear me. 

It -will require more time than you will willingly bestow 
on these lines to express how rigidly and severely they treat 
our people, hy taking their estates by distress, when tliey do 
not willingly pay to support their Ministers. And tliough 
every Churchman in that Colony pays his rate for the build- 
ing and repairing their meeting-houses, yet they are so ma- 
liciously set against us, that they deny us the use of them, 
though on week days. Tliey tell our people that they Tvill 
not suffer the house of God to be defiled with idolatrous wor- 
ship and superstitious ceremonies. They are so bold that 
they spare not openly to speak reproachfully, and with great 
contempt, of our Church. Tliey say the sign of the cross is 
the mark of the beast and the sign of tlic devil, and that 
those who receive it are given to the devil. And when our 
people complain to their magistrates of the persons who thus 
epeak, they will not so much as sign a warrant to apprehend 
them, nor reprove them for their offence. This is quite a 
different character to what, perhaps, you have heard of that 
people. That they are ignorant, I can easily grant ; for if 
they had either much knowledge or goodness they would not 
act and say as they do ; but that they are hot-heady, I have 
too just reason to believe; and as to their meaning, I leave 
that to he interpreted by their unchristian proceedings with 
us, "Whoever informed yon bo, I may freely say, that he was 
not so well acquainted with the constitution of that people 
as I am, who gave you tlie contrary information. I beg that 
you would believe that this account (though seeming harsh 
and severe, yet no more than is true) does not proceed from 
want of charity, either towards their souls or bodies, but 
purely for the good of both. And to give you better infor- 
mation concerning the state of that people, that proper reme- 
dies may be taken for curing the evils that are among them. 
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and that our Churchmen in that Colony may not be oppressed 
and insulted over by them, but that they may obtain a liberty 
of conscience, and call a Minister of their own Communion, 
and that they may be freed from paying to their Ministers, 
and may be enabled to obtam one of their own. Tliis is all 
tliese good men desire. 

Honored sir, your most assured friend 
And very humble servant, 

Geo. Muirson. 
Bye, 9M January, 1707-8. 



Wo have already printed a joint letter from the clergy of the 
Korthern and Middle Colonies, addressed to the Lord Bishop 
of London as their " most worthy Diocesan." The document 
we shall give as coming next in sequence of time, is an ad- 
dress to tile same prelate, from the Churchmen in the Colony 
of Connecticut, reciting their grievances and seeking redress. 
As we shall have to present, from time to time, many similar 
documents, and as there will be frequent allusions in our 
pages to tliis claim of ecclesiastical allegiance, as due from the 
American Colonial Church to the Bishop of London, it may 
be well, ere we proceed, to give in brief some explanation of 
this close connection of our fathers with the See of London. 

The earliest traces of this superintendence of the Eishop of 
London over the Colonial Church we have been able to find, 
is the application of the Virginia Council, early in the seven- 
teenth century, to Eishop King, whose interest in the work 
of colonizing and Christianizing America was already well 
known, for assistance in providing "pious, learned and pow- 
erful Ministers" for that Colony. The choice of the good 
Eishop as a member of the Council followed; and, as Ander- 
son, in his " Colonial Church," (L 261,) expresses it, " so far, 
one channel of direct authoritative communication was es- 
tablished between himself and the clergymen whom he 
nominated, and over whom he was to exercise, as far as it 
was practicable, Episcopal control." From this kind interest 
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in the new eettlement, and the zealous eiForta to which it gave 
birth, seems naturally to have grown np the connection of 
the Colonial Ciiurch with the Diocese of London. At the 
close of this century, the Governor and Assembly of Mary- 
land petitioned the King and Queen for the transfer of the 
" Judicial Office of Commissary" from the Governors of Colo- 
nies, in whom it had at first been vested, to the Bishop of 
London; and from this time the Bishop either took out a 
commission from tlie King for this purpose, and delegated 
tlie commissarial authority to a suitable clergyman in the 
Colonies, or, as was the case with Bishop Sherlock, declined 
to take tliis course, from the conviction that he could not do 
justice to the American Church, and consequently ouglit not 
to undertake the nominal oversight of it. Whieliever was the 
case, the American clergy learend from the first to look to 
Fulham as the seat of their ecclesiastical allegiance, and com- 
missaries, acting under the authority of the Bishop of London 
for the greater part of a century, exercised tlieir delegated 
power over their brethren in the Colonies, and the successive 
Bishops at home sought in every way to promote the interests 
of the infant American Church. 

It was this bond of union with the See of London, on the 
part of the scattered Churches of America, that was broken 
at the Revolution ; and the broken links of the chain were 
of course never re-united ; but, by the adoption of the eccle- 
siastical constitution of 1789, the Church at large was or- 
ganized by the federation of the separate and independent 
Churches of the various States, in one Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, thus making a union among 
themselves. The nnity of faith between the Church of England 
and the American Episcopal Church, as contra-distinguished 
from the union of the Churches, was not aiFected by the 
Eevohition. 

With this parenthetical explanation, wo proceed to give 
the address, to the Lord Bishop of London, from the Con- 
necticut Churchmen. — [Editoes.] 
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[Addressio i?ie Lord Bishop of London, front, Cowmdicut Colony. \ 

Eight Rev. Father in God ; 
May it please your lordship, 

We, your Lordship's humble petitioners, living in Strat- 
ford Town, in tlio Colony of Connecticut, do, with all euh- 
mission, crave leave to represent before your Lordship our 
present condition, which hriefly is as followefh ; We are 
members of the N'ational Church of England, but having no 
minister of our o'wn communion in this colony, have sent, 
some time ago, unto the Kev. George Muirson, who, in com- 
pliance with our request, hath been twice amongst ua, and 
administered the holy sacrament of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper to us. Wo praise God for his goodness in giving us 
an opportunity, at last, of receiving his lioly ordinances in 
the way which, of all others, we believe to be most pure and 
agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. There are many in this 
colony who are well-disposed to our Church, but being under 
the same circumstances with ourselves, are not capable of 
maintaining a minister of our Church, by reason of some 
laws which compel us to pay our money to the support of 
Dissenters, and empower them, as sometimes they do, to 
take our goods by distress. Tiiey have another law, by virtue 
of which they hinder many persons from coming to hear Mr. 
Moirson preach ; they threaten us with imprisonment and 
severe usage, and though we liave proceeded regularly in 
asking tlieir magistrates' leave before we did meet together 
to worship God, yet they cai-ricd it so far as to forewarn Mr. 
Muirson from preaching in their Charter Government ; and 
told him that he did illegal things ; but what relates to all 
the particulars contained in these laws we shall not at pre- 
sent offer your Lordship any trouble in mentioning, but refer 
ourselves to Mr. Muirson to inform your Lordship by letter, 
and also to the Ecv. Mr. Evans, Minister of Philadelphia, 
who hath been pleased to give us a visit, and, being bound 
for England, we present to your Lordship, by him, one of tlie 
law books of this colony. He can acquaint your Lordship 
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■what lawB they make use of against the Church, and what 
hardships and grievances we labour Tinder becaiise of them. 

Now we humbly rec[uest that yonr Lordship would be 
pleased of your zeal, which always moves your Lordship to 
extend a fatherly care to the distressed members of the 
Church, to take this our case into your serious consideration ; 
and because by reason of the said laws we are not able to 
support a minister, we further pray your Lordship may be 
pleased to send one over with a missionaiy allowance from 
the Honourable Corporation, invested with full power, so as 
that he may preach and we hear the blessed Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, without molestation and terror. We live in the midst 
of the rigidest Presbyterians and Independents, and we 
doubt not but your Lordship will be pleased to send us one 
exemplary in his conversation, fluent in preaching, and able 
in disputation, that he may silence the cavils of our enemies. 
The Hon. Colonel Heathcote hath been pleased to come along 
with Mr. Muirson ; his presence has had no small influence 
upon the people ; we have prayed him to add to all the rest 
one favour more, that is, to present to your Lordship our case, 
which we, hoping he will do, shall not offer you any further 
trouble. "We humbly beg your Lordship's fatherly benedic- 
tion and prayers, that our infant Church may be daily en- 
larged for God's glory and men's good ; and that yonr Lord- 
ship, for its further prosperity and happiness, may long pre- 
side over the same, shall be the constant prayers of, 

My Lord, your Lordship's most obedient sons 

and humble servants, 
Stratford, April 1st, 170T. 

ElCHAED BLACKLA.TH, ISAAC SneLL, 

Daniel Sheltok, Wm. Eawlinson, 

Jonah Pitmak, John Peat, 

Saml. Gaskhj,, Samuel Hawlet, 

Will. Smith, John Skidmore, 

Timothy Tttharton, Archibald Dunlap, 

Thomas Edwards, Isaac Beint, 

Daniel Bennett, Eich'd Blackiuath, Jr., 

Tho. Eeooks, Isaac Stiles, 
Samuel Hbneei, 
(in behalf of the rest.) 
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{CdI. Statluxie to tit SBcrrfnry.] 

Stratford^ 1 January., 1707-8. 
"Worthy Sir, 

I have given yon the trouble of eo many letters by this 
Fleet that I am ashamed you should hear further from me ; 
however, I shall depend upon your good and generous tem- 
per, and the cause I am upon, to plead my pardon ; the occa- 
sion of this 18, Mr. Muireon and I, being at this place, where 
the people's zeal hath carried them so far that they are re- 
solved of building themselves a Church, ivith which be 
pleased to acquaint the Society ; — they intend to buiid and 
furnish it very regularly, and are in hopes to have it fit to 
preach in before next September. I intreat the favour of 
your care concerning the enclosed, that to his Grace is to 
give him the best account of the state of this colony I can ; 
in which I do not only beg the delivery with your own Itands, 
but that you would be pleased to speak your thoughts of me 
to him, and recommend me to his favours. As to our pro- 
ceeding in this place, I desire the Society would believe that 
every part is managed with all the temper and moderation 
they can desire, and they may be assured it shall never be 
otherwise where I am concerned ; for I abhor heat and vio- 
lence on any account whatsoever, but especially in matters 
of religion, and Mr. Muirson is very much of my opinion ; 
and not only that, but it would bo the greatest breach upon 
prudence and discretion to act otherwise, for we are here in 
an enemy's country, and, by the laws, they pretend to govern 
themselves. Independency and Presbytery are the estab- 
lished Churches, and the Church of England the only dis- 
senters, and indeed the only people they unwillingliest would 
admit to have liberty of conscience amongst them ; — that all 
the ground we can propose to gain amongst them must be 
by soft and gentle means, for should the friends of the 
Church do otherwise, the whole country would soon be in a 
flame ; for the ignorant, blind people believe already that, 
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by virtue of tlieir cliarter, Independency and Presbytery arc 
as firmly established here, as the Church is in England. I 
am sorry that anybody should be so unjust in giving the 
Society an account of the people of this colony, as that they 
jire a well-meaning and not heady people, nothing being 
more true than the contrary, concerning which I will be more 
full and particular in my next. In the mean time, I beg leave 
to assure you that I am, unalterably. 

Worthy Sir, yours, &c., 

Caleb Heathcote. 



[B^. Mr. Talioi to Mr. Keith.} 

Westchester, lith FeF^, 1707-8. 
Keverend and Dear Sir, 

I came to this Province before Christmas, but the winter 
Bet in BO hard that I could go no further than Kew-York ; so 
I came back again and preaclied about in several places, and 
dispersed Buch books as I had in this and the next colony, Con- 
necticut; — Mr. Leslie's Five Discourses, The Poor Man's 
Ilelp and T'oung Man's Guide, by Mr. Burket. The Inde- 
pendents say, if they don't get some books soon to answer 
them, they ivill convert the colony. Mr. lluirson is the first 
that read tlie Common Prayer in that place, in Stratford ; when 
he set up first, the Honourable Col. Heathcote came along 
with him, or else I believe their justices would have put him 
in prison. Gov. "Winthrop is dead, and was buried at Boston 
when I Tvas there, and they of Connecticut have chosen Sir. 
Salstonstall, Preacher at Kew-London, to be their Governor. 
He called his council lately of Milford, and showed them his 
letter that ho had written home to answer the Quakers' com- 
plaint, and also to get power to hinder the progress of the 
Church in the Province ; but I hope we shall have as much 
toleration as the Quakers have obtained there, which is all 
that we expect or desire. Mr. Muirson deserves a double 
salary for the great pains and prudence he has shown in that 
matter. 
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The people of several towns, by the way, a9 Norwalk and 
Fairfield, are ready to break open tlieir meeting doors and 
let Iiim in, if he would suffer it ; — they have taken measures 
at Stratford to build a Church, which never was seen in that 
country before. I pray God send them an able minister of 
the Xew Testament, for they have been long enough under 
the old dispensation. I wish their case were well known and 
considered at home, for I'm sure that no man that has any 
cars or bowels of compassion can resist their importunity. 
I saw Mr. Bradford at New-York ; lie tells me mass is set up 
and read publicly in Philadelphia, and several people are 
turned to it, amongst which Lionel Brittain, the Church- 
warden, is one, and his son another. I thought that Popeiy 
would come in amongst Friends, tlie Quakers, as soon as any 
way. An Anabaptist meeting it seems is set up at Burling- 
ton, and another Independent is come to Ebzabeth Town. 
So that for lack of a good Governor we lose our time and 
the Society their money, and the last state of America will 
be worse than the first, if the rest of the missionaries go 
away before more come, I suppose you liave heard of JMr, 
Brook and Mr. Hoore, two of the best hands that were there ; 
they are gone, and upon what account ? purely for want of 
a Bishop to direct and protect them. I pray God help us, for 
we have nobody to apply to, and nobody cares for our souls. 
Your loving friend and servant, 

John Taxbot. 

P. S. — Poor Mr, Honyman is much disturbed at Khode 
Island by Mr. Bridge, who says he has a letter from ray Lord 
of London to take his place ; if so, he will ruin two Churches 
at once. Pray help your countryman what you can, for he is 
worthy. 



•d by Google 



CHDBCH DOCDMEMIB. 



[Mr, i'sont' Memorial rdaiin^ to Caaatdtcui C'oloatjf.\ 

To the Moat HonorahU Society for t)ie Propagation, of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, 

I being desired, \>j those hononrable membera of the com- 
mittee of last Monday, to lay before you what I know relat- 
ing to the Church in Conneetieut Colony, and what disposi- 
tion the people are in to receive it, as also -what may proba- 
bly tend to its advancement there, do humbly beg leave to 
inform you — 

That, immediately brfore my parting from America, I ac- 
companied Mr. Muirson to Stratford, a town in that colony, 
where we preached ; had a considerable number of hearers, 
and administered the holy Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Sapper to many pious persons. 

That we found a considerable number of people in a ready 
disposition to be received into the Church, they being flexible 
to our invitations, and only wanting occasions of instruction. 

Tliat Mr. Muirson seems to be the most proper person to 
be employed in their service, he having done them so many 
good oiHces, and they deservedly having a great esteem of 
his piety and virtue. 

Tiiat it would undoubtedly tend to the honour and increase 
of the Church, in those American parts, if the laws compel- 
ling Church of England membera to maintain dissenting 
ministers were repealed, and especially that called the Eccle- 
siastical Law, in that colony. 

That Mr, Kead, a dissenting minister in the said Stratford, 
who is willing to receive holy orders in the Church of Eng- 
land, and who has suffered extremely, by his countrymen, 
for bis inclinations to the Church, not only seems to deserve 
your compassion, but encouragement, if he can be prevailed 
on to take orders in England, and receive a Mission from 
the Venerable Society. 

Etan Evahs. 

June 18, 1708. 
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[An Account of Ihe Sufering»<ifthc Membenofthe Church of England ai Slraiford.] 

A true narrative of the late persecution, wbicli hath heen 
lately cruelly acted by the authority of the Colony of Con- 
necticut in New England, upon and against the membera of 
the Church of England, being profesaora of the same faith, 
and Communicants of the same Church of England, as by 
law established ; the said government of Connecticut being, 
at present, in the hands of Independents, {viz. :) 

^ir«%.^Whereas, there hath been, for twenty or thirty 
yeara past, a considerable number of Freeholders, inhabitants 
of the town of Stratford, professors of the faith of the Church 
of England, that are desirous to worship God in the way of 
their forefathers, but have hitherto been hindered from en- 
joying the holy ordinances of Jesus Christ, until the year 
1705 ; by which means our children and many others, grown 
persons, have remained without the administration of the 
holy ordinance of Baptism, {there being at thia day in the 
town of Xewhaven to the number of near 900 unbaptized 
persons,) and so throughout the government, proportionably. 

Secondly. — The above said town of Stratford, in the fore 
mentioned year 1705, being destitute of a minister, and the 
professors of the said Church of England having hitherto 
lived peaceably and quietly, paying all rates and taxes pro- 
portionably with our neighbours, considering the deplorable 
state we were like to be in with our posterity, the profes- 
sors of the Church of England made their application to the 
Eev. Mr. Yezie [Vesey], Minister of Trinity Church in New- 
York, the 14th of September aforesaid, to come and preach to 
us, and also to administer the holy ordinance of baptism ; but 
by reason of the distance of places, the Rev. Mr. Vesey inter- 
ceded with the Rev. Mr. Muirson, Minister of the Church of 
England at Rye, being considerable nearer. To which Mr. 
Muirson readily complied, and accordingly, on the 2d Sept., 
170C, came to Stratford, accompanied by the Honourable Col. 
Caleb Heathcotc, a member of the Honourable Society for 
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the Propagation of the Gospel in these Foreign Parts ; and 
then, in order for the carrying on the worship of God de- 
cently, the professors of the Church of England made their 
application to the authorities, viz. : Mr. Joseph Curtice, one 
oftheCouncil, and Mr. James Judson, a justice of the peace, 
and also to the Selectmen of the town of Stratford, to allow 
liberty for the use of the publick meeting-house of said town, 
either before, after, or between their exercise, alledging that 
tliey were fellow-builders with them, and had paid their full 
proportion towards the same ; yet, notwithstanding all these 
arguments, could not at all prevail ; yet, blessed be God, 
though not BO convenient as we desired, notwithstanding we 
met with such difficulties, the Kov. 'Mr. Huirson, finding in 
Stratford so great a Congregation, and such a great number 
to be baptized, that, at the request of those who first sought 
after him, he gave encouragement for a future support, and 
a promise of a second visit upon the same account. 

Thirdly. — As yet tlie Independents kept themselves veiled, 
and didnotopenlyappearuntilsueh time as thcEev.Mr.Muir- 
son, before his second coming, sent to the professors of the 
Church of England to prepare themselves, for he intended to 
administer the holy Sacrament of the Supper of our Lord 
Jesus :— this being known, the Independents immediately be- 
gan to bestir themselves, and soon after the Uev. Mr. Muirson, 
in company with the Honourable Col. Heatheote, arrived a 
second time at Stratford, and on Saturday, in the evening, 
came to the house where the said Mr. Muirson lodged, (whore 
were assembled several of the communicants,) tlie abovesaid 
Mr. Joseph Curtice and said James Judson, Justice, and read 
of a paper containing a whole slicet of paper writ on both 
sides, in which was contained several threats, that if we should 
proceed to worship God or administer the Sacrament, other- 
ivisc than what was agreeable to the law of this colony, that 
then they would proceed against them by fine or imprison- 
ment, as their law directed ; and did forbid them to worship 
God in any such way they well knew was the worship of the 
Church of England : upon which, the honourable Col. Heath- 
cote and the Rev. Mi-. Muirson demanded, of the said Cur- 
tice and said Judson, a copy of said paper, which thoy re- 
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fused ; and moreover, Mr. Joseph Curtice abovesaid, the day 
following, being the Lord's day, stood in the liighway liim- 
self, and employed several others, to forbid any person to go 
to the assembly of tho Church of England, and threatened 
them with a fine of five pounds, as the law directed ; never- 
theless, the people were not wholly discouraged, by reason 
that the Rev. Mr. Muirson, being encouraged by the earnest 
desire of his auditory, did promise to assist them as often as 
ho possibly could. 

J^ourt/ily.—lhe Eev. Mr. Muirson, at tlie request of the 
commimicants of the Church of England in Stratford, took 
advice of the gentlemen of the Honourable Society, and also 
the Eev, ministers of the Church of England to the west, and 
some time after having taken their advice, in company with 
Col. Ileathcote, came to Stratford, and advised us to embody 
ourselves into a Society, which accordingly we did, and made 
choice of Churchwardens and Yestrymen, which occasioned 
the Independents to be more enraged against ns. 

Fifthly. — Not long after the Eev. Mr. Evans, minister of 
the Clmreh of England at Philadelphia, being bound for 
England, came in company with the Eev. Mr. Muirson to 
Stratford, to visit the Church, and see what state we were in ; 
the Church, nnderstanding that Mr. Evans was bound for 
England, did request of him that he would bo so kind to us, as 
to take care of, and present a petition of ours, to the Kt. Kev. 
Tatlier in God, the Bishop of London : and also to the Honour- 
able Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Eoreign 
Parts, that they would be pleased to take pity on us, and 
consider our sad condition, and the necessity we stand in of 
an able minister of the Gospel ; and, if it might stand with 
their honour's pleasure, that the Kev. Mr. Muirson might be 
our minister, which we understand was granted to us, for 
which favour we, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for their 
honom''s weal and prosperity. 

Sixthly. — Before we had any return fromEngland, it pleased 
Almighty God, in hia providence, to bereave us of the Eev. 
Mr. Muirson, by taking of him to himself, by reason whereof 
wc remain as sheep without a shepherd, notwithstanding the 
great kindness we have received from the Kev. ministers to 
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the wcat of ns, viz., tlie Kev. Mr. Taltot, the Eey. Mr. Sharpe, 
who was near a month amongst us, and took much pains, and 
baptized many, (amon^t whom was an aged man, said to be 
the first man-child bom in the colony of Connecticut,) and the 
Eev. Mr. Bridge, who have administered the holy Sacraments 
and ordinance of Jesus Christ, to our great comfort and con- 
solation. Nevertheless, by reason of their great distance 
from ns, we remain as sheep having no sliepherd, are ex- 
posed the more, as a prey to our persecutors, the Independ- 
ents, who watch all opportunities to destroy the Church, both 
root and branch. 

Seventhly. — But as yet we received no other persecution 
but that of the tongue, until the 12th day of December, 
1709. Some of their officers, namely, Edmund Lewis, Jona- 
than Curtice, and Francis Griffith, having a warrant from 
the authority, viz., Joseph Curtice and James Judson, 
abovesaid, to levy by distress of estate, or imprisonment of 
the bodies of such person or persons as should refuse to pay 
to them such sums of money as were by them demanded, 
they no sooner having power but put it vigorously in execu- 
tion ; and on the 12th of December, 1709, about midnight, 
did apprehend and seizethe bodies of TimothyTitharton, one 
of our Churchwardens, and John Marcy, one of the Vestry- 
men, and forced them to travel, under very bad circum- 
stances, in the winter season and at that unreasonable time 
of night, to the common gaol, where felons are coniined, 
being eight miles distant, not allowing them so much as firo 
or candle-light for their comfort, and there continued them 
until they paid snch sums as by the gaoler was demanded, 
which was on the 15th day of the same month. 

^ij/if%.— Notwithstanding all this, they still persisted 
witli rigor to continue their persecution, and seized the body of 
Daniel Shelton, at his habitation or farm, being about eight 
miles distant from the town, and hurrying of him away toward 
the town in order to carry him to the county gaol ; passing by 
a house, he requested of them that he might go in and warm 
him, and take some refreshment, which was granted ; but 
they being in a hurry bid him come along, but he desiring 
a little longer time, they barbarously laid violent hands on 
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Us person, and iiing his body .cross a horse's back, and 
called for ropes to tie him on the horse ; to the truth of 
■which several persons can give their testimony, and are 
ready when therennto called ; and, having brought him to 
the town, they immediately seized the bodies of William 
Eawlinson and Archibald Dunlap, and carried them, all 
three, to the county gaol, it being the 16th day of January, 
1709, and there confined tliem until such time as they dis- 
bursed such sums of money as the gaoler demanded of them, 
which money was left in the hands of the Lieut. Governor, 
Nathaniel Gould, Esq., ho promising them that the next 
general court should hear and determine the matter, and 
that the money left in his hands should be disposed of as tho 
court should order, and tliey were at present released, being 
the 17th day of the same instant. 

JBn<«j(.— Several others of tho Church had their estates 
distressed on the same account, and reuded from them, par- 
ticularly Wilham Jeancs, having money due to him in the 
hands of the town treasurer, the above Edmund Lewis, dis- 
tressed of his estate that which was in said treasurer's hands 
on tlie same account, for the maintaining the Dissenting 
minister the year 1709, and left no copy of his so doing; 
and also the treasurer detains all tho rest that remains in his 
hands, telling him that he will keep it for his rate, winch 
rate is cliicfly for tho purchase of a house for their Dissenting 
minister, which house and land cost iElSO : and so are our 
estates rendcd from us. notwithstanding this, the said Wm. 
Jeancs did, for himself in person, go to a town meetmg con- 
vened in Stratford, (being empowered by the Society of the 
Church of England,) when they were ordering a rate to raise 
money to pay for the said house and land, and did, publiokly, 
in behalf of himself and Society, declare and protest agamst 
any such proceedings, and tendered money to the town re- 
corder to enter said protest, but ho refused so to do. 

Tenthly —When the general court of said Colony ot Con- 
uectieut was assembled at Hartford, in May, 1710, the So- 
ciety of the Cliurch ot England empowered William Jeancs, 
their lawful attorney, to address said general court for a de- 
termination and issue of what should be done with said 
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money committed to the abovesaid Lieiitenant-GoTernor, and 
also to see if we sliould, for tlie future, enjoy peace amongst 
them ; our eaid attorney, in order thereunto, tendered an ad- 
dress to eaid eonrt, dated May 20th, 1710, but could obtain 
no positive answer, but was detained there by dilatory an- 
swers, until the 26!h day of the said instant, (May,) when 
one of the members of the lower house brought to the said 
Jeanes the address and power of attorney, and told him 
the thing had been often moved, but they see eanse to give 
no answer, and so we find no relief for the poor distressed 
Church, nor the members thereof. 

Meventhli/. —The poor Church at Stratford, being left in 
a deplorable condition, destitute and without hope of any 
relief in this colony under this government, several of our 
Society liavo ab-eady, of necessity, fled their perseention 
finally, being such an additional one as was seldom heard of; 
for finding that some of our Society, being tradesmen and 
handicraft, and snch as had dependence upon working at 
their trades for other people, they combined together not to 
set them to work, saying that by that means they should 
weaken the interests of the Church ; by which subtle strata- 
gem of Satan's to persecute the Church of Chi-ist, we are 
likely to be brought low, for some are already gone, and 
others looking out where to shelter themselves from their 
cruelty, and must inevitably fall, if God, of his infinite 
mercy, do not raise up some goodly, compassionate friends 
for us : and we, the subscribers, do assert the truth of what 
is here written. 



Timothy TrrnAETON, ) Church 
William SMnn, ) Wardens. 
"William Eawlinson, 
"William Jeakks, 
John Johnson, 



ElCHAED BlACKLATH, 

Daniel Shelton, 
Aeobibald Ddnlap, 
J as, Humpheets, 
James Clakke. 



•d by Google 



CONNECTICUT — 1710. 



To the Bight Jiev. Father in God, the Zord BisJwp of L(m- 
don, and to the Honourable Sodetyf&r the Pro]>agating the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts : 

"We, the Churchwardens and Yestry of Stratford, in the 
Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, have long lain un- 
der very great grievances from the Independcnta of this colo- 
ny, aa may be seen in the narrative of our case, which conies 
■with tliis our address ; hut above all, from tlie want of a 
minister to furnish us with ghostly advice, and to administer 
the bread of life to us in our miserable and deplorable loss. 
It is the less matter that wo suffer persecutions and aiflictions 
in this life, if we could but see, with a comfortable prospect, 
into the other world. "What signifies what beeomea of the 
body, if our precious souls, for wiiich Christ vouchsafed to 
die, be saved ? And it is not without great affliction that we 
reflect on the bad success so many addresses for a minister 
have met with. We hope God has not altogether forsaken 
US ; neither the patrons of our holy religion at home quite 
laid us aside ; and therefore we presume, once more, to^ ad- 
dress your Lordsliip and the Honourable Society for a minis- 
ter ; and, were lie to be a travelling missionary through the 
colony, we doubt not but in a short time tlio best of churches 
in the world would flourish even in this government, where 
they are strangers to the happy constitution. 

"We leave the further representation of our case to be made 
by the faithful and worthy labourer in God's vineyard, the 
Eev. Mr. John Talbot, who lias visited us sometimes, and 
often by letters given us great comfort and courage, who is 
going home in the service of the Church, and is always ready 
to venture his life for it. The Lord reward him for his labour 
of love which he hath showed to all the Churches ; and, in- 
deed, had it not been for the visits wo have received from 
the clergy to the west, and the encouragement we had from 
the Honourable Colonel Heathcote, whohath ever been a true 
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friend to 113 and the Church, wo eliould not liave teen able to 
get through the trouble and grievances we have met with, 
and are yet likely to meet with, if not relieved. We praj 
God preserve your Lordship, and grant that the many soula 
that have been relieved by the charity of your Lordship and 
the Honourable Society, may be your and their crowa of re- 
joicing in the world to come. We beg your Lordship's pray- 
ers, and are your Lordship's most dutiful and obedient humble 
servants, 

TiMOTHT Ttphaeton, ] Church "William Eawlinson, 
William Smith, | Wardens. Archibald Dunlap, 
EiciiAED Blacklath, Edwaed Bukkough, 

William Jeanes, James IIdmphkets, 

JoHM Johnson, James Claeke, 

Damiel Shelton. 



{Addriss to ihe Queen, from Sirat/ord.] 

To the Qmeti's Most Mccellent Magesty, the humble address 
of some members of the Church of England, residing at 
Stratford, in, Connecticut, in the Province of New-Eng- 
land : 

May it please your Majesty, 

We have, for a long time, been oppressed and persecuted 
by the government of this colony ; some of our estates taken 
from US, some imprisoned for refusmg to pay money to bur a 
house and fai-ra for their minister, and to pay a yearly stipend 
to him, and all of us menaced and threatened with several 
punishments if we presume to meet together to have the 
Church of England service performed to us, when it pleased 
God to order a minister of the said Church our way; and, 
besides, all do lie under their daily reproaches, scoffing and 
moekings, without the advantage of a minister to give us 
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comfortable and ghostly advice, and to administer the bread 
of life to ns. 

These have been our grievances for many years, and we 
shonld not have been able to bear them, had we not received 
some visits from the Clergy of the west, and especially seve- 
ral from the Honourable Col. Heathcote, who hath ever been 
a true fiiend both to us and the Church, and has always en- 
couraged us not to swerve from our holy profession, notwith- 
standing the difficulty and trials we met with, and the bad 
euceess we had in our frequent addresses for a minister to the 
Eight I!ev. Father in God, the Lord Bishop of London, and 
tlie Honourable Society for the Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. And indeed, the want of a minister is the 
greatest of our afflictions, which, with the rest of our griev- 
ances, we presume humbly to lay before your Majesty, and 
pray your Majesty to use some means for our relief, and that 
your Majesty may long and happily live to reign over us; 
and when you lay aside this earthly crown, that you may re- 
ceive a crown of glory, is the continual and fervent prayer 
of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal 
and faitliful and obedient subjects and servants, 

Timothy Tithakton, l Church "William Hawliksou, 

William Smith, f Wardens. "William Jeahes, 
John Johnsoit, Daniel Suelton, 

Arcbieald Dunlap, Edward Bukbough, 

James Humpheeys, James Olaeke, 

ElCHAKD BlACKLATH. 



\Mr. PUUpB to the SetreUcry.} 

Philadelphia, Sept. 9th, 1713. 

Sir, 

It is with more than ordinary concern I am forced to give 
yon this trouble to desire the favour of you to acquaint tlie 
Honourable Society with my reasons for leaving Stratford, in 
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Connecticut Colony, in iNew-EngUnd. During my abode 
there, wliicli was till the 19th day of August last, I used my 
utmost endeavours to answer the end of my mission, as ap- 
pears by a certificate signed by the Churchwardens and Ves- 
trymen of that place. I made it my business to ride from 
place to place, to preach to and instruct those that showed 
the least inclination to become members of our Church, in 
the extremity of heat and cold, which has indeed very much 
impaired my health ; hut tlic dissenting party being very nn- 
merous, and being likewise encouraged by the Governor 
there, who is a rigid independent, and finding the greatest 
part of those wlio protended to be of the Churchway, were 
only so to screen themselves from the taxes imposed on them 
by Dissenters, I must beg leave to inform the Yenerable So- 
ciety that there is little success, and less encouragement, to 
be expected from the labours of the most painful divine 
which siiall be sent to that place, whilst the government re- 
mains in the hands it's in, than almost any other part of 
America, The consideration of which, togctlier with my un- 
willingness to put the Honourable Society to so great an ex- 
pense to very little purpose, made me loot out for some otiier 
place, where, in all probability, I might be capable of doing 
much more service; which, I hope, will in some measure 
help to plead my excuse with that venerable body that I did 
not let 'em hnow of my removal before I did remove ■ but 
the shortness of the time and tlio necessity of tho present 
circumstances of the Church, which laid Kr. Evans under 
necessity to hasten home, could not possibly admit of it • 
otherwise, I should not have presumed to have taken any one 
step without first consulting that learned body, for which I 
have the greatest esteem imaginable ; besides, I thought that 
no missionary now abroad could bo so well spared from their 
cure, as myself. Tlierefore, when I heard of Mr. Evans' de- 
sign of visiting Great Britain, I made my application to him 
and by the persuasion of my friends and of the req^uest o£ 
his Churchwardens and Vestrymen, as appears by tlie copy of 
their minutes, I, with much difiieulty, prevailed upon him to 
accept of me for his curate during his absence ; in doing 
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■wliich (though I have been guilty of a breach of my instruc- 
tions) I beg that the Honourable Society will please to pardon 
it. I SDnt home bills of exchange for £20 sterling, payable 
to Mr. Nathaniel Simpson, or his order, bearing date May 2d, 
1713 ; and since that, I have sent other bills of exchange, pay- 
able to the Rev. Mr. Gardiner, for £20 sterling,which is all that 
remains due to me from the Honourable Society. Pray, sir, 
please to order that it may be paid, and you will nmch oblige, 
Sir, your very humble servant, 

Teahcis Philips. 

P. S. Had we a Bishop here to apply to iu that and other 
exigencies that will happen when a Church begins to increase, 
there would be no need of troubling the Society with things 
of this nature ; bat where this guide is wanting, it can't pos- 
eibiy be but that some things that are done may be looked 
upon aa irregular ; but I humbly beg the Society's aeceptaneo 
of my most grateful acknowledgments of their undeserved 
favours. 



{Extraci of a letter from Colonel MeathcoU to General MshoUm.J 

Ifew- York, April 19th, 1714. 
Kay it please your Excellency, 

I happened to be detained in the country ont of the post- 
road, when the postman went last from home, and so was 
disabled from the keeping my promise in writing to your 
excellency then, and giving those accounts you desired, or 
acknowledging your excellency's favour of the 5th past. As 
to the Church of Stratford, I send your excellency the state 
thereof as it was transmitted to me by the Churchwardens 
and Vestry of that place ; those poor people have hitherto 
been very unfortunate, but I hope it won't be always so with 
them. When I went first amongst them with Mr, Muirson, 
there seemed to be aa fair a prospect of settling the Church 
as in any part of America, ho having, in a very few journies, 
increased his communion to forty ; and had he not unhappily 
i 
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died, or had the Society, upon the first notice of his death, 
been expeditious in supplying that place with another good, 
diligent missionary, it had still teen recoverable ; but they 
delayed it so long that the enemies of tlio Church had time 
to fortify themselves against us, for the, effecting whereof the 
Presbyterians and Independent ministers, both in Connecticut 
and Boston, were consulted, and, among many other resolves 
to prevent the Church's growth, determined that one of the 
best preachers that both colonies could afford should be sought 
out and sent there; and one Mr. Cutler, wlio lived then at 
Boston or Cambridge, was accordingly pitched upon. As to 
Mr. Philips, the Society made a wrong choice in him ; for 
that missionary being of a temper very contrary to be pleased 
■with such conversation and way of living as Stratford affords, 
had no sooner seen that place but liis whole thoughts were 
bent and employed how he should get from it, and to be 
employed either at Mr. Vesey's lecture, or to be settled at 
Philadelphia, the latter whereof he brought about. 



IChia-ckwardtni and Vestry of Stratford to Colonel Eeaihcote.'\ 

Stratford, April 9(A, 1714. 
Honored Sir, 

These are to inform you of the deplorable state of our poor 
Church, which we labour under by reasons of Mr. Philips 
leaving of us. Our Church was on a likely way to have 
flourished, and several persons, the masters of considerable 
families, were leaving the society of Dissenters, and coming 
over to us, but, by reason of his desertion, it all failed, and 
left us a scorn and reproach to the enemies of the Church ; 
and as touching liis behaviour whilst among us, the greatest 
thing we have to charge him with was his not attending his 
orders and commission ; for when he first arrived he stayed 
weeks at Kew-York, and came not to Stratford until the 19th 
day of December, and then was with us but nine Sabbaths, 
and went again to New- York and stayed five weeks, and then 
was with us five Sabbaths more, and went again to Ifew- 
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York and stayed about two weeks, and then stayed two Sab- 
baths, and then finally left ns wholly, as at this day ; but be- 
fore lie went the first time to New- York lie desired ns to sign 
for him a letter of recommendation to send to the Honour- 
able Society, which we, like innocent sheep, did ; he havino- 
it ready drawn ; himself wrote it. The second time he left 
us we discoursed whether he designed to leave us, and lie said 
he would never leave us until such time as we should have a 
supply, and another minister settled amongst us. But havino- 
no regard to liis promise, he left us, as you are sensible, and 
carried away with him the books, which wo understood since, 
were sent by the Honourable Society for the use of our Cliureh. 
He also promised that he would receive what money he could 
for us to assist in the building of our Church, for which 
(tliough long first) we have at last got the timber felled, and 
do hope to get it raised in three months' time. Nothing else, 
but with hearty thanks and praises to God for a blessing on 
your faithful endeavours, and for the settling of the Church 
amongst us, we rest, 

Your most bumble servants, 

EiCHAED Blaoklath, ) CIiuTchwardens, 
William Smith, i and others. 

Endorsed by Col. Heathcote : " Copy of this letter was sent 
to Gen. Nicholson." 



[Ur. Bridge to the Secretary.— Extrad.'] 

Mye, Oct. Uth, 1714. 
Sir, 

I am heartily sorry that I have occasion to inform the 
Honourable Society that the interest of the Church in Strat- 
ford seems to be declining ; there are there an honest and so- 
ber people, truly zealous for the Church ; but they live among 
neighbours who despise and misuse them for their loyalty to 
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the croven and zeal for the Chnrcli, and they have met with 
so many discouragements and disappointments that they are 
almost -wearied out ; they are frequently calling on me to 
assist them, and I go as often as my health and tlie affairs of 
my parish -will allow me; tut they are at Bueh a distance 
that it is hoth difficult and expensive to me, and I have not 
put them to any charge for my coming among them, and 
shall always be willing to assist them what I can, til! a minis- 
ter te eent to settle with them, if the Honourable Society be 
pleased to direct me so to do. 

I am, sir, &c,, 

Oheis. Bkidoe. 



[ The CharcTiwardem and Vestry of Stratford, in ConneMnut, io tJie Simcmrable 
Society.— ExtTaa.'\ 

Stratford, Septemler ZOth, 1718. 

To the Honourable Society for Propagating the Ooapel in 
% Plantations : 



The humble address of us, the subscribers, members of the 
Church of England, in Stratford, in the Colony of Connecti- 
cut, in New-England, on behalf of ourselves and Society, 

Humbly Sheweiu : 

Hoping your honours will consider that we have been an 
embodied society these twelve years, and yon have so far 
considered us at first, to send a Commission to the Eev. Mr. 
Muirson to be our minister, but his deceasing, wo remained 
destitute at least five years ; then your honours considered us 
a second time, and sent us a minister, Mr. Phillips ; but he 
not answering your expectations, nor ours neither, soon left 
us destitute as before, and much worse ; for those who liked 
not the Church would often flout us and say, we might never 
expect another minister. So we remained in this deplorable 
state more than five years, as a scoff and by-word to the ene- 
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miea of tlie Cliurcli, We have cause to doubt we have been 
represented to your honours as inconsiderable, few in num- 
bers and not worth minding ; and, indeed, as to our outward 
estate, it may very well be said that wc are inconsiderable, 
it being the interests of our goTemment so to make us ; but 
as to our number, wo liave had at least a hundred baptized 
into the Church, and have had at one time thirty six par- 
takers of the Holy Communion of the Lord's Supper, and 
have several times assembled in our congregation between 
two and tiiree -hundred persons; and if encouraged by your 
honours, may be as flourishing a Church as any country 
Church in America. We humbly beseech your honoure to 
consider that there ie not any government in America bat 
what has oar settled Charch and ministers, but this of Con- 
necticut, 



[Gmerai MckoUon, to the SeerOai^.—Xrtrad.''] 

Charles City amd Pwt, \Charleston,'\ S. C, Jan, llth, 1723. 

Sir, 

The affairs of the Iteverend the gentlemen of Yale College, 
in Comiecticut Colony, if rightly managed and encouraged, 
may be of great service to our holy mother, the Church of 
England, as by law established ; and with submission I think 
that the ministers and people of those parts cannot, with 
justice or reason, blame tlie Church of England for taking 
care and encouraging those Eeverend gentlemen who, out of 
conscience, left their communion. I am in hopes that the 
three Heverend gentlemen who are gone from New-England 
will receive Episcopal ordination, and 'tis probable that, ac- 
cording to their encouragement with you, others may follow 
their example ; and it may be a very good way for the So- 



* Genera! Francis Nicliolson, who -was, at different times, iu 1 
lorethonoiio of the colonies, and always very zeelous in the can 
■as, -when this letter was written, Governor of South CaroHna. 
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ciety, or My Lord Bishop of London, to send r 
these parts, tlie procuring of -whom hath heen so Tery diffi- 
cult and chargeahle to tlio Society. 

I herewitli send you the copy of a paper which I had when 
I was in New-England, in the year 1687, given nie by the 
Honourable John Wart Winthrop, grandson to John Win- 
throp, who was the first governor of Massachosetts Bay, and 
his father was first governor of Connecticut Colony, having 
obtained their charter from King Charles the Second soon 
after the Restoration. Richard Saltonstall was a knight, and 
the Honourable Gurdon Saltonstall is the present governor. 
Isaac Johnson, I think, married with my Lady Arabella, 
daughter to the Earl of Lincoln. Tliomas Dudley, I think, 
was steward to tliat family, and some time governor of Mas- 
saclmsetts Colony, and father to Joseph Dudley, Esq., de- 
ceased, late governor of that province. "With submission I 
think this paper may be made good use of at this juncture, 
concerning the Reverend gentlemen desiring Episcopal ordi- 
nation, &c. 

I herewith send you the letter I received from Boston con- 
cerning the liev. Mr. Cutler, &c. ; and I desire you'll please 
to wait on my Lord Bishop of London concerning it, and I 
hope, in God, he will bo sent over for the new Church of 
England in Boston, towards tho fumistiing of which I design, 
God willing, to send them something by the next safe oppor- 
tunity of writing to them, -which I am afraid will not be till 
March ; and I am in hope that the Society and the Bishop 
of London will provide for the Rev. Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Johnson, either in those parts or hero ; and if the Society or 
Bishop of London send them, for the encouragement of those 
Reverend gentlemen, I desire the Society will please to ad- 
vance £7 sterling each for paying their passage, and it shall 
be most thankfully repaid by me. This affairof those gentle- 
men has made a great noise and bustle in H"cw-England, 
and I herewith send yon some of their public prints. 

I herewith send a letter I received from tlie Karragansett 
Country, which affair I earnestly recommend to the Society 
and the Bishop of London ; and I intend, God willing, by 
tho first opportunity to send them something. I likewise 



•d by Google 



CONNECTICUT — 1722, 55 

send you a letter from one Mr. Gabriel Bernon ; and the affair 
he -writes about I earnestly recommend to the Society and tlie 
Lord Bishop of London, and I design, God ivilling, to send 
them Bomething. 

I also Bend yoii a letter I received from Marblehead, and I 
hope, in God, that Church will do well, and most earnestly 
recommend them to the Society ; and, if tliey should want, I 
shall, God ■willing, eend them something, as likewise the 
Church of England at Newbury, [Newbury port,] and I 
hope, in God, they will do very well there. 

I most earnestly recommend these affairs to the Society 
and the Lord Bishop of London ; and pray give the humblest 
of my duty to the Bishop, and my service, &c., to the rest. 
I am now daily in hopes of having the good fortune of hearing 
from you, and that all the affairs of the Society prosper in all 
respects ; and for the accomplishment whereof nothing shall 
be wanting tliat lies in the power of 

Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 

!Fk. Nicholson. 

I herewith send you a letter which I had formerly from 
the Eev, Mr. Cutler, and a letter for you from Mr. Commis- 
sary Bull. 



[The CkirchviaTdetii of Stratford, in, Coitnrigicul, to the Secretary.] 

May 29M, 1722. 

Sh-, 

After a long expectation we are supplied from the Honour- 
able Society with a Missionary, for whom we do hereby re- 
turn onr most grateful acknowledgments. As to Mr. Bigot's 
care over us we are well satisfied that it will be to the advan- 
tage of the Church of England, and theedifying of all of ua 
who belong to that Church, as far as can be guessed by his 
deportment liitlierto. We received a letter with him from 
you, and should be glad, sir, to comply therewith, if our abili- 
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ties would permit us to do it ; for our number indeed is great, 
but we have no leading men to support ua under our difficul- 
ties in a country resolved to fleece all of our persuasion as long 
as tlieir charter continues. We are about to build a Church 
at our own expense, and should be extremely happy if the 
Honourable Society would bestow the same allowance on 
Mr. Pigot as they did on Mr. Philips, especially since he 
so much more deservedly merits it, and promises so much 
satisfaction therein. "We also render our hearty thanks for 
those necessary books he has brought among us, and shall 
always retain in our memories a sincere affection for the aus- 
picious Society who sent them, and therefore beg leave grate- 
fully to subscribe ourselves, in tlie behalf of the whole 
Church, 

Their, and, sir, 

Tour obliged humble Bervants, 

JouN Johnson, '( Church 
"William Jeaks, f Wardens. 



\Mr. Figoi to ili^ Sceretar^.'] 

Stratford, August 20(A, 1722. 
Sir, 

In my last of the 4th of June, by tlie hands of Mr. "Wil- 
liam Gardner, whose receipt I have, I gave you some account 
of my progress in the ministry here ; but 1 am now more 
capable of guessing at the aims of the people about me. 
Since Trinity Sunday, when I first gathered a Church, 
(though by mistake I mentioned the Sunday following in my 
former,)Ihaveadmiuisteredthe Communion to thirty persons, 
and baptized twenty-seven infants, as you may perceive by 
the enclosed, which ia my notitia parochialis thereof. The 
leading people of this colony are generally prejudiced against 
theu- mother Church, but yet I have great expectations of a 
glorious revolution of the ecclesiastics of this country, be- 
cause the most distingnished gentlemen among them are re- 
solvedly bent to promote her welfare and embrace her bap- 
tism and discipline, and, if the leaders fall in, there is no 
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doubt to be made of the people. Those gentlemen who are 
ordained pastors among the Independents, namely, Mr. 
Cutler, the President of Yale College, and ivo more, have 
held a conference with me, and are determined to declare 
themselves professors of the Church of England, as soon as 
they shall understand they will he supported at home ; they 
complain much, both of the necessity of going home for or- 
ders, and of their inability for such an undertaking ; they 
also surmise it to be entirely disserviceablo to our Church, 
because, if they should come to England, they must leave 
their Hocks, and thereby give tho vigilant enemy an opportu- 
nity to seize their cures and supply them with inveterate 
schismatics ; but if a Bishop coiild be sent us, they could se- 
cure their parishes now and hereafter, because the people 
here are legally qualified to choose their own ministers as 
often as a vacancy happens, and this would lighten tho Hon- 
ourable Bociety's expenses to a wonderful degree. I am m- 
formed, also, by these, that there are other gentlemen dis- 
posed to renounce their separation, not only in this colony, 
bnt ako in other provinces of North America, and those a 
body, considerable enough to perfect a general reformation. 
Sir the Honourable Society will perceive by this, that many 
sound reasons arc not wanting to inspuit them to procure 
the mission of a Bishop into these Western parts ; for, besides 
the deficiency of a Governor in the Church, to inspect the 
regular lives of the clergy, to ordain, confirm, consecrate 
Churches, and the like, amongst those that already conform ; 
there is, also, a sensible want of this superior order, as a sure 
bulwark against the many heresies that are already brooding 
in this part of the world. I shall say no more on that sub- 
ject till I have your and my Lord of London's sentiments on 
this affair. I have distributed what books I brought, and 
have reason to bless God for the good infincnee they have 
had on the people. I hope the Honourable Society will bo 
pleased to order me some Common Prajcr-Books and Cate- 
chisms, than which nothing, (besides a Bishop) can be more 
advantageous to the successful ministry of, sir, yonr and the 
Honourable Society's very humble servant, 

Geoege Pigot. 
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P. S, — I have freq^iteiit invitations to come to Providence, 
in Eliode Island Government, where I am a proprietor, and 
do humbly crave the patronage of the Honourable Society 
for that residence, when they are determined to send a mis- 
sionary thither, whom it may suit as well to come to Strat- 
ford. 



[Mr. Figot to tie Sea-itary-l 

October StZ, 1722. 

Sir, — I write this from New- York, where I am soliciting 
for subscriptions towards the building a Church at Stratford, 
for the glorious work wo liave already undertaken, notwith- 
standing the poverty of the oppressed inhabitants. I have 
not been idle since my dismission ; and as I made quick 
dispatch on my setting out from home, so I've been diligent 
in promoting the good of our Church in this country. I 
shall, before Christmas, according to appointment, preach 
tlu-iee at Tairfield, which is eight miles distant from my 
abode — as often at Newtown, which is twenty-two miles 
from Stratford — thrice, also, at Eipton, at the same distance 
— in which places I iiave and shall take care to improve the 
festivals of our Church to such purposes ; and where these 
do not intervene, on other week-days. On the 4t!i of the 
last month, at the desire of the president, I repaired to the 
Commencement of Yale College, in New-Haven, where, in 
the face of the whole country, the aforesaid gentleman and 
six others, hereafter named, declared themselves in this wise 
that they could no longer keep out of the communion of the 
Holy Catholic Church, and that some of them doubted of the 
validity, and the rest were persuaded of the invalidity, of 
Presbyterian ordination in opposition to Episcopal. The 
gentlemen fully persuaded thereof are the five following, 
viz. : Mr. Cutler, president of Yale College ; Mr. Brown, 
tutor to the same ; Mr. Elliot, pastor of Killingswortli ; 
Mr. Johnson, pastor of "West Haven, and Mr. Wetmore, paa- 
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tor of Nortli Haven. The two gentlemen -who seemed to 
doubt are Mr. Ilart, pastor of East Guilford, and Mr. Whit- 
tlesy, pastor of Wallingford. Tlieso seven gave in their de- 
clarations in writing, and, at the same time, two more ; and 
these pastors of great note gavo their assent, of whom the 
one, Mr. Buckley, of Colchester, declared Episcopacy to be 
^ure divino, and tlie other, Mr. Whiting, of some remote 
town, also gave in his opinion for moderate Episcopacy. 

This great outset towards a reformation in tliia de- 
luded country has brought In vast numbers to favour the 
Church of England, Nay, sir, Newton and Eipton, if not 
Fairfield, do intend to petition the Ilonourable Society for 
Church ministers. The gentlemen above mentioned de- 
sign, some of them, to go liome for orders, and the rest will 
tarry till a Bishop comes, if ever it should please God to in- 
spire those in authority to promote him. I mention this, sir, 
that those of the worthy gentlemen I have been writing 
about, who make applieation,_may not be disappointed at 
their coming to England ; but may, with the Honourable 
Society's good approbation, be sent back into tlte colony and 
parts adjacent at the same time. 

Sir, I hope the Honourable Society will consider me, and 
grant me, according to a former rote, entered into their 
minutes, the preference of Bristol, if they shall dispose of 
Providence to another. 

I shall now inform yon, sir, of what obstructions I meet 
with in my ministry, and they are several, viz. : that of 
Lieutenant-Governor Nathan Gould, who is a most invete- 
rate slanderer of our Church — charging her witli popery, 
apostacy and atheism — who makes it his business to hinder 
the conversion of all whom he can, by threatening them with 
his authority — and who, as a judge of the courts here, dis- 
francliises men merely for being Churchmen ; also, that of 
living under a charier government, in which there is not the 
least mention of ecclesiastical affairs; bo that they have 
boldly usurped to tliemselves, and insultingly imposed on the 
necks of others, the power of taxing and disciplining all 
persons whatsoever, for the grandeur and support of their 
self created ministers ; also, that of lying slanders, continually 
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Spread against onr Mother, as if she were a pereeeutress, and 
gaped for the tenth of the country's increase ; and, though 
these deceivers pretend a firm attachment to the iilustrioiis 
house of Hanover, yet they are freijueutly oppugning the 
ting's supremacy. Lastly ; another great obstruction is tlie 
want of Common Prayer-Boobs and Cateeliisras. I shall, in 
a short time, inform my Lord of London of the result of the 
affairs, after a meeting of a General Assembly some time 
this month, when the fate of these gentlemen and myself, in 
relation to the resentment thereof, will be determined. 
I remain, Sir, 
With all due regard to the Honourable Society, 

Their and yonr very humble servant, 
Geokge Pioot. 



] 

To ths Honourable Society for the Pr(ypagating the Go^d in 
Foreign Parts, in Conjunction with the Church in Boston, 
in whose name, as well as in his own, he appears, is : 

1. That the Church now erecting there may hare the sup- 
port and protection of the Honourable Society, there bein" an 
apparent and universally allowed necessity of a new Church 
in that town, the old Clmrch not being capable, in any man- 
ner, to accommodate all that are disposed to attend the Com- 
munion of the Church of England in that town, and many 
greatly disadvantaged by their remote situation from it. 

2. That the Honourable Society would make yearly addi- 
tions to the salary their minister may have from them, and 
particularly to my salary, who am invited by them, and 
intend their service, if I may receive orders and be disposed 
there ; and to enforce my desires, I humbly offer these things 
to consideration, respecting the Church and town of Boston 
and myself. 

1. Tho present slendemesa of their number, of whose in- 
crease, though thereis a great probability, there is no certainty. 

2. The many difficulties which now lie upon them in build- 



•d by Google 



CONNECTICUT 1722, 61 

ing an house, &c., are very heavy for them to go through 
■with, 

3. Tlie expensive living, which a town of such concourse 
and note as Boston is, requires, 

4. The niimerousness of iny family. 

6. The absolute dependence I have on a enpport from my 
services there, my own estate being very inconsiderable, and 
that also diminished by a free and voluntary resignation of 
£90, -which I made to the College that I left, that I might 
not give disaffected persons any handle for reflection upon 
me ; but these I propose TrVith submission, and hope God will 
learn me in every state wherein I am, or may be, therewith 
to be content. 

TlMOTHT CUTLEE. 



[Mr. Johnson's Sepresentation.} 

ISth Jan'y, 1722. 

The representation which I hereby desire to make of my 
case and request to the Ilonourable Society, is as followeth : 

That whereas, I found myself obliged in duty, upon a seri- 
ous and deliberate examination of the matter, to separate 
from the people which I had the care of, to join myself to the 
most pure and primitive Church of England, though I have 
hereby lost the good will of the greater part of that people, 
yet there is a very considerable number of tlie most serious 
of them that have an earnest desire of jay return to them 
again, at least as near as possible, and who, if I should, would 
never submit to the administrations of any Dissenting teacher ; 
and on my part, as I have a compassionate concern for that 
people, so I am earnestly desirous of having them still nnder 
my care, and for that reason of being placed as near to them 
as possible. Stratford (where I am well known) is within 
ten miles of them, so that if I were tliere I should be under 
advantage of doing service (according to my slender ability) 
among them as at Stratford. 

The liev. Mr. Pigot (who is now missionary at Stratford) is 
desirous (as his letters testify) of being removed to Providence. 
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Trovidence is a place which extremely suffers for want of 
the means of religion ; and the people are so far disposed to 
the Chnrch of England that they are building a Church, and 
are ahle to do considerable to the support of it, and ■will 
shortly, in all probability, address tlie Honourable Society 
for an interest in its case. 

In case they should not, or the Honourable Society should 
not think fit to grant their request, there is another place, 
viz., Eipton, -withui 14 miles of my former people, -who are 
addressing the Honourable Society for its favours, where I 
would gladly he ordered, (at least for the present,) if their re- 
quest should be granted. 

If this be not practicable, I should bo thankful if tlie Hon- 
ourable Society would permit me to succeed Mr. Dean, Cate- 
chist, at ITew-York; and finally, if nothing can be done 
wherebyl might be enabled to serve the designs of the Hon- 
ourable Society in or near my own country, though I must 
confess it would be with the greatest reluctance that I should 
leave it, yet such is my affection to the Church of England, 
and especially to the glorious designs of that venerable body, 
that I hope I shall be contented, (if it should admit me into 
its service, which is what I humbly desire,) wheresoever it 
shall be pleased to send me. 

Samuel Johnson. 



[Zftter from Bee. Jostpk WM to Biv. Dr. 0. Maiher.} 

Faikfield, October 2, 1722. 
Ecverend and Honoured Sir, 

The occasion of my now giving you the trouble of these 
few lines is to me, and I presume to many others, melancholy 
enough. You Iiave perhaps heard, before now, or will hear 
before these come to hand, (I suppose,) of the revolt of several 
persons of figure among us unto the Church of England. 
There's the Eev. Mr. Cutler, rector of our College, and Mr. 
Daniel Brown, the tutor thereof. There are also of ordained 
ministers, pastors of several Churches among us, the Rev. 
Messieurs following, viz.: John Hart, of East Guilford. 
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SamTiel "Whittlesey, of Wallingford, Jared Eliot, of Kennel- 
worth, (Killingworth,) Samuel Johnson, of 'Wcstllaven, and 
Jamea Wetmore, of North Haven. 

They are, the most of them, reputed men of considerable 
learning, and all of them of a Tirtuons and blameless con- 
versation. I apprehend the axo is hereby laid to the root 
of our civil and sacred enjoyments, and a doleful gap opened 
for trouble and confusion in our Churches. The Churchmen 
among us aro -wonderfnlly encouraged and lifted up by the 
appearance of these gentlemen on tlieir side, and how many 
more will, by their example, be encouraged to go off from us 
to them, Ood only knows. It is a very dark day with us ; 
and we need pity, prayers and counsel. And I afti humbly 
of opinion that the Churches and pastors in your colony are 
concerned, (though something more remotely,) as well as we, 
in the present threatenings of Divine Providence ; and I can- 
not bnt hope somo measure will be concerted by yourself in 
this juncture, for the preservation of the good old cause, so 
signally owned by God and witnessed unto by the practice 
and suffering of so many eminent ministers and Christians. 
There is with you the advantage of age, learning, experience, 
books, &e., and therefore we cannot but earnestly desire 
your assistance in all that is proper on the sorrowful occasion. 
As for the gentlemen who have declared themselves in fa- 
vour of the Church, some of them declared themselves mucli 
in doubt about the validity of Presbyterian ordination ; 
others of them have (if I remember rightly) declared their 
satisfaction as to the invalidity thereof. As to this we value 
them not so much, as long aa Acts xx. 19-23 ; Phil. i. 1 ; 1 
Pet. v. 1, 2, 3, and other texts, arc a part of Holy Scripture ; 
tliough I should be glad of the help of some good arguments 
used by those who are skilled in the controversy, and have 
acted well therein ; but if our antagonists should not be able 
to answer what may bo alleged from Scripture, &c., concern- 
ing the powers of presbyters to ordain, they will, I conclude, 
allege that the ordinations among us were not Presbyterian, 
because several pastors in our colony, in the more ancient 
days of it, were ordained by laymen, and those pastors bo 
ordained have acted in the latter ordinations among us. This 
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the Cliurelimen among us improve, and fling every now and 
tlien about the leatlier mitten that was laid on the head of 
the Eev. Mr. Israel Chauncey, of Stratford, many years since 
deceased, by one of the brethren acting on his ordination. It 
ia also suggested, that the liev. Mr. Andrew, of Milford, was 
ordained by laymen, in part at least. What there is of truth 
in it, I cannot tell. I heard nothing of this latter instance 
till within about the compass of a week ago. And as to 
what ia alleged relating to the Eev. Jlr. Oliauncey, of Strat- 
ford, deceased, I ]ieard nothing thereof, (that I remember,) 
till many years after my ordination. I know the Eev. Mea* 
sieurs Cliauneey and Andrews abovesaid were actors in my 
ordination; together with the Eev. Mr. Walker, of Wood- 
burj', deceased. What led those eminent men, who first 
settled the country, to allow laymen to act in such an affair, 
is not for me to say. But what I would in this case is, how 
we shall be able to justify ourselves if this article be insisted 
on by our antagonists. Tlie notion of these ordinations by 
laymen will, I fear, do us more damage than all the argu- 
ments that can be brought for the necessity of Episcopal or- 
dination. Our condition I look upon as very deplorable and 
sad. Please to communicate the contents of my letter to your 
venerable and honoured father, and to as many of the ministers 
of Boston, &c., as you judge meet. And let me (though un- 
worthy) have, as soon aa may be, what comfort, light and 
strength is needful in our sad circumstances, from as many 
of you as will please to engage in the cause. Tlius desiring 
an interest in your prayers for us, I subscribe, 
Eeverend and honoured sir. 

Tour bumble servant, 

Joseph Webb. 
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[To the Eer. Mr. Andrew and Mr. "Woodbridge and 
others, our Reverend Fathers and Brethren, present 
in the library of Yale College, this 13th of Septem- 
ber, 1732.] 
Reverend Gentlemen, 

Having represented to you the difficolties 'which we labor 
nnder, in relation to our continuance out of the visible com- 
munion of an Episcopal Church, and a state of seeming op- 
position thereto, either as private Christians, or as officers, 
and so being insisted on by some of you (after our repeated 
declinings of it) that we should sum np our case in writing, 
we do (though with great reluctance, fearing the consequence 
of it) submit to and comply with it, and signify to you tJiat 
some of us doubt the validity, and the rest are more fully 
persuaded of the invalidity of the Presbyterian ordination, in 
opposition to the Episcopal ; and should be heartily thankful 
to God and man, if we may receive from them satisfaction 
herein, and shall be willing to embrace your good councils 
and instructions in relation to this important affair, as far as 
God shall direct and dispose us to it. 

Timothy Cdtlek, John Haet, Samuel WHrrrELSET, 

Jaked Eliot, James Wetmoee, Samuel Johnson, 

Daniel Bkown. 
A true copy of the original. | 

Testify, Daniel Bkown. ) 



[Ltittr fmm Sev. Jas^h Moss to See. X>f: K Mither.'] 
[Mr, Mosa was tie Congregational miniHter at Derby, Conn.] 

Derhy, Ootoler 2d, 1722. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I presume, tbough unacquainted, to humbly ask your ad- 
vice and help in a matter of great weight and moment, at 
which we are all amazed and filled with darkness, in our 
5 
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parts of the country, viz. : no le^ than five ordained minis- 
ters {all but one of our association of i^ew-IIaven) Lave de- 
clared before the trustees of the College, in the library, where 
many others also were present, that they were fully per- 
suaded that only an Episcopal ordination was valid, and 
according to Divine institution ; and therefore, inasmuch as 
their own ordination was by Presbyters only, they esteemed 
it invalid. Three of them said that, notwithstanding, they 
shonld go on to administer Sacraments, &c., as before, for 
awhile, waiting for further light; but if they could get no 
better light than now they had, thought that, in time, it 
would come to that pass with them that they should pro- 
ceed no furtlier to minister at the altar, without a re-ordina- 
tion by a Bishop ; two of them pretended to be conscience- 
bound at present to cease all sacred administrations until 
they had further light or an Episcopal ordination. The 
aforementioned three are, Ml'. John Hart, !Mr. Samuel Whit- 
telsey, Mr. James Wetmore ; the two abovesaid are, Mr. Ja- 
red Eliot, Mr. Samuel Johnson. And after these, botli the 
rector and tutor of our College declared themselves for Epis- 
copacy ; and that they scrupled communion in sacred tilings 
with any other but the Church of England, because of the 
invalidity of a Presbyterian ordination. I cannot pretend to 
have set down the very words in which these gentlemen de- 
clared themselves, but to tliis purpose (tliough in many more 
words) they did declare themselves, in the audience of a large 
assembly of ministers and scholars. Now, reverend and 
learned Sir, two things I crave your advice and help in : 
1st. Tour advice on what we shall say to the people over 
whom these gentlemen were ordained pastors, (the peo- 
ple are nneasy, and come to us neighboring ministers for 
advice) ; they would choose to have their ministers ratlier de- 
sist their ministry, and have their pulpits free for others that 
may be ordained ; but the ministers, I perceive, are willing 
to bold their posts still. What advice shall we give these peo- 
ple in their darkness and distress ? 2d. I having not read 
much upon this controversy, should be very glad to have 
some books that do nervously handle this point concerning 
ordination by Presbytera, whether good or not ? I have, 
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according to my mean ability, studied the Scripttires upon 
this point for many years past, and have been, and now am, 
fully satisfied in my own mind that the truth is on our side, 
and that there is no difference between a Bishop and a Pres- 
byter, Jure Divino. And there is no such superior order of 
Church officers as the Diocesan Bishops are, by Divine insti- 
tution. But it is now a time with us that we must put on our 
armour and fight, or else let the good old cause, for which 
our fathers came into this land, sink and be^deserted. I pray, 
Sir, thatyou would furnish me with some such books, as, with 
most strength of reason and argument, plead our cause, espe- 
cially in this point, of the validity of Presbyterian ordination, 
and shall be very much obliged ; and if the books that may 
he sent come as lent, I will safely and seasonably return 
them ; but if they come as sold, (which I rather ehoose,) I 
will quickly send the money for them. There is at Boston, 
I suppose, ilr. Jeremiah Atwater, of New-Haven, who is my 
brother-in-law, and by whom there may be a conveniency of 
sending to mo, or by any of onr coasting vessels that come 
to any of the towns neighbouring to New-Haven. I liumbly 
ask your pardon, Sir, that I have been so prolix in my 
writing, and for my presumption in requesting such favours 
from you as above desired, which I dare not have done to so 
great a superior, if it had [not] a reference to the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of our great Eedeemer, for which I 
know you are evermore greatly concerned, and are always 
ready to spend and be spent ; and in endeavours for its growth 
and flourishing estate, yon have been in labours more abund- 
ant than any of us. 

I subscribe, Sir, your very humble servant and unworthy 
fellow-laborer in the Gospel, 

Joseph Ifoss. 

{The Jiiv. John, SavenpoH and ths lien. StepAm Suckingiam, to ihe Sez. Boetora 

Iius-eass Mather and Cotlon ifathef.} 
[John Davenport was minister of Stamford and Stapten Buokioghani was minister 

of Norwalk.] 
Very Peverend Sirs, 

We have taken it that yourselves were consulted upon the 
first erecting a Collegiate School in our colony, nor can we 
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account it improper that yourselves and onr reTerend fra- 
ternity in the principal town of our country [Boston] be ap- 
prised of the dark cloud drawn over our collegiate affairs, a 
representation whereof may already have been made by some 
of our reverend brethren trustees ; but if not, and the ease 
being of general concern, wc are willing to make our mourn- 
ful report, how it hath been matter of surprise to us (as we 
conclude it hath been or surely will be to you) to find how 
great a change a few years have made appear among us, and 
how our fountain, hoped to have been and continued the 
repository of truth and the reservoir of pure and sound prin- 
ciples, doctrine and education, in case of a charge in our 
mother Harvard, shows itself in so little a time so corrupt. 
How is the gold become dim ! and the silver become dross I 
and the wine mixt with water ! Our school gloried and 
flourished under its first rector, the Hev. Mr. Pierson, a pat- 
tern of piety, a man of modest behaTiour, of solid learning 
and sound principles, free from the least Arrainian or Epii 
copal taint ; but it sntfered a decay for some years, becaus 
of the want of a resident rector. But who could have con^ 
jectured, that its name being raised to Collegium Talense 
from a Gymnasium Sayhrookenae, it should groan out Icha- 
bod, in about three years and a half under its second rector, 
so unlike the first, by an unhappy election set over it, into 
whose election or confirmation, or any act relating to him. 
the senior subscriber hereof (though not for some reason, 
through m'alice or mistake bruited) never came. Upon the 
management of our College three years and ahalf, how strange- 
ly altered is the aspect thereof! That its regents, sc. rector 
and tutor are bccomesuch capable masters of Episcopal leaven 
and in such a time how able to cause so many to partake of it 

It appears surprisingly strange that it should difi'use itself 
into our ministry, and many of them, not of the least note, 
now appear in the company, viz. : Mr. Hart, of East Guilford, 
Mr. "Wbittelsey, of Wallingford, and Mr. EHot, of Killing- 
worth ; these, perhaps, not much short of the rector's y' 
And two societies, branches of the famons New-Haven, one 
on the north and the other on the west, are mourning because 
of their first ministers, in so little a time after their ordina- 
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tion, declaring themselves Episcopal, and their ordination, 
lately received, of no value, because a non, halentibus j>o- 
testatem. ^ 

Upon our eommencenjent, September 12, the rector dis- 
tinguished his performance by the closing words of liis prayer, 
which -were these, viz. : " And let all the people say, amen." 

On the evening of said day it was romoured there, that on 
the next day the gentlemen become Episcopal designed to 
propound to the ti-ustees three questions: 1. "Whether ordi- 
nation from sucli ministers, whose ordination was from the 
leather jackets, be valid? 2. Whether ordination from 
ministers, who are only Presbyters, be valid ? 3. Wliether 
an uninterrupted succession from the apostles' days be not 
absolutely necessary to the validity of a minister's ordinar 
tion ? But these were not so propounded. 

But the day following the commencement, after dinner, 
these gentlemen appeared in the library before the trustees, 
where many other ministers were present, and first declared 
themselves viva voce, but after that, on the direction of the 
trustees, declared themeelves in writing, a copy whereof is 
not with us. But the substance thereof is this : 

Some of us doubting the validity of Presbyterial ordina- 
tion in opposition to Episcopal ordination, and others of us 
fully persuaded of the invalidity of said ordination, shall be 
thankful to God or man helping us, if in an errour. Signed, 
Timothy Cutler, John. Hart, Samuel Whittelsey,Jared Eliot, 
James Wetmore, Samuel Johnson, Daniel £rovm. The 
persons doubting were Mr. Hart and Mr. Whittelsey. 

ConsecLuent to this declaration, the trustees advised that 
the doubters continue in the administration of the ministry, 
word and sacraments, but that the fully persuaded forbear 
sacramental ministration until the meeting of the trustees, 
which was appointed on the Tuesday evening at New-Haven, 
following the opening of our General Assembly there, the 
eaid Tuesday being the 16th of the next month. The trustees 
also advised that the said ministers would freely declare 
themselves to their respective congregations. 

It may be added, that Mr. 0. then declared to the trustees 
that he had for many years been of this persuasion, (his wife 
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IB reported to have said that to her knowledge he had for 
eleven or twelve years been so persuaded,) and that therefore 
he was the more uneasy in performing the acts of his minis- 
try at Stratford, and the more readily accepted the call to a 
College improvement at Kew- Haven. But then if he knew 
the College was erected for the education of such as dissented 
from the Church of England, (and how could he not know 
it,) and knew himself not one ; with what, good faith could 
he accept said call, and the considerable encouragement he 
had, and the rather, if he disseminated his persuasion so con- 
trary to the very design of its erection, and the confidence of 
those that called liim ? Indeed, he hath said, that he hath 
laboured only with one to be of his persuasion ; were it so, 
there would, in one instance, be a foul frustration of the con- 
fidence reposed in him ; but what a nnmber above one of the 
students have been leavened by him, who can be assured, but 
coming time may discover the unhappy instances of it. 

Further, Mr. C. then also declared it his firm persuasion, 
that out of the Church of England, ordinarily, there was no 
salvation. 

To the last we only say M^j^itoir*; for we dare not so offend 
the generation of the righteous, nor disturb the ashes of the 
myriads that have slept in Jesus, of the Catholiek professors 
of the orthodox faith in the three kingdoms, yea, and all 
reformed "Christendom, and in New-England particularly, 
who have not been of the communion of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

It must he acknowledged to the Divine goodness, that all 
tlie trustees then present, (and of the whole nnmber wanted 
only three, ec. of Lime, N. London, Stamford,) showed them- 
selves constant to our principles and [well] affected to the 
trust committed to them ; yet desirous that the meeting of 
the trustees might (if possible) be fuller, and also their doings 
might be in the face of the colony, represented in General 
Assembly, they took care that Mr. C, might have the use of 
the honse they had hired for him until the Wednesday next 
after the opening of the General Court, viz., October 17. 

No wonder that it is said in all our towns on the seaside, 
and probably in our inland towns likewise, the talk in every 
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one's mouth ia the ewrprising conjuncture, wherein ench a 
number, who are now said, at least for a year past, to have 
distinguished themselves hy their frequent meeting together, 
the design whereof the late declaration is accounted to open, 
appear fond of that way, an unemharrassment from which 
moved our predecessors to ao voluntary an exile into a then 
rude wilderness. And in the vagrant surmises of people, 
others of our principal men are by way of question or affirma- 
tion talked of, to belong to this set of deserters ; of whom, 
until time show otherwise, better things are hoped. 

One of us subscribing, who was then absent, could have 
the above account only by report, when the other, being 
present, bore a part with the trustees at N". H. 

Eeverend Sirs, having thus bemoaned the dark providence 
over us, we may not doubt of your Christian sympathy, nor 
of your prayers, which yet we earnestly ask, unto Him, that 
holdeth the stars in his right hand, and walketh in the midst 
of the golden candlesticks. "We ask also your assistance, what 
you may think proper, in a conjoined testimony in the cause 
of Christ to our government and people, and the encourage- 
ment of the trustees, and the recoverj' (if possible) of those 
that are gone from us. And with sincere prayers, that how 
grievous soever our sins have been, and how much his anger 
hath been kindled against us, it may please the Lord, who is 
God and not man, yea, the God of pardon, not to give us up, 
cast ns off, forsake us, nor call our name nahn »V but tliat 
his graciousblessing-presence may be, and continue in your 
and our churches. 

"We subscribe ourselves, 
Keverend Sirs, 
Your unworthy fellow-partners 

In the ministry of the Gospel, 

John Davehpoet, 
S. Buckingham. 
The very Eeverend 

Increase Mathek, D. D. 

Cotton Mathek, D. D. 

■(Z, Sept 25, 1722. 
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[A Faiihfal Selation of a LaU O/xurrence in the C/tvrches of Ncis-England. ] 
a Kew-England Editor 'iias remarked, "notvcrj candid or 

New-England has lately had in it an occurrence, that has 
been a matter of some surprise and much discourse unto the 
country. 

Tlie colony of Connecticut being wilhng to have their 
Churches ■well supplied, from an education on the principles 
which moved their predecessors to settle in those parts of the 
world, erected not long ago a college at New-Haven. This 
Httle college, or collegiate school, which wears the name of 
Yale College, was lately so unhappy as to borrow a pastor 
of a Church at Stratford, whose name is Mr. Timothy Cutler, 
for a rector. This man was a secret Episcopalian, of such 
high flights that he loots upon his Presbyterian ordination 
as a nullity, and the acts of his ministry as invalid ; and his 
invitation to the rectorate of that collegiate school was the 
more agreeable to him, for its delivering him from a ministry 
which he took to be a cheat ; it also gave him an opportunity 
privately to destroy the principal intention of the academy, 
and blow up the Churches which he appeared a friend unto. 
He privately for some time carried on a conversation with 
several young ministers of the neighbouring Churches, whose 
frequent meetings at his house were what the people knew 
not what interpretation to put upon. At last, by a strange 
coincidence of several eireumstances, the plot broke out sooner 
than it is thought they would have bad it ; for on September 
13th, the day after their commencement, these men appeared 
in the public library, before the trustees of the College, and 
many other ministers, and there exhibited a short instrument, 
wherein they declared that some of them doubted the va- 
Hdity, and others of them were fully persuaded of the in- 
validity of their Presbyterian ordination ; signed by Cutler, 
the rector, and Brown, a tutor of the school, and five more 
that were young ordained pastors of Churches in the neigh- 
bourhood. The trustees were very much distressed on an 
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occasion so unexpected, and so likely to bo attended witli a 
train of unhappy consequences ; but they treated the men 
with all the charity, and lenity, and forbearance that the case 
■would possibly admit of. Nevertheless, the action and 
apostacy of these men had caused a considerable commotion 
in the minds of the people, not only in the Churches more 
immediately betrayed, but also through all the conntry. 

It has appeared marrellous unto them, that a little knot of 
young men that had read very little of the controversy, but 
only a few Episcopalian things which their library at Kew- 
Haven had been unhappily stocked withal, with little or 
nothing of the antidote, (and indeed the most that the poor 
children have to Bubsist upon is the pretended Epistles of 
Ignatius, which yet, if they were not impostnres, would be of 
no servieo to them,} that these young men should have the 
temerity and presumption to declare for an usurpation in the 
Church of God, so clearly condemned in the boly Scriptures, 
wliieh it is the profession and endeavour of those Churches to 
keep close unto ; yea, and thereupon to deny the ministry, and 
renounce the communion of aU the Protestant Churches in 
the world, except that little party that submits to the English 
Episcopacy I It has amazed them to see the'sons of New- 
England strengthen and assist tlie common enemy, by coming 
into the great and almost the last clamour with which the 
papists are trying to weaken and perplex the reformed 
Churches, and that, when it is notorious that the whole body 
of our first reformers, at their coming out of Babylon, decried 
the necessity of an Episcopal ordination, and found that they 
could not shake off the mother of harlots without their doing 
60 ; they should in such a country go back from what the 
very dawn of the reformation arrived unto ! 

It has caused some indignation in them to see tlie vile in- 
dignity cast by these Gttdweeds upon those excellent servants 
of God, who were the leaders of the flock that followed our 
Saviour into this wilderness ; and upon the ministry of them, 
and their successors, in which there has been seen for more 
than fourscore years altogether, the power and blessing of 
God for the salvation of many thousands in the successive 
generations, with a snecess beyond what any of them, which 
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set such an high value on tlie Episcopal ordination, could ever 
boast of ; to vilify this as an invalid ministry ; for a degener- 
ate offspring to declare those men of God, and those hurning 
and shining lights, to be no true ministers of Christ ; but in- 
vaders and intruders upon a sacred ofSce ; and robbers that 
have not entered in by the door ; they cry out upon it Good 
Grod, unto what times hast thou reserved us ! 

That which very much adds to the concern on the minds 
of the good people, is tbat such highflyers as these who de- 
rive their ordinations from Rome, do generally discover them- 
selves too well affected unto a popish pretender, and ene- 
mies to the happy revolution ; and though of late several con- 
versions to High Church have been made among tlieir chil- 
dren, wherein, to their honour, the great converter has been 
a foolish and sorry toy-man, who is a professed Jacobite, and 
printed a pamphlet to maintain that the God whom King 
William and tlie Churches there prayed unto, is the devil I 
{horresco referms I) yet they commonly lament it that the 
Chiireh rarely gains a proselyte but King George loses a 
subject 

It is a sensible addition unto their honour to see the horrid 
character of more than one or two, who have got themselves 
ijualified with Episcopal ordination, to fortify little and 
wretched parties, in disturbing the Churches of New-England, 
and come over as missionaries, perhaps to serve scarce twenty 
families of such people, in a town of several hundred families 
of Christians, better instructed than the very missionaries ; 
to think that they must have no other ministers but such 
as are ordained^ and ordered by them, who have sent over 
such tippling sots unto them ; instead of those pious, and 
painful, and faithful instructors which they are now blessed 
withal ! The Churches treat these new invaders with much 
civility, and such as can go on in their ministry, they allow 
to do so. But the spirit of the conntry, and their zeal for the 
pure and undefiled religion and profession of their fathers, 
has been so conspicuous on this occasion, and the folly of the 
deserters has been so manifest unto all men, (and unto some of 
themselves,) that they will proceed no further. The apostaey 
will stop here ; and what has happened will strongly serve 
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to the establishment of the Churches ; and the ahettore of these 
disorders may spare any further pains for the furnishing of 
the country with such missionaries. Nor -will they be re- 
ceived there by any but a few people of anch a character as 
will be no great honour either to Christianity or to the 
Church of England. 

Since the writing of this faithful relation, a letter from a 
very eminent person in the government of Connecticut, dated 
November 9, 1732, has these p 



" The endeavours of the trustees of the College have been 
" so far succeeded as to remove tbe scrnples of those minis- 
" tcrs who had entertained some, about their ordinations ; so 
" that we have a prospect of peace in the Churches they 
" were set over, and that they may go on in the work of the 
" ministry with hope of success. "We are not withouthopes, 
" that what has so fearful a tendency to the prejudice of that 
" Gospel order, which tlie Churches here have from the be- 
" ginning observed, may rather tend to their confirmation 
" therein." 



[Sraraa US. in the Mn^riting qf Bee. Cotton Matlur, D. D., and supposed to have 
been aertt to hit Brethren, in ConnecU'itit,] 

The sentiments of several ministers in Boston, conceniing 
the duty of the distressed Churches with relation 
to their pastors, who, in an instrument under their 
hands, have publiekly declared, that they, some of 
them, dottbt the validity y others of them are fully 
persuaded of the invalidity of the Presbyterian or- 
dination. 

It plainly appears : 

I. These new Episcopalians have declared their desire to 
introduce an usurpation and a superstition into the Church 
of God, clearly condemned in the Sacred Scriptures, which 
our loyalty and chastity to onr Saviour obliges us to keep close 
nnto ; and a tyranny from which the whole Church, which 
desires to be reformed, has groaned, that it may be delivered. 

II. They have had the temerity and presumption to deny 
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the ministry and renounce the communion of all the Protest- 
ant Churches in the whole world, except that little party 
which submits to the English Episcopacy. Such a schism do 
they run into. 

III. Tlie scandalous conjunction of these unhappy men 
with the papists is, perliaps, more than what they have them- 
selves duly considered. Por first,, the great and almost the 
last clamour with which the papists try to perplex and weaken 
the reformed Churches, is, that their ministry is invalid for 
want of Episcopal ordination. 

These men strengthen the common enemy in the boundless 
mischief attempted by this foolish cavil. Secondly, even 
those defectively and imperfectly reformed Churches in Eng- 
land and L'eland found it necessary to decry the necessity of 
Episcopal ordination, at their first coming out of Babylon. 
They did it generally, notoriously, authentically, or they 
could not have shaken off the mother of harlots. God forbid 
that we should be such grievous revoltcrs as to go back from 
what the very dawn of the reformation arrived unto ! Third- 
ly, to maintain, their Episcopal ordination, they set up that 
vile, senseless, wretched whimsey of an uninterrupted suc- 
cession, wliich our glorious Lord has confuted with such 
matter of fact that it is amazing the builders of Babel are 
not ashamed of it ; and they will have none owned for min- 
isters of Christ in the world but such as anti-Christ has or- 
dained for him ; such as the paw of the beast hath been laid 
upon them that thoy pretend a succession firom. Do not 
those men worship the beast, who allow no worship in the 
Church but by them who have their consecration legitimated 
by a derivation through the hands of the beast unto them ? 
Finally, it is well known that at this day the men who are 
we!l-willera to the claims of a popish pretender, are the main 
assertors of the Episcopal ordination being essential to their 
Christian priesthood ; and the most violent and signalized 
assertors of this paradox are such as decry the happy revolu- 
tion, which every sincere Protestant, and honest and sober 
Englishman, must be a friend unto. "Will these men unite 
with such adversaries : To their assembly, O my soul, be not 
thou united I 
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IV. They have cast a vile indignity upon those burning 
and shining lights, the excellent servants of God, who were 
the leaders of the flocks that followed our Lord Jesus into 
this wilderaesa, and upon the ministry of them and their suc- 
cessors in which there has heen seen the power and blessing 
of God for the salvation of many thousands in Ihe suceeseive 
generations, with a success beyond what any of them, who 
set such an high value upon their Episcopal ordination, could 
ever boast of. A degenerate offspring have declared these 
men of God, than wliom the world has rarely been illumina- 
ted with brighter stars, to be not true ministers of Christ, but 
usurpers of the ministry and invaders of a sacred of&ce, rob- 
bers that have not entered in by the door. 

They have also treated with the utmost contempt the glo- 
rious cause and work of God, by which the Churchy of the 
Lord in this country have been so remarkably distinguished, 
and encouraged the posterity of our faithful predecessors to 
shake off the faith and order of the Gospel, which was the 
main end that the country was planted for. 

V. They have done what is likely to throw the Churches 
of the countiy into disturbance and confusion, beyond any- 
thing they have everyet met withal, and animate an ungodly 
generation to set up a lifeless religion, and an irreligious life, 
in the room of that which has hitherto been our glory. 

TI, They have rashly done all this, before they have used 
the most proper means to attain the light which they pretend 
they are looking for. They have not read many of the most 
enlightening treatises, and they have not once addressed, so 
raucli as by writing to them, those persons, for their satisfac- 
tion, who are, of all, the most capable of enlightening them. 

Vn. It may be, some of the Churches are not satisfied 
what these gentlemen intend by waiting for further light. 

Yin. In the meantime, it is to be doubted how they can 
lawfully and honestly go on with their pastoral administra- 
tions, and keep on good terms with the last words in the four- 
teenth chapter to the Romans: Inasmuch as it is affirmed, 
that those of them whose doubts had made the least impres- 
sion on them, yet professed, that if the doubts which they 
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now have should continue nnrenioved, they could not go on 
■with the exercise of their ministry. 

IX. The ofl'ence which those backsliders have given to all 
the Churches has been such, that the particular Churches to 
which they belong may, and should, make them sensible that 
they are greatly offended at them ; and we see not why the 
flocks may not as much decline the owning of them for their 
ministers, as they themselves question the validity of their 
ministry. The Churches, by continuing to acknowledge the 
pastoral relations and oversight of those men, may give them 
greater opportunities to produce and increase [insidious] par- 
ties among tliem, than they may be at first well aware of. 

X. Nevertheless, and after all, we have not heard all that 
these gentlemen have to say for themselves. And we ought 
to do nothing rashly ; the peace of God, also, in the utmost 
expressions of reasonable charity, should rule on such occa- 
sions ; and we cannot watch too much against the wrath of 
man insinuating on such occasions, which will not work the 
righteousness of God, It is likewise to be remembered, that 
none of these men were ordained without a council of Churches 
to countenance their introduction into the ministry. It seems 
therefore necessary that the Churches, which withdrew from 
the ministry of the men that have so disappointed them, and 
disobliged them, should have some countenance and assistance 
and inatrucfciou from a council of Churches for what they have 
to do in this lamentable affair. But the council ought to be 
60 chosen, that the Churches may reasonably expect impartial 
proceedings in them : and therefore the choice had not best 
be limited by such prudential rules of vicinity, as might be 
agreed when there was no such extraordinary occasion to be 
imagined. Perhaps the general court may see cause, upon 
these awful and grievous and threatening occurrences, to nom- 
inate a very large council of Churches, to consider what may 
be the duty of the day, especially for those Churches that 
are more immediately now encumbered. 

May the glorious head of the Church, whose name is the 
Counsellor, graciously grant his counsel to his people, that 
they may let no men take away their crown ; but may faith- 
fully preserve his institutions. 
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[Jfr. Orem io the Seiiretart/.} 

New Bristol in New-England, Oct. 50th, 1722. 
Sir, 

I presnme by thia to recommend to your friendship and 
favor three very worthy gentlemen, llr. Cutler, Mr. Brown 
and Hr, Johnson, who have lately declared themselves for 
the Church, though they have been brought up in the dis- 
senting way, and have acted for some time past as Presby- 
terian or Independent ministers. Mr. Cutler was Rector of 
the College of Connecticut, the most creditable and profitable 
emplojTnent of any in this country, but has lately been dis- 
missed from that post for declaring in favour of the Church ; 
the other two who joined with him have undergone the same 
hard fate, the one having been turned out of his living, and 
the other out of his fellowship in the College. I can scarce 
express the hardships they have undergone, and the indigni- 
ties that have been put upon them, by the worst sort of dis- 
senters who bear sway here, and several honest gentlemen 
who declared for the Church with them ; who, by reason of 
the unhappy circumstances of their families, can't go to 
England, but He now under all the hardships and pressures 
that the malice and rage of the implacable enemies of our 
excellent Church and Constitution can subject them to ; but 
I hope their suifering condition will be taken into considera- 
tion at home. These gentlemen intend to take orders and 
return in the Society's service. I hope. Sir, your good offices 
in recommending them to some of the members of that Hon- 
ourable body won't be wanting ; they will depend entirely 
on your directions how to apply themselves to them ; what 
friendship you are pleased to show them will, I persuade my- 
self, always be readily and thankfully acknowledged by 
them, and will add to the number of the many good ofSees 
you have done to, and the obligations you have laid on, 
Sir, 
Your most humble and moat 

obliged servant, 

James Okem. 
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[ifr, ^own'i MemoriaL] 
That which I humtly request of the Honourable Society is, 
that the petition exhibited in the letter of the Churchwardeng 
and Vestry of the Church in New Bristol to the Society, may 
find a gracious reception, and that I may be permitted, ac- 
cording to their desire, therein expressed, to succeed the 
Kevereod Mr, Orem, by whose removal a vacancy is made 
in that place, if I may be thought, in a tolerable measure, 
capable of answering the ends of the Society's mission into 
those parts. Daniel T 



[Mr. Cutler') n^reientation, of the date of the CImrei of Snfflaid in lome parti of 
the Colony of Connectii^l, in Neic-Hngland.] 

Sincel, with sundry others, did appear to favour Episcopacy 
in the town of New- Haven, in the colony aforesaid, which is 
a place considerable for the multitude of its inhabitants, and 
the great resort of people there, as also for a society for in- 
genious learning there established, the zeal of some dissenting 
teachers there, and in the parts adjacent to that town, hath 
. itself to perpetuate the interests of schism and 
) the Church of England, and the people there have 
but very little advantage to defend themselves against those 
uncharitable and undutiful representations which are made 
of the Churcli of England, in her doctrine, discipline and wor- 
ship, though many appear to have a sincerity of mind and 
honest willingness to receive and cherish the impressiohs that 
religion, reason and truth make on them. I therefore, look- 
ing on myself to retain some share in the affections of many 
of the people and scholars there, do humbly offer my service in 
making a visit to that deluded people, for promoting the in- 
terest of the Church of England there, so zealously and rudely 
opposed, in case the state of the particular Church to which 
I am sent, and my own personal affairs may allow it, desirous 
of the encouragement and acceptance of the Honourable 
Society in so doing. 

TmoTHT Odtlke. 
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[Mimfiei-s of tks CKarch of Eaglaad at liipton, ia Connedicut, to the SecretaT;/.'] 

All Saints^ Day, 1722. 
Eev. and Honourable Sir, 

We, the inhabitants of Eipton, in tlie colony of Connecti- 
cut, in New-England, being professors of the Church of Eng- 
land, as by law established, do earnestly request your truly 
Christian compassion for ua who are destitute of a minister 
to of&ciate unto us as often as we eonld wish. It is true Mr. 
Pigot is solicitous of our welfare, and visits ns as often as his 
extraordinary industry (in common with our neighbours) 
will permit ; but we know not how long his ministrations will 
continue among us, and therefore are desirous of enjoying a 
pastor of our own, if so be it will suit your accustomed good- 
ness and bounty to allow it. If you, in your wisdom, shall 
determine otherwise, we entreat that the ministers settled at 
Stratford and Newton, between which places we are con- 
veniently situated, may receive your instructions to administer 
to us, each of them, every third Sunday. "We are emboldened 
to hope this, both because we design to set apart a glebe for 
our spiritual guide when he comes, and also, because we suf- 
fer great persecution, for the Ohureli's sake, from those 'who 
have, to our misfortune and oppression, the civil power here, 
and have made that a handle to usurp the ecclesiastical. 

We commit this, our request, to the direction of the great 
God to touch your hearts with compassion for us, and to tlie 
candid generosity of your illustrious Society, and are, hon- 
oured Sirs, your very humble servants and petitioners, 

Chas. Lahe, Thomas Lattin", 

Paniel Shelton, George Black, of Derby, 

lilCHAED BtACELACH, Jr., ABRAHAM TkELFOED, 

Majjtin Longworth, James Wakle, Jr., 

Chas. Lank, Jr., Benj. Lattih, 

Ai^xANDER Lane, John Beaedslee, Jr., 

Nathaniel Cogswell, Joseph Shelton, 

John Gilbeet, Benjamin Mallert. 
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{Mr, Figot to the Secrtlari/.} 

Stratford, Nov, 6, 1722. 
■Sir, 

I have herewith sent you petitions to the honoiiratle So- 
ciety, from two towDS in this neighhourhood, whose inhabi- 
tants are ahove half come over to our Church. I also expect 
to visit you with another from Fairfield in a short time, after, 
if not in company with these. The subseribei^ of Ripton have 
been, of long standing, inclined to the Church, yet even 
among them there are some lately brought over. But those 
of Newtown, to a man, have been induced by my means to 
embrace our profession. I believe two missionaries might 
serve all four towns ; that is, might attend on Stratford and 
Fairfield, and the other on Newtown and Hipton, alternately, 
for the two former are at eight, and the latter at twelve miles 
distance. I likewise also present you here with an account 
of the progress of my ministry in relation to my administra- 
tion of the Sacraments since my la^t notitia parochialis, which 
you will find in the enclosed list. We are, Sir, in great want 
of Prayer-Books and Catechisms, indeed in so great, that it 

is almost impossible ; therefore I once more heartily 

beg that some may be sent by the first opportunity. I have 
a request also to the honourable Society in behalf of a worthy 
French gentleman, bom at Cardillac, in Quercy, and now re- 
siding at Fairfield. His name is James Labarie, who having 
been politely educated, left his native country, and was or- 
dained by Dr. Antonius Clinglet, Antistes of Zurich, in 1688 ; 
afterwards coming into England, be procured Bishop Comp- 
ton's license for teaching grammar, but being invited by my 
Lord Bellamont, he passed over to America in 1699, and the 
year following, as succcsaor to Mona, Bondet, was appointed 
by his lordship to instruct the Keehamoochuck (or new Ox- 
ford) Indians, which employment he pursued with great suc- 
CMS, till they wore cut off by their enemies. This service he 
underwent three years, having [in that time] capacitated a 
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certain Indian to that degree as to be able to instruct the 
rest. Ever since lie has lived in this colony at Fairfield ; but, 
by reason of his attachment to the Church of England prin- 
ciples, has never been permitted by the Independents to put 
his license in practice, and more especially has been maligned 
by the deputy Governor, an inveterate, and, indeed, most im- 
placable enemy to the established Church. This gentleman, 
having obtained the Indian language, with the honourable 
Society's good leave, is heartily willing to do the office of a 
Catechist here, and therefore begs from that auspicious body 
their orders, books, protection, and benevolence. 

SleBsrs. Cutler, Johnson and Brown are set out toward 
Boston, in order to their transportation to Great Britain, whom 
I presume to be arrived ere this comes to salute you, from 
Sir, 

The Honourable Society's 

And your very himible servant, 

Geo. Bigot. 



Fairfield^ Irfew-England^ March ^th, 1722-23. 
Mr. Bigot hath acquainted the honourable Society with 
my circumstances, therefore, I shall not be tedious in giving 
you an account of them. After that I left my own country by 
reason of the persecution raging there ; I went to Zurich and 
was ordained by Mr. Ohnglet, Antistes of that Canton, as you 
may see certified by the enclosed copy. I arrived in Eng- 
land at the time of King "Wilfiam's coronation, and there 
obtained a license from the Lord Bishop of London for 
teaching grammar and catechising in the parish of Stepney. 
Some time afterwards I was persuaded by my Lord Bcllamont 
to come into America, where he settled me for the work of the 
ministry in a town called New Oxford, where Mr. Bondet had 
been before, and gave me a commission to instruct the In- 
dians there ; the original whereof I herewith transmit to your 
honourable Society. That office I was diligent to perform, 
and, by the blessing of God, having obtained the lingua of 
that nation, had so considerable a success that I brought some 
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of them to the capacity of teaching others ; but the town 
being cut off by the Indian eneniiee, we were forced to forsake 
the settlement for the security of our lives, and since my 
abode in this Colony and County of Fairfield, where are 
many Indians, I have concluded it my duty to continue my 
labours, though without any prospect of any encouragement 
or salary, for which purpose applying myself to Governor 
Soltonstall, whose original letter of approbation attends upon 
you, and receiving his encouragement, I began by the enclosed 
introductory discourse, to prepare both the English and na- 
tive inhabitants ; but, having declared myself a member of 
the Church of England, I was immediately interrupted by 
the Lieutenant-Governor Nathan Gold, a mortal enemy to 
that Church, and violently compelled to snrcease my endeav- 
oars. My commission extending no further than Boston 
Colony, since Mr.Pigot's arrival in this colony, I have joined 
with him, and done my endeavours to assist him. He hath 
the care of four Churches considerably distant from each 
other, and though no missionary before ever took half the 
pains that he tahes for the propagation of the Church of Eng- 
land, yet the members of his Church are scattered, and the 
enemies thereof so busy to hinder those who are already 
communicants, and others who are willing to join us, that it 
is impossible for one man to entertain them all, and to keep 
them in the bosom of the Church, Therefore, making use 
of that license I received from Bishop Compton, I visit the 
well-disposed people to instruct them in the principles of the 
established Church, and, on the Lord's day, while Mr. Pigot 
is at Stratford or some other place, I teach at my own house, 
which I have destinated for the service of the Church of Eng- 
land. I suppose Mr. Pigot will acquaint your honourable 
body with the persecutions and threatenings we are exposed 
to, having in this town of Fairfield the Lieutenant-Governor 
against us, and the pretended ministers of Independency con- 
tinually declaiming against the Church, terming her service 
Popery, tho way to hell, and themselves Bishops as regular as 
the Bishop of London, witli many other extravagant expressions. 
Therefore if your honourable Society would favour me with a 
larger power than I have, I should be very glad to employ 
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the rest of my days for the propagation of the Gospel among 
the heathen, and instruction of the remoter members of the 
Church of England, not doubting bnt that, under the blessing 
of God, the Church of Fairfield would be in a short time in a 
fiourishing condition, there being many that desire to be fre- 
quently instructed in the principles thereof "We are here 
under great disadvantages by reason of the scarcity of Cate- 
chisms, Common Prayer Books, Psalters, and many other 
books which are needed for instmction and comfort. We 
humbly beg the hononrable Society to procure some, (for this 
town particularly,) and shall ever continue to pray for the 
prosperity of your glorious body, as at present, he cordially 
does, who is with the utmost submission, 

Your very humble servant and well-wisher, 

Jameb Labaeie. 



ISfr. Pigot to the Secretary.'] 

Stratford, June 3d and 1th, 1723. 
Sir, 

Having completed my first year, and knowing myself under 
obligation to notify the honourable Society of the procedure 
of affairs in this Colony, I once more visit you with this my 
acknowledgment of tlieir indulgence towards me, and do re- 
turn them thanks for their order for my removal to Provi- 
dence ; not that I propose any other advantage to myself than 
being nearer the inspection of some land of mine there about. 

This is the sixth letter I have sent you without the satis- 
faction of one in return, so that I am to seek whether Fair- 
field, Eipton, or Newtown petitions have reached you or not; 
we are forthwith transmitting a duplicate of each, for fear of 
miscarriage. Our cause flourishes mightily in this country, 
indeed so much, that our neighbours look on with astonish- 
ment. The Matliers arc diligent in sending circular letters 
to all places, exhorting them to trace the pious steps of their 
forefathers ; and whereas that popular plea has been detected 
to carry fraud with it, by a printed letter of Governour Win- 
throp and company to the ministers of Old England, they 
have been compelled to take refuge in another more noto- 
rious untruth, namely, that there are two Churches of Eng- 
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land, the liigli and the low; with the low, they pretend to 
hold fall communion, but the high are rank Papists ; they 
terming us no less. This notion, and some booka with which 
every fown is glutted, such as [illegible] many thousands of 
which have been printed off at Boston. An anonymous 
answer to the Bishop of Derry and Jameson the Scott, are 
oiir greatest obstructions by way of controversy, as the De- 
puty Governour is by way of authority, in tliis quarter of the 
world. Tliis last mentioned gentleman has been so weak as 
to propound to the General Court a law to prohibit me the 
practice of my function, in all the towns of this Colony be- 
sides [except] Stratford. I enclosed an account of my bap- 
tized and communicants ; since my last, of the former, I have 
added forty-eight to the Church, of the latter, sixty-seven 
during the past year's ministry. I had forty-three of these 
on Easterday and tliiz-ty-eight on "Whit-Sunday, notwith- 
standing they live at great distances asunder. I have been 
once to Worwalk, once to iNorth-IIaven, six times to Fair- 
field, Eipton and Newtown, each ; at which last places I 
have administered both sacraments once already, and do in- 
tend it once more before my departure. Our church will be 
raised on the first of next month, being forty-five feet long, 
thirty broad, and twenty studd. I understand from Boston 
that Mr, Whetmore is sailed, so that, in all likelihood, he 
will pay his respects before this can arrive, from the honour- 
able Society's, and Sir, &c. 

Geokge Pigot. 

\Mr. Figot to fheSo^clmT/.] 
Providence, January IZth, 1723-24. 
Reverend Sir, 

Mr. Johnson, my successor at Stratford, having brought 
me the honourable Society's order for my removal to Provi- 
dence, I have accordingly been arrived at my charge about 
two months, and do humbly acknowledge their favour with 
grateful respect. I left him seventy-nine in communioD, 
having baptized sis adults and fifty-seven infants tlie first 
eighteen months' ministry, and of whom I have enclosed a 
list of those not mentioned before. As to the new church at 
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Stratford, it proceeds but heavily, by reason of the poverty of 
its professors, who are too closely fleeced by tbe adverse 
party to carry it on with despatch ; and as to the out-towns, 
it is my humble opinion, that I^ewtown merits the preference 
in the honourable Society's regard ; both as it is more remote 
from Stratford, and also, as its inhabitants arc above half 
come over already, in so much that Mr. Johnson may expect 
thirty communicants there. Fairfield, also, is well enclosed, 
and will have as large a communion as Newtown ; but Dr. 
Labarie'a industry there takes off the present necessity of a 
missionary in that town. This last gentleman is an excellent 
preacher, but by reason of his attachment to our principles, 
is unimproved by the dissenters, as to his pi'actice in physic, 
unless upon the greatest emergency. In Eipton (which is a 
very small place) the Independents have never yet been able 
to settle a minister of their profession, but at present they arc 
aspiring, (by a sort of association,) with a salary of ^40 per 
annum, and some land, hoping tliereby to beep out the 
Church. Mr. Johnson will find it a most difficult task to 
answer the expectations of the towns around him, there being 
work enough for Sunday labourers in the Lord's harvest ; 
however, if Newtown were supplied witli one, he might take 
care of Kipton, as Mr. Johnson might of Tairfleld and "West 
Haven. I now pass to you some account of my new mission. 
The inhabitants here are generally well inclined to the Church 
of England, but not so much out of principle as out of oppo- 
sition to the Massachusetts profession. I"or these Providence 
people, by bordering upon them, having formerly felt the 
lash of their resentments, are now utterly estranged to then- 
persuasion ;* who, notwithstanding, are thrusting themselves 
among us, and building a meeting-house, which they never 
attempted before the honourable Society had resolved to ap- 
point a missionary for this place. The towns of Warwick 
and Greenwich, (my near neighbours,) are importunate with 
me to perform Divine Service among them once in a month, 
which, with the honourable Society's approbation, I shall 
comply with ; because "Warwick is the place where the 

■ This Bialemenl is fuiiy verified In the flnt Tolnme of Mr. Samuel Green Arnold's Ilistorj 
of F.hode Island, published tn ISCB. 
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Gortonians (a wild crew) first prevailed, and together with 
Greenwich lias always been destitute of a minister of any 
profession whatsoever. I am afraid any minister here will 
not be so successful as at Stratford, it heing much easier to 
bring over those Schismatics to our communion, than these 
outrageous and stubborn enthusiasts. I beg the favour of 
the usual number of small tracts for this town, there being 
greater occasion for them than ordinary ; but I look upon it 
as my duty to remind you, sir, that these people, {if of any 
profession,) are chiefly Quakers and Anabaptists. I have 
nothing more to add, but that I am, with the sineereat at- 
tachment, the honourable Society's obliged and humble 
servant, Geokge Pigot. 

Not having sealed this for want of an opportunity to 
transmit it, I have hereunto added something that has since 
happened respecting the honourable Society. One Mr. Rich- 
aixi Sackett settled at Dover, an up town in the Province of 
New- York, has taken tlie pains to give me a visit on purpose 
to bestow a handsome gift on the Church. This gentleman 
has a claim of upwards of thirteen hundred acres of land in 
the township of Stratford, but has been debarred of his right 
by government there, who thought fit to dispose of it other- 
wise, though his title be two years older than their charter ; 
the aforesaid tract of land having been purchased of the Indian 
Sachems in 1661. He has given me an irrevocable power of 
attorney, and a grant of four hundred acres to the missionary 
of Stratford for a perpetual glebe, and two hundred acres to 
finish the church. This glebe, valued at £1,800 paper money, 
has occasioned great speculation and heart-aching, because 
Mr. Saekett's title is confessedly as good as any man can 
have in this country, and also because there is no one legal 
instance of the disposal of lands here by charter, in contra- 
diction to Indian title. It has been Judge 's opinion, 

and is that of the most knowing here, that Mr, Saekett's title 
is sure, and therefore I expect the honourable Society's order 
what to do in this affair, and they may confide in, 
Sir, &c., 

GEOEaE PlGOT. 
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[M<:7aUrs of the Churcli of England, at XTeaton, in Coanedioil, to iU Secretary.] 

October IQth, 173a. 
Honourable Gentlemen, 

We, the subscribers, inhabitants of the town of Newton, 
[Newtown,] in tlie province of Connecticut, being eordially 
inclined to embrace the articles and liturgy of the Church of 
England, and to approach her communion, do hnmbly and 
earnestly request your honourable Society to send us a law- 
fully ordained minister. We arc heads of families and, with 
our dependants, shall appear the major party here ; thei'c- 
fore, we intend to set apart for our Episcopal teacher, when- 
soever it shall please God to inspire your venerable body to 
appoint ns one, at least two hundred acres of glebe for the 
support of a Church minister for ever. And this we are 
emboldened to hope, because our town is at so great a dis- 
tance from Stratford as twenty-two miles, and also situated in 
the centre of all this country,being surrounded with more than 
ten other towns at no vast distance. We do likewise return 
our most hearty thanks for those ministrations Mr. Pigot has 
introduced among us, who has inclined us to declare boldly 
for the Church, and tliereby to be exposed to the resentments 
of the Independents, to his and our no small disadvantage 
and reproach ; indeed, we are placed in the midst of an in- 
sidious people, but should quietly enjoy our persuasion with- 
out the intervention of others, if an Episcopal minister were 
once settled among us, which wc beg of Almighty God to 
induce the honourable Society to nominate ; and in the 
mean time we remain their very humble servants and well- 
wishers, 

John Gloveb, James Hard, Stephen Pakmelee, 

Samuel Heneix, Robert Seely Daniel Jackson, 

John Sealt, John Gkiffin, Jeeemiaii Tuenee, 

Elidia Suakt, Widow^ Samuel Moshee, 

Ebenezee Booth, Thomas Wheelee, of Woodbury, 
MoBEs KnafPj at Chestnut Kidge. 
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[TAe C'/mrch Warden) and Veslry of 2QKj>or(, in Shede-Mand, to the Seerdaiy."] 

At a Yestry held at Trinity Church, 

October Idth, 1722. 
Sir, 

'Tis with the greatest pleasure wo have this happy oppor- 
tunity of expressing the grateful sense we have of the honour- 
able Society's compassionate caro of, and liindnesa to, this 
place, in the generous encouragement they give for the sup- 
port of religion in it; for which we return our eincere ac- 
tnowledginents, attended with our earnest desires for the best 
blessings of heaven upon them ; we also think wo should he 
wanting to our duty, if by the occasion of these worthy gen- 
tlemen, Messrs. Cutler, Johnson and Brown, who have re- 
nounced their sehismatical principles wherein they were edu- 
cated and voluntarily joined our communion, we should not 
heartily recommend them to the special regard and counte- 
nance of the Eev. Fathers of our Church and the patrons of 
religion. Their coming over to us is justly looked upon 
here, not only as a very surprising, but a very considerable 
advantage to the interests of the Church in these parts ; their 
motives and their conversion, they are now going to account 
for before our Eight Eevereiid Diocesan and the honourable 
Society, from whom it is humbly hoped they will meet with 
all possible encouragement. It is plain, these gentlemen 
have, in this important affair, acted like Christians and men 
of virtue and honour, without any sordid views of interest 
or advancement ; for, as they were not dismissed their posts 
and offices for any vice and immorality, they being univer- 
sally acknowledged, and that even by our Church's greatest 
enemies, to be persons of unspotted character and the nicest 
virtue, so neither were they compelled to a conformity by 
any other necessity than that of pursuing the dictates of a 
good conscience ; and for the sake of that, indeed, they liavo 
forsaken their dearest interests and valuable settlements. 
Though we don't in the least presume to jirescribo to our 
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superiors, yet we ean't but entertain some humble hopes 
and ■wishes that the famous Universities of England will treat 
Mr. Cutler with distinguished marks of esteem, ho having 
been himself head of a College, which station ho adorned, as 
well as discharged the duties of it with great applause; and 
could it he obtained by tlio favour and authority of the 
Crown that he should be re-established in it, and return in 
holy orders, it is more than probable tliatliis influence over 
the youth, and distilling good principles in tliem, would be 
of great service to religion and tlio Church in this country. 
Nor can we be so injurious to the merits of Mr. Johnson and 
Mr. Brown as to omit assuring the honourable Society, that 
the one, viz., Mr. Johnson, having been for some time an 
ordained minister in the dissenting way, and tiie other, Mr. 
Brown, a tutor in Mr. Cutler's College, were extremely bo- 
loved and esteemed by their people ; and 'tis not doubted, 
but in proportion to the favours of the communion they have 
left, tliey will be favo\ired by that tliey have esponsed. 
Upon tlie whole, it seems highly probable that npon these 
gentlemen's fate, wo mean their reception and encourage- 
ment, depends a grand revolution, if not a general revolt, 
from schism in these parts ; and that their example will be 
followed by many, if not the most considerable men amongst 
them, whereof we have already an instance in ono Mr. Wet- 
more, a man of learning and piety, who is now become zeal- 
ous for the service and interest of the Church, but whose 
circumstances won't, at present, allow him to apply for Epis- 
copal ordination ; and his case being that of many, we hope 
will also be allowed as an argument for the necessity of a 
Bishop in this country. Conversions from schism, as well 
as from infidelity and heresy, we humbly conceive to be one 
of the honourable Society's just designs, and here now pre- 
sents a happy opportunity of bringing it to some perfection; 
and, should there not be remarkable notice taken of these 
gentlemen, the negleet would not only dishearten others, 
who are in a manner ready to follow their laudable example, 
but give our enemies the greatest occasion to insult us, and 
glory in the disappointment. We hope our honourable pa- 
trons will excuse the freedom whereby m'o become faithful 
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8 of great tratlis, and earnestly entreat they will be 
pleased to continue their compassion and regard for ns, who 
are, with all possible veneration tlieir's, as we are with great 
esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servants, 

JiMEs HoNEYMAH, Minister. 
Adam Powell, William Coddingtos, Churchwardens. 

John Beown, ^Tate'l Kewdigate, \ 

R. Gaedner, Edwakd Neaegee,\sse/ 

John Pkeebodi', Dahikl Aybault, ( 

Geo. Goldimg, Jno. Ciiace, ) 



Vestrymeri 



[Ben. Mi: Johnson, to (/« Bisht^ of London. 

StraAford in Connecticut., New-England, 

January lUk. 1733^. 
May it please your Lordship, 

Being, by the favourable providence of God, arrived in 
New-England, in obedience to your Lordship's commands, 
when I had the honour of being in your presence, I make 
bold, in all humility, to lay before your Lordship tlie state of 
the colony of Connecticut, to which your Lordship lias 
licensed me. The people here are generally rigid Independ- 
ents, and have an inveterate enmity against the established 
Church, but of late the eyes of great multitudes arc opened 
to the great error of sueli an uncharitable and tlierefore 
unehristian spirit. 

Tiiia is come to pass chiefly in six or seven towns, whej-eof 
this of Stratford, where I reside, is the principal, and tliongh I 
am unworthy and unmeet to be intrusted with such a charge, 
yet there is not one clergyman of the Church of Englai;ii, 
besides myself, in this whole colony, and I am obliged, in ;i 
great measure, to neglect my cure at Stratford, (wliere yet 
there is business enough for one minister,) to ride about to the 
other towns, (some ten, some twenty jniles off,) where in each 
of them there is as much need of a resident minister as there 
is at Stratford, especially at Newtown and Fairfield, so that 
the case of these destitute places, as well as of myself, who 
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bas this excess of business, is extremely unliappy and cora- 
passionable 

Now at the aame time, iny Lord, tlicro are a considerable 
number of very promising young gentlemen, fiTe or eix I am 
sure of, and these the best that are educated among us, who 
might be instrumental to do a great deal of good to the souls 
of men, were they ordained ; but, for %yant of Episcopal or- 
dination, deehno the ministry, and go into secular business, 
being, partly from themselves, and partly through the influ- 
ence of their friends, unwilling to expose tljcraselvcs to the 
danger of the seas and distempers, so terrifying Jias been the 
unhappy fato of Mr. Brown ; so that the fountain of all our 
misery is the want of a Bishop, for whona there aro many 
tliousands of souls in this country that do impatiently long 
and pray, and for want of whom do extremely suffer. 

My Lord, permit mc to remember the concern your Lord- 
ship was pleased to express, for sending a suffragan into this 
country, when we were before your Lordship, which gave me 
the greater pleasure, because I have the satisfaction to tnow, 
that so great is jour Lordship's deserved interest with his 
most sacred majesty King George, (whom God long preserve,) 
that you might very probably be the first, under God and the 
King, in icfl'eeting for us so great a blessing. 

And suffer mc further, my Lord, to say that there is not 
one Jacobite or disaffected person in this colony, nor above 
two or tlirco (that I know of) in America; but for want of a 
loyal and orthodox Bishop to inspect us, wc lie open to be 
misled into the wretched maxims of tl\at abandoned set of 
men, as well as a great many other perverse principles. 

May God, therefore, direct your Lordship's thoughts, and 
succeed your pious endeavours for effecting this, or any other 
good work, that may contribute to the advancement or en- 
largement of his Church, and may I have an interest in your 
Lordship's compassion, prayers and benediction in tlie great 
task that lies upon me. I am, 

May it please your Lordship, your Lordship's 

Humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson^ 
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Stratford in Conneeiicui, New-England, 

June, SSt?, 1724. 
ilay it please yonr Lordship, 

The pious concern -which your Lordship hath expressed for 
the advancement of religion, in your most excellent letter to 
your clergy hero, fills us with a great deal of joy and grati- 
tude, and encourageth ue to hope that the representation 
which, by that wise expedient, will be made to your Lordship 
of the necessitous state of Enghsh America, will, lit your 
Lordship's hands, he a preyaJent inducement to move the 
pious compassion of his most sacred Jlajesty, and of his ivise 
ministers, to furnish this destitute and unhappy country -with 
Bishops, or at least Suffragans. Tour Lordship will find, by 
the account I shall give, that this town, and indeed the whole 
colony, is destitute of any Episcopal school, hy which means 
our youth are trained up in prejudice against the established 
Church ; and since your Lordship hath expressed so pious a 
care, as to inquire concerning the state of our sehools, I have 
been encouraged to recommend this honest gentleman, the 
bearer hereof, Mr. Thomas Salmon, (whose affairs obliged him 
to voyage for England,) to your Lordship and the honourable 
Society ; lie is one of our churchwardens, and is well quali- 
fied for an English schoolmaster, and hath kept tho school for 
several years in this town, to tiie universal satisfaction of 
both the Church people and Dissenters; insomucli that, if 
he was continued our schoolmaster, sundry even of the Dis- 
senters would continue their children under his care, whicli 
would very much take off their prejudices against the Church. 
My humble request, therefore, to your Lordship is, that you 
would be graciously pleased to favour his address to the hon- 
ourable Society to he sent over, with a small annuity, their 
schoolmaster to this town ; and I doubt not but that ho will 
approve himself both a loyal subject to his most sacred 
majesty King George, (to whose person and government ho 
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Uath always appeared heartily well affected,) and likewise a 
faithful instruraeiit to promote all useful English learning and 
serious piety among our children. My Lord, the poor people 
here are very mueli discouraged on account of the uni-eason- 
able demands of tiiegovemmentin exacting taxes from tliem 
to the support of the Independent teachers, forwLielisundry 
people, and those of botii sexes, have been unmercifully im- 
prisoned, contrai-y to the indulgence granted to tliem in gov- 
ernment, by their charter, which forbid them to do any thing 
contrary to the laws of England, and we humbly beg your 
Lordship's prot«ctii>n. I have complained of this grievance 
to the governor here, but can get no relief ; and unless it can 
be removed, the Chureli can never flourish, but the pious de- 
sign of tiie honourable Society will be utterly defeated- If 
your Lordship should write to our Ouvemor, as I am informed 
you have done to the Governor of Boston colony, I believe it 
would answer the ends ; but I liumbly submit to your Lord- 
ship's wisdom in that matter. One thing more I beg leave to 
trouble yonr Lordship with, and that is this : the late Queen 
(of blessed memory) gave sundry sets of Communion furni- 
ture to the Churches here, and among the rest, one supernu- 
merary set, wliich happened first to be lodged and used at 
Narvagansett ; but upon the breaking up of the Church there, 
for the want of a minister, the late Bishop Corapton, (of pious 
memory,) ordered them to tliis Church at Stratford, which 
hath possessed them these 12 years, and it would cause our 
adversaries very much to triumph over us if we should be de- 
prived of them. Indeed, the people of Xarragansett did lay 
claim to tliem, and produced an order from your Lordship's 
immediate predecessor to return them to that Church ; but the 
Church here being then without a guide, and imagining they 
had a right to them from Bishop Compton's order, did not 
deliver them. Jfow I am informed that Mr. Macsparran 
hath an order from your Lordship to this Church to deliver 
them, but we have not received it ; we will cheerfully obey it, 
if yonr Lordship insists upon it, when it comes. But, in the 
mean time, I will in all humility submit it to yonr Lordship, 
whether we have not a right to this furniture from Bishop 
Compton's order, whereby the Church at first became pos- 
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scsscd of it. And now I luimbly ask pardon for this tedious 
letter, and beg your Lordship's benedictions, presuming to 
subscribe myself, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

Humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[Tie Secrelary to Ike Iici>. Mr. JoTatsDn.l 

London, August 25M, 1724. 
Reverend Sir, 

The Society have received a petition from the members of 
tlio Ciiurch of England at Newtown, and another from those 
at Ripton, in Connecticut, -wherein they request the Society 
to send them a. missionary, and promise to settle upon him 
and his successors some land. The Society are inchned to 
send a missionary to officiate among them, but have thought 
proper to ■write over to them first to know what the valne is 
at present of tlie land which they offer towards tlie support 
of their minister, and what they will contribute further, an- 
nually ; and, if they find the people are willing to do what 
they can, the Society will add a salary for the more decent 
support of a clergyman, to reside in ono of these parishes ; 
and by this means, the Society hope your cure will be con- 
siderably easier taken care of, and you will hare more leisure 
to attend the Church at Stratford. 

I am, &c., 

D. Htjmpiieeys. 



{Bev. Mr. JoTiiiion to the Bishop cf London. — E7iro.d.\ 

Boston, October Kith, 1724. 
My Lord, 

Tlierc are indeed a number of very worthy clergymen 
here in New-England, but yet many things occur from time 
to time which make it very apparent how extremely nu- 
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happy v:e are, for want of an ecclesiastical governor to 
have an immediate inspection over us. Among other in- 
stances of this kind, the conduct of Mr. Harris, of Boston, is 
a very flagi'ant one. The malice wherewith he hath all 
along persecnted good Dr. Cotler is very extraordinary, and 
for no other reason but hccause the good people of Boston 
were desirous, and are bo happy as to ohtain, that the 
Doctor should he the incnmbent of their new Church, which, 
it seems, Mr, Harris had an expectation of Your Lordship 
will, I believe, be sufiieiently sensible by looking into the 
Doctor's sermon, how far it is from the least favourable 
aspect upon Popery, and yet tins gentleman would persuade 
people that the Doctor is a Papist, and that sermon, at the 
same time, is all he pretends for a foundation for it. It is 
from the same fountain of envy and malice that the false re- 
port was originally derived, which represented us to your 
Lordship as disaffected, when we had the honour to be in 
your presence ; but wo should be glad of an opportunity to 
submit all our conduct to your Lordship's immediate inspec- 
tion, if the thing were possible. 

Another instance, my Lord, of what I was mentioning, is 
the injuries which our people suffer from the governments 
here. Since my last letter to your Lordship, notwithstand- 
ing my humble addresses to the government of the Colony 
of Connecticut, yet sundry of my people have been persecut- 
ed for their taxes to the Independent teachers; and that, 
notwithstanding that the honourable Society have obliged 
them to pay to the support of the established Church. One 
man has had above £50, first and last, tlius injuriously taken 
away from him ; and have, as yet, no mitigation, so tliat 
many people are almost discouraged. I beg, my Lord, 
if possible, we may have some relief; for all their conduct 
towards the Church has been a direct abuse of their charter 
privileges. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most dutiful son and servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 
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is Bishop of .London.'] 



NeiD-Haven in Jljfew- England, March 15th, 1724-5. 
Mj lord, 

I humbly ask pardon for giving your Lordship this trouble 
from one, not only a perfect stranger to your Lordship, (hav- 
ing never been out of this country,) but also a plain man, and 
therefore unworthy to presume bo far, ■which I never should 
have done, were it not that I humbly conceive what I ven- 
ture into your Lordship's presence, were an affair of vbtj 
great consequence. Your Lordship very well knows how 
mucli it concerns the weal of liis most sacred Majesty's do- 
minions here, as well as in England, that a good affection to 
his Hajesty Le preserved among his people, and, therefore, 
we shall be very unhappy if any measures are taken to pro- 
pagate disaffection among us. , 

Kow, my Lord, tliough there are none of your Lordship's 
clergy here that ever have expressed the least disaffection to 
King George's person or government, but always the con- 
trary, yet it is certain that the non-jurors have sent over 
two Bishops into America, and one of thera has travelled 
through tbe country upon a design, as I am well assured, to 
promote that cause.* I had, accidentally, a little acquaint- 
ance with him, and tliough I hope I had considered the mat- 
ter too ■well to be wrought upon by them, yet I am sensible 
that many well-meaning people, otherwise ■well enough af- 
fected, will be in great danger of being imposed on and led 
aside, for I am sensible that their powers of insinuation are 
very considerable. Your Lordship sees from hence, how 
miserable the case of this country is from want of Bishops of 
the established Church, and such as are ■well affected to our 
rightful Sovereign, to preserve the flock of Christ from wan- 

■* Tho two hero refeircd to were tlie Eev. Dr. Weltou, and the Key. John 
Talbot, who were oonseurated by the non-juring Bishops of Scotland, and of 
whom more will appear in the Documents of New-Jersoj', Pannsylvania and 
Marjlaad, 
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dcring ont of one Bchism into another, and with all, into 
disafi'eetion to the King. 

I pray God preserve his Majesty, and inspire the govern- 
ment with compassion towards tliis country, that if possible 
80 great a part of tlio Christian Church, daily languishing for 
■want of Bishops and longing for a supply, may at length ho 
provided for, to tlie taking away our reproach among the 
adversaries of our glorious Church. I speak, my Lord, the 
wish of great multitudes of souls in this land, and the neces- 
sities of a vast many more who perish for lack of yision, I 
pray God bless your Lordship, and presume to snhseribo my- 
self, (though unknown,) 

Yonr Lordship's most dutiful Son, 

And humble ser\-ant, 

Joseph Bimwne. 



[Rim. M:: Jol^nson to ihs Secretary.-] 

Stratford, Connecticut, January lOM, 1724. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I have received yours of Aug. 25th, -with the letters to 
Newton and Eipton inclosed, which I have delivered, and 
am desired by them to offer their humble thanks to the hon- 
ourable Society for their kind and generoiis notice of them. 
When they made those addresses to the honourable Society, 
and so for some considerable time since I came into these 
parts, tliero was a much more promising disposition among 
them to llic Church than tlicre is now. For last summer, 
upon tlie dismission of tlieir teacher, tlie Independent minis- 
ters of this country, taking tlie advantage of tlie want of a 
Bishop to supply them immediately, (which tliey upbraided 
the poor people with, telling them that if the Clnireh of 
England were a true Church, and thought Bishops necessary, 
they would have sent one before now,) prevailed upon a very 
popular, insinuating young man to go among them, who 
pleaseth them so well, that many of them, impatient for 
want of the ministrations of religion, and thinking him well 
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[ toward tlie Church, because he takes some of the 
prayers out of our Liturgy, &c., are disposed to have him 
settled with Presbyterian ordination. There are yet at N'ew- 
ton 10 families, and 6 or 7 at Hipton, that still cleave to tlie 
Church, and they hope they should be able to give ^10 to 
^15 per annum and 100 acres of glebe, but their land has 
yet never been cultivated at all, and, therefore, can't be of 
any profit for sundry years ; and if the honourable Society, 
under these disadvantages, ■will be pleased to send tliem a 
missionary, they will be very thankful to them. The interest 
of the Church gains ground daily at Fairfield, where tliey are 
vigourously going forward in building a Chiirch, and fix their 
expectations on a young gentleman here whom I am prepar- 
ing for the service of tlie Church, but his ago will not admit 
of his being ordained this 2 or 3 years, but he proniiseth well 
agmnst that time. This last half year Iliave baptisedlSand 
admitted 12 to the Communion. On Christmas we opened 
our new Church ; it is a very pleasant and comfortable build- 
ing, and many new proselytes are upon this come over to the 
Cliurch, and more tliere are_ whose hearts are with us, but are 
deterred from appearing by the spii'it of bitterness and false- 
hood which is gone out amongst us upon this occasion. I 
pray God prosper the honourable Society. I am, reverend 
sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[See. Mr. JbTmsoii In the Sea-diiry.'i 

Strafford in Connecticut, June IIM, 1724. 
Reverend Sir, 

I hope you have received my former letter, wherein I offered 
my most humblethanksto the hononrableSociety for their kind 
notice of me, when Ihad the honour to offer my service to them, 
and my people's thanks for their continual care for them in 
supplying them upon Mr. Pigot's departure, and wherein I 
represented the Jiecessitons estate of the Church here for want 
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of a Bishop and mioister, and its oppressed estate in people 
beingbarbaronsly imprisoned for taxes to Dissenting ministers; 
all wbicli necessities and grievances are dailyincreasingupon 
lis as the Church increases, which I thank God it does daily, 
though not so fast in any measure as it would if we conld have 
any relief. Besides Newton and Fairfield, (whose case I recom- 
mended to them,) I have since preached at New-London, where 
I had 60 hearers, and where there is it good prospect of increase 
if they had a minister. Newton is distressed for a minister, 
their teacher being quite beat out; and the whole town 
wonld, I believe, embrace the Church if they had a good 
minister at Fairfield. I have avast assembly every time I 
visit them, bnfc though I liave made all proper and modest ap- 
plications to the government, both privately and publicly, we 
have yet no abatement of persecution and imprisonment for 
taxes, which sundry people, and those of both sexes, have un- 
reasonably suffered since my last, and I fear, that if we can't 
have some relief from the honourable Society, people will grow 
quite discouraged. I now humbly presume to recommend to 
the honourable Society tliis honest gentleman, the bearer 
hereof, Mr. Thomas Salmon, whom I humbly desire may bo 
admitted schoolmaster for this place, who is (as is attested in 
his certificate) well qualified to keep an English school, and 
will be content with a small annuity of £10 or ^15 per an- 
num, if he may be admitted. And I am the rather encour- 
aged, because our Eight Keverend Diocesan hath been 
pleased to inquire, among other thin^, into the state of the 
schools here, which is very unhappy, there being not one in 
all this colony which is Episcopal. If the honourable Soci- 
ety can add this to their fornfer favours, it wiU much contrib- 
ute to the advancement of the Church hci'c, for this gentle- 
man having been schoolmaster sundry years in tlie town, 
the Dissenters have much approved of him, and sundry of 
them will yet continue their children under his care, 
I am, &c., 

Saml'et, Joiihson. 
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[See. Mr. Johnson to the Bishop qf London. ] 

Stratford in Connecticut, New-England, 

November 4th, 1725. 
May it please your Lordehip, 

I had tho honour of your Lordship's letter of June 23d, 
full of a great deal of kindness and condescension, for wliich 
I now return your Lordship my most humblo thanks, and 
particularly for your prayers and good wishes for my preser- 
vation and Buccesa in my work, which (I thank God) ia as 
great as can be expected, in the midst of the many diaeourage- 
raents and low circumstances which the Church labours under. 
It is a great satisfaction to us to understand, that one of your 
Lordship's powerful interest and infliience, is engaged in so good 
a work as that of sending Bishops into America, and that thero 
is nothing you desire more or would be at greater pains to 
compass. This gives us the greatest hopes, that by your 
Lordship's pious endeavours, under the blessing of God and 
the benign influence of onr most gracious King, it may, at 
length, he accomplished. And we humbly hope, that tho 
address and representation of the state of religion here, which 
M'c have lately presumed to offer, may, in your Lordship's 
hands, be of some service in this affair. I pray God give it 



Your Lordship informs mc of Governor Shutc's account of 
the method of Independent ministers settling themselves in 
particular towns. My Lord, I never took this to be the case 
in any part of New-England, for I never understood that there 
were any ministers maintained by subscriptions of each par- 
ticular parishioner. Indeed, I cannot bo positive how it is in 
Boston Government, though. I am apt to think that it is, at 
least, far from being a general practice there, and I am well 
assured that there ts no such thing here, Yonr Lordship 
desires to know exactly how it is, and promise to do us what 
service you can, for wliich wo are very thankful 

Tliat your Lordship may not wholly depend on my reprcsen- 
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tation of It, but may hare an exact knowledge of tlie etate of 
this government from themselves, I have presumed to trouble 
your Lordship with all the public transactions of this colony 
about the affairs of religion ; and because all theu- authority 
depends on the charter granted to them by King Charles the 
2d, I have laid before yonr Lordship a printed copy of that 
charter, by which it does not appear, that ever it was the 
King's design to give them any authority aktovX ecclesiastical 
affairs, or in any manner to enable them to establish any way 
of religion different from, much less in opposition to, the 
Church of England, by law established in all his Kajeaty's 
dominions Tor which reason I cannot understand how it 
came to pass that they ever undertook to cstablisli any re- 
ligion, as yonr Lordship will observe, by their laws, they 
have done ; which, therefore, seems to me to be repugnant to 
the laws of England Your Lordsliip has here likewise, 
for the more full understanding of the laws here trans- 
cribed, the Articles of Faith and Church Government, which 
are what they call the established religion of this country, 
though they fall very much short of acting up to them, and 
greatly disagree among themselves about them. But as to 
settling ministers and supporting them, the general practice of 
the colony is according to these laws, whicli is not by sub- 
scription, but by a major vote, both for the person chosen 
and the annual support ho is to have. But as for the Church 
people of this colony, I know not of any of tliein that were 
ever concerned in voting for any of these ministers, or for their 
support ; and I know that many have entered their protests, 
and desired to be excused from being in any way concerned, 
because of their belonging to and being obliged to pay to the 
support of the Church of England. And, as for others that 
may at any time come over to us, from their side, I would 
submit it to your Lordship whether it he not hard and un- 
reasonable that they should be obliged to continue to pay to 
them, merely because they are overruled by a majority, when 
at the same time they are persuaded in their consciences that 
it is safer to retire into the unity of the Church, than to live 
and die in a state of schism and separation from her. I beg 
leai^c further to let your Lordship know that the Govern- 
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ment here, putting a very wrong couBtruetion on your Lord- 
ship's letter, are rather enconraged to go on in persecuting 
people for their taxes, than to desist, because, they say, your 
Lordship begs pai-don, if you have desired any thing incon- 
sistent with the laws of this government. As to the plate, 
booka, &G., your Lordship offers certain questions, and desires 
me and the people of Stratford to be clear upon these subjects. 
My Lord, had it been possible to be clear upon those heads, 
we should never have oifercd to trouble your Lordship about 
thein. As to myself, it is impossible for me to be clear either 
one way or the other, having been a stranger to the whole 
affair. I hear the account the ISTarragansett people give of 
it, and that may be right for aught I know. Stratford people 
give another account of it, but neither side produces any evi- 
dence where the original property was lodged. All the pa- 
pers relating to this matter were lost. I have impartially in- 
quired of the people of Stratford, and cannot satisfy them 
that ever the things controverted were appropriated to any 
place, till Bishop Compton's order iixed them here. I have 
inquired also of ail the clergy in Boston, Rhode Island and 
Ifew-Tork ; and can find nobody that can give any light in 
the matter, unless it bo Col. Nicholson, who undoubtedly 
knows the true state of it, and my people are willing to re- 
sign them, if it appears from his account of it that they 
were, in the design of the donor, appropriated to Nan-agan- 
sett. If your Lordship shall think fit to inform yourself 
from him concerning this matter, and give us the least hint 
of your pleasure, we shah submit. 

In themean time, things lying, as they do, in the dark, we liave 
as anexpedientfor^eaceyieldedtoa division, and above ayear 
ago sent all tlie hooks thither, in hopes that our so doing may 
satisfy our brethren at Narragansctt, unless it should plainly 
appear from Col. :N"icholson that they were originally given 
to that Church. However, I earnestly desire, with your 
Lordship, that no religious offices may by any means be 
maintained at t!ie expense of plain justice and equity. For- 
give, iny Lord, this tediousness, and impute it to my earnest 
desire and endeavonr that your Lordship may have a satisfac- 
tory answer to your letter, which I could not contrive in a 
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; and permit me still to have an interest i 
Lordship's favourable thonghta and benediction. 

I am, my Lord, yonr Lordship's liumble servant, 
Samuel 



[Ben. Ml-. Johnson to the Seoretary-l 

Stratford, August lith, 1725. 
Keverend Sir, 

I have not much to inform the honourable Society of, be- 
sides what ia contained in the general representation of our 
ease, which we jointly offered at onr last meeting, and which, 
I conclude, will come to your hands before this aiTives. My 
congregations, especially at Stratford, Fairfield and !New- 
London increase, but not so fast, by a great deal, as tliej 
would if it were not that all worldly motives are against the 
Oburch, I can observe, however, that a good opinion of her 
doctrines, government and liturgy gains greatly in the minds 
of people, and especially those of the soberer and better sort ; a 
serious sense of religion visibly increases among my own 
people, and juster notions of religion daily propagate among 
others, who are kept back by their teachers and friends from 
appearing for the Church. Sundry of tho young candidates 
for the ministry repair to me frequently for books and con- 
versation upon religious subjects, and many, I hope in time, 
especially if there were a Bishop here, may enter into tho 
Church's service. I have baptised within the last half-year 
twenty-eight, -whereof five are adults, and one of them a ne- 
gro man, and admitted thirteen to the Holy Communion. 
But tliose who come to Church are generally of the poorer 
sort, and unable to contribute any thing wortli mentioning to 
my support ; some arc unable to buy any books, and would 
therefore bo exceeding thankful to the honourable Society 
for a few prayer-books, if it were but ten or a dozen, -with a 
few slieets of catechisms, with Lewis' or Sing's Exposition. 
Ostervald'a Oatecliism is a book likewise which poor people 
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thirst after verymucli; and, indeed, these books are not to 
be had in tliis country, even if they had money to purchase 
them. 

I am, Reverend Sir, tlie Society's mueli obliged, 

And your most humble servant, 

Samuel Jou^'sox. 

P. S.— Tlie Chnrch at Fairfield goes on a-pace, and New- 
London people are likewise going to build with all expedi- 
tion. I have got considerable subscriptions, and a piece of 
land to Bet it on. 



[ Governor TakoH to the Bishop o/london.] 

Hartford, July 27iA, 1726. 
Eight Reverend Sir, 

I had the favour and honour of your Lordship's letter of 
June 3d, 1725, with the copy of the former gent to Boston, 
I readily embrace the opportunity to let your Lordship know 
the true state of the Ohurch in this, his ITajesty's govern- 
ment in this colony of Connecticut, and that by letter dated 
December Ist, 1725 ;* but being now informed the ship that 
letter went in was lost, with all, save the lives of the persons, 
I held myself obliged to inform your Lordship by this second 
letter, thatf there is hut one Cliurch of England minister in 
this colony, and the Church with him have tlie same protec- 
tion as the rest of our Churches, and are under no constraint 
to contribute to the support of any other minister. Tliere 
are some few persons in another town or two, that have 
stipulated with the present ministers now living in said 
towns, (which persons cannot he much recommended for 

*A copy of this letter (Deeemlier lat, 1725,) is among the MSS. of the Conneoti- 
cnt Hietorioal Society, (No. lOS, Taloott MSS.,) and wo have been favoured with a 
copy of it. As we lenm from the letter we here print, which we obtained from the 
J'aiSomMSS., tiuitofDeoeroljerlBtnoverTeaohed its deatlnation. On a eompari- 
EOQ of the Conneoljont copy with our own, we find that, with the addition of a 
Eingle explanatory fact, the two copies agree. Ours is a dnplicatc, sent because 
(ho ship that took the first was lost. 

t From this point lis letters agree idmost verbatim. 
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their zeal for religion or morality,) who cannot well be 
judged to act from any other motive than to appear singular, 
or to be freed from a Email tax, and have declared themselves 
to be of tJie Chnrch of England ; and soma of tliem that live 
30 or 40 miles from where the Church of England's minister 
lives ; these have made some objections against their custom- 
ary contribution to their proper minister, under whose ad- 
ministration they have equal privileges with their neigh- 
bours. 

Tiie law of this colony is such, that the major part of the 
householders in every town shall determine their minister's 
maintenance, and all within the precincts of the town shall 
bo obliged to pay their parts in an equal proportion to their 
estates in said towns or societies ; and so in the precincts of 
each ecclesiastical society. Under this security, all our 
towns and ecclesiastical eocieties arc supplied with orthodox 
ministers. Wo have no vacancies at present. When the 
death of the incumbent happens, they are quickly suppUcd 
by persons of our own communion, educated in our public 
schools of learning ; which, tlu'ough the Divine blessing af- 
forded us, we have a sufficiency of those that are both learned 
and exemplary in their live?, I beg your Lordship's pardon, 
and am with great observance, 

Four Lordship's most humble eerrant, 

Joseph Tai.cott. 

NoTB. — Of oonrse, it wiU not te forgotten, that the governor was a Congrega- 
tionalist, and naturally viewed the Churoh with, distrust and suspicion, not to &ay 
dislike. 



[2£iv. Mr, Johtiso'^to the HisJiop of London.] 

Stratford, Hew-England, Feh'y 10th, 1726-7. 
May it please your Lordship, 

I must confess that I am ashamed thus to tire your Lord-* 
ship's patience with complaints of this nature ; neither should 
I have given yon this trouble, but at the importunity of the 
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distressed people -whese names (some of tliem). yon "beliord 
at the. foot of tiie inclosed address to your Lordslup. It was 
their own contrivance to fail into this method. The com- 
plaint wa& drawn np, and some of the persons' were in prison 
before I was sent for. Upon their request I eam& to the- 
prison, and found it fvdl of them, and an insiilting mob about 
thein. I administered what comfort I eonldto tliem,.bnt I 
wishi your Lordship^ or some of your sacred character,, could 
have been by to behold the contempt and indignity whicJi 
our holy religion hero suffers- among an ungrateful people. 
It could not fail to excite your utmost zeal and compassion ;, 
and I assure your Lordship, the Church hei-e ia in a gasping 
conditioa^thoughr indeed, our people bear it with as much 
meekness and patienee as can be expected. I venture so far 
upon iny hopes of the success of your Lordship's concern 
and endeavour for us, as to promise them before our enemies 
that they should find relief ;, and if after all this- we fail, tlieve 
will remain: no more hope, or good to be done here. Your 
Lordship req^uired me in one of your letters to let you know 
particularly the state of things in tlie country. Accordingly,, 
besi(^e9 what I have formerly informed you of, I would fur- 
ther observe to your Lordship, that some of the en-ors which,. 
in the course of my ministry, I have- to encounter, arc the 
same with many of the principles of tlie book called "The 
Eights of the Christian Church ;" en-ors so great and so 
subversive of all religion, that I make no doubt but that 
your Lordship, (whatever may be suggested to you to the 
contrary,) will not only justify my faithful and honest en- 
deavours, made with a temper becoming Christianity, to un- 
deceive the unhappy people ; but likewise think it to very 
good purpose, that I, or some body of better capacityj (and 
i hope, ere long, more than one.) should be supported in 
these parts to guard what little ilock wo have against simlt 
dissolute principles. Absolute lay ordination is the avowed 
principle of some of the chief of their ministers, and has 
been frequently practiced in the country, and even in this 
town, though now, of late, their ministers generally ordain ; 
but the people cljiim a sliare of authority with their minisr 
ters in all public acts of discipline. 
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Oae tiling more I beg leave to observe to yonr Lordship, 
and that is this^ onr gOTeriiment, I iinderaiand, imagine tiiat 
if their Jaws are-confirmed in England, they sliall thembe an 
■establishment as muck as the -Churek of England. And, 
■accordingly, I am -certified, that theyJiavo lately *ent home 
-their Jaws, with the colony's seal, to get tlieni confirmed to 
-that purpose. Among the rest are ■those I sent flopies oi" to 
your Lordship ; if, therefore, those laws, witli tho rest,«hould 
get confinned, we ■sliaU then be more effectually borne -down 
■under tlieir pretended establishment My Lord, I am 
obliged to pass along threngh the world, but liardly among 
any poor .oppressed people, from whom I «an liave aiothing 
for my support worth mentioning. . I should be very thant- 
.fulif ithe honourable Society «ould augment the salary that 
belongs to Stratford, which is, and I fear always will be, ex- 
tremely poor, perhaps tlie poorest place of .anj- to wliich their 
^charity is extended, 

I am, &c., ifet., 

Samuel Johhsok. 



[Bee. Mr. iTolinson at Stratford to the S'-ci-etari/.'] 

Sept. le^A, 1720. 
Eeverend Sic, 

I have received the honourable .Society's letter to me of 
March 15th, iu which I have an account of some books which 
they have been so kind as to send, and which I liave since 
received I return the mest humble thanks, both -of me and 
of my people, for tiieir kind notice of us, .and continual car* 
■of our souls.; and the joy and gratitude my poor people -ex- 
presB on tliis occasion will, I doubt n«t, he attended with 
jnaking;such.a religious use of tliese good books as will -abun- 
dantly answer .the pious designs of the honourable Society in 
hestowjng -of them j and they do in some measure -comfort 
.them, under the hardships and difficulties which are not yet 
Temoved, and upon the account of which the Church gains 
ground hut very slowly. At Fairfield, however, thenumber 
daily increase^ and thejvhave erected a small Chnrch,, which I 
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opened last fall, and v,-e call it Trinity Chiirel!, And Mr. Ca- 
ner takes a great deal of pains to very good purpose, and will, 

I don't doabt, prove a very wortliy man, but lie has a very 
slender support froiQ tlio people. He designs, about two 
years licnt'e, to wait on tlio honourable Society for orders and 
amission, unless they see cause to forbid it. la tiiemean 
time, as he stands in very great need of it, so he and the 
people would bo very thankful if the liononrable Society 
would be pleased to grant him a small encouragement for the 
pains ho fakes in instructing that people and their children in 
the principles of religion, which he now performs in the qual- 
ity of a sort of Catecliist, omitting every thing that is pro- 
perly sacerdotal. But not only he, but sundry other very 
worthy young gentlemen, dreading the thoughts of so tedious 
a Yoyage, wait with great impatience in hopes that, possibly. 
Providence may send us a Bishop, for want of which the 
Church in these parts is derided and laughed to scorn, while 
our enemies can take the advantage of immediately iixing 
teachers wherever they please, in opposition to the Church, 
and defy us to our faces. 

Tiicso things make us mourn and go on heavily, and indeed 
it would mate any serious person's heart ache to behold the 
contempt and dishonour cast on religion, and especially on 
our Holy Church, on this account, and the grief of our poor 
people, who know not how to answer the reproaches they aro 
hereby forced to lie under. It is very much lamented by the 
Eye people, tliat they are in danger of being denied the good 
services of Mr, Wetmore, for whom they have a great esteem, 
and who might have been much more serviceable than a per- 
. feet stranger. And I would humbly presume to suggest to 
the honourable Society that it might be much more for the 
interest of religion in general, and for tlie satisfaction of Eye 
people of New-York or Westchester, if the honourable Soci- 
ety would bo so kind to order it, that Mr. Wetmore might 
yet be appointed for Eye, and Mr, Colgan, either to succeed 
him at New-York, or to be at Westchester, But this I do 
with the greatest submission and deference. I have admitted 

II to the Communion and baptised 'J within this half year. 
But while the Church in the country continues under the 
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prejent oppressions, little or nothing can be expected from 
Newtown or Ripton to encourage tlie Society to send them a 
missionarj. In the moan time, mj burthen is very great, and 
I would humbly hope the honourable Society will consider 
me with compassion, wlio have a more troublesome and less 
prodtable province than any one missionary 1 know ot ; for I 
have nothing to depend on but tlie bounty of tlie Society. 
I am entirely alone in a large colony. 
I am, Sir, 

Your and their most humble 

And most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johssoh. 



[J^D. Mr. Jahnion ta iU Biihop of Zondoji.} 

Stmifordin mw-EngUvd, Septemher 26, 1726- 

May it please your Lordsliip, 

I have received your Lordship's kind letter of Juno 28th, 
d talie tliis opportunity to return my most humble thanlis to 
your Lordsliip for the honour yon have done me tlierein, and 
lam e.iceeding glad that I cotdd in anywise contribute to 
your Lordsldp's satisfaction upon the subject yon wrote to me 
about. I hope the issue of it will be that we shall at length 
find better quarter in thecoimtry tlian we have done ; though 
at present things remain just as they were, and we are op- 
pressed and despised as the filth of the world and the off- 
aeonring ot all things, unto this day. They all boast tliem- 
selves an establishment, and loolc down upon the poor Church 
of England with contempt, a! a despicable, schismatieal and 
popish communion ; and their charter is, indeed, the fonnda. 
tion of all their insolence. Happy would it be for the Church 
of England if it were taken away, and unless they could be 
made sensible (as the truth is) that lliey have no warrant 
from it to despise the Church, or to do any thing to her dui. 
advantage. I am not, my Lord, for any severity towards the 
Dissenter., and I always treat them with all the tenderness 
tliat becomes our common Cliristiauily ; but with snbmBSion 
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I cannot liiit think it very hard, that that Church, of which 
our most gracious King is the nursing father, should not, in 
any part of his Majesty's dominions, be at least upon a level 
with the Dissenters, and free from any oppression from them. 
There is another instance I will presume to trouble your 
Lordship with, and that is this: Your Lordship observes 
that all persons that shall come to inhabit this colony, or are 
bom here, have, by the charter, all the liberties and immuni- 
ties of free and natural subjects, as if they were horn 
within the realm of England. Notwithstanding which, they 
have made laws to prevent strangers from settling among 
tliem. As soon as any stranger, though an Englishman, comes 
into the town, he is, according to their laws, immediately 
warned to go out, which they always do if ho is a Church- 
man ; and it is in the breast of the selectmen of the town 
whether tliey will accept of any bondsmen for him. Neither 
can he purchase any lands without tlicir leave ; and unless 
they see cause to allow him to stay, they can, by their laws, 
■whi^ him out of town, if he othcnvise refuses to depart. 
By this means several professors of our Church, for no other 
crime hut their profession, have been prevented from settling 
here. A very worthy man, who had not before been of any 
religion, but was, by God's blessing on my endeavours, in- 
duced to become a very serious conformist to our Church, 
came here to set up a considerable trade ; but, for want of 
men to carry on his business, (occasioned by the fore-men- 
tioned practices,) and by reason of the discouragements he 
everywhere meets with from them, he is forced to break np 
and depart, to his unspeakable damage, and the Church has 
lost a very worthy friend and benefactor. I intended to have 
given your Lordship some further and more particular ac- 
count of the state of religion in the country ; but I dare not, 
at this time, trespass further upon your Lordship's patience, 
but leave that to another opportunity 
I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johhson. 
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{See, Mr. Johnton io the Secretary. 1 

Siratford, Fehmary 10th, 1727. 
Reverend Sir, 

I have just come from Fairfield, ■where I have been to visit 
a considerable number of my people, in prison for their rates 
to the dissenting minister, to comfort and encourage thein 
under their sufferings. But, verily, rniless we can have re- 
lief, and be delivered from this unreasonable treatment, I 
fear I must give up the cause, and our Church must sink 
and come to nothing, Tliere are thirty-five heads of families 
in Fairfield, who, all of them, expect what tlieee have suf- 
fered ; and though I have endeavoured to gain the compas- 
sion and favour of the government, yet I can avail nothing ; 
and both I and my people grow weary of our lives under 
our poverty and oppression. Some few, however, do now 
and then come over to us. I have baptised thirty this year, 
whereof iive were adults, and three of them were negroes, 
and admitted about a dozen to the communion, and re- 
claimed two from very disorderly lives. A very worthy 
young gentleman lives with me in my house, who is a 
scholar, having lately been graduated in a neighbouring Col- 
lege, whom I have reconciled to our Church, and, indeed, (I 
may say,) to Ciiristianity, for he never was biiptiaed, not 
even by any oftlie lecturers which the country swarms every- 
where with. Him, therefore, I have baptised and admitted 
to tbe communion ; and he is a very religious, sober, studious 
and sensible man, and will, I doubt not, be an ornament to 
our Church. He designs, with Mr. Canor, in duo time, to 
ofi'er himself to the honourable Society's service, to whom, I 
hope, they will both appear very acceptable. 
I am. Reverend Sir, 

Tour most humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnsoit. 
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[iist. Mf. Johiisoa to tie Secritfcy. 

Stratford, April 2Sth, 1727. 
Jievereiid Sir, 

This comes to roeommend to tlie lioiiourable Society's no- 
tice and acceptance tlie young gentleman who is the bearer 
hereof, Mr, Henry Caner, %¥ho was bred ap in one of onr 
Colleges, and has, for the time of three years, lived nnder my 
eye, and made considerable proficiency in the study of Di- 
vinity, and other parts of learning, nceeasaiy to qualify him 
for the ministry, and has all along proved himself a sober, 
studious and religious young man ; and I don't doubt but 
he will prove a very worthy missionary, if the honourable 
Society will make use of his services, to the advancement of 
whose pious concerns ho is willing to devote himself. He 
has already done a great deal of good service at Pairficld for 
the time lie has been among them, in the quality of a eate- 
ehist and schoolmaster, and wiU. be very acceptable to them 
as a missionary, as appears by their address inclosed ; and will 
be likeAvise a great comfort to me, in my solitary neighbour- 
hood, in conspiring with mo to forward the interests of re- 
ligion in this country, «nd thereby relieving ine of a great part 
of tliat burthen that lies upon me, who, besides Fairfield, 
have iivo places which I am obliged to visit and administer 
to as often as conveniently I can. I wish, for the encourage- 
ment of the young gentlemen who go from hence, that the 
honourable Society would be pleased to defray the expenses of 
tlieir voyages thither, according to a declaration made in their 
account of the Society, printed by their order in 170(5, page 
7i, and that Mr. Caner might have tlie benefit of it. I 
should be very thankful if that charitable order of the Socie- 
ty might look back, with a favourable aspect, upon us, who 
first undertook this dilHcult and dangerous expedition. 
I am their, and. Sir, your most humble 

And most obedient servant, 

Samuel Jonxsos. 
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[Eev. Mr. Caner to the Secretary.'] 

Fairfield, March Utk, 1727-8. 
Kevereiid Sir, 

My arrival in New-England was so late in the fall that 1 
had not opportunity to give the honoarable Society any ac- 
count thereof, nor yet to lay before tliem the state of the 
Church when I came to Fairfield. I would now, therefore, 
supply that defect by presenting the honoarable Society with 
the following account. 

At my first coming to Pairfield, the professors of the 
Church expressed their thanks, in a just sense of the noble 
charity to their souls, which the honourable Society had be- 
stowed in granting their request for a missionary, but were 
very sorry their abiiitiee could not by any means answer 
their expectations from them ; the heavy taxes levied for the 
support of dissenting ministers, joined with a small and vol- 
untary offering to the Cliurch, rendering them almost inca- 
pable of carrying on the Church, which is not yet finished, nor 
in any way likely to be so presently. The truth is, the peo- 
ple areheartily ready and willing to do their utmost to be as 
little hurthcnsome to the honourable Society as possible, but 
being generally poor, and Fairfield being the chief seat of the 
Dissenters' opposition, they are able to contribute but very 
little to the support of that worship wliich their consciences 
urge them to maintain. 

Besides Faii-field, which I constantly serve, and the villages 
contiguous which belong to that town, as Poqnannucb, Greens 
Farms and Greenfield, I have several times preached this win- 
ter at Norwalk, a town 13 miles distantfromFairfieid, and at 
Stamford, which is about 20 miles, and at Greenwich, about 
27 miles distant from Fairfield, and which is the utmost town 
within the borders of this government westward. Besides 
these, there is a village northward of Fairfield, about 18 miles, 
containing near 20 families, where there is no minister at all 
of any denomination whatsoever ; the name of it ia Chesnut 
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Ridge, and where I jmually preach or lecture oneo iu threa 
weeks. Newtown, which is iibout 22 miles northwest of 
Fairfleld, Kr, Johnson and I supply hetween ns, it being 
equally distant from us. There are still two other towns 
which I serve as often as my occasions will allow, both still 
to tho northward of Fairfield, viz,, Eidgefield and Danbury, 
tiio one 17 and the other 33 miles distantfrom Fairfield. In 
inost of tho above mentioned places there are, 7, 10 or 15 
families professing the Church of England, from which places, 
joined with Fairfield, the taxes strained from members of the 
Church for tbcsupportofdissentingteachers amount to ,£100, 
wliich is about £40 sterling, of which ^airfield pays about 
half. The taking away of these suras very much hinders the 
building they are carrying on, as well as of contributions to 
the support of a minister, for -which latter tiso they are not 
aijlo to raise above £10 sterling per annum. 

Notwithstanding this discouragement, the Church grows 
and increases very mnch, four families being added since my 
coming, one whereof was a Jew, whose wife only was before 
a Christian. Tliis person, besides his excellent skQl in He- 
brew and Greek and other Eastern languages, is very well 
etudied in the Eabbinical learning, and is a very accom- 
plished person upon all accounts ; neither is his conversion 
balanced with any \-iews of interest or friendship, as I can 
learn, but upon very good and serious principles he embraced 
the Christian faith, being baptised with his family very 
lately. Besides these, since December last, I have baptised, 
one adult and 17 infants, one whereof was an Indian, and 
liave eij^ht new comrannicants, the whole number of which is 
now 4D. 

I have further prospect, likewise, of baptising two other 
Indians, in a short time, of about 30 years of age, who are 
very seriously disposed, and attend Divinoworship with some 
constancy. 

Thus I have laid before the honourable Society a just ac- 
count of the state of the Chiirchat Fairfield, and humbly 
hope, therefore, upon the whole, they will not think tlie char- 
ity they have bestowed lost, but pray continually that they 
may see tho liappy effects of these, as well as all their other 
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piuuslaboursfor the good of souls. I am the lionourable S( 
ciety's most dutiful and obedient, as well as, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Hemky Cameb. 



[Sev. Mi; JohTison ia the Sea-etarj/.] 
Sirat/ord, JVew-Jinglmd, September 20th, 1727. 
Kevcrend Sir, 

I have received from tlie lionourable Society two letters, 
one dated May 23d, the other June 16, for which I take this 
opportunity to return my humblest thanks, and particularly 
for their kind notice of my low and difficult circumstances, 
and the addition they have made to my salary, which I shall 
ever gi-atefuUy consider as a fresh motive and obligation 
upon me to exert myself, M'ith the greatest zeal and industry 
I am capable of, in endeavouring to answer their expecta- 
tions from me, and their pious designs in supporting the 
mission in this place, where tliere is a great deal of good 
to be done, but little to be expected of the poor people, 
rive pounds sterling per annum is more than I have ever 
received or can expect, while the government continues as 
it is. 

I likewise thank the honourable Society for the regard 
tliey have expressed to my recommendation of Mr. Caner, 
who has, I conclude, before now, paid his duty to tliem in 
person. The afflicted condition of his people, and no pros- 
pect of a redress, was the occasion of his waiting on tho hon- 
ourable Society sooner than he would otherwise have done. I 
hope, however, he will be found in some measure acceptable 
to them ; but I should be very glad that the same salary, 
which was allowed to him as schoolmaster at Tairfield, might 
be allowed for a school in this town, where there is a great 
need of one ; and it miglit be of good service, not only for 
forming the minds of children to a sense of religion, but like- 
wise for a resort for such young gentlemen successively as 
from time to time leave the College here, and are rejected 
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from all business by the Dieeentere, on the account of their 
being reconciled to the Church of England. Under the eye 
of the missionary here, they miglit, while they keep school, 
improve thenisel\-e3 in the study of Divinity till they are 
qualified for higher business. Tliere ia one Mr. Bennett now 
in town, ■who very Well deserves to be recommended as an in- 
stance of what I now speak of, and might do good eerviee 
in such a school, 

I now proceed to answer the queries of the honourable 
Society which are contained in their last letter ; and to the 
first : 

1. Christ Church, in Stratford, was founded in tlie year 
1723, partly at the charge of the members of tiio Cluircli of 
England here, who, by subscriptions, raised wliat money 
they could for the erecting of it, and partly by the liberal 
contributions of several pious and generous genileineu of the 
neighbouring provinces, and sometimes of travellers who 
occasionally passed through the town. It is a neat, email 
Wooden building, forty-five feet and a half long, thirty and a 
half wide, and twenty-two between joints, or up to the roof; 
but there is no house or glebe belonging to it, nor is it at all 
endowed, nor has it any settled salary besides the honourable 
Society's bounty ; only the poor people are as liberal in email 
presents as can be expected of them. 

2. To the second : The first beginning of the Church of 
England in ibis town was by about ten or fifteen families, 
most of them tradesmen, some husbandmen, who were bom 
and bred up in England, and came and settled here ; some 
of them were bom here, and by means of the rest were recon- 
ciled to the Church, It is nigh twenty years since they first 
endeavoured to have the worship of God in the method of 
the Church among them, but were disappointed till about 
^^?.^'ias%%g'4', ^'^^d'J.'ai'^ludx^tihfiuumherah.avQ been con- 
siderably increasing, so that now there are about fifty fami- 
lies widiin the compass of about fifty miles square of ground, 
(which, is the extent of this town.) who pretty steadily fre- 
quent the Chureh ; and besides them, there are a considerable 
number of people scattered up and down in the neighbouring 
towns, some five, some ten, twenty and thirty miles off, who 
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come to Church as often as can be expected ; for there is no 
Church westward within forty miles, only ^airfield, which 
is eight miles off, -where tliere is a small wooden Chnrch 
bnilr, and about forty families, who hope for Mr, Caner to 
■ be sent them from the Society ; and thcie is no Church east- 
ward within one hundred miles, only at Kew-Loiidon, about 
seventy miles off", where I sometimes preach to a good num- 
ber of people, and they aro building a wooden Church some- 
thing larger than ours, and liope for a missionary, and have 
desired me to recommend their ease to the honourable Socie- 
ty, that they may be supplied as soon as may be, and there is 
there a good prospect of a large increase. There is no Church 
northward of us at all. We lie upon the sea ; [i. e., Sound ;] 
and directly over against us, southward on Long Island, lies 
Brook Haven, about twenty miles over the water, where I 
have often preached, both before Mr. Standard was there and 
since he left there, to a considerable congregation, who are 
building a handsome Church, and have also desired me to 
intercede for their epccdy supply. Tlicy stand in great need 
of a minister, and much good might be done among them. 
The towns in this country are pretty thielc, scarce any above 
ten, some not five miles asunder ; some of them have sundry 
little villages belonging to them, and most of them consist of 
two, tliree or four Jiundred families, which, though scarce 
any of them are contiguous, yet the main body of them live 
in very near neighbourhoods ; the roads aro generally well 
cleared and much used, so tliat travelling is for the most part 
indifferent good, and it is a fruitful and thriving country ; 
but the people of our Church are mostly of the poorer sort. 

3. Aa to the third ; It must be confessed that our number 
is very small in comparison with the Dissenters, who are very 
numerous, perhaps three hundred and fifty families to fifty 
of us, and they are generally of the Independent or Congre- 
gational persuasion, though the principles they support them- 
selves iipon are but httle different from tliose of the book 
falsely called tho "Rights of the Christian Church." They 
have a large meeting-house in the body of the town, within 
a few rods of the Chnrch, and two small ones besides in the 
villages. Tlie way of supporting their ministers is by a rate 
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levied iii proportion to their estates, aeeording to law, wliiclj 
the government hath enacted for that purpose, bywhich they 
have, as I humbly conceive, without any warrant from their 
charter, established tlicir way of worship and discipline in 
opposition to any other, and by means of which establish- 
ment tliey oppose the Church. 

4. To the fourtii : Tlie Dissenters have two poor schools in 
this town, bat the Church hath none, though there is a con- 
siderable number of children among us. 

6. To the fifth : "Wo have no donations made to our Church, 
save what liave been mentioned, no benefactions to the min- 
ister or schoolmaster, no library belonging to the parish, save - 
what tlie honourable Society have bestowed. 

6. To the sixth : The Dissenters in this town have perhaps 
one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty negro slaves 
among them, who are, some of them, instructed, and a few 
baptised in their way ; but we Iiavo but six or seven come to 
Church, four of wliich I liave baptised. 

This is the substance of what account I have to give of the 
rise, progress and present state of the Church here. 
I am, Keverend Sir, 
Tour moat humble and most obedient servant, 

Samcel Johnson. 



[Siv. Mr. JoTinson io tie Secrdary.} 

Stratford, IT. K, October ^?.d, 1727. 
Keverend Sir, 

I have very lately written to the honourable Society in 
obedience to their commands, yet I humbly hope tliey will 
forgive me, thougli I trouble tlicra so Boon again with relation 
to the necessity of a school in tliis town. In the last I in- 
formed tlie Society of wliat service it might be to the interest 
of religion to have a seliool here, and that Mr. Bennett (who 
has for above half a year kept school among the Dissenters 
liere, and been rejected by the greatest number of them upon 
conformity to our Cliurch) would be very serviceable and 
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acceptable in a school upon the honourable Society's founda- 
tion. Since which time I have endeavoured to gain subBcrip- 
tions, and have teen very successful, not only among the 
Church people, but with a considerable number of Dissenters, 
who seem at present, many of them, to be in a good temper, 
especially for Mr. Bennett's sake, not only in contributing 
to the support of such a school, but in allowing tliat tlieir 
children be taught and regulated according to the Society's 
rules, provided he might be continued, whom they find to 
be the best schoolmaster they ever had among tliem ; and 
I believe the greatest part of what subscriptions we shall 
make will be from among them, for their number and ability 
are beyond ours. We liave already raised nigh thirty pounds 
per annum, equal to about ten pounds sterling, and hope if 
we might have the Society's usual salary to schoolmasters, 
we might make so good a support as would be some encour- 
agement and relief for such young men of the College from 
time to time as are neglected in the country, by reason of 
their adherence to our communion. I beg, therefore, if the 
honourable Society can find tSiemselves able, they would be 
pleased at so happy a juncture to allow us their charitable 
assistance in this affair, for nothing could so happily contri- 
bute to the enlargement of our Church, by begetting in the 
tender minds of children a sense of the excellency of our 
holy religion. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 
Tonr most humble and obedient servant, 

Samuel Johhson. 



[ATtortyja/n"! Letter to the Mshop of London. ] 

Stratford, If. X, October SOth, 1727. 
My lord, 

Right Eeverend Sir, 
May it please your Lordship, these lines wait upon your 
Grace from a true sense of duty to yourself and of justice to 
the great work and purjjose of promoting rehgion in these 
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cads of the Earth, which your Lordship liath so much at 
heart, and that ■wliich moves me to write at thia time, ia a 
jealousy that you may be imposed upon by kindnesses received 
for this place. I think we can never be thankful enough for 
yonr Lordship's benignity, under heaven's favour, that one 
ministerisfreely maintained amongus with so very littlocharge 
as ours ; and truly our depending in this matter is wholly on 
the Society's bounty, for, whenever tliis fails, wo shall surely 
no longer have a minister, because we have no prospect of onr 
ever being able to afford him any thing like a maintenance; 
for onr whole company in this great town consists of about 
ten or a dozen families, and that of the meaner and poorer sort. 
I am obliged to say, notwithstanding the relation I bear to 
them, there is no view of our increasing ; there comes now 
and then a disaffected person to us, and when his passion is 
over, lie returns from whence he came ; for the ministry of 
the town is somewhat of a Presbyterian linmour, having 
shaken off the old Independent notions that were so disgust- 
ful, 60 that the people are under no temptation to change 
their pastor, and very few have yet done so in this place, ex- 
cept those that were unwilling to pay rates ; and wo find 
them as unwilling to be at any public charge now as before. 
Wo could not have built onr Church had not travellers and 
strangers bestowed their favours upon us ; and truly, our 
brethren of the Church of England in this colony in the 
neighbouring towns are none of them persons of any note 
that were famed for religion ; and what more might be said 
I leave, lest I might discourage your Lordship's further care 
about ns. And now, our Reverend Father, that our brethren 
may not grow intolerable to yon, may these lines be a happy 
preventive. 

The addition of our [prosperity] will not be in asking a 
salary for our schoolmaster, a project that is now on foot 
among us ; and though our Keverend Pastor may lead or en- 
courage tlio matter, I cannot but think it is more from over- 
sight than notice, to Bay that we shall have more interest or 
benefit in the schools of the town than we now enjoy. I am 
persuaded this will prove a mistake, for we have the same 
privileges in either of them as any of the Dissenters have ; the 



•d by Google 



coNNEoncTJT — 1727. 123 

houses are within sight of each other and ■well supported, 
■which hespeaks the ability of the town, so that if any thing 
be allowed from home, it ■will be some ease to the town in 
general, hut of no particular advantage to us, but I much 
rather think, a prejudice and a wrong to us ; for now, there 
is such a friendship between us and tlie cbmniittee of the 
schools, as that we have in times past and at present a man 
of our own persuasion in one of them, and with the general 
allowance. If by encouragement from your Lordship's be- 
nignity to us, we should make a division in this matter, ■we 
can expect no euch favour for the future. Most of the people 
of the town are ready to think we liave some iil-design in 
asking a pension for their school, which they are so well able 
to support of themselves, so that if it be granted we shall 
hazard their greater dislike to us, and thereby wrong our- 
selves, rather than reap any ad^vantage by the means, what- 
ever may be pretended by the petitioners. And now, not 
willing to be further troublesome, I conclude with humbly 
asking pardon for my boldness in writi'ng, and especially in 
concealing my name, which I must beg leave to do, lest my 
brethren become displeased with me, I heartily wish yonr 
Lordship length of days, riches and honour ; that all your 
endeavours for the propagating of the Gospel and advancing 
the interest of our great Lord andEedeemer maybe crowned 
with happy success ; and your rewards in glory, when you 
shall cease from your painful labours, may be very great. 
I remain, with submission, 

Your Lordship's 

Humble servant to command. 

Nora.— It is by no means certain that this letter was not written by a Covgrega- 
tionalitt, in tlio assumed character of n Cliurchman, to defeat Mr, Johnson's appli- 
cation for a Bchool nnder the patronage of the Chnrch. It may well ha donbtad 
whether any one of the congregation of the Stratford miseionary either could or 
would have wriKen the letter. 
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[I&ilion ofihe Chwvhmardeas and VedryofFaivJkldto lie Connerliciit Legialaiiire^ 



To the honourable the Governor, Assistants and Kep- 
resentatives in General Court assembled, this 15th 
of May, 172T, the request of sundry members of the 
Chnrch of England in Fairfield, humbly blieweth, 
that— 

Whereas we are, by the Honourable Society in England 
and the Bishop of London, laid under obligation to pay to the 
support of the said established Church, and have accordingly 
constantly paid to it, and been at great charge in building a 
Church for the worship of God, we pray this Assembly would, 
by some act or otherwise, as your wisdom shall tliink fit, ex- 
cuse us hereafter from paying to any dissenting minister, or to 
the building of any dissenting meeting-house. And whereas 
we were, ten of us, lately imprisoned for our taxes, and had 
considerable sums of money taken from us by distraint, con- 
trary to his Honour the Governor's advice, and notwith- 
standing solemn promises before given to sit down and be 
concluded thereby in tliis afi'air, we pray that those sums 
of money taken from us may be restored to us again. If these 
grievances may be redressed, we shall aim at nothing but to 
live peaceably and as becometh Christians among our dis- 
senting brethren ; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray, &c. 

Moses "Wakd, ( Churchwardens. 
Samuel Lyon, J 
DocTGAi. McKenzie, J 
John Lockwood, C p" * 
Uathah Adams, f ^' 

Ben. Stukgis, &e., j 
In the name and behalf of all the rest of our brethren. 
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[Upon this petition, tbe General Assembly enacted, that all per- 
sons who were of the Church of England, and those who were of the 
churches established by the law of the coloiiy,living in the bounds of 
any allowed parish, should be taxed by the same rule and in the same 
proportion for the support of the ministry ; but where it happened 
that there was a society of the Church of England, having a clergy- 
man so near any person who bad declared himself to be of that Churcli, 
that he could and did attend public worship there, then the collector 
was to deliver the tax collected of such person to the mioistcr of the 
Church of England to whom ho lived near, who was also authorized 
to receive and recover the same; and if such proportion of taxes was 
not sufficient in any society of the Church of England to support the 
incumbent, such society was authorized to levy and collect of those 
who professed and attended that Church greater taxes at their discre- 
tion. The parishioners of the Church of England were also excused 
front paying any taxes for building meetiug-houaea for tha established 
Churches of the colony.]* 



[Seo.ifr, daer In Ihg JSisRop 0/ Zondan.] 

Fairfield^ March Uth, 1727-8, 
My Lord, 

I take this opportunity to wait upon your Lordsliip, (the 
winter season preventing my doing it sooner,) with my hum- 
ble duty, as well as to inform your Lordship of the state of 
the Church, since my arrival in this place, where your Lord- 
sliip, with tiie honourable Society, have been pleased to ap- 
point me. My Lord, I find it to my very great satisfaction ; 
the people to whom I am sent are, however, low and poor in 
fortune, yet are very serious and well-minded, and ready to 
entertain any instructions that may forward them in the 
paths of virtue and truth and godliness. I have presumed 
to lay before the honourable Society an account of the hard- 
ships they labour under, in being obliged to pay taxes to 
dissenting ministers; and shall depend tipon your Lordship's 
usual goodness, to forward tliat matter, if any thing may bo 
done for our relief from such a burthen ; for beside, my Lord, 
that it hinders the finishing the Church they have begun to 
build, it is utterly inconsistent with what your Lordship and 

* Sea the Statute on ji. 340 of tlio Law Book of tha Colony, edition of 1715. 
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tlie honourable Society have been pleased to enjoin me ; for 
although tlie Dissenters in this gorernment have lately passed 
an act to exempt all professors of the Church from paying 
taxes to the support of their ministers, yet they take the 
liberty to determine themselves who may be called Church- 
men, and interpret that act to comprehend none that live a 
mile from the Church minister ; hy which means, not only 
two-thirds of tlie Churchy hut of its. revenues likewise, we are 
entirely deprived of the benefit of; and the favour which 
they would seem to do us proves, in reahty, but a shadow. 
These difiiculties, your Lordship will easily be persuaded, 
very much hinder the growth and weaken the hands of the 
Church ; however, amidst all this, your Lordship will find, by 
the representation I have made to the honourable Society, 
there are daily added to the Church such as, hy the blessing 
of God, added to their own honest endeavours, will finally 
he saved. To this, end suffer us, my Lord, to assure ourselves 
of your Lordship's continued prayers and blessing, which will 
always he justly valued hy one, who is, 

"With the greatest respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 

Henry Canee. 



[Jiea. Mr. Johasoa to the Mitiop o/ZenrfDnJ 

Stratford^ in New-England^ April Id, 172S. 
May it please your Lordsliip,. 

I am thankful to your Lordship for despatching Mr. Canra- 
BO soon to. his parish, for I find great advantage to the in- 
terests of the Churcli, from his neighbourhood, and assistance, 
and I hope the Society will enlarge his salary, as soon as their 
ability will admit of it. The government here have pretended 
to make a law in favour of the Church, whereby all that live 
near our parish Churches are exempted from paying to the 
dissenting ministers, and it is of some service to such ; but 
those that live scattering in the country ai'e yet pei-sccuted as 
bad as ever ; and in this law they still call themselves the 
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establislied Churches, and treat us as Dissenters. I have 
lately been preaching at New-Haven, where the College is, 
and had a considerable congregation, and among them seve- 
ral of the scholars, who are very inquisitive about the princi- 
ples of onr Church, and after Bennon ten of the members of 
the Church there subscribed £100 towards the buildmg a 
Church in that town, and are zealously engaged about under- 
taking it ; and I hope in a few years there will be a large 
congregation there. 

The Church at Boston has lost a very worthy pastor in 
Jlr. Myles, and I doubt they will break into sad confusion 
there, unless a very worthy and discreet minister Lo sent 
them from England, for I am told above iive to one are BO 
greatly disgusted with Mr. Harris, that they will never be 
content under his ministry. Tour Lordship has doubtless 
been informed of the controversy between Mr. Myles and 
Dr. Cutler on the one- hand, and the overseers of Harvard 
College on the other, and that the General Court have given 
judgment for the overseers against the clergy of the Church, 
whereby they have excluded them from being overseers, 
after they have for many years been allowed that character, 
and notwithstanding the plain sense of the charter or act of 
Assembly which comprehends tiicm ; so tliat this matter 
must now have a trial in England, and I presume to hope 
that your Lordship's wisdom and goodness will be engaged 
in behalf of this affair, which, I humbly conceive, is a matter 
wherein the interest of the Church in this country is much 
concerned. I have nothing more to add, but that I am, 
May it please your Lordship, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 

Si^UEL Johnson. 



[^0. Mr. JoMaon to Ih^ Secretary-— ^^'"'^■'i 

Slmtford, April 3d, 1T28. 
Eeverend Sir, 

Since my last, I find the advantage of Mr. Caner's neigh- 
bourhood and assistance, and the growth of the Church in 
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these parts is considerable. TJie government have made a 
law pretending favour to the Church, by which all that live 
near our parish Churches are excused from paving rates to 
their ministers, and it is of some service to such, but those 
that live scattering in the country are yet persecuted as bad 
as ever; and in this law they still call themselves the estab- 
lished Church, and treat us as Dissenters. 

I have like-wise since preached to a considerable nnmber 
of people at New-London, where they are vigorously carrying 
on their Chnrch, and I hope they will meet with the hon- 
ourable Society's encouragement. At Korwalk, where I 
preached since I wrote last, there are several families who 
are reconciled to the Church, to whom Mr. Caner since has 
preached again. And in that town there is a sober and sen- 
sible Jew, considerably acquainted with the writings of their 
Eahbia, with whom I have had much conversation ; and he 
seems seriously inclined to embrace Christianity, and I hope 
before long to persuade him to be baptised, if the enmity of 
his countrymen do not prevail against his convictions. I 
have also (besides other neighbouring parishes) lately preach- 
ed at New-Haven, a large town about fourteen miles east- 
ward, where there is a College. Great pains were taken to 
hinder people from coming to Church, and many well wish- 
ers to it were over-persuaded not to come ; however, I had 
near a hundred hearers, and among them several of the Col- 
lege ; after service about ten of the members of our Church 
there subscribed £100 towards building a Church in that 
town, and seem very zealously engaged to prosecute the de- 
sign, and I hope in a few years there will be a large congre- 
gation there. Here, in Stratford, I have another family added 
to the Church, and I have a sober, ingenuous Indian, one of 
the natives, a young man whom I have brought over to the 
belief of Christianity, am teaching him to read and write, 
and make a business of catechising and instructing him now 
in the season of Lent, and design to baptise him at Easter, 
and with him, a little girl about six years old, of the same 
tribe ; both of them are bound to me by indenture from tiieir 
parents. 
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[The folloming petition, upon which nothing was granted, was presented in 
May, 1726, and is procured from the State Archives at TiiattoTd.—"EcclmaaHml," 
Voi,IU.,Doa. ise. VideajiU.] 

To the HonouTobU Oen&ral Assembly^ now siUi/ng at Hart- 
ford, May the ninth, A. Bom, 1728 : 

The Memorial of Isaac Brown and the rest of the Church- 
wardens, Vestrymen and brethren of the Church of 
England, humbly shcweth ; 

That sometime in May, 1727, the Churchwardens, Vestry- 
men and some of the brethren of the Church of England did 
exhibit a prayer to the honourable Assembly, complaining of 
some hardship and injury done them by having money forced 
from them, and some of them imprisoned, on the account or 
for the support of the dissenting ministry in the County of 
Fairfield, and for building meeting-houses and settling of 
ministers ; and forasmuch as the prayer of the distressed was 
by this honourable Assembly heard, and they in their great 
wisdom, as well as Christian compassion, was pleased to pro- 
vide a remedy for the relief of the professors of said Church, 
that they should no more be oppressed by contributing to the 
support of the Dissenters ; and forasmuch as in tlie act of the 
honourable Assembly it is not fully understood what part of 
the professors of the Church of England are exempted, all 
being within the district of the Reverend Mr. Johnson and 
Mr. Caner's ministry, within tlie County of Faii-field, assigned 
to them by the ministry at home. 

Wo, the subscribers, in behalf of the rest, humbly move to 
this Assembly, that an explanation of the Assembly's Act in 
May last, relating to the premises, may be given by them ; 
and also, that for the future the affairs of the Church may be 
wholly managed by the book of canons relating to gathering 
taxes for the support of tlie ministry, that is established by 
law according to the rubrick of the Church of England ; and 
that for the future, so long as there remain missionaries 
among us, we may gather all needful taxes by said book of 
9 



•d by Google 



IdO CHDECH DOCUMBKTS. 

canons and not by yonr collectors. Great contentions have 
already arisen, and many lawsuits, as well as great hardship 
imposed upon us, who are hut small and at great expense in 
building of Churches, and to help us, the honourable Society 
in England designs, by their contributing to our missionaries 
for their subsistence, as sometimes this honourable Assembly 
have done to small places ; but as the act now stands, no 
donations will be of any advantage to the body of the people, 
which WG humbly conceive is not agreeable to that rule 
given by our blessed Saviour, Do as you would, &c. "We 
humbly conceive that this honourable Assembly doth not 
design to oppress us, but make people honest and religious ; 
{not Churchmen for ease, as sometimes tliey have chapels ;) 
and we humbly hope that 'tis our unfeigned desire that all 
men were so, and then we should not liave these animosities 
amongst us. Wc do assure this Assembly, that we are bound 
in our consciences to adhere to said Church in doctrine 
and discipline, let our difBculties be ever so great. We 
humbly ask the Assembly's act for our relief in these tilings 
we have prayed for, and in so doing this honourable Assem- 
bly will engage us both to duty and respect, and we shall 
ever pray, as in duty bound. 

J)atedMay^th,in^. 

Isaac Beown, ) -p- ^ 

T, T> r Vestrymen. 

iiENJA. iiuKTT, ) 

Moses "Wakd, 
Sam'el Lion> 
Henry James, 
Moses Knapp, I 
Nathan Adams, I 
Jno. Lock^vood, 



Church wardens . 
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[Set. Mr. Johmon to the Secretary.] 
Stratford, JVew-Enffland, September 21ai, 1728. 

Reverend Sir, 

Though so consideralile a number of my former hearers are 
gone off to make up Mr. Caner's parish, and notwithstanding 
that three families ai'e removed this year from this town, out 
of tlio government, yet my Church has been considerably 
fuller this summer than ever it was befoi-e. Seven entire 
families are reeoneiled to the Church j and though such a 
number of communicants are gone off to Fairfield parish, yet 
I have fourscore liere and in the neighbouring town, who 
eonstantly, and as freq^ueutly as may be, attend the commu- 
nion at Stratford. Beside two of the native Indians I have 
brought within the pale of the Church, (of whom I made 
mention in my last,) there is one large family of English, who 
have heretofore lived like heathens, but are now become 
serious Christians, and I have baptised thein ; it consists, bo- 
side the two parents, of seven children, of which five are adults. 
And beside the Jew I mentioned before, who is a sincere 
good Christian, and has since been baptised, here is another 
Jew, a very sober sensible young gentleman, whom I have 
been instrumental in bringing over to the Christian faith, and 
■who is preparing liimself^ in a short time, to be baptised. 

I continue to preach with suceess at Kow-IIaven, and I 
hope there will be a Church there in time;, though thoy la- 
bour under great opposition and discouragements from the 
people of the town, who will neither give nor sell them a 
piece of land for them to build a church on. 

The people of Brook-Haven, on Long Island, have earnest- 
ly [asked] my intercession with the honourable Society tliat 
they may again be supplied with a minister. They are under 
great necessity of one. 

The dif&eulties and oppressions that the people of our 
Church liave met with under this Independent government 
have been, and are, so great, that no less than seven families 
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have removed hence into New- York government eince I came 
hither, of which three removed this year. At present, in- 
deed, we have a little better quarters with them, by reason 
of the terror they are under from Mr. Winthrop's complaints 
against the government ; and I wish they may be tanght a 
better temper towards the Church. 
This is all at present from, Reverend Sir, 

Tours, &c., 

Saithel Johnson. 



{Ee/). Mr. Caner to the Secrelavy.~Eiiract. \ 

Fairfield, October 10th, 1728. 
Sir, 

It seems proper to observe to the honourable Society that 
the Province of Connecticut is divided into four counties, 
whose denominations arise from their first to^vns, Fairfield, 
JS'ew-London, Hartford and New-Haven. That of Fairfield 
being the westernmost in the province, borders on New- 
Tork, and contains tlie towns of Fairfield, Stratford, Nor- 
walk, Stamford, Greenwich, Eipton, New Town, Danbiiry, 
Ridgefield and "Woodbury, TDeside their several villages, as 
four about Fairfield ; Green Farms, Greenfield, Poquanuck 
and Chesnut Ridge, three of them about four miles distant, 
the last about sixteen ; one belonging to Stratford, called 
Unity, one to Norwalk, one to Greenwich ; eacli of these 
villages contain 50 or 60 families ; the towns, one with 
anotlier, have twice that number; the sum of whose inhabi- 
tants, though difficult to come at, by reason of some of them 
not having kept any register of births, and very few of bap- 
tisms, I have, at length, pretty justly attained, and find 
them as set down in my Notitia Parochialis, herein inclosed; 
where, likewise, the honourable Society will find I have col- 
lected out of these the number of the baptised, as also the 
number of infants and adults baptised by me tliis half year. 
In my account of the number of inhabitants, I have left out 
Stratford, with its village ; also New Town and Ripton, 
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■wHch places are under the care of the Eev. Sir. Johnson ; all 
the other towns and villages in the county I serve to the 
best of my power, preaching to those on ■week days whom I 
cannot attend on Sunday, there being several, families as well 
communicants as professors of the Church of England,' in 
every one of these towns and villages. 

As to the Indians in this county, their number is now be- 
come very email, by reason of distempers brought among 
them by the English, together with the excessive drinking 
which destroys them apace ; and of those few that remain, to 
tlje eternal shame of the English in these parts, it must be 
said, that, although I constantly labour with them, as I find 
tliem in my way, yet very seldom conceive hopes of doing 
tbem any good, who have taken up an inveterate prejudice 
against Christianity, grounded on the shamefully wicked lives 
of us, its professors. 

The difficulties which chiefly affect both me and my 
people are what have been often complained of, the heavy taxes 
by the government imposed on those who profess the Church 
of England, for the support of dissenting teachers, which 
very much hinders the finishing our Church, and providing 
decent ornaments for its service, as well as discourages others 
from joining with us in so good a work, when they observe 
how wc are slighted and despised, and imposed upon, 
accounted as the filth and dross of the earth, and the off"- 
scouring of all things. 

To the rectifying of which, in some measure, for the future, 
I would, in most humble manner, lay before the honourable 
Society the following scheme. 

The government has lately passed an act, that all profes- 
sors of the Churcli of England, living so near any place where 
there is an Episcopal minister settled, as that they can con- 
veniently, and do constantly attend upon his preaching, they 
shall be excused from fees to the Dissenters, and shall pay 
them to tho Church minister ; by which means all the pro- 
fessors aforesaid, who live within a mile or two of our Church, 
are excused, while others are obhged to pay, and some are 
deprived of two-thirds of its revenues. Now, I humbly con- 
ceive that if the honourable Society, instead of appointing 
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me their missionary at Fairfield, would, by a like instrumentj 
under tlieir common seal, appoint me their missionary, to 
serve from Fairfield to Byram River, or tlie borders of the 
government westward, tben by an order of the hononrableSo- 
ciety, in their Instructions to Missionaries, (page 25, parag. 
XI,,) I should be under obligation to reside sometimes at one 
of these places and sometimes at anotlier, as the necessities of 
either shonld require; by this means shall the objection of our 
people, living too remote, be taken off", seeing they will all be 
equally near to me, and tlicrofore shall the Church gain all 
her revenues, and be able to go forward with business. 



RmA the l%th ofJvly^ 1729. 

The Eev, Mr. Caner, missionary from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parte, to Fairfield, in 
Connecticut government, in New-England, in his letter dated 
10th Oct., 1728, writes as follows : 

" Tiie government lias lately passed an act, that all pro- 
fessors of the Church of England, living so near any place 
where there is an Episcopal minister settled, as that they can 
convenieni ly, and do constantly, attend upon his preaching, 
they shall be excused from taxes to the Dissenters, and shall 
pay them to the Church minister. By which means, all tho 
professors aforesaid, that live within a mile or two of our 
Church, are excused, while others are obhged to pay, and 
some are deprived of two-thirds of its revenues. Now, I 
humbly conceive that if the Society, instead of appointing 
me missionary at Fairfield, would, by a like instrument, 
under their common seal, appoint me their missionary to 
Bcrvo from Fairfield to Byram Eiver, or the bordere of this 
government westward, then, as I should be under an obliga- 
tion to reside sometimes at one of these places and sometimes 
at aaother, as the necessities of either should require, the 
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objection of people living too remote would be taken ofF, see- 
ing tbat tliey will all be equally near to me, and thereby 
Bhall the Church gain her revenncs, and be able to go forward 
with business." 

At a meeting of the Society, 16th May, 1 Y29, agreed, that 
this matter be laid before Mr. Ketelby, and his opinion desired 
whether the Society's appointment of their missionaries to 
two or three places will exempt the Church there from pay- 
the Independent teachers. Though at first reading this case, 
I was clear in my own opinion, yet, it appearing to be a mat- 
ter in wbich the interest of the Church ministers and the 
honour of the Society were, in some measure, concerned, I 
have conferred with other gentlemen, of undoubted probity 
and judgment, and we all agree that the Society ought not 
to grant what is proposed by Mr. Caner ; tbat their appoint- 
ment of their missionary to two or three places will not ex- 
empt the Church people from paying to the Independent 
teachers ; that it is neither within the intention nor the letter 
of the Act, which, as it requires a constant attendance upon 
the minister's preaching, so it must necessarily suppose his 
constant residence in one place ; this may be construed as 
an attempt to evade the Act, only with a view to the secular 
advantages of particular persons, and may, perhaps, involve 
the Church ministers there in greater trouble, and more to 
their detriment, than any benefit they hope for from the 
compliance of the Society in this particular. 

Abel 'K.wtelby. 



{Sen. Mr. Jolmsoa to ihe iSeffOaTy.} 

Strafford, May 26(A, 1729. 
Reverend Sir, 

We yet labour under so much uneasiness in our government, 
that several people have moved out of it into New- York gov- 
ernment, of which no less than four families since my last ; 
and Ithink I have gained but three new families to be steady 
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Upon the services of tlie Clinreh, though there are many, and 
those daily increasing, who are really, in their minds, recon- 
ciled to the Church, hut are kept hack from declaring them- 
selves for fear of the displeasure of the government ; and 
yet I think a more charitahle and friendly temper towards 
the Church is, from time to time, visibly increasing among 
the people in th^e parts. I have baptised the Jew, Mr. 
Mordeeai Marks, concerning whom I wrote in my last, who 
is a very worthy proselyte and steady communicant, as also 
two native Indians, both adults, two adnlt negroes and two 
negro children, all this last half year, so that the state of my 
parish at present is this : 

Families. 

1st. Number of inhabitants in tliis town, 260 

" " " oftlieChurch, 63 

2d. Number of baptised, 223 

Of which this half year, 23 

3d, Number of adults baptised tliis half year, 6 

4tli, Number of actual communicants in Stratford and 

places adjacent, excepting Fairfield parish, 86 

Of which admitted tliis half year, 6 

5th. Number of professors of the Church, about 200 

I am, Eev. Sir, 

Tour most obedient and humble servant, 

Samuel Johkson. 
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Jahitsoii. !'J £/ti Secrelary.] 

Stratford, Novmiber 2,0th, 1729. 



EePerend Sir, 

I am very thankful to the honourable Society for admit- 
ting Sir. Dwight into their service, tliough I eould have been 
glad had he been fixed somewhere else in New-England, par- 
ticularly since Brook-Haven was supplied before, (and I hope 
to their content.) We are all sorry that he had not been 
placed at Providence, where it is to he feared not only the 
interest of the Church, hut even all sense of religion, {what 
little there was of it,) will in a manner he lost, by means of 
the bad character and vile behaviour of the person who is 
missionary in tliat place, and upon whose account the Church 
is sadly dishonoured and we arc all filled with shame and 
confusion of face. 

I find in the abstract of the proceedings of the Society last 
year, mention made of a salary for a school at Stratford, but 
have never received any letter, or otherwise any intimation 
from tlie honourable Society about it ; which makes me fear 
there was some mistake about the matter. However, though 
I should be very thankful if there was a salary appointed for 
that purpose, and there is great need of it, yet since we want 
ministers more, of the two, than schoolmasters, I would not 
desire that the providing for a school should stand in the 
way of providing for missionaries, and particularly, not only 
Mr. Cauer stands in need of an augmentation of his salary, 
but there is New-London, in this colony, and Westerly, in the 
Narragansetts, (in both which places they have built and are 
finishing very handsome small Churches,) that are in great 
necessity of ministers, and I have this summer visited Uiem, 
and find a good prospect of great increase to the Church. 

Besides which places, I have not long since visited the 
people on Connecticut Eivcr, and find a considerable nmn- 
ber who are subscribmg towards a Church at a town 
called Wethersfield, where there is likely to be a flourishing 
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colony, and will need the honourable Society's assistance. 1 
likewise still continue frequently to preach at New-Haven, 
Kipton and Newtown with success; though, at the last of 
these places, it must he confessed that the Dissenters have of 
late got the advantage of us, partly by the craft and assiduity 
of their teachers, and partly by means of the removing of a 
considerable man of our Church, (whose influence used to 
be great in that town.) from thence into New-Tork govern- 
ment. 

The Church here at Stratford has of late been unhappy by 
means of a foolish contention, that has sprung up among my 
people, to the great hindrance of the growth of the Church, 
and has given me a great deal of trouble. However, I have 
had some success, having baptised one adult and twelve in- 
fants, one of which was native, and admitted six to the Holy 
Communion since last April, otherwise my notitia parockiaZis 
stands much as it did in my last. 

Sir, yours, &c., &c., 

Samuel JomrsoiT. 



[The Churchicardene, <6c., of WalUngford to Ihe BisJio^ of London.'^ 

May it please your Lordship, 

We, the Churchwardens and parishioners of 'Wallingford 
and the adjacent parts in the Colony of Connecticut, in New- 
England, beg leave to offer our humble duty to your Lord- 
ship. 

AVe are a Church but newly planted, and however content 
we are at present to have the service of the Church only 
once a quarter by a minister, on every Lord's day besides 
we perform the service as far as is proper for laymen ; but 
in that part we are something deficient for -frant of sermon 
books, &c., which we cannot easily procure in this country. 
"We are sensible the Eeverend Theodore Morris cannot leave 
his other parishes oftener, yet we hope God, in his providence, 
will so order it, that we may at last be oftener attended ; 
there are many ready to join in our communion, and have 
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notliing to Dbject to it, but our having service so seldom by a 
minister. Wo greatly rejoice that we are assisted in learning 
to know ■which is the true Church of Christ, and the manner 
how we ought worship. But with melancholy hearts we crave 
yonr Lordship's patience, while wo recite that divers of us 
have been impiisoned, and onr goods from year to year dis- 
trained from ua for taxes, levied for the building and sup- 
porting meeting-houses ; and divers actions m-e now de- 
pending in our courts of law in tho like cases. And when we 
have petitioned our governor for redress, notifying to him 
the repugnance of such actions to the laws England, he hath 
proved a strong opponent to us ; but when tlie other party hath 
applied to him for advice how to proceed against us, he hath 
lately given his sentence " to enlarge the goal and fill it with 
them," (that is, tlio Church.) But we supplicate botli God 
and man that onr persecutors may not always prevail 
against us. 

And now, that God may bless your Lordship, and the 
charitable endeavours of the honourable Society, and enable 
them to send more labourers to a harvest truly plentiful, is 
the sincere prayer of 

Yonr Lordship's 

Most dutiful and obedient servants, 

Thomas Ives, ) ^i ? j 

jNokth Ingham, j 

EnENEziiB Wainwbioht, 

Shadeack Skagab, 

JoH:^T Bkllamt, 

TUOMAS DEWLrrTLI^ 

"Waitstill Abinathee, 
Aakon TL"ni.E, 
PniNEAS Ives, 
Matthew Bp-llamy, 
Eeenezer Blakeslee, 
Enos Smith, 
John JIkki', 
Thomas "Williams, 

; FiSHEK. 
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{Iji'Mitantaiif N^-Londsn, to ihe Seerdory.l 

April nth, 1730. 

Eeverend Sir, 

We, the Tioderwritten inhabitants of New-London, Groton, 
aad other places adjacent, having once and again petitioned 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts for a missionary, beg leave, hy you, to renew that, our 
most earnest reciueat. 

Wq have, at a very great expense, erected ns a Church, 
■which (unless when Mr. MeSparran visits ns) continues shut 
up, to the derision of its enemies, hwt to our great grief and 
discomfort, with this only abatement, that it stands a monu- 
ment and witness for us, how earnestly we desire tlie blessing 
w© now pray for. 

Mr. Samuel Seabury, a gentleman born and bred in this 
coontry, goes home recommended to tlie notice of the Bishop 
of London and the Society, by the clergy here ; therefore, he 
may be sure of a welcome reception in what vacancy soever 
he is sent to fill in New-England, where he is known, so we 
beg (with all the importunity, the utmost necessity, and most 
earnest desire of a Gospel minister among us is able to in- 
spire) our destitute condition maycome in remembrance at the 
Board, when that gentleman applies for a mission. 
"We are, Eeverend Sir, &e. 



[Fen. Mr. JoMsan la the SecrdarS-] 

Stra/ford, Mw-Mt^land, May 6th, 17S0. 

Reverend Sir, 

This comes to the honourable Board by Mr. Samuel Seabury, 
■who has been educated and graduated in the colleges in this 
country, and has led a sober, virtuous and studious life, and 
now heartily embraces the principles of the Chitrch of Eng- 
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land, and is eincerely well affected to the present govern- 
ment, and desirous to devote himself to the service of the 
honourable Society ; and, I doubt not, but if they shall see 
cause to employ him, they will find him faithful in tlie dis- 
charge of his duty wherever they shall please to send him. 
There are several places here, in New-England, tiiat much 
need to he supplied, particularly Providence, Westerly and 
New-London, in either of which he is well known, and will 
be very aceeptablc 

I have visited several places in the government, since my 
last, and find a gi-owing disposition toward the Church, 
particularly at Greenwich, where the Eev'di Mi. Canes hath 
laboured with good eueecss ; and there eeems to he a good 
prospect tliat the whole parish, which never have Lad any 
minister of any denomination settled among thcrni there, will 
come into the Church. 

ifothing remartahle has happened in my parish since my 
last ; one family has been added to our number, and one, like- 
wise, has removed from us into New- York govemment. I 
have reason to fear that my last letter, of November ISth, 
miscarried, and therefore I have set down my Notitia Paro- 
chialis. 

1st. No. of inhabitants in this town, 270 

Families of which belong to the Church, 53 

Beside those that belong to the neighbouring vil- 
lages. 

2d. No. of the baptised since the mission here, 250 

Of which, tliis year, wore baptised, 20 

Of which one only was adult. 
3d. No. of communicants here in the neighbourhood,. 89 

Of which were admitted this year, 9 

4Jh. No. of professors of the Church, about 200 

Peside many in the neighbouring towns. 
5th. No. of heathens xmeertain, because of their iro- 
^uent changing their habitations. 

I am, Keverend Sir, &c., 

Samuel Johnson. 
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»r>. Mr. Mcf^arr-aK to the Sftrsiary.1 

Narraganmtt, May 20, ITSO. 



Eev. Sir, 

Mr. Samuel Seabury, at wlioso liands you will receive tliis, 
was educated at the seminaries of learning here, and did, for 
some time, preach to the Dissenters, by whom he is well re- 
ported of for a virtuous conversation. He has, forsome time 
past, conformed to our Church, and, manifesting a desire of 
going upon the Society's miseion, I thought it became me to 
encourage a person of his merit by recommending him to the 
Society's notice. The place of bis birth and most intimate 
acquaintance is Groton, in the neighbourhood of New-London, 
which I thought proper to observe, in hopes that it might 
prove an inducement to determine his mission to that place, 
where a minister is exceedingly wanted. Your letter of the 
,19th November last came too late to my hands to be com- 
municated to the gentlemen of New-London in time to have 
their answers transmitted by this conveyance. I am but a 
few days returned from that place, where I preached, and 
saw them renew an address for a minister ; but shall do my 
endeavours, wlien I go again, (if not before,) to bring them 
together, in order more fully to answer the Society's expec- 
tations. In the mean time I beg leave to observe, that be- 
side the forty odd pounds they have subscribed, there will 
arise upon these subscribera a ministerial rate, due to the 
established Presbyterian minister, of at least twenty pounds 
per aUSium, but which, by a particular act of the Colony of 
Connecticut, is transferred upon the Episcopal minister, 
where one resides, which quota of sixty pounds is triple the 
sum their neighbours pay, and is in a much ^eater dispro- 
portion to what is paid by the members of the Church of 
England in this government, (numbers and abilities con- 
sidered.) 

I thank G-od my Church thrives, and those that attend the 
established worship are, with a few exceptions, persons of good 
conversation. But I cannot give a better instance of the Bue- 
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cess God has given me, than to take notice to the Society 
that, 6iiice my incumbency, I have baptised one hundred and 
seventy-six persons, whereof sixty are adults, and that the 
eommunicants are still increasing. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, &c., 

James McSpaeran. 



[Sen. Mr. Caner to ike Stcrciary.] 

Fairfield, New-England. S^t. ISth, 1730. 
Sir, 

In my last letter, dated on Easter Monday, I laid before 
the honourable Society my own as well as my people's hea^ 
ty thanks for their care and bounty relating to the increase 
of my salary. The churchwardens and vestry, I there in- 
formed the honourahle Society, desired some time to try the 
purses as well as the readiness of the people to advance tlie 
sum expected of them. Their accounts tliey have now brought 
in, and do find the utmost wilHngness in the people to com- 
ply with any proposals consistent with their abilities, which 
the churchwardens find to be very slender, and not answera- 
ble to the honourable Society's expectation from them. 

The truth is, there doth appear in the people a great for- 
wardness to hearken to instruction, and they seem really 
willing to contribute the utmost they are able to the support 
of those means whereby they receive it. But the number of 
those who have actually reconciled themselves to our consti- 
tution is yet hut small ; there are greater numbers come to 
tiB as Nieodemus to our blessed Saviour, and whom, there- 
fore, the others are not willing to discourage, by represent- 
ing tiie great difficulties that will ensue upon their joining 
with us, hut are rather willing to bear a greater burdenthem- 
gelves than fright them hack by severe proposals. 

The utmost they do declare themselves able to raise, is fif- 
teen pounds sterling per annum ; though, to balance this, they 
have set on foot a design which I am confident in some years 
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will enable them to maintain a missionary themselves. It ia 
this, that every professor do, in his will, make over a certain 
snm (what he sees fit) to the support of this particular Church, 
to be paid at liis decease, which sum being secured, the 
churchwardens have power to use the interest of it to any 
purposes the Church shall think fit to order. There have 
deceased two members of our Church since tliis design hath 
been laid, each of which hath left one hundred pounds to the 
advancement of it, and two others, supposed at the point of 
death, have ordered, the one an hundred, and the other fifty 
pounds, in tlieir wills, thougli both of them arc since re- 
recovered. 

Now, I presume it is easy to see that this thing, having 
due encouragement, will, in the compass of some years, en- 
able them to maintain tlieir own ministers, and do therefore 
declare that they will, from time to time, as they prove able, 
give notice of it to the honourable Society, that the salary 
which may be now afforded, may gradually he transferred to 
others wiio may then bo in their present circumstances ; tliat 
is, unable to help themselves. 

The particular state of my parish the honourable Society 
win best be informed of from my WotitiaParoohialis, herein 
enclosed, from which the honourable Society will, I hope, see 
encouragement sufficient to induce them to continue, if not 
add, farther favours to my people. I believe, in our present 
circumstances, they could not be more acceptable to them 
and tlie honourable Society's most dutiful and obedient ser- 
vant, as well as, Sir, &c., 

Henet Casee. 

NOTITIA PAKOCraALIS. 

1. Numberof inhabitants, upwards of 8,000. 2. Number of 
baptised, about 7,140. 3. Number baptised by me this half 
year, 30; adults 10— blacks 2, Indian 1, whites 7; infants 20 — 
whites 18, Indians 2. 4, Number of actual communicants of 
the Church of England, 65. 5. Number of those who profess 
themselves of the Church of England, about 500 in all the 
parishes. 6. Number of heathens and infidels, about 40. 
7. Number of converts from a profane life, 4. 
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lEsB. Mr. Johnson io the Sea-eiar^.] 



Siratford, in Connecticut, October 25th, 1730. 
Reverend Sir, 

I have but little to write in respect to my charge since my 
last, thongh I think my Church is more frequented by Dis- 
senters, who, many of them, come once in a while to Church, 
yet I cannot say there have been any throughly reclaimed 
within this half year ; however, a good temper toward the 
Chtirch still very sensibly increases, and upon Connecticut 
Eiver they are contriving to build a Church. One thing Ihave 
particularly to rejoice in, and that is, that I have a very con. 
siderable influence in the College in my neighbourhood ; and 
that a love to the Church gains ground greatly in it. Several 
young men that are graduates, and some young ministers, I 
have prevailed with to read and consider the matter so far, 
tliat they are very uneasy out of the communion of the 
Church, and some seem much disposed to come into her ser- 
vice ; and those that are best affected to the Church are the 
brightest and most studious of any that ai'e educated in the 
country. 

Many poor people complain of the want of Prayer- 
Booka and Expositions of the Church Catechism ; I should, 
therefore, be very thanl^ful if the honourable Society would 
be pleased to order a few of them to be sent to me, and if, 
with them, I had a few Ostervald's Catechisms and Whole 
Duties of Man, I could make them very useful. I desire 
that if any Prayer-Books are sent, that they may have Tate 
and Brady's Psalms bonnd up with them ; they only are used 
among us. 

I am, Reverend Sir, &c., 

Samuei, Johnsoh. 
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[Se^. Mr. Johneoji to We Sscreiary.— Extract.'] 

Stratford, M June, 1731. 

Reverend Sir, 

Since my last there has happened an imfortnnate alterar 
tion in my parish, by the loss of a wortliy parishioner, Mr. 
Loring, who was the most eonsiderahle person of any influ- 
ence we had among us ; the most ahie and flie most forward 
in promoting the interests of the Church, and always at the 
head of every good design ; for want of whom, I doubt the 
Church here wiil greatly suffer and languish, for his example 
and influence had the greatest hand in its advancement, the 
rest being generally poor tradesmen, and, consequently, apt 
to be despised and dispirited. 

However, I have had one or two new converts, and espe- 
cially one, from a loose irregular way of living, to a life of 
virtue and industry ; and our Church is not less, if any thing, 
more frequented, and, in the villages, it remains much as it 
wa«. 

New-London I think well provided for in Mr. Seabnry, 
and I hope the Church will floarish in that town. I have 
laboured much to promote the Church at ■Westerly Is arragan- 
eett, as I have occasionally passed that way ; but for the want 
of a resident minister, I doubt, through the mnltitude of 
sectaries that abound in those parts, and a prevailing spirit 
of irreligion and profaneness, the Church's interest will de- 
cay among them, where the means of religion, of any sort, 
are eo much wanted, that they are truly the objects of the 
greatest compassion. 

I have visited Brook-Haven, on Long Island, since the 
departure of Mr. Campbell, and find them almost sinking 
under the wounds they have received by the frequent changes 
of ministers, and the non-good conduct of some that have 
been among them. However, I preached to a considerable 
congregation, and afterwards called their vestry together, 
who desired me to express their humblest gratitude to the 
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honourable Society, that they liare been allowed an interest 
in their charity, and earnestly desire that it may be continued, 
and that they may be still reckoned among the Society's de- 
pendents. But, for fear of being disappointed, as they were 
before of Mr. Dwigbt, they humbly desire the Society not 
to send them another missionary till they shall find some 
young gentleman to send from these parts, whom tliey have 
known befoje and lie them, that they may have a future 
prospect of mntual liking, and so not bo under any tempta- 
tion of parting again suddenly, as the ease has been. 

Tbey desire me to look out a young man to reside awhile 
among thein. I mentioned a virtuous and discreet young 
man and of good abilities, whose name is Brown, (brother to 
that excellent person who went homo for orders with Dr. 
Cutler and myself, and died of the small-pox,) who has ever 
since been steadily following his learning under my direc- 
tion, and has already taken one degree in the College, and is 
within about a year and a half of age for orders. They were 
desirous I would send him to them upon probation, to read 
prayers and sermons and catechise their youth, and he is ac- 
cordingly gone among them, and, I believe, will be very ac- 
ceptable to them ; they promised to subscribe toward his 
support, and purpose, if he and they shall be on both sides 
suited, to recommend him to the honourable Society, and beg 
he may be their missionary. 

In the mean time, they would be very humbly thankful to 
the honourable Society, if he may be allowed £10 or £15 
toward his better 'support, or, at least, some assistance to 
defray his expenses when he shall go home for orders, for he 
has laid out almost all his estate upon his education. 
I am, Iteverend Sir, &c,, 

Samtel Johnsoh. 
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[^iJ. Mr. Johnson to the Skhop <^ Londcm.'] 

Stratford, in New-Engla/nd, June lith, 1731. 

Kay it please your Lordship, 

Ky Lord, there are two things -which have occasioned some 
dispute among the clergy and people in these parts, about 
which I humbly presume to beg your Lordship's directions. 
One is relating to the exhortation after baptism to the god- 
fathers to bring the child to iho Bishop to be confirmed. 
Some wholly omit this exhortation, because it is impractica- 
ble ; otliers insert the words, (if there be opportunity,) beeanse 
our adversaries object to it as a mere jest, to order the god- 
fathers to bring the child to the Bishop, when there is none 
within a thousand leagues of us, which is a reproach that we 
cannot answer. 

The other dispute is about employing young scholars, 
that are candidates for the ministry, in villages and desti- 
tute places, in reading sermons and prayers, (omitting every- 
thing that is proper to the priest's office.) This, I own, 
is what I and some others have earnestly recommended as 
excusable, by reason of the necessities of the country, and 
have, in several instances, found it highly useful in keeping 
up a sense of religion, and propagating it, when resident 
ministers cannot be had ; and though I have always let the 
honourable Society know of my proceedings herein, they 
have never intimated the least disapprobation of tliis method, 
but, on the other hand, have practically approved of it, in re- 
ceiving once and again those who have been so employed. 
Notwithstanding this, there are some of our brethren who, 
with great zeal and importunity, cry out against this practice 
as a betraying of the Church, and giving up the necessity of 
ordination, &c., to tlie great mortification of those poor desti- 
tute people who have no other way of keeping up the wor- 
ship of God among them. 
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My Lord, I humbly submit to your Lordsliip's eorreetion, 
if ill this or any other instance my conduct has been faulty, 
and earnestly beg your direction and benediction, who am, 
with the greatest yeneration, 
May it please your Lordship, your Lordship's 

Humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



Nevi'Englmid, March 20tA, 1732. 

May it please the honourable Society, 

We, the BubBcribere, members of the Church of England, 
in Keading and Kewtown, -within the County of Pairfield 
and Colony of Connecticut, in I^ew-England, being under very 
great difficulty to come at the worship of God according to 
that excellent establishment, by reason of our distance from 
the honourable Society's missionaries, the Kev. Mr. Johnson 
and Mr. Caner, which is about twenty miles, and being in- 
deed, some of us, at a great distance from any publick wor- 
ship at all, whereby not only we ourselves, but our poor 
children, also extremely suifer, and are like to bo trained up 
in very great ignorance of the knowledge of tlie Gospel, do 
beg leave to lay this our calamitous state before your vener- 
able hoard, and become very humble petitioners for a share 
in that charity which is conspicuous even in this dark corner 
of the earth. 

To this M'e are the rather encouraged by a favourable letter 
to some of onr number from the honourable Society, obtained 
about two years after tho Bev. Mr. Johnson's first coming 
among us, wherein the honourable Society were pleased to 
offer us a missionary upon certain conditions, which, at that 
time, we were not able to come upon, by reason of the settle- 
ment of the bearer hereof, Mr. John Beach, a gentleman, at 
that time, of a different persuasion ; but now, more and fur- 
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ther cnconraged hj the said gentleman's being reconciled to 
the established Church of England, especially in that being 
now bound home to receive holy orders from tlie Lord Bishop 
of London, he is willing to return to this place of his former 
settlement and abode, if his Lordship and the honourable 
Society shall think proper. 

The good opinion that persona of all persuasions have of 
him here, where he has been known for several years past, 
and accounted a gentleman of a remarkable sober and regu- 
lar conduct, and of learning and good ability to discharge the 
ministerial office, gives ns reason to promise ourselves a great 
deal of happiness and comfort from his future ministration, 
if the honourable Society shall think fit to return him to ue. 

Though we are poor, the nnavoidable consequence of set- 
tling an uncultivated country, and so cannot possibly, with- 
out assistance, provide a suitable Bupport for the abovesaid 
gentleman, yet what we arc able we are very ready to en- 
gage, and have affixed to our respective names underwritten ; 
and we do humbly hope and pray that the honourable Socie- 
ty, out of their great charity, will supply wherein we are 
wanting towards the said gentleman's support; as we flatter 
ourselves with hopes of success in this affair from the former 
goodness and great charity of your venerable board, so we 
would humbly hope that the consideration of several towns 
lying about us, at a distance of about seven miles, as Dan- 
bury, Ridgefield, Woodbury and New-Milford, and numbers 
of Indians, would be of some further inducement toward some 
suitable relief to our truly deplorable state ; for, indeed, we 
are not so selfish as to expect Mr. Beach's service should bo 
wholly confined to ourselves, but that he may be capable of 
propagating Christian knowledge in those other towns like- 
wise. 

Thus, the Keverend Mr. Johnson and Mr. Caner, though 
settled at Stratford and Fairfield, have been and are still very 
ready to assist us, so far as is consistent with the distance 
between them and ourselves, for whose service, as flowing 
from the Society's charity, we are truly thankful, wishing 
withal there may never be wanting pious men in these parts 
to promote the Church's interest. 
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Fearing we liave been already too tedious, wo only add 
our hearty and fervent prayers to Almighty God for bucccbb 
in your truly charitable designs to the eonia of men. 
We are, &q., &c., 

Lemcel Mohbhouse and others. 



[Ssv. 3fr. Johnson to the Bishop of London.] 

Stratford, in Nevi- England, 

April 5th, 1782. 
My Lord, 

I liumbly tnank your Lordship for your kind letter of 
September SOtli, and am, as to myself, perfectly well satisfied 
with the answers you give to the difficulties! presumed to lay 
before yon. Only, I imagined thoro might be some differ- 
ence between the ease of those who are immediately under 
an establishment, as it is in England, and those who are situ- 
ated, as we are here, where the attorney and Bolicitor-general 
have declared there is no establishment of religion at-all, 
and, therefore, not even of the Ciiurch of England, and, con- 
sequently, the obligations to an exact conformity seem not 
altogether the same as there. I write not this, my Lord, on 
my own account, aa though I desired the least abatement of 
any thing established in England; I lieartily wish to God 
every thing established there was admitted and established 
here, nor did I ever vary from the establishment in the least 
instance, unless where there was an evident necessity for it ; 
but my solicitous concern for the weal of my dear country 
makes me willing, if it eonld consist with my duty to the 
best of Churches, and be indulged by the authority to whom 
I owe subjection, to abate, in some circumstantial matters, of 
what is wisely established at home, that I might have less 
occasion to spend my time and pains and pleading, and with 
so little success, because of things confessedly in their own 
nature indifferent and circumstantial, which I would much 
rather, and could, with greater success, devote to the advan- 
cing of the great essentials and vitals of religion, for which it 



•d by Google 



152 CSUBCH DOCUMENTS. 

Beema as if tliere would be the more occasion, inasmuch as 
(besides many other gross errors) the pernicious books and 
notions, -which your Lordship found it eo necessary to guard 
your Diocese against, are coming in upon the plantations like 
a. flood, and ■will I [fear] take the more effect, by how much 
the less there ia of the face of an establishment among us, or 
of Bishops to preside over us. And, indeed, I doubt, unless 
the Church be beforehand with them, these things, together 
with their wretched broken condition in the way they are at 
present in, will, 'ere long, induce those of the Congregational 
and Presbyterian persuasion to endeavour (and they may 
possibly succeed) to get themselves formed into an establisk- 
ment, after the manner as it is in Scotland, These consider- 
ations, my Lord, induced me, upon a conversation with, and 
even at the desire of several ingenious men among the Dis- 
senters in these parts, to draw up the enclosed proposals, 
which I humbly submit, with an entire resignation to yonr 
Lordship's wisdom, and which I hope, of your wonted good- 
ness, you will pardon, and impute the vanity of my presump- 
tion to an earnest desire, if I could, to be doing something 
wherein I might be some way serviceable to my poor, con- 
fused and divided country. Hy Lord, as the Church here has 
been very unfortunate in the defeat of tlie noble design of 
the Eeverend the Dean of Londonderry, which, especially, if 
it had been executed on the Continent, would have been of 
vast advantage to the interest of religion and learning in 
America, so it has, on the other hand, been happy since in the 
conversion, (besides a number of other good people,) of the 
worthy persons who have all had a publick education in the 
neighbouring College, and two of them have been dissenting 
teachers ; two of them will go into other business, and one of 
them is Mr. Beach, the bearer hereof, whom I know, by long 
experience of him, (he having been heretofore my pupil, and 
ever since my neighbour,) to be a very ingenuous and studi- 
0U9 person, and a truly serious and conscientious Christian ; 
but I forbear to say any thing further of his case, and refer 
yoiir Lordship to our joint recommendation of him, 
And remain, &c., &c., 

Samuel Johnson. 
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proposals Telatmg to some method for ihs more successful 
reformatio-n. and prc^agation of religion in America, 
humbly svhmiited to the Bight Eeverend the Lord Bishop 
of London. 

(1.) Inasmuch as the Attorney and SoIicitor-G-eneral have 
declared that there is no establishment of religion in these 
countries, it is hnmbly Buggested whether some practicable 
method might not be devised and carried into execution for 
the establishment of religion in these English Dominions. 
(2.) For seeing there are many parts of the English planta- 
tions that are in a manner destitute of any publick instruc- 
tion at all, and -where they are (generally, but yery poorly) 
provided with teachers in the Independent or Congregational 
way, they are, according to the natural tendency of those 
opinions, miserably broken to pieces with divisions and con- 
tentions among themselves, ineomuch, that they seem has- 
tening on a-pace toward an utter dissolution, and some very 
corrupt doctrines are propagated without Control, so that 
most people of sense and consideration among them are even 
sick and weary of their present situation, and long to come 
into some more effectual method for promoting the ends of 
government, religion, peace and order ; it is therefore thought 
Tery likely that some establishment, even under an Episcopal 
form of government, would, in a little time, be generally 
submitted to. And yet, {3.) it will perhaps be impossible to 
procure a general reconciliation, especially among the popu- 
lace, to all the ceremonies and constitutions of our Church, 
and much time and pains spent in pleading about them 
might be employed, and with better success, in promoting 
the great essentials and vitals of religion ; it is, thci'efore, 
humbly submitted, whether it would be necessary or expe- 
dient to insist or be much intent upon the external and con- 
fessedly circumstantial matters, if any establishment were to 
be promoted ; for, {4.) as the truly excellent rules which our 
most venerable reformers proposed to themselves, carried 
them into such a method of publick worship and discipline 
as is happily established in England, as being in the best 
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manner suited to the timea and cireiimstancee, that there had 
been, -were and are, bo it is with the humblest deference sug- 
gested, whether considering the vastly different circumstances 
of these places and times, the 6ame rules would not lead to 
methods in several things differing as to circumstantial mat- 
ters, if the reformation and propagation of religion were to 
be carried into an establishment in these countries ? And, 
therefore, (5.) might there not be projected some such a com- 
prehension suited to these countries, as was endeavoured by 
many in England in King Wilhain'a time; according to 
■which, many things as they now stand might be enjoined, 
viz., such as are of the greatest importance in themselves, 
and will be the most easily admitted, and some things a little 
altered to suit the present circumstances, and other things, 
which are of less importance and most objected against, only 
recommended? And (6.) lastly, is it impossible for' the 
English Dominions in America to be provided for with one 
or two Bishops, and those subject to the Lord Bishop of 
London as Archbishop of the Plantations abroad; and is 
there no way to provide revenues, (though they were but 
small,) compared with those in England ? "Would not ^00 or 
£500 sterling per annum a-piece, or, rather than fail, £300, 
enable them, in some good measure, to answer the ends of 
their sacred functions ; and is it impossible that such a pro- 
vision might be made without breaking in upon the interest 
of the governors and governments as they now stand? 
Though, indeed, it would be much happier for the Church, 
especially unless we had a Bishop, if the charters were 
taken away ; and most people begin to think, since they have 
got into such a wretched, mobbish way of management, that 
it would be best for the people themselves. 

If some SLicii things as these could be accomplished, as the 
present situation of things hero renders it now a very suita- 
ble juncture for something to be done, so it would be a truly 
great charity to the souls of men, and it is hard indeed if we 
must forever despair of such ha] 
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IBkv.Mr. Omiir to iJie Sed^tary.—Friract.] 

Fairfidd, New-England, Sept. lUh, 1733. 
Sir, 

I hope it -will be some sfttisfaction to the honourablo Socie- 
ty to be informed that the spirit and temper of the people, 
formerly bo hot against us, very much abates, and that they 
begin to treat us in a much more friendly manner than they 
were -wont ; this good disposition, I hope, by God'a assist- 
ance, to cultivate and improve to beneficial effects. I have 
the half year past baptised ten infants- and one adult, and re- 
ceived seven new communicants, the whole number of which 
is now seventy-eight. Tlie state of ray Church in general is 
indeed much more promising than in time past ; some difE- 
culties, it is true, we still labour under, but which time and 
industry will in great measure remove. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, &c., 

II. Canek, 



[SsB. Mr. Jshneoa tt> ilve BUh'ip of Zoniore.] 



* New- England, 

Decemher lOiA, 1733. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship remembers that, in the year 1725, upon »■ 
representation made by tlie ministers of the Church in Bos- 
ton, of a design then on foot in that government of a council 
of their ministers, to meet by appointment of tlje General As- 
sembly there, the Lords Justices were pleased, in a letter to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of that colony, to express their dis- 
approbation of any such proceedings, as implying an inva- 
sion of his Majesty's prerogative, and ordered him to forbid 
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any Biich eooneil of ministers to meet, and declare that it is 
not lawful for the clergy to meet as in a Synod, without au- 
thority from his Majesty. Now, my Lord, liow far the case 
of this government differs from that, your Lordship will 
jndge ; but I presumed you would not take it ill of mo if I 
shonld lay before your Lordship any case of that nature that 
should occur here, and humbly submit it to your Lordship, 
whether it should deserve your notice ; and I am desired by 
several even of the dissenting ministers here to submit the 
vote and order of the Assembly, enclosed to your Lordship's 



I humbly thank your Lordship for your interest with the 
honourable Society for settling a school in tliis place, and 
likewise in behalf of Mr, Pierson and Mr. Brown, who are 
returned back to their native country, full of a grateful sense 
of your Lordship's and the Society's goodness to them ; and, 
I doubt not but they will be very useful in promoting the 
ends of the Society in the places for which they are ap- 
pointed. 

I beg leave, also, to inform your Lordship, that the grow- 
ing confusion among the Dissenters in fliese parts very much 
tends, among other means, to put thinking and serious persons 
upon coming over to tiie Church. Among others there are 
two OS three very worthy young ministers in this colony 
who, I have reason to beheve, from no other reason than the 
love of truth and order, and a sense of duty, will, in a little 
time, declare for us, and two of them especially have hopes 
that the most of their congregations will conform with them. 
One of them is one Mr. Arnold, who succeeded me at West- 
Haven, near the College, where I preach onco a quarter.. 

If they can't be admitted to the Society's service in holy 
orders, which they would earnestly desire, they will do what 
good they can in a lay capacity; hut as they would bo glad 
to be employed by tlie Society, if it be practicable to have 
new missions, so I have written to the Secretary to know 
whether any encouragement could be had for them to j 



over vrith such a v; 
pressing occasions 
missions and missi 



Indeed, there are daily growing and 
many parts of these plantations for new 
ionarios, and I wish to God the Society's 



•d by Google 



COHHEOTICTIT — 1733. 157 



abilities to provide for them, migbt increaBe in proportion as 
they do. 

I am, may it please your Lordship, your Lordship's most 
obedient, most dutiful son and servant, 

Sascuei- Johnson. 



(Ki Clergy of Conn^ieutloike Biihop of lanion,.^ 

Fairfield, in Connecticut, 

March lUh, 1733-4. 

Hay it please your Lordship, 

It is -with great pleasure that we see the success of our la- 
bours in tlie frequent conversions of dissenting teachers in 
this country, and the good disposition toward tlie excellent 
constitution of our Church, growing up among the people 
wherever the honourable Society have established their mis- 
sions. Sundry other of tlieir teachers are likely to appear 
for the Church, and two very honest and ingenuous men Lave 
declared themselves this winter, one of which is Mr. Ebenezer 
Punderson, the bearer hereof, who being bound to England 
with design to apply himself to your Lordship and the hon- 
ourable Society for holy orders and a mission, we humbly 
beg leave to lay before your Lordship our recommendation 
of this worthy gentleman. He has been for above four years 
a settled "minister in the dissenting way to a parish near 
New-London, called New-Groton; and as he haa a good 
prospect that a considerable number of that parish will con- 
form to the Church with him, he has a solicitous desire to 
return back in holy orders to that people with whom he has 
80 long dwelt, and among whom he is greatly respected. 

As to the circumstances of his people, onr distance from 
them renders us incapable of saying any thing further of 
them ; but as to the gendeman himself, wo have well known 
him for at least seven years, are able, with truth, to assure 
your Lordship, that he has always been remarked for a per- 
son of good parts, earnestly incLuieitive after truth, and inde- 
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fatigably studious in the pursuit of it ; tliat he liaa read many 
of the best of oor EogHsli divines ; and has made as great a 
proficiency in learning as can he expected from liia age and 
eirenmstancee, and that lie has ever been esteemed a sober, 
virtuous and devout person, and remarkable for his contempt 
of the world ; and we are persuaded that it is from a serious 
and impartial examination of things, and the sincere love of 
truth and sense of duty, that he lias declared himself for our 
excellent Church and come over to our communion ; and he 
is sincerely well affected to the present government ; we hum- 
bly, therefore, beseech your Lordship he may be admitted to 
holy orders, and added to the number of our bretliren, and 
remain, 

May it please your Lordship, 

Tour Lordship's servants, 

Samuel Johnsok, 
J. "Wetmoee, 
H. Canbk, 

IsAAO BeOWNB. 



ITew-Lmden, March Z(>th, 1734. 

Eeverend Sir, 

These wait upon the honourable Society by the hands of 
Mr. Ebcnezer Punderson, who comes to make his application 
to my Lord Bishop of London and tiie Society for Propaga^ 
tion of the Gospel in foreign parte, for orders and a mission. 
He hath been educated in Yale College, Connecticut, where 
I had a particular acquaintance with him, and where lie al- 
ways had the character of a sober person. About five years 
ago he was called to preach in the Presbyterian or Indepen- 
dent way, at Groton, near Kew-London, where he soon re- 
ceived ordination ; but falHng under doubts and scruple 
concerning their power of ordination and method of Church 
t^jvernment, and, at the same time, aecLuainting liimself 
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with the Church of England, lie foimd himself ohliged, upon 
true and regular couviction, to embrace her communion, and 
thereupon he laid down hia ministry in which he was settled 
to good advantage ; but a considerable number of the people 
of that place being also convinced of the reasonableness and 
necessity of Church Communion, and having strong affection 
for the person of Mr. Punderson, on account of his abilities 
and pious, exemplary life, have been very solicitous with likn 
to make his application to the honourable Society for Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in foreign parts for a mission to that 
place. In testimony of which, they have signed a desire or 
petition to the honourable Society, with the promise of con- 
tributing a certain sum considerably to his support and 
maintenance, and it is most probable that many more will 
conform to the Church of England upon better knowledge of 
it and aeq^uaintance with it. 



[jBea. iff. Beach to the Secretary.] 

I^ewtoton, in Connecticut, 

August Ith, 1735. 

Keverend Sir, 

I think it my auty to acquaint the venerable Society with 
the present state of my parish, altliough the alteration since 
my last liaa not been very considerable. I have baptised 
twenty-nine children and admitted twenty-five persona more 
to the communion, eo that the number of our communion 
now at Kewtown, Heading, and the places adjacent, is ninety- 
five. I preach frequently and administer the Sacrament at 
Eidgefield, being about eighteen miles distance from the 
place where I dwell, where tliere are about fourteen or eigh- 
teen families of very serious and religious people, who have 
a just esteem of the Church of England, and are very de- 
fiiious to have the opportunity of worshipping God in that 
way I have constantly preached, o^e Sunday at Newtown, 
and the other at P^a^iing ; ar.d afrcr I have preaclied at Read- 
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ing in tlie day-time, I perform divine eerriee and preach at 
]N"ewtown in the evening ; and althongh I have not that suc- 
cess I could wish for, yet I do, and hope I always elmll, 
faithfully endeavour (aa far as my poor ability will allow) to 
promote that good wort, that the venerable Society sent and 
maintained me for. 

I am, Eeveread Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

John Beach. 



[5er. Mr. Heohury to Die Stcrdary.-] 

New-London^ August 23t7, 1T35. 
Reverend Sir, 

By tliis opportunity, for whicli I have long waited, (other- 
wise my accounts of the year past would have come much 
earlier.) I have the satisfaction of informing the honourable 
Society that my congregation inereaseth ; that there are one 
hundred people commonly attending divine service in the 
summer season, which is double the number that attended 
constantly at mj first coming ; that I have had seven new 
communicants, and baptised thirteen infants the year past ■ 
and beside my attendance of the Church at New-London, I 
have always, from the beginning of my mission, preached at 
Norwich, a town about fourteen miles from New-London, 
three times a year, until it was put under the care of the 
Eev. Mr. Punderson ; and sundry times have preached lec- 
tures at North Groton ; and during the absence of the Eev. 
Mr. Punderson, in his voyage to England for orders and a 
mission, I preached there once a month on Sundays, by con- 
sent of the Church at New-London, and in this instant, Au- 
gust, I preached at Windham, a place about twenty-six miles 
from New-London, to a congregation of eighty people, of 
whom some stayed sundry hours with me after sermon was 
over, and were desirous to be informed concerning the Church 
of England ; and upon my conversing with them they con- 
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fessed that the Church had been sadly mierepresented, and 
that they should have a more favourable opinion of it for the 
future, and desired that I would oome again ; and in justice 
to the members of the Church of England, in New-London, 
I ain obliged to observe that they treat me with great respect 
and affection, and are Tery just in paying me the value ot 
their promised subscriptions, which I receive by way of con- 
tribution every Sunday after evening service, and I must 
own further, that the dissenting party also are very civil and 
obliging to me. 

But though the Church at New-London hath increased, 
yet it hath met with great losses and disadvantages, of which 
the honourable Society will be sensible when I assure them 
that there is not one man of any considerable estate or cir- 
cumstances remaining in the Church at New-London, who 
first requested the Society for a minister. The worthy Mr. 
Stackniaple, who laboured with abundance of zeal, and freely 
contributed his estate to the erecting of the Church, is since 
dead ; ho was a gentleman of great charity and virtue, and 
was the collector of his Majesty's customs in this colony. 
The honourable Major Merritt, who hath subscribed £50 
toward the building of the Church, is since dead. The hon- 
ourable Major Pryor, who gave ^100 to the building of the 
Church, is since removed, and of the common people, who 
were the first petitioners to the Society, Mr. Jarrard Peel, 
Mr. Daniel Aplcy, Mr. Samuel Fairbank, arc dead ; and Mr. 
Tliomas Mnmford, Mr. James Packer, Mr. Giles Goddard, 
Mr. Thomas Eldridge, Mr. Joseph Latham, who are all men 
of good estates, dwelling in South Groton, are put into the 
Eev. Mr. Punderson's parish in North Groton, though they 
ever looked on themselves to belong to the Church at New- 
London, as is evident from there being three of them always 
chosen of the vestry of New-London; and tiiey have always 
been at equal charges with those living at New-London 
Church, and not at North Groton, and are much nearer to 
Church at Kew-London, South Groton being parted from 
New-London only by a river half a mile wide ; and the hon- 
ourable Society, I humbly conceive, were moved to place 
South Groton in Mr, Punderson's mission at his request and 
11 
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ation of the case only, for the people never rccLuested 
it nor expected it, and still attend oftenest at the Church at 
New-London. 

But notwithstanding these losses and disadvantages, the 
Church at Kew-London grows, and I trust will grow and in- 
crease, by the hlessing of Divine Providence and the coun- 
tenance and charity of your honourable Corporation. And 
I can assure the honourable Society, that my utmost diligence 
is employed in their service, and that I shall always embrace 
every opportunity of enlarging the influence of their exten- 
sive Church. 

I am. Reverend Sir, 
Yours and the honourable Society's 

Most obedient and most humble servant, 

Sam'l Seabuky. 



[Sen. Mr. Sfohicry ta tin Seefeiarj/,] 

Jfew-Zondon, in Hfew-England, 

Augmt llih, 1736. 

Reverend Sir, 

You will receive the trouble of this to acquaint the hon- 
ourable Society of my success in promoting their designs, 
which hatli been sometlnng remarkable at Hebron, an in- 
land town in this colony, about thirty miles distance from 
New-London, Some of the inhabitants of that place, about 
the 20th of January last, desired me to preach among them, 
which I did to a numerous congregation, who attended the 
service of the common prayers with great seriousness ; and 
when, the service was concluded, there stayed of the company 
about thirty or forty persons, inquiring concerning the 
Church of England, and proposing the vulgar objections 
against it, beside many others which were raised entirely 
from falsehoods, and had no shadow of truth to support 
them ; to all which I answered them with truth, and the best 
reasons and arguments that my understanding and know- 



•d by Google 



COKNECTICUT — 1736. 163 

ledge could suggest, and in this manner I convereed with 
them at least four hours, "who, in fine, appeared very much 
surprised to find that they had always been very prejudiced 
■with so many false notions about the Churcli ; wondering 
how men could leave its pious and holy communion, and, 
most of all, that any could have the conscience to load the 
established Cliurch with so many odious and injurious slan- 
ders. 

They earnestly desired me to come again, and at their im- 
portunity I have visited them six times, twice of which hath 
been on Sundays. More than twenty families there and in 
some neigJibouring places do embrace the Church ; and when 
I was last there, which was on the first day of this instant, 
August, I administered the Sacrament to fourteen communi- 
cants. 

They are very desirous of a missionary, but defer offering 
any petition to the Society for Propagating the Gospel, hav- 
ing been informed that the Society are not in a condition at 
present to establish any new missions ; but they have impor- 
tuned me to visit them, and administer the Sacrament among 
them, four times a year, to which I have given them encour- 
agement, till I could infonn the honourable Society and receive 
their commands. 

As to the Church in New-London, it continueth in nearly 
the same state as when 1 wrote last, which is about last Sep- 
tember, since which I have baptised nine, of whom one was 
adult, and the communicants are seventeen. 

The people here continue to treat mo in a very handsome 
manner, and annually do something more than make good 
their obligations in contributing to my support. 
Reverend Sir, your, 
And the honourable Society's most dutiful 

And most obedient servant, 

Sam'l Seabuey. 
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IRev. Mr. Beaeh io the SiW^iary.—'E^rad.'l 

Jfewtown, ill New-Mnglamd^ 

SepemUr Sth, 1736. 
Ileverend Sir, 

Since my last I have "baptised twenty-five children and five 
adults, and have admitted to tlie communion two persons 
more; the wbolc number of my eommunicantfl is now ono 
hundred and iive ; but by reason of our people living very 
distant from each other, I seldom have more than fifty eom- 
muuicants together at onee, and for that reason 1 administer 
that Sacrament every other Sunday. I have lately, upon the 
repeated invitations of the people of Newark, in New-Jersey, 
visited them. I performed divine service two Sundays, and 
had about three or four hundred hearers ; they appeared very 
desirous of having a minister of the Church of England set- 
tled among them, and are now about sending a memorial to 
the venerable Society for that end, and have earnestly de- 
sired me to certify that honourable Board of my willingness 
to be removed, if they see fit to erect a mission, and remove 
me thither. 

Thereupon, I thought it my duty to acquaint tliat honour- 
able body that I am perfectly contented with my present 
condition, and should have no inclination to remove if I did 
not think that I could do much more good there than I ean 
in this parish ; and that within a little time there will be, it 
ia probable, at Newark, the largest congregation within two 
hundred miles ; and it is very likely they will soon be able 
to maintain a minister without any assistance, though at 
present they cannot well do it ; but in this I entirely submit 
to the wisdom of the venerable Society, 

And am, Ecverend Sir, 

Tour most humble servant, 

John Beach. 
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V, Mr, Caner to tfie Secretary,] 



Favrfield, in. New-England, 

\Zth September, 1736. 
Heverend Sir, 

In a letter by tlie Hev. Mr. McSparraii, I acquainted the 
honourable Society of my safe arrival in New-England ; since 
then I have so good a state of health as to be capable of 
serving my parish in a constant way. The professors of the 
Church of England here increase in numbers and seriousness. 
The Dissenters among us are busily employed in examining 
into the conduct of Hie missionaries in order to have whereof 
to accuse us ; some instances, misinterpreted, I understand 
they pitch upon. I trust they will not find any instance in 
my conduct to make the foundation of a complaint. I am 
not conscious that I have laid myself open to misinterpreta- 
tion, and as to real misconduct, I defy them ; however, as 
they seem resolved to make thorough work, if any complaint 
of this nature should come before the honourable Society, I 
beg I may have notice of it, and an opportunity to vindicate 
myself from any such aspersions. I hope, when we are suf- 
ficiently sifted and tried, we shall come out purer and less ex- 
ceptionable. 

The particular state of my parish at this time the honour- 
able Society will find expressed in my noUiia paroohialis, 
underwritten, to which I beg leave to refer. 
I am the honourable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and, Sir, 

Tour most humble servant, 

Henbt Ca^bb. 
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[Jim. Mr. Ai-aoid lu (he Sea-etarj/,] 



West ffaven, in Connecticut, 

Septernber 2-2(?, 1736. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I performed divine service last Sunday at Milford, one of the 
most considerable towna in Connecticat Colony, where the 
use of the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Command- 
ments, or the reading the Scripture in divine service, was 
never before known. There was a very naraerons auditory, 
most attentive and desirous to bo instrncted in the worship of 
the Church of England ; hut these who aro looking towards 
the Church are commonly the poorer sort of people ; for the 
staff of government being in the hands of the Dissenters, who 
rule the Church with an iron rod, those who receive honour 
one of another set themselves at a distance, and allow then- 
rage and revenge to increase in proportion to the increase of 
tlie Church. That God, in mercy to our land, may continue 
and prosper that honourable Society, is, and shall be tlie fer- 
vent prayer of their, and your most obliged, devoted, humble 
servant, 

Jonathan Aehold. 



[FfOiit the Clergy of Mta-Englamd to the Sea-etarj/.^Sxtract.] 

Fairfield, in Ifew-England, 

March 29iA, 1739. 

Reverend Sir, 

Notwithstanding it has once and again been declared by 
the Attorney and SoHcitor-General, (and approved of by tlie 
Lords Justices in their letter to the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Boston, dated October 7th, 1725,) that there is no establish- 
ment of any religion in these colonies, nor can be without 
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his most eacrcd Majesty's explicit consent; yet thia govern- 
ment liavc taken upon tliem to make an establishment of the 
Congregational way, (as they call it,) appeara by several acts 
in their printed law book, and do act as an establishment, 
and to treat the Church of England as Dissenters. They 
have, indeed, made a law by which they pretended to exempt 
the people of the Clmrch of England from paying to the 
support of their ministers and the building of their meeting- 
houses, bnt they have contrived several methods to elude it. 

2. Among which, a principal contrivance is to make cer- 
tain funds in each town to be let out to use for raising the 
salaries of their ministers, without any tax upon the people. 
This first began at Fairfield, by the sale of certain lands, se- 
questered by the proprietors of that town for the support of 
the ministry, the money arising from which sale they divided 
to each parish according to their propriety, only excluding 
the members of the Church of England in each parish from 
any share or benefit in this sale, though there were many of 
them as considerable proprietors as any of those who were 
admitted to enjoy it. And the success with which this un- 
just action was attended has put them upon much the same 
measures throughout the colony ; and one means of making 
snch fnnds is by the sale of seven new townships of common 
lands belonging to this government, wherein (as we appre- 
hend) the people of the Church of England have equally a 
right, according to their proportion, with the rest of the peo- 
ple of the government ; and the money arising from the sale 
of these lands they have appropriated either to the schools, 
or to what they call the established ministry of this govern- 
ment, at the election of the several towns, (as will appear by 
their printed acts to this purpose,) so that, according to their 
sense of their law, we of the Church of England are excluded 
from any benefit of that sale. 

Another of these devices for raising of the above mentioned 
funds has been by a bill, (not yet indeed passed into an act, 
though we have reason to believe the design is not yet laid 
aside,) to appropriate the loan of their last commission of 
^50,000 of l)ills of credit to that purpose. 

To prevent these proceedings, the people of our Church 
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liarelaid an humble address before the General i 
signed by more than six hundred and thirty males above six- 
teen years old, (and the number could have amonnted to 
above seven hundred if all would have had opportunity to 
sign,) playing that they might have their proportion of these 
public moneys toward the support of their ministers ; but they 
have "beon pleased in their last Assembly to negative that 
petition, so that our people can expect no favour or justice 
from our government in this regard, and beg of us to lay their 
oppressed state before the Society. 

3. Another grievance that we have to complain of is, the 
case of sundry people (to the number of fifty families) in the 
westernmost parts of this colony, chiefly belonging to Horse- 
neck and Stamford, living so near to the Parish Church of Eye, 
as that they can and do attend upon the ministrations of the 
Kevercnd Mr. Wetmore, who also does frecLuently officiate 
among them, to which he was requested by their joint appli- 
cation to him. When, according to the tenor of the above- 
mentioned act, he demanded hia due proportion of the tax, 
viz., what was paid by the professors of the Church of Eng- 
land, payment was refused ; upon which he commenced an 
action against the collector, which went through the courts 
and was finally lost. The people, perceiving themselves 
destitute of any hopes of relief in a course of law, applied 
themselves in an humblo address to the General Assembly, 
pi-aying for a redress of this grievance, which address was set 
aside, and nothing was done for their relief; so that they, 
and all othei'S livmg but a few miles from any Church of 
England, whatever care and pains the minister may take in 
visiting and administering to them, shall, notwithstanding 
the said act, be obliged to pay to the support of dissenting 
ministers, unless rehef can be obtained from home. 

4. Tliat wc may be as little tedious as possible, we will 
pass by several other instances whereby they have endea- 
voured to elude the act they had made in our favour, and 
proceed lastly to lay before the Society the case of the Kev. 
Mr , Arnold, which is as follows : William Greyson, of Lon- 
don, Esq., made a donation of a piece of land in New-IIaven 
to him, as trustee for the Church of England, to build a 
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ChiiTch on, and when he went to take possession and make 
improvement of said land by plonghing tlie same, ho was 
opposed by a great number of people, being resolute that no 
Church should be built there, who, in a riotous and tumul- 
tuous manner, being (as we have good reason to believe) put 
upon it by some in authority, and of the chief men in the town, 
beat his cattle and abused his eervants, threatening both his 
and their lives to that degree, that he was obliged to quit 
the field. And though he made presentment against sundry 
of them, for breach of the peace, to the civil authority, yet 
they refuse fo take cognizance of it, and so he could obtain 
no rehef. 

We beg leave to subscribe ourselves, Eeverend Sir, the 
venerable Society's and your most humble and most obedient 
servants, 

Samuel Seabuey, Sam'l Johnson, 

Eben'e Puhdeeson, J. Wetmoke, 

JoKA. Aenold, Hehey Caneh, 



[Sen. Mr. Punderaoa to the Secretary.— Extract.] 

Groton, June IQth, 1739. 
Eeverend Sir, 

There is not any more considerable alteration in the par- 
islies imder my care than that of the spirit and temper of our 
dissenting bretliren, many of which, from being revilere and 
haters of our Church, are brought to have a good opinion of 
it, and oeeasioually attend our worship, I believe that at 
the last Christmas, and upon a Lord's day since, there met in 
our Church upwards of four hundred persons who behaved 
soberly and devoutly, many of which had been our bitterest 
enemies, which to mc is an unspeakable comfort. Upon the 
earnest desire of a considerable number, I have made a jour- 
ney to Middletown, about forty miles from my home, and 
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preached to a sober "body of people, near one hundred, two 
of which have since come and joined themselves to our com- 
mnnioE. 

Eeverend Sir, I am, 
YourSj and the Society's most ohedient servant, 



^Jiev, Mr. Beach to the Seerelary. — E^rad-I 

^ewlownf August Mth, 1739. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I liave heen here almost seven years, and have haptiaed 
one hundred and sixty-four, of which thirteen are adults, and 
have one hundred and twenty-three eommnnicants, but they 
live BO far distant from each other, that commonly I can ad- 
minister to no more than about fifty at once, which occasions 
my administering it the more frequently ; and, though I meet 
with many discouragements, yet I hare this satisfaction, that 
all my communicants (one or two excepted) do adorn their 
profession by a sober, righteous and godly hfe, 
I am, Keverend Sir, 

Tour very hnmble servant, 

John Beach. 



[From the Clergy/ of IS'eiir-Eiiglandio the Secretary, — Eairad.'] 

J^ew-London, May 4:th, 1740. 

Reverend Sir, 

We, the Clergy of New-England, convened at New-Lon- 
don, beg leave to represent to the honourable Society the 
etate of a considerable congregation of the Church of Eng- 
land settled at Hopkinston and the parts adjacent. This town 
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hag been for some years a place of resort to eeveral creditalile 
familica of Conformists, ■whose inclination or employment 
has caused them to remove from Boston into the country, to 
whom many of the old inliahitants, both of the Church and 
dissenting persaasions, have united themselves i]^ promoting 
the Episcopal Church, being induced thereto by a monthly 
lecture preached among them, and some encouragement they 
received of being recommended to tlie Society's favour ; there 
is likewise a probability of a large increase by the addition 
of many others who have purchased farms in the same town, 
so as to possess near a third part of the township, in order to 
settle themselves or children thereon, provided they can enjoy 
a constant public worship of the Church of England, and 
procure some assistance toward the support of an Episcopal 
minister to reside with them, which they express an earnest 
desire of, and a readiness to contribute to the utmost of their 
ability towards his comfortable subsistence. 
"We are tlie honourable Society's, 
And, Reverend Sir, 

Tour most humble servants, 
Aeth. Bkowite, John Ushee, 

Sam'l Skabckt, Henry Oanee, 

John Eeacu, Eooeb Peice, 

Eben'h Pundkkson, James Honeymah, 

Sam'l Johnson James MacSpaeeau 



[Sen. M: Morris to ihe Seerelari/. — Extract. ] 

lb* 

West Maven, Septemher IZth, 1740. 

Reverend Sir, 

I was received by the Church people with no small pleas- 
ure, for, upon Mr. Arnold leaving them, they seemed to 
despair of having another to succeed him ; beside, the Dis- 
senters used to boast and affirm confidently that the Society 
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would never Bend Lere another missionary, which was fiOjne 
mortification to them, who are a people indeed not to be 
despised, and are ready enough to express their gratitude. 
I must further say of them, that they are the most versed in 
casuistry of^any people I ever met ; I mean of those that can 
only read English. The Archhishop of Canterbury's Treatise 
on Church Goveniment, and the late Archbishop of Dublin's 
Collection of Cases, with several other books, have been read 
here to good purpose, and what they are further to bo valued 
for is, that their conforming to- the Church has exposed them 
to many inconveniences and oppression from the Dissenters. 
I have two warrants by me, granted before my time, to take 
up two men in Waterbury for not frequenting their meetings ; 
and when one of them offered to give his reasons why he 
could not go to their extempore prayers, he was silenced and 
ordered to prison, or pay his fine ; two more in North Haven 
were some time in jail before my arrival, for not paying their 
rates to the dissenting teachers, which is contrary to a law 
made here in onr favour, (as I am informed,) at a time when 
they were apprehensive of losing their charter. The governor 
of this colony is elected yearly, and one "Williams, who was 
lately rector of the Seminary in Kew-Haven, quitted that 
office with a view to be elected governor next year ; but if he 
succeeds, we arc likely to have a troublesome neighbour. 

Though tliere be some hot spirits among the Dissenters, 
especially their teachers and those in power, yet there are 
many othere more moderate, and who seem well affected tO' 
our Church, and are apt to frequent it. 

Should I give you an account of the geography of my 
misBJon, you would find it large enough for a Diocese ; but I 
would not be understood to mean this by way of complaint 
of the diificulty and length of the roads ; and if I may be 
allowed to complain of any thing, it must be of the wretched 
fanaticism that runs so Jiigh in this country, and a body 
would be apt to think higher than it did in England In 
Cromwell's time, which does not so well suit one of my com- 
plexion ; yet 1 have been serviceable in the Church, and will 
endeavour to be more so, 

I have been informed since I came here, that the Dissenters 
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in Worth Haven have obliged the Church people to contrib- 
ute towards building a meeting-bouse, and sent one poor 
fellow to jail who was not in a capacity to pay liia cess; 
however, this may be contrary to law here, yet it ia found, 
by repeated experience, that a. poor Churehnian can expect 
no redress in any court here. 

I am, Reverend Sir, 
Your most obliged and very obedient servant, 

TuEO. MoEEIS. 

Oetol^ 28th, 1740. 



[Bei^. Mr. Johmuit to iis Secretary, —Mrtract.J 

Stratford, in JV. M., Mv. 10th, 1740. 

Eeverend Sir, 

As to the complaint we designed to lay before the Society 
about the money arising from tlie sale of the seven new 
townships, the event is tliat, rather than tlie Church should 
have any share in it, the last Assembly havo repealed the 
act that vested in the several di^enting ministers tbeir divi- 
dends of it, exclusive of the Church, so that now, by a former 
act, it belongs to the schools, though I imagine they yet have 
some contrivance to exclude us from any advantage from it ; 
for the increase of the Church in this country is very dis- 
pleasing to those at the helm, and disposes them to distress 
us in all the ways they can, and particularly by so explain- 
ing the law, in their execution of it, as to oblige many of our 
people to pay their public dues to the support of their minis- 
ters and building their meeting-houses, if they happen to live 
at such a distance from onr Churches as renders a constant 
attendance impracticable, by which means some of them 
have been hauled to jail, and there been forced to abide 'till 
they paid tho utmost farthing. This has been the case with 
some people at a village called Cheshire, who have lately 
complained to me ; and this is threatened and doubtless will 
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be shortly executed upon the people of auothei' village called 
Scotland, belonging to Simsbviry, a town sixty miles north- 
ward. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Sam'l iToHHSOlI. 



[Se)>. Ml-. Pundereon to the JOahop D/Z(mdm.} 

if. Groton, nth Dec., 1741. 

My Lord, 

The duties and labours of my mission are exceedingly 
increased by the surprising entbusiams that rage among 
UB, the centre of which is the place of my residence, a. 
short account of which I shall trouble your Lordship with. 
Since Mr. 'Whitefield has been in this coimtry, there has 
been a great nnmbeti of vagrant preachers, the most re- 
markable of which is Mr. Davenport, of Long Island, who 
came to Kcw-London in July, pronounced your ministers 
unconverted, and, by his boisterous behaviour and vehement 
crying, " Come to Christ," many were sPnick, as the phrase 
is, and made the most terrible and affecting noise, that was 
beard a mile from the place. He came to this Society, acted 
in the same manner five days, was followed by innumerable 
[people ;} some could not endure the house, saying that it 
seemed to them more like the infernal regions, than the place 
of worshipping the God of Heaven ; many, after the amazing 
horror and distress that seized them, received comfort, (as 
they term it,) and five or six of these young men in this So- 
ciety ai'6 continually going about, especially in the night, 
converting, as they call it, their fellow men ; two of these act 
ae their ministers, and tlicy affirm, converted above two 
hundred in an Irish town about twenty miles back in the 
country. Their meetings are almost every night in this and 
the neighbouring parishes, and the most astonishing effects 
attend them : screechings, faintings, convulsions, visions, ap- 
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; deatli for twenty or thirty hours, actnal pOBsessiou 
with evil spirits, as they own themselves. The spirit in all is 
remarkably bitter against the Church of England. Two who 
were "stnick," and proceeded in this way of exhorting and 
praying, until actually possceaed, came to me, asked the same 
questions : " Are you bora again ?"— " Have yon the witness 
of the Spirit V &c., as they all do ; used the same texts of 
Scripture; taught the same doctrines; called me Beelzebub, 
the prince of devils; and, in their possession, burnt about 
iei,200. Tliey have since been to me, asked my forgiveness, 
and bless God that He has restored them to the spirit of & 
sound mind. There are at least twenty or thirty of these lay 
holders'forth, within ten miles of my house, who hold tbeir 
meetings every night in the week in some place or other, ex- 
cepting Satarday night, and incredible pains are taken to 
seduce and draw away the members of my Church ; but, 
blessed be God, we still rather increase. 
I am, my Lord, 

Your obedient servant, 

Eben'e Pukdekson. 



[Ses. Jfi". Morris to tlie Secretary.'] 

Derby, Jime 20th, 1741- 

Kevercnd Sir, 

Since I wrote before, I made it my business to be farther 
acquainted with the people, especially the Dissenters, many 
of whom I found, on my travel, well affected to our worship, 
and ready to conform, had they an opportunity of a Church 
at a reasonable distance. Others, I have heard since, object 
to their not being attended as often as tliey could wish. This 
proves too strong an objection among weaker people, where 
dissenting teachers are so numerous. There are others who, 
in their private conversations, profess a great liking for the 
Church, wiU readily own what they cannot bo reconciled to 
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in the Diaaenters' scheme, especially the sort of ordination 
first set up in this country ; and though they may be brought to 
approve our liturgy, notwitbstanding all the industry of their 
teachers, yet, as they are men who have httle places and 
employments, or obtain hopes of having them, they will not 
easily be persuaded to conform. This last difficulty is the 
greatest 1 have met with ; indeed, the governing party, who 
are tiie most violent, seem to be a little more moderate than 
they have been, but their moderation is owing to their being 
afraid of England. I have lately been at Simsbury, where I 
found about thirty females of our communion ; tliey are in 
hopes of having a minister at last, and have accordingly pre- 
pared some timber to build a Church. I remitted their rates, 
which amount to about fifty pounds of this currency, to help 
tbem forward with the building. I do not mention this as 
an act of generosity, for, however I may liave a right to pro- 
tect them from the Dissenters, I think I onght not to apply 
their money to my own use, since they are too remote to 
be visited above twice a year at most, considering how 
many parishes I have beside to attend, and, indeed, remote 
enough from one another. I urged upon my brethren at the 
Convention to assist me in attending Simsbury, which some 
consented to do, so that they can be served now eight times 
a year, and this, I hope, will keep them in heart. 

I have taken another Church into my care at "Wallingford, 
which consists of twelve families. I engaged to attend them 
onee a quarter, which they seem to be satisfied with, for tbey 
know it is as much as I can do for them. I procured Mr. 
Thomson, whom I mentioned before, to officiate every Sun- 
day in some one parish in my absence, and as his prudence 
and discretion have rendered him entirely agreeable to the 
people, he proves very serviceable to me. 

I must further acquaint you that, in many places, there are 
some undivided lands laid out for the use of the ministry; 
and those of the Church party who are proprietors tliink it 
reasonable their proportion should be appropriated to the use 
of their minister, and are ready enough to engage in a law- 
suit if there was hopes of success in England ; indeed, if Dr. 
McSparran gain his cause, it will pave the way to do tlie 
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Church a very considerable service.* Since I came to this 
mission there have been added to our communion eight per- 
sons, four of whom conformed lately ; six more have con- 
formed, but have not been yet at the Sacrament. This, Sir, 
is all I have to add to my first letter, dated last September, 
and which I hope has not miscarried. 

I am, Reverend Sir, your most obliged 

And very obedient servant, 

Theo, Mobeis. 



[Sev. Mr. Funderaon to lie Secretary.— Extract.'] 

iV. Groton, 20;A December^ 1741. 
ISir, 

I would inform the venerable Society, &e., that enthu- 
siasm exceedingly rages in the parts under my care, but es- 
pecially in this ; the most amazing screeciiings, sereamings, 
faintings, convulsions and visions attend it, and are made the 
inseparable marks of conversion and the new birth ; and two 
persons in this parish have been so wonderfidly wrought 
upon in this manner as to become actually possessed by a 
devil, as all grant ; and one of them who, by the good provi- 
dence of God, is restored to the use of reason, confesses the 
Spirit, in these demoniacs and enthusiasts, is extremely vio- 
lent against the established Church; and both I and all un- 
der my care arc declared both by teacher and people to bo 
unconverted, and going straight down to hcU. 'Tis amazing 
how this wild scene prevails, and how it will end Grod only 
knows. It increases my labours to that degree, that I can 
scarce spend a whole day in my study or family. I have 
twice been desired to preach to a large congregation of 
Seventh-day Baptists, in Westerly, and complied with their 
desires. 

I am yours, and the honourable Society's 

lioal friend and servant, 

Eben'r Pundekson. 

* Dr. MoSparran was then engaged in prosecuting a Bnit he had brought for 
the recovery of certain lands in Narragansctt, which he elainiod in tchalf of the 
Chnreh. The Ehode Island Documents will furnish the hiatory of this nrocceditig. 
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[Jfca, Mr. J'anderioii to the Sccretanj. — ExlractS] 

jy. Groton, March 30th, 1742. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Tliere never was more pressing need of good books among 
na than in this astonishing season, in which the wildest enthn- 
eiasm and superstition prevail ; and it is attended with tho 
most bitter fruits of uncharitablenesa and spiritual pride, an 
instance or two of wliicli I shall trouble the honourable 
Society with. Some time since, immediately after I had 
preached a sermon in Norwich, one of those enthusiasts came 
to me and demanded my experience ; (which is very com- 
mon ;) his recLuest being denied, he pronounced me uncon- 
verted, and, not only going myself, but loading all under my 
charge, down to hell. Soon after, ho was attended witli a 
dumb spirit, and uttered nothing for five or six days, except 
two or tliree blasphemous expressions, viz., Go tell the breth- 
ren I am risen ; at another time. Suffer little children to 
come unto me, &c. Tliere also camo another of these es- 
horters (as they are called here) to my house, attended by 
many ; declared me as upright and as exemplary a person as 
any he knew in the world, yet he knew I was unconverted, 
and leading my people down to hell ; he afSrmed that be was 
sent with a message from God, and felt the Spirit upon him, 
&c. ; he seemed sincere. Soon after, Mr. Crosweil, the dis- 
senting teacher in this parish, with two attendants, came 
singing to my house, pronounced me unconverted, yet, at 
tho time, declared that he did not know mo guilty of any 
crime. I assured him that, in my opinion, it was a greater 
crime for him thus to murder my soul, usefulness and repu- 
tation in the world, than for me to attempt his natural life ; 
and that lie certainly must be a worse man, thus, in cool 
blood and under a religious pretence, to pronounce damnation 
against me, than for a common swearer to say to another 
" God damn you ;" since this he is not so fierce as before. 
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At the first rise of tliis enchanting delusion, I was tinder 
melancholy apprehensions that tlie infant Chnreh of England, 
in this and the adjacent places, would be crushed, those being 
the centre of the religious delirium ; some have gone after it, 
but more been added, and I am more and more convinced of 
the promise of our blessed Lord, that the gates of heli shall 
never prevail, &c. ITy labours abundantly increase, and I 
have scarce been at home a week together the past winter ; 
eometimes I preach two or three sermons a week, beside 
eouetantly on the Lord's-day, and I have good hope that my 
labour is not in vain. 

Your and the honourable Society's 

Keal friend and servant, 

Eben'e Pithdeesok. 



IBeo. Mr. Seabury to ihs Sserslary. — E-^irad.'] 

^ew- London, in Wew-England, 

May Zd, 1742. 

Reverend Sir, 

I observe in the collection of papers aforesaid, page 37, 
order the 23d, a direction to the several missionaries to send 
an account of the founding and building the Churches in their 
respective parishes, and liow the samo have been supplied 
with ministers, and also an account of the glebe, &a. In 
compliance therewith, I state that, from the records of St, 
James' Church, at New-London, it appears that the said 
Church was built by subscription ; the first bears date June 
25th, 1725. That on the 27th of September following, seven 
of the members of the Church of England did, by an instru- 
ment under their hand, form tbcmaelves into a committee 
for the purchasing a convenient place in New-London, and 
for erecting and building a Church for the service of Al- 
mighty God, according to the liturgy of Uie Church of Eng- 
land as by law established ; that at the same meeting the 
Reverend Mr. McSparran, the Society's missionary at Narra- 



•d by Google 



CHURCH DOCUMENTS. 



gansett, -was made treasurer ; that on June the 20tli, 1726, a 
carpenter waa agreed with for a wood frame ; that on the 9th 
of Auguat following the timber waa hronght to the ground ; 
on the first of October the frame was raised and completed, 
and on the 28th of November, 1727, the house was enclosed, 
glazed, the underfloor laid, a neat desk and pulpit finished, 
and in this state was the Church at New-London when I ar- 
rived there, December 9th, 1780, in the service of the hon- 
ourable Society. 

New-London is a small town, standing hy a pleasant river 
about two miles from the sea, [sound,] the principal port of 
Connecticut colony, first settled by the Lidependents and a 
few Anabaptists and sort of Quaker Baptists. 

The first members of the Church of England who founded 
St. James' Church wore either Europeans, not long settled 
here, or persons brought up in other colonies. Tlie govern- 
ment here makes no provision for the Church, though they 
commonly grant large tracts of land in every town for 
the advantage of the Independents ; but the Church at New- 
London has neither glebe nor parsonage-house, and except a 
weekly contribution of its members for the use of the minis- 
ter, which amounts to about a crown sterling per week, it is 
wholly supported hy the charity of the honourable Society. 

The sectaries hero seem crumbling into more parties and 
divisions daily, branding each other with anathemas. The 
Church under my care remains steadfast. 
Tours, and the honourable Society's 

Most humble and most obedient servant, 

Samuel Seabcsy. 



[Jiev. Mr. Caner to the Sea-etary.—Extranl.] 

Fairfield, New-England, July 1st, 1742. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Enthusiam has made no progress at Fairfield, and the 
effects of it at Stamford, Norwalk, Eidgefield, &c., where it 
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has a large spread, has been the reconciling many Bober,eon- 
siderate people to the communion of our Church, In order 
to prevent as much as possible the spreading of enthusiaetic 
principles, both now and hereafter, among ub, I have applied 
myself closely to the duty of catechizing young and old who 
do not appear to have sufficiently digested the grounds of 
our most holy faith ; the catechumens, being divided into 
three classes, are examined and instructed, according to their 
several improvements, every Lord's-day after eermon, in the 
afternoon. 

The venerable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Henkt Cahek. 



[T/te CUrgy of Connecticut to tlte Binltop of London.'] 

Fairfield, in Connecticut, 

August 2iih, 1742. 

May it please your Lordship, 

We, your Lordship's clergy of tliis Colony of Connecticut, 
humbly beg leave to lay before your Lordship the difficulties 
which at present affect us. The want of a Bishop to reside 
among us has been often mentioned as a very great obstruction 
to the propagation of religion in this remote part of the world ; 
and we take leave upon this occasion to renew our most hum- 
ble thanks, as for all your Lordship's good offices toward the 
Church in these plantations, bo particularly for your kind at- 
tention to the several representations of this nature, which 
we have formerly made, and your sincere endeavours to 
obtain this advantage for us, and, since that could not be 
effected, for the kind provision your Lordship has made for 
us, as some remedy to this inconvenience, by appointing 
Commissaries among us under your Lordship's own special 
direction. But as the number of Clergy within this district 
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18 considtjrably incrcascdj Bince the appointment of a Cotnmifl- 
sary at Boston, we hnmbly hope your Lordship will excuse 
ua if wo presume to suggest, with great submission, whether 
it might not be highly expedient for your Lordship to ap- 
point a Commissary in this colony ; our distances from the 
Commissary at Boston is such as makes it impracticable 
for us to attend upon the yearly Convention, and, eonse- 
ijuently, to receive the bcneiit of that appointment. Thero 
are now fourteen Churches built and building, and seven 
Clergymen within this colony, and others daily called for ; 
the nearest of us about one hundred and twenty, and the 
most of us upward of two hundred miles from Boston ; and 
the charge of such a journey, yearly, ia too considerable for 
our circumstances well to admit of. Beside, tho absence 
from our parishes, which sucli a distance requires, proves 
oftentimes great prejudice to our people, not only from the 
want of publick worship, but likewise in regard they are 
liable to be seduced by the indefatigable endeavours of en- 
thusiastic teachers, who, since Mr. Whiteiield's tour through 
this colony, have made an astonishing progress. 

"We would not be thought to prescribe, and therefore be- 
speak your Lordship's candour, when we presume to men- 
tion the Eeverend Mr. Johnson, of Stratford, as a person 
from whose ability, virtue and integrity we might hope all 
the advantages which such an authority would enable him 
to derive to us, if your Lordship should think proper to be- 
stow this honour upon him. Your Lordship does not need 
to be informed, and therefore we forbear to mention, the 
particular advantages to be enjoyed by the residence of a 
Commissary among us, especially at a time when enthusiasm, 
in ita worst colors, is daily gaining ground. Wc flatter our- 
selves with hopes of your Lordship's pardon and indulgence 
on this point, and beg to assure your Lordship that we are, 
May it please your Lordship, 

Your Lordship's obedient servants, 
Henet Canee, John Beach, 

Samuel Seabcey, Eben'k Pcndeesoh", 

Kich'd Camek. 
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[Set. Jft. JoTmeoa io the Bkhop of Zotiilon.—Mctratl.] 

Siraiford, in New-England, 

Se;ptemler 5th, 1742. 

May it pleaso yoiir Lordship, 

This letter accompanies another to your Lordship from my 
brethren of the Clergy in this colony, wherein they humbly 
represent the necessity, or, at least, tlio great advantage of a 
Commissary to be resident among ns, by reason of onr great 
distance from Boston, which, at a medium, is between 150 
and 200 miles. 

On this occasion I humbly beg leave to join my voice with 
theirs to the same purpose, (for I do believe, with submission 
to your Lordship,) that it would be a very considerable 
means for the promoting the interests of rehgion and order 
among ns ; especially considering how much the Church has 
increased here within these few years. "When I came hero 
there were not one hundred adult persons of the Church in 
this whole colony, whereas now there are considerably more 
than two thousand, and at least five or six thousand, young 
and old ; and, since the progress of this strange spirit of en- 
thusiasm, it seems daily very much increasing, 

My brethren have, indeed, done me the honour to mention 
my name to your Lordship. As to this, I beg leave to assure 
your Lordship that it is from their own motion, and not in the 
least owing to any inilucnce of mine, that they have so done ; 
and that if your Lordship sliall think it fit, at all, to appoint 
a Commissary in this colony, I shall bo very well satisfied to 
submit to any other person whom your Lordship shall think 
proper to appoint to preside over us. 
Hay it please your Lordship, 

Your Lordship's most dutiful 

And most obedient son and servant, 
Samuel J 



•d by Google 



184 



CHUECH DOCUMENTS. 



[Sev. Mi: Seaiury ta the Secretary. —Midrad.] 
N^ew-London, in N'ew-England, Wov. Id, 1743. 
Eeverend Sir, 

At iletron the Churcli iuereaseth. I had forty t-onnmini- 
cants present the last Sacrament. Mr. Earzillai Dean, whom 
my brethren of the clergy of Connecticut have desired and 
advised me to recommend to the Society's notice, has at- 
tended tlie Hebron Church the year past, (when I have not 
been there,) by reading a form of prayer out of the Liturgy 
of tlie Church, and sermona of the Church of England divines, 
to the great edification of the people. In compassion to them, 
I beg leave to lament to the honourable Society, that poor 
people's -want of a resident minister, who, I am well sensible, 
might be far more useful to them than it is in my power to be ; 
and to repeat their desire, that Mr. Dean might be permitted 
to come home for that charge. 

At Simsbury, sixty-two miles from New-London, and eight 
miles west of Connecticut Biver, and about fifty miles up said 
river, there is also a large congregation of the Church of Eng- 
land. I have visited them twice in the year past ; the last 
time tliere were one hundred and thirty adults, who, I was 
assured, were either real conformists, or desirous of instruction 
in the doctrine and worship of the Church. They beg to be 
recommended to the Society's charity, and I expect they will, 
in a little time, send the Society a token of their sincerity ; a 
copy of a deed of fifty acres of choice land, which they have 
purchased for a glebe. 

At Jliddletown, one of the most flourishing towns in Con- 
necticut, and lying upon Connecticut Kiver, thirty-two miles 
from the mouth, and forty miles from New-London, wliich I 
have visited twice the year past, there are thirty families of 
tbo Cliurch of England, earnestly desiring to be mentioned to 
the venerable Society, in hopes of their future favours. 

I am, Beverend Sir, yours, and the honourable Society's 
Most humble and obedient servant, 

Saupel Seabtjey, 
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ICAurehwaniau of 2t'evi-Zondo!ito thf Stcrslar^.—Eciraei.] 

Jfew-Zondon, Fehruary 26;A, 1742-3. 
Eeverend Sir, 

Tlie very great convnlsions occasioned here, and in divers 
other places in this colony, by the breaking out of what is called 
the New Light, makes this a melancholy juncture to have our 
Church empty and unaupplied ; and the more, in regard that 
the present discords having set sundry of the most cooland con- 
sidering people on thinking and reading, there ia a promising 
prospect of those inc[uiries into religion, ending in a thorough 
and ■well-weighed conformity to our Church ; and this again 
makes it the more necessary that this Church should be made 
happy in the appointment of a missionary, who, for morals, 
learning and experimental knowledge in the present state of 
things, might be equal to the difBculties of the present times. 
Reverend Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

NaTHAHIEL GkEEN-, ) yii I , 

„ -r, ' > Uhurohwardem. 

iLDWAED CAUOKR, ) 



[Tli( Secreiufy iothe Hev. Mr.Ji>hiut>n, Sit&kirn>ry at Watford. — Mxtract.'] 

April %Uh, 1743. 
Reverend Sir, 

In order to make some provision, as soon as may be, for 
those young men recommended by yon, that have been edu- 
cated at your neighbouring Colleges, and are desirous of en- 
tering into the service of the Socie^, they [the Society] are 
come to a resolution, that in all future appointments of cate- 
chists and schoolmasters, a principal regard shall be had to 
such persons as are already in, or intend to offer tliemselves 
candidates for holy orders ; that, as vacancies happen, they 
may be filled with these young men after they have been 
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ordained Deacons and PriestB, in England; and then, ■with a 
small stipend, (but of not leas than £20 per annum,) from the 
Society, it is proposed to fix them at places where the in- 
habitants are able and ■willing to give as much more, for their 
ofiiciating to them in the holy functions ; and, as the greater 
missions become vacant, and they are foiind worthy, to ad- 
vance them to them, while other deserving young men may 
succeed to the lesser. 

I am, &c., 

P. B., 

{i. e., PhIIJP BEiLKCKOFT 



Stratford, in 2feiO'£Jngland, 

April 6th, 1743. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Since my last I have baptised sixteen, whereof five were 
adults and of thera fonr were negroes, and admitted sixteen 
to the Holy Communion, of which two were candidates for 
holy orders, whose names were Watkina and Lamson. Tlie 
late enthusiasm is now abating, (though the venomous eifeets 
of it still prevail,) and has driven a great number into the 
Church, 60 that there are five or six places wanting ministers 
greatly, of which Simsbury the most, being at, by far, the 
greatest distance ; and there are five or six valuable young 
candidates that would gladly serve the Church, and to very 
good advantage, if they could be encouraged to go home for 
orders; and, as the Society may think proper to make New- 
London vacant by removing Mr. Seabury, we should all bo 
very glad if that place might be kept vacant till one or other 
of our candidates could go home for it. Mr. Thomson, whom 
I have several times mentioned as having long served the 
Church in a lay capacity, and done much good, would be a 
very suitable and useful person in that place. And I beg 
the Society to give us leave to recommend two or three in 
the fall, for new places, if possible, though it were with a 



•d by Google 



coNNEcncrT — 1743. " 187 

View of but small salaries. Indeed, I humb.y hope the 
venerable Boai'd will excuse iis if tlte pressing necessity of 
the times should prevail upon us to recommend any one for 
orders, though we should not have opportunity to hear from 
you. Mr, Dean is said to have done good service at Hebron, 
and, I conclude, will be recommended by the Convention. 

The Church in this town has so increased of late that oor 
house will not hold us, which has obliged us to build a new 
Church, for which £1,500 of our money has been subscribed, 
and we have got timber and are going on vigorously. It is 
to be sixty feet long and forty-five feet wide, and twenty-four 
feet high to the roof; with a steeple sixteen feet square, to 
be one hundred and twenty feet liigh ; and eight feet the 
Chancel, which is to have a library on one side and vestry 
on the other. And we should be very thankful if any gene- 
rous benefactors could be found that would contribule books 
to our library, which are very much wanted, and would be 
most eagerly read by many of our people, who are very in- 
q^uisitive after Christian k 



My JSotitia Parochialia is as follows : 

I. Ko. of famihes in this town, about 400 

n. No. of baptised here and places adjacent by the 

missionary of the town, 617 

ni. Jfo. of baptised since my last, of which iive were 

adults and of them were four negroes, 16 

IV. No. of actual communicants here and at Eipton, 166 

Of which, were admitted the last half year,.... 16 

V. No. of those that profess the Church, families,.. 89 

YI. No. of Dissenters from ail the rest, Papists, only 1 

VII, No, of heathens, beside anabaptised negroes,... 10 

VIII. No, of converts, no remarkable instance, they 

being generally a sober people. 

I have drawn on the treasurer for my salary, due to last 
Lady-day, of the same date with this letter, 
And remain, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 
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[/Vom Mr. Sleixiart to (7m S'creb^.—Edraa.l 

H'&w-London, in Nivs-EngUmd^ 

January lUJi, 1743. 

iSir, 

The unhappy diEEcultiea our Church in this town labours 
under at present oblige me, in hehalf of the congregation 
and self, to give you the tronhle of this. Some time ago the 
Rer. Mr. Seabury obtained the consent of the venerable So- 
ciety to remove to Hempstead; the Eev. Mr. Morria was 
appointed to fill tho vacancy, which (for Borae reasons) was 
not pleasing to the people, who made application to the Eev. 
Mr. Commissary Price, who, together with the Rev. Dr. Mc- 
Sparran, came hither, and after strict and impartial examina- 
tion of both parties, the Rev. Mr. Morris resigned his claim 
to the Church. Now we have certain intelligence that some 
underhand endeavours are used here to fill our Church with- 
out our privity, with one of their own creatures, in particu- 
larly with one Mr. Dean, a person of no other attainments 
than what are usually acquired by tho low education of some 
men in this country. We beg leave by you, Reverend Sir, 
humbly and witli the deepest eubmission, to represent to our 
wise, charitable and truly provident patrons, the Society, 
that New-London, being the seat of his Majesty's custom- 
house and so the port of greatest note in the colony, and, 
in many other respects, as a city set on a hiU which can- 
not be hid, a miesionary of mean and ordinary abilities, 
who might, perhaps, discharge the duties of his function 
with advantage in the more enclosed, remote and obscure 
settlements, where defects and inconformity to rubric and 
canon might pass witli less observation, would have a direct 
tendency to bring the Church here into contempt, and the 
more 80, as the Independent minister of this town has a well 
established character, and is in every respect the most supe- 
rior person of his order in this colony. Permit us, therefore, 
to implore the compassion of the venerable Board to a Church 
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like to bo left in a tottering and ticklish condition ; and as 
none of the ■worthy gentlemen on tlie mission already in 
New-England have mentioned their desire of being removed 
to us, and as he that waa appointed could not make us happy, 
we earnestly entreat that none may be sent that goes from 
this country but such as tho Reverend Mr. Commissary Price 
will recommend to the venerable Society to be appointed to 
this Church. We have a good character of one Mr. Clever- 
*y P]* from some worthy gentlemen of the Clergy, and as he 
has been bred up in the Church, if we can prevail on him to 
go home for orders, doubtless he will make us happy and all 
easy ; but if we fail of him, and that no other to the Com- 
missary's liking offers before he writes, then we humbly beg 
leave to rely on the choice of the venerable Board, and ear- 
nestly entreat that a gentleman regularly educated at home, 
and always bred up in the Church of England, may be sin- 
gled out for the service of the Church here, which will be 
very unlikely to keep it's ground, much less to thrive, under 
the ministry of a man of incompetent capacity, tinctnrcd 
with Independency, or, in the least, addicted to any kind of 
inconformity or vice. 



lieverend Sir, 

The last half year has produced nothing remarkable with 
regard to the Church, which continueth steadfast in the midst 
of the wildest entliuBiasms ; a most extraordinary instance of 
which happened here, in the sixth day of this instant, being 
the Loi-d's-day, when a large congregation gathered in the 
street, made a fire, and, in the sight of the sun, burned a great 
number of books of divinity, and, among others, Bishop Beve- 
ridge's Thoughts on Keligion ; and, on the next day,in a public 
assembly, threw down of wearing apparel to be burned to the 
value of one hundred pounds eterling, but by some moans 
they were restrained from executing this last attempt, 

* We think the luirae intended Is Cleveland— Ed. 
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The Society wiil observe by tbe Not. Pwrocli., here enclosed, 
that the commanicants st New-London have increased, three 
of whom are late conformists from the Independents. 

I have, since my last, beside my visit to Hebron, where 
the Church still prospers, visited Simsbury, sixty-two miles 
from New-London, wliere there is a great prospect of a flour- 
ishing Church. 

For my last quarter's salary, due mc the day of the date 
hereof, I have drawn in favour of Daniel Lothrop, which 1 
hope the Society's treasurer will honour. 
I am, Eeverend Sir, 
Yours, and the honourable Society's 

Most obedient and most humble servant, 

Samukl Seabuet. 
New-London, March 25(A, 1743. 



{Hes. Mr. Beach to the Secretary.'] 



, in New-England, 

April 20ih, 1743. 
Eeverend Sir, 

The enclosed is the state of my parish, which is very little 
altered in this last half year. My people are not at all 
shaken, but rather confirmed in their principles by the spirit 
of enthusiasm that rages among the Independents round 
about us, and many of tho Dissenters, observing how stead- 
fast our people are in their faith and praotiee, while those of 
their own denomination are easily carried away with every 
kind of doctrine, and are now sunk into the utmost confusion 
and disorder, have conceived a much better opinion of our 
Church than they formerly bad, and a considerable number 
in this colony havo lately conformed, and several Churches 
are now building where they have no minister. Indeed, 
there is scarce a town in which there is not a considerable 
number professing themselves of the Church of England, and 
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very desirous to have it settled among them ; but God only 
knows when and liow they can be provided for. "Were there 
in this country bnt one of the Episcopal order, to whom 
young men might apply for ordination without tlie expense 
and danger of a voyage to England, many of our towns might 
be supplied which now must remain destitute. To express 
this opinion to the venerable Society (I am sensible) may be 
deemed impertinent, but I am moved to it by hearing so 
frequently numbers of serious people of onr Church lament- 
ing their unhappiness, that they can rarely enjoy that wor- 
ship which they hunger and thirst after, there being so small 
a number of Clergymen in this country ; while Presbyterians, 
Independents, and all sects are here perfect in their kind. 
But, although we have not the utmost that we could wish 
for, yet I bless God for the pious care and charity of the 
venerable Society, to which it is owing that so many hun- 
dreds of souls are provided for in this government ; and had 
it not been for that, we have reason to think there would not 
have been at this day as much as one congregation in this 
colony worshipping God according to the Church of Eng- 
land. 

I have this day drawn upon the treasurer for my half year's 
salary. 

I am, Reverend Sir, yours, 

And the venerable Society's 

Obliged and obedient servant, 

John Beach. 



Stratforay in New-£nglana, 

May 16(A, 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

"We humbly presume upon the letter you wrote to tnc 
Rev. Mr. Morris, relating to Mr. Ebenezer Thomson, the 
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bearer liereof, to recommend biin to the honourable Society 
for holy orders, and a mission to one part of Mr. Morris' 
chai-ge, which has grown too extensive and hwrtheusome for 
him ; for, although your letter mentions him only with a 
view to his being appointed a eehoolmaeter, yet, considering 
how much greater necessity there ia for ministers than school- 
masters, especially in these times ot the great prevalence of 
enthusiasm and confusion in this country, we humbly hope 
tlie Society will be prevailed to admit that he be sent back 
in holy orders, with a mission, upon such a security as can at 
present be obtained of £20 sterling per annum by the people 
of Derby and Oxford ; which, although it be not directly a 
land security, (which they are providing as soon as may be,) 
yet it may be equally depended upon as though it were so ; 
since we can assure the Society that the men who have un- 
dertaken for it are sufEciently responsible, and that every 
parishioner ie, in like manner, obligated to them as they are 
to the Society, and that they are a people that do truly de- 
serve the Society's favours. 

As to Mr. Thomson, we beg leave to give this testimony 
concerning him, that he has been bred up and received both 
the degrees of Bachelor and Master of Arte at Yale College, 
New-Haven, of nine years' standing ; and ever since he left 
the College he has been very laborious, both in suffering much 
hardship and doing all the good offices he possibly could for 
promoting the interests of religion and the advancement of 
the Church of England in these parts, while at the same time 
he has had a family of his own to provide for, which now 
consists of a wife and four children, being ^bove thirty 
years of age, and he has always proved himself a person of a 
very serious and virtuous life, an orthodox and faithful son 
of the Church as by law established, and cntire?y well affect- 
ed to the present government. "We do, therefore, humbly 
hope the Society will be pleased to admit him into their ser- 
vice, and beg they would infonn us by him, when he returns, 
whether we may not, upon the same foot, recommend two or 
three more, there being as great a necessity for providing for 
Simsbury, Waterbury and Kidgefield, ' not to mention He- 
bron, which we conclude will be recommended by our breth- 
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ren in the eastward part of this government ; and there are 
three other vahiable candidates that beg leave to be em- 
ployed as soon as may be, viz., Messrs. Watkioa, Cole and 
Lamson, beside others that might be mentioned. We humbly 
take leave to subBcribe ourselves, 

The Society's, and, Reverend Sir, 
Your most faithful and obedient humble servants. 

[This letter, though written, by Mr. Jolinson, was ia the iiain« of anil signed by 



[Sen. Mr. Can-er to tlie Socrelanj.} 

Fairfield, in Mew-England, 

May 19i/i, 1743. 

Reverend Sir, 

It is the chief design of this to lay before the venerable 
Society my J!^oi. Paroch. For the last half year we have had 
no considerable alterations in the affairs of Ihe Church of Fair- 
field, every thing remaining quiet and eompoaed ; though 
the constitution of this colony, both civil and ecclesiastical, 
has received sundry violent shocks from the efi^eets of enthu- 
siasm ; but as I don't enter into affairs not immediately under 
my inspection, I have endeavoured to apply myself with 
diligence to cultivate a spirit of piety and sound religion 
among the members of ray own charge. As tlie business of 
catechising is, confessedly, an important part of the pastoral 
care, so the experience I have had of its guccess in bringing 
both children and adults to a just and worthy apprehension 
of religion, has encouraged me to proceed in it with greater 
diligence. It would be of much use, for the furthering and 
promoting these, my labours, if the venerable Society would 
be pleased to bestow upon these children a few Catechisms, 
a dozen or two of Lewis' Exposition of the Catechism, half 
a dozen of Dr. Bray's Catechetical Instructions, and a dozen 
13 
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of Common Prayer-Books, with Tate and Brady's Version of 
the Psalma. I mentioned this request to the venerable So- 
ciety about a year ago, but not succeeding, the necessity of 
the children obliges me to repeat it. 

I am, with the utmost respect and veneration, 
The venerable Society's most dutiful and obedient, 
And, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Henev Canek. 



[Sto. ifr. JohTi^a to the Arehbishop of Canterha-s-l 



Ml New-England, 

May 22(Z, 1743. 

May it please your Grace, 

This will wait on your Grace by Mr. Ebenezer Thomson, 
wbom I have several times mentioned to the Society, and 
who may truly be recommended as a person who (having 
been bred and graduated in our neighbouring College) has 
for these several years undergone much hardship and done 
much service, as far as his lay capacity would admit, in pro- 
moting the interest of religion in general, and the Cburch of 
England in particular, in these parts, having thought nothing 
too much to do or suffer that has fallen in his way for the 
sake of so good a cause, and who now goes home, with a 
good character from all the Clergy in these parts, in hope of 
a mission to Derby. But if N^ew-London should be yet a 
vacancy, I shovlld rather wish liim to be sent thither. And 
on this occasion I humbly entreat your Grace's intercBt with 
the Society, tliat whenever any vacancies happen to be made 
in thie country, either by death or removal, tiie people may 
have leave, before they are filled, to procure the Clergy to 
recommend some young gentleman, if any offers from hence, 
as there scarcely ever fails to be several (as there are now) wlio 
would gladly eerve the interests of the Society, to the utmost 
of their power, at any possible rate, and are generallv much 
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more aeceptaHe to the people, and, consequently, more buc- 
ceesful in promoting the great ends of the Society, than those 
who come hitJier, strangers to the condition of things in these 
countries. I beg yoiii' Grace will excuse me that I mention 
this, and that I again suggest the necessity of Bishops, which 
I have fresh reason to do, from the great prevalence of en 
thusiasm, and especially that mad sort of it which obtains 
among the Moravians to the westward, who are likely to 
make the greater progress, to the unspeakable damage of 
true religion, by means of having tlie Episcopal government 
among them. It is, indeed, very hard, tliat when enthusiasm 
and heresy have tlie advantage of Episcopacy to propagate 
them, the truth of the orthodox Church of England should 
not have the like advantage, for the defence and propagation 
of that. I beg yonr Grace's prayers and blessing, and re- 
main, may it please your Grace, your Grace's most dutiful 
son and most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuki. Johnson. 



[Sen. Mi: Seaiury to tie Sec7-eiari/.—£r,t!Vci.] 

Sfew-Zondoii, June 6ih, 1743. 

Koverend Sir, 

But trutli obligeth me to say that the prospect of a lai-ge 
Church at Hebron is not so good as formerly, because the 
followers of Mr. "Whitefield, Mr. Tennant, &c., do extremely 
abound there ; the dissenting teacher at Hebron having gone 
the greatest lengths in pretensions to inspiration and the sen- 
sible feeling of the Spirit, as well as into the greatest excesses 
of meetings almost every day and night. And I should the 
more rejoice in a resident minister there, because the same 
spirit of Methodism prevails mightily at New-London, in- 
creaseth my care and labours, and renders my absence on 
Sundays of dangerous consequence. The conformists, both at 
New-London and Hebron, indeed, are steadfast to the Church, 
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thoHgh t]iey are very much alarmed by the new doctrines 
and now propagation of religion, the effects of whicli are really 
surprising. Those people have meetings in New-London al- 
most every night or day, and 'tis not uncommon (as I am 
apprised by persons of good sense and integrity) to see ten or 
more seized at onee with violent agitations, many incapable of 
any decency, crying out for their damned estate, 80 past speak- 
ing at all, or so mnch, indeed, aa being imable to stand, fall 
down, as they pretend, with the weight of their gnilt ; and the 
most of those continuing thus violently exei-cised (as they say 
with conviction) but a few hours, do then receive comfort. The 
Spirit of God, they say, witnesses with their spirits, that they 
are converted and born again ; then follow immediately such 
raptures and transports of joy as are more surprising than their 
distresses. New-London has been for a week together in 
such a tumult that I was afraid the people would have been 
beside themselves. I have had my house full of people, some 
under those distresses, and others surprised at the conduct of 
their neighbours, though I thank God I have never seen any 
person in this way, but, by cool reasoning and by plain ex- 
positions of the terms of reconciliation with God, they liare 
been brought off from tJieir amazing apprehensions to a just 
notion of the doctrines of repentance and remission of sins; 
sind, beside my attendance at home for many days together 
on people thus frighted, I have been invited to preach to a 
numerous congregation at Lyme, about seven or eight miles 
from New-London, who never heard the Liturgy many of 
them, and who expressed great satisfaction in mj explanation 
of those doctrines, about whigh New-England seems at present 
BO much perplexed. 

I remain your poor, though faithful servant, 

Samuel Seabuet. 
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[Ben.Mr.Johntontot/isSearetary.]' 



Stratford^ in Wew-England, 

September 30M, 1743. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I am moBt humbly thankful to his Grace and the rest of the 
honourab)eBoard,for their kindreception of my letters andfor 
the favourable notice they have taken of what I suggested, 
and the excellent scheme they have concerted for providing 
for such young men aa offer themselves candidates from hence, 
(of -whom the number ia still increasing,) as -well as that of 
places where they might be advantageously situated ; and 
people seem, in several places, well disposed to give all the 
security they can for £20 sterling per annum, and are con- 
triving to lay out uncultivated lands for glebes, which, in the 
course of time, may be very valuable, though it must be 
some years before they can be cultivated so aa to do much 
toward the support of an incumbent. An hundred acres 
have been lately laid out for tlie perpetual use of the Church, 
within the bounds of this town, which is now worth about 
£20 sterling. 

I lately opened a new Church at Eipton, where the people 
hope, in due time, to have some young man to be placed as 
my assistant. On the Sunday following, the dissenting 
teacher, one Mills, whose praise is in the journal, being a 
great admirer of Mr. "Whitfield, reviled and declaimed 
against my sermon, which was on the subject of relative 
holiness and the reverence due to the house of God. He in- 
sisted that there is no more holiness in a Church than under 
an oak tree, &c. ; and soon after some of his followers put his 
doctrine in practice, by deHling the Church with ordure in 
several places. 

This zealous man gave out, when Mr. Whitfield first ap- 
peared, that their employing and encouraging that great re- 
former would utterly destroy the Church, root and branch ; 
but now finding the event to be the entire reverse of his 
predictions, ho is grown out of all patience with us. In the 
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mean time, while they are daily spitting out their impotent 
venom against us, I thank God we have a blessed spirit of 
peace and charity, and of zeal and unanimity, while every 
other Christian virtue is happily prevailing among my 
people, who are carrying on our new Church in the neatest 
manner, and witli great dispatch, it being within a few 
months raised and now almost covered, and we have had 
several new families added, and more seem likely to follow 
them; bat I cannot expect any enlargement of my salary 
from the people here till they have got through the great ex- 
pense of building. 

I am in much concern for the great damage I fear the 
Church in these parts will sustain by Mr, Seabury's removal, 
and Mr. Morris' Bueceeding him at Kew-London. This gen- 
tleman had the misfortune to have but little esteem among 
the people where he had officiated, and to be much despised 
by many others. I have faitlifully laboured, both with him 
and them, to prevent thia misfortune, hut so the event has 
proved, which put the people of New- London into a terrible 
consternation, when they heard he was appointed for them, 
so that they were unwilling to admit him into their Church 
till his character should be cleared up ; and applied td the 
Commissary to inquire into the grounds of that general dis- 
eeteem he laboured under, but nothing has yet been done 
about it. Tliey were advised by the Clergy here, in the mean 
time, out of duty and gratitude to the Society, to admit him 
into their Church, which, upon our advice, they immediately 
did, but yet depend upon the Commissary to take cognizance 
of the affair. What he proposes to do I have not heard, but 
whatsoever the result be, (though I earnestly wish otherwise,) 
I doubt there is little reason to expect the people there will 
be happy in him, or he in them, and I believe it would he 
well for both if they were otlierwise provided for. New- 
London is a place of considerable importance to this govera- 
ment, and the Church there was likely to flourish in a good 
degree; and it grieves me very much, that this unhappy 
affair should be an hindrance to it. I should not have said 
this much, but that I have been earnestly solicited hy that 
people to mention something of it, and that it looks unavoid- 



•d by Google 



GONNBCnCUT— 1743. 199 

rIjIo tliat the Society will be troubled with it first or last ; 
but I shall add no more, unless the Society shall have occa- 
sion to inquire of me and my brethren about it, and shall 
only Bubjoiu my Not. Paroch., whicli is as follows : 

I, No. of families within the bounds of this town, 

I am told, is about 400 

n. Ko. of baptised here and in places adjacent by 

the minister of this town, 644 

III. No. since my last, of which three were adults, . . 13 

IV. No. of actual communicants here and at Eipton, 

about .' 170 

Of which, admitted this last half year, 10 

Y. No. of those that profess the Church, families, . . 93 
VI. No., all the rest Presbyterians and Independents, 

Papists, none, 
VII. No. of heathens, beside many unbaptiaed ne- 
groes, 10 

VTH. No. of converts, &c., no remarkable instance, 
they being generally a sober, virtuous people. 

I have drawn on the treasurer for my salary to Michael- 
mas, and remain the Society's most faithful and obliged. 
And, Reverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Sam'l Johnson. 



ien. Mr. Stach to the Seerdary.] 



Reading, in Jfew-l 

October 20th, 1743. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I beg the venerable Society's direction in an affair I am 
just now perplexed with. Tiiere are about twenty families 
professing the Church at New-Milford and New-Fairfield, 
which arc about fifteen miles hence. I preach to them several 
times in a year, but seldom on the Lord's day. They fre- 
quently come to Church at Newtown, but, by reason of tlio 
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diBtance, they can't attend constantly, and tlielr families very 
seldom, and, when they can't come to Church, they meet 
together in their own town, and one of their numher reads 
some part of the common prayer and a sermon. They arc 
now building a Church, and hope in time to have a minister 
settled among them. But the IndependentB, to suppress this 
design in its infancy, having the authority in their liands, 
have lately prosecuted and fined them for their meeting to 
worship God according to the common prayer, and the same 
punishment they are like to suffer for every offence in this 
kind, although it is the common approved practice of the 
same Independents to meet for worship in their own way 
when they have no minister ; hut what is a virtue in tiiem is 
a crime in our people. The same is like to he the case in 
many other towns, in which people professing the Church are 
so far distant from a settled minister, that they cannot con- 
stantly attend the worship of God with him. 

The case of these people is very hard ; if, on tlie lord's day, 
they continue at home, they must he punished ; if they meet 
to worship God according to the Church of England in the 
best manner they can, their mulct is still greater ; and if they 
go to the Independent meeting in the town where they live, 
they must endure the mortification of hearing the doctrine 
and worship of the Church vilified, and the important truths 
of Christianity obscured and enervated by enthusiastic and 
antinomian dreams. Now I should be thankful if the vener- 
able Society would direct me what course to advise these 
people to, and if I might receive a particular instruction to 
take care of those professing tlie Church in New-Milford and 
New- Fairfield as part of my parish. I believe it would put 
me into a better capacity to protect them from the insults of 
their Independent neighbours. I have, this half year, bap- 
tised eighteen children, and admitted several more persons to 
the Lord's Supper. Tlie inclosed is the state of ray parish. I 
hare this day drawn for my half year's salary. 
I am, Kevercnd Sir, 

Yours and the Society's 

Most obedient servant, 

John Beach. 
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V. Mr. Caner to Use Bccretary.— 



Fairfield, in Ntvi-England^ 

November SOlh, 1T43. 

My parish has received no diminution and tut little in- 
crease since my last ; I beg leave, therefore, to refer to my 
nolitia parochialis inclosed for what may ho expected as to 
the present state of the Chureli in Fairfield. At Norwalk, 
Stamford and Kidgefleld, where my hrother chiefly ofSeiates, 
there liave been large accessions made to the Church of late, 
chiefly of persons who appear to Lave a serious sense of re- 
ligion, and whose good example will, I trust, have a happy 
iniiuence npon pthers. Where the late spirit of enthusiasm 
has most abounded, the Church has received the largest ac- 
cession. Many of those;- deluded people, having lost them- 
selves in the midst of error, wearied in the pursuit, as their 
passions subsided, sought for rest in the bosom and c 
ion of the Church ; and others, reflecting upon the we: 
of their former dependence, which left them exposed to such 
violent disorders, have likewise thought proper to take slielter 
under the wings of the Church. !Norwalk, Stamford, and the 
neighbouring towns, have been much visited witli this spirit- 
ual malady, hut at Pairfleld it has never obtained, though it 
has been often attempted to he introduced by Mr, Whitfield, 
and many of his followers. An epidemical sickness has pre- 
vailed in the towns last mentioned'this fall, and, among 
others, my brother has been confined by it above two 
months, which has greatly increased my burthen, the care 
of all these western Churches thus falling upon me, so that 
my timfe has been wholly taken tip in visiting the sick and 
preaching from town to town. 
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[_The Churchwardens of WaUingford to the 



WaUingford, in Ifew-England, 

December Ist, 1743. 

Eeverend Sir, 

We, the inhabitants of WaUingford, membera of the Church 
of England, make bold on behalf of onrselvea and at the re- 
quest of our brethren inhabiting in tlie neighbouring towns 
of Guilford and Branford, to inform you that vq are twenty- 
five masters of families that are members of said Church, and 
meet together every Lord's day and edify onrselves, aa well 
as we can, by reading ; and while the Eeverend Mr, Morris 
was in these parts, m'c were edified to our great comfort ; our 
number then increased, and many more were coming in to 
join UB, but he being removed from us, and Kr. J, Lyon 
cannot attend ns, we arc now destitute, and our dissenting 
brethren from year to year are distressing ua with executions 
for meeting-bouses, rates, steeples, and hells for them; bo that 
our present melancholy circumstances crave your good offices 
with the honourable Society. We are willing to do the best 
we can toward the support of a minister, and make no doubt 
but in two or three years' time we shall be able to raise £20 
sterling per annum toward the support of a minister. We 
humbly pray we may be assisted with a minister, and, might 
we choose for ourselves, we liaving experienced the Rev, Mr. 
Morris, would heartily wish he might be the person ; and 
could a method be found for quelling the perpetual demands 
of our dissenting brethren for meeting houses, rates, &c., it 
would greatly add to the growth and consolation of our dis- 
d'Ohurehee, and we, «3 in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

IIehet Bates, 1 Churchwardens, 
John Waed, J aTid several others. 
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V. Dt. Johmon to the 5«r*torJ'.] 



Stratford, in IU'ew-England^ 

January lOtk, 1743-4. 

Kevereiid Sir, 

I most hum'bly tliank you for joar good offices to Mr. 
Thomsnn, and for your kind and aifectionate letter by him, 
and your readiness therein expressed, to do any thing in your 
power toward promoting the interest of our holy religion 
•and the best of Churches in these parts of the world ; and, 
among other things, I was much obliged to you for what you 
kindly suggested to Mr. Thomson about the report you had 
heard of my going to meetings, and suffering my son to do 
so ; and I beg leave to make my apology, and explain to you 
the truth of this matter, and entreat you would make that 
use of it, in my behalf, which you shall think proper, and 
may seem to you needful ; and even to read this letter to the 
Society, if there appears to you occasion for it, in order that 
I may be freed from any mischief that may arise to me from 
any misrepresentations that may have been laid before iSiem ; 
for, I find I have enemies disposed to do me a damage, and 
those, I believe, some whom I have endeavoured to serve to 
my utmost, and for whom my tenderness and compassion has 
sometimes put me upon doing kind oflcea, even when I had 
too much reason to fear the public might suffer by it, an in- 
stance of which may possibly come into your handl. It is 
tnio Mr. Morris, in his great zeal, did complain of me to the 
Convention on those accounts, but I -wrote to the Commis- 
sary, and gave him eiich an account of my conduct as I pre- 
sume satisfied him, Jie having never remarked any thing to 
me, to the contrary, since. 

As to my own going to meeting, tne fact is, I did go to 
hear Mr. Whitfield once, wHch I presumed it would not be 
offensive for mc to do, he being in orders in our Church, and 
not then under any censure "-■i, indeed, I thought it my 
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duty BO to do, that I might be under the hetter adrantag^e- tc 
prevent the mischief I apprehended from liini and iiia fol- 
lowers among the people ; and the event has proved that I 
have, by this means, been under the greater advantage to 
withstand and quiet the late madness and enthusiasm that has 
prevailed among us, and make it turn to the great increase of 
the Church. 

It -was for the same reason that I, with two or three of my 
brethren of the Clergy, went one night in the dark, and per- 
fectly incognito, among a vast crowd, to sec and liear Daven- 
port's managements, whom we heard rave about a quarter 
of an hour, and then went away, without having been known 
there ; and tvdce in my travels, by mere accident, I happened, 
in the night, (for these mad meetings were chiefly in tlic 
night,) to come unexpectedly upon private houses where 
those wild meetings were carrying on, but soon left them, 
unknown ; by which means I happened to be an eye-witness 
of those strange doings, wiiich I gave the Society an account 
of, and have since made an advantage of my observations on 
those occasions to their confusion. Such have been the in- 
stances of my going to meeting, for which I have been 
faulted by some o\-er-zealous people, whose venomous spirit 
toward the Dissenters has very much hurt the Church, while I 
have made the best advantage of what I observed, and with 
very good suceoss, to do her service ; and this much for my- 
self. 

As to my son, it is indeed a great mortification to him and 
me, that I am obliged to send him to a dissenting College, 
or deny him any public education at all ; and rather than 
deny him a collegiate education, I confess I do not forbid 
him going to meeting when he can't help it, to which he is 
himself so averse, that nothing but mere necessity would put 
him upon it. He comes home to Church once in three weeks 
or a month, at least, at the communion, if possible, being 
fourteen miles distant, and as often as there is Church there, 
he goes to West Haven, which is four miles distant ; at other 
times he stays at home in his chamber as much as he can, 
and the rector and tutors indulge him as much as they dare, 
being friendly disposed to serve me as much as they are able 
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without hazarding the resentment of the government that 
supports them. This is the fact witli respect to my son. And 
after all, if my method of proceeding is not what the Society 
approves of, 1 am heartily willing to stand corrected, and en- 
tirely to conform to their instructions, and in hopea of a line 
from you, on this subject, for my direction. 
I remain, Kcvercnd Sir, 

Tour most obliged and obedient. 

Humble servant, 

Sam'l Johnsoh. 

P. 8. — ^Sincc my last, here ia an ingenious gentleman, one 
Mr, Prince, of very considerable learning, having been fifteen 
years a fellow of Harvard College, in Cambridge, who has 
conformed to the Church, and li\"es at present in this town, 
and desires to serve the Ciiurcli in holy orders, and would 
willingly go home in the spring; and here is an honest 
neighbouring dissenting teacher, who will vory soon appear 
for the Church, and probably bring the greatest part of his 
congregation with him, and I wish it may be in the Society's 
power to settle a small pension upon him, and fiend him back 
in holy orders to his people, if he should wait on thera for 



that 



pur^iose. 



Yours, as above. 



ICUrg'j of Coimeakat to the Sea-eiari/..—}<:xtract.] 

Norwalh, March 28th, 1 T44-. 

Reverend .Sir, 

And we can with the same integrity recommend tlic people 
of Stamford, Greenwich and Horse Neck, whose petition for a 
minister to reside among them was laid before the Society 
by the Eev'd Isaac Brown, when he went home for orders. 
These people have been much persecuted by the dissenting 
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govemment, for ■when they would have rewarded the Ber. 
Mr. 'VP'etmore for his monthly attendance in officiating among 
them, hy paying their proportion of the rates, according to 
an express law of the colony, they were prevented by a very 
oppressive judgment of the court ; and though they have 
heen put to great difficulties, yet the Church has much in- 
creased, especially eince Mr. Kichard Caner was sent to Nor- 
walk, and there is a good prospect of their increasing much 
more, if they can obtain Mr. Miner to settle among them, 
now the confusions of Methodism are prevailing, as they 
have donevery muchof late, in that part of the government. 

Mr. Miner is a gentleman well qualified to serve that peo- 
ple, and they have an earnest desire to obtain him. He is a 
late convert from tho Dissenters, convinced of tlie necessity 
of conformity, chiefly by occasion of the late mischiefs of en- 
thusiasm. He was for above twelve years a teacher among 
the Dissenters, much esteemed by them both for his preach- 
ing and good behaviour. 

"We subscribe, with our humblest duty to tlie Society^ 
Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

S. JoHNSOK, KiCHAKD CaNEK, 

Jas. TVetmoee, James Lyoms, 
Henet Oanek. 



[(jJurcSwBrrffns, at Sirmburs, ioihsSockty. — Extract.] 

Simsbury, April \Qth, 1744. 

Eeverend Sir, 

"We have built a convenient Church, and purchased a glebe 
of fifty acres adjacent to our Church, and in good order ; we 
have heen a Society for four years, and liave almost con- 
stantly for that time carried on sermons and a form of prayer, 
and yet, notwithstanding all tiiis, the Independents, by force 
and under a pretence of authority, have carried away our 
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estates, to snpport their teachers, to build their meeting- 
houses, and procure their parsonages. Enthusiasm and error 
have much prevailed among ns ; but of late they have run 
into parties, so that, in a meeting-house adjacent to us, they 
cannot agree abont calling a teacher, and many of them and 
of our ncighbonrs, by the occasional visits of the Reverend 
Mt. Lyons, incline to the Church, having nothing so much to 
object against as the want of ft settled minister. Onr Clergy 
have advised ns to Mr. Gibbs, as a modest, virtuons gentle- 
man and well qualified to serve us, but as we are not able to 
support him suitably to the dignity of that station and char- 
acter, we trust that the venerable Society, in tlieir great wis- 
dome, will allow us their charitable assistance. 
We are, Eeverend Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 
■ • William Case, 



[ifeo. Mr. PundmiM U the Secretary.— Exiract.'\ 

iT. Qroton, April 9th, 1744. 

Keverend Sir, 

As I am at present the only missionary in this half of the 
government and part of Rhode Island, I would earnestly re- 
commend it to the venerable Board, as soon as possible, to 
supply the vacancy at New- London, and, if possible, to erect 
a mission at Stonington and Charlestown, where the harvest 
would, undoubtedly, be very plenteous, were there a resident 
labourer of a virtuous character. I preached at Charlestown 
last Sunday to a considerable congregation. 
I am. Reverend Sir, yours. 

And the Society's real friend and servant, 

EbEn'b PDHDEKeOH". 
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\Bee. Mr. Lyons is the Sea-dory. — Kxiract.] 

Derby, May Uh, 1744. 

Reverend Sir, 

At 3. place called Guilford, ■wbero there are two Independ- 
ent congregations in the compact part of tbe town, and 
where, also, the worship of our Chnrch has not till lately 
made its entrance, X liave preached several times, baptised 
three children, and eight families (confiisting of thirty-six 
children Lesido adults) have declared their conformity, and 
id testimony thereof, have subscribed a paper wliich I formed 
for that pnrpose, and many of them have oeeasionally com- 
])innicated since that time. At Milford and New-Haven 
there are a few members of our Church, but caro is taken, at 
the last of those places especially, that they should not in- 
crease, the rector and tutors of the College there having, of 
late, suffered none of the students (except the children of pro- 
fessed Cimrchmen) to attend my lectures. At West Haven 
I have baptised two children and officiated frec[uently. At 
Derby and Oxford I have had sixteen new communicants, 
at tbe last of which places I have baptised seven children, 
and catechised at Derby ; biit having committed the care of 
registering the baptisms there to one of the Chnrehwardens, 
he obstinately refused to show me the lists, which naturally 
induces me to present my venerable patrons with a short 
sketch of my grievances at this same Derby. As soon as 
they had advice of my appointment, and from what country 
I came, and, indeed, before I arrived among them, they 
abused me, calling mo an " Irish Teague and Foreigner," with 
many other reflections of an uncivilized and unchristian kind ; 
they boasted they should soon discover me, meaning, I sup- 
pose, they would either find or fasten some thing upon me 
relating to my character or conduct whereby they might get 
rid- of me. ITnder these disadvantages I entered on that part 
of my mission, but, by care and diligence, conciliated myself 
to tlicm, 'till the Eeverend Mr. Thompson, of Scitnatc, came 
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up amongst them, ■whose conduct kindled a fire that ia not 
extinguished. In my absence, and whilo he was among them, 
they appointed a vestry ■without my privity, and let me know 
nothing of their intents till four days before that meeting, of 
their own appointment; meanwhile, they secreted from me 
the Society's letter, and when I insisted on seeing it, asserted 
they had no occasion to consult me, nor make mo privy to 
their purposes, so I did not see it till two days before that 
meeting. From Mr. Thompson's conduct and theirs, I be- 
came clearly convinced that they were mutually of the inind 
to bring him into my mission. At their instance, I indicated 
a regular vestry, and at that, tho appointment of a committee 
to find a suitable tract of land for a glebe. I encouraged 
them all in my power, and exhorted them to order, peace and 
unanimity, but to little effect, for at a vestry held in Kaetcr 
Week, some of their leading men asserted they ■would not as- 
sist in getting a glebe unless on condition to have their own 
countryman to iill tJie Church. They alleged they ■were ac- 
quainted with the venerable Society's mind in that matter, 
which, they said, had left them to their choice, and had 
agreed to make it a rule that every country should he fur- 
nished with missionaries of their own raising (as they phrase 
it.) It wonld be too tedious to record all the abuse and in- 
sults I have received at Derby ; so many and so severe, that 
some of themselves, more moderate than tlio rest, remonstra- 
ted to them the danger they were iu of losing the mission by 
their abuses to me. They answered, they did not care if it 
was sunk, they could soon renew it, and had rather have it 
sunk in the deepest part of tho sea than have it in an itine- 
rancy ; though I have ofQeiated in that place above one-third 
of my time, and am, tbrough God's goodness, hitherto irre- 
provable in doctrine and practice. !My New-England breth- 
ren of the Clergy here are so fond of their own countrymen 
that, were there never so much occasion for it, either here or 
at the Board, they would be at little pains to do my character 
justice ; and in a little time tiiey hope to get rid of missionaries 
that are not country born, or, at least, that no more of Eu- 
ropean education be sent ; and then what face the Church 
here will put on, is as easy as it is unpleasant to foresee. If 
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the insults of Derby are not redressed, it ■will be ia vain to 
send any European, especially into this colony, whether as 
resident or itinerant. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, 

Tonr most obedient, humble servant, 

James Lyohs. 



[j&e. Mr. Caner to Ihe Seeretary.—Mxiraa.] 

Fairfield, in H'ew-Eiglandf 

May lOth, 1744. 

Reverend Sir, 

The present state of my own parish does not yieia me all 
the satisfaction 1 could wisli. The late enthusiasm never 
made much progress here, and, indeed, the temper of the 
people is generally rather faulty in the otlier extreme, a cold, 
Laodicean disposition, an inconsiderate neglect of the great 
duties of religion, a visible deadness and formality, is what, 
at present, gives me most concern, and prevents the success 
of my administrations. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, your most obedient. 

And most humble servant, 

IIeney Canee. 



Laodicean ooldnesa compluued of,] 



T/« Membirsof the Church in, Xorthbary to tie Seci-etary.] 

Northhury, May 28i/i, 1744. 

The representation and humble petition of the members of 
the Church of England, in Northbory, in tiio township of 
Waterbury, in the colony of Connecticut, in New-England, 
and the members of said Church, dwelling in other places 
nearly adjoining, humbly eheweth : 
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"We were all educated in this land, under the inatmction of 
Independent teachers, or (as they -would be called) Presby- 
terians; and consequently, -we were prejudiced strongly 
against the Church of England from our cradles, until ^-e 
had the advantage of books from your Keverend missionaries 
and others, whereby we began to see with our own eyes that 
things were not aa they had been represented to our view ; 
and Mr. "Whitfield, passing through tliia laud, condemning 
all but liis adherents, and liis followers and imitators, by their 
insuiferable enthusiastick whims and extemporaneous jargon, 
brought in such a flood of confusion amungst us, that we be- 
came sensible of the unseriptural method we had always been 
accustomed to take in our worship of God, and of the weak- 
ness of the pretended constitution of the Churches (so called) 
in tliis land ; whereupon, we fled to the Churcli of England 
for safety, and are daily more and more satisfied we are safe, 
provided the purity of our hearts and Uvea be conformable to 
hei" excellent doctrine; and that it is the best constituted 
Church this day in the world. 

Hehkt Cook, Isaac Castel, 

Bakhauy Fokd, John How, 

TnoMAs Claselee. 



[BfD.Mr, Ctmertaihe SecrsUiry. — Extract-I 

Fairfieldy in New-England, 

N'ommber IZth, 1744. 

Keverend Sir, 

"We daily expect a new storm from the daily irregular ex- 
cursions of Mx. Whitfield ; he has not yet begun his pro- 
gress, having been under afflictions for the loss of his only 
child, and, since that, visited with dangerous sickness him- 
self; his sickness still continues, and whether it shall please 
God to continue him a scourge to these Churches is yet un- 
certain. 
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Siratfordy in Jfew-JLngland, 

F^uary l%h, 17M-5. 
Eeyerend Sir, 

I obsen-e the Society has eome to a resolution not to re- 
ceive any for the future, witliout liberty first obtained for 
tliem to go home, &c. This order, as far as I was concerned, 
I shall dutifully observe; but, as it is expressed in the most 
general terms, I beg leave to ask whether it is to be under- 
stood of any at all, even though their view were only to 
supply any vacancy that may happen, or -whether it be not 
rather the Society's meaning, that none eliall go with a view 
to any new mission to be erected, without leave first ob- 
tained. It is of this last case, I humbly presume, the Society 
would be understood, because it would seem hard, and might 
be very detrimental to tlio Church, for the people to be so 
long destitute, as the time would require to send and receive 
{be Society's answer. 

I humbly hope this resolution of the Society -will not be 
understood to look back so as to defeat the hopes of Messrs. 
Miner and Lamson, when it shall please God to deliver them 
from their captivity.* 

As to Mr. Prince, who is now teaching a school, all I can 
say of liim from my own knowledge is, that ever since he has 
been in those parts, which is now almost two years, his be- 
haviour has been not only entirely unexceptionable, but very 
amiable. He was, it is true, rejected from Harvard College, 
but I understood it not to be from immorality, but for his 
resolutely, and, perhaps, too warmly adhering to what he 
thought right, and publiehing his reasons (not since answer- 
ed) in a controversy among tliem relating to the government 
of the College; which occasioned, indeed, great obloquy 



•d by Google 



coHNEcrrcuT— 1744-S. 213 

against him, and made the Convention doubtful about em- 
ploying him, but they at length came to this conclusion, (if 
I remember xight,) tliat if he brought sufficient certificates of 
his good behaviour for two years from that time, ■\vhicb was 
last May, tbey should he willing to recommend him. As to 
his writing against the three creeds, it is -utterly groundless; 
all the pretence for it was, that about twelve years ago ho 
published a piece upon: the, resurrection of Christ, wherein 
he has a slant of two or threewords about composing creeds, 
or something to that effect, and ho told me at tliattimehe 
had imbib^ some loose latitudinarian notions from reading 
Chubb, and the Independent "Whig, &c., which he had long 
since been convinced were very erroneous, of which he gave 
satisfaction to Dr. Cutler by a letter to him. However, as to 
all these things, I beg leave to refer yoit to the Eev. Mr, Da- 
venport, a very worthy member of the Society, now going 
home, who ia much better acquainted with what concerns 
Mr. Prince, in that government, than I am. 
I remain, Eevercnd Sir, 
Your meet faithful and most obedient servant, 

Samtiei. JonxsoN. 



[Hei: Mr. Johnson to tJie Seerdayy. — Extrad.l 

Stratford, in JS'&w-England, 

March ZOth, 1745. 

Keverend Sir, 

And as there is such a growing disposition among the 
peoplein many places to forsake the tenets of enthusiasm and 
confusion, so there is a like disposition increasing in the Col- 
lege, where there are already ten children of the Church, and 
several sons of dissenting parents, that are much inclined to 
conform. I was there last week, and was much pleased witli 
their exercises ; among the rest, there was one layman, a per- 
son of good character, (beside Messrs. Marsh and Mansfield, 
mentioned in my last,) who desired me to mention him to the 
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Society as a eandidato for the ministry. Thus, the harvest is 
l/xrge and the labourers not a few, who would gladly be em- 
ployed, and be content with aa moderate wages aa can bo 
thought tolerable, whenever the Society ehall be in a dispo- 
eition to employ them, t>t any of them, 

Though the niadnesa of the late enthusiaBm has much 
abated, the venom of it still continues, and, I fear, rather in- 
creases, and operates in a violent manner in many places 
against the Church ; so that no sooner does any person in 
authority appcarfor the Church, but he is soon displaced, and 
some bitter creature set up by the government in his room ; 
and in some places, notwithstanding the law they had made 
in our favour, they have of late taxed the lands of the Church 
people in common with the Dissenters, toward the support 
of their ministers. I have myself lately had no less than ten 
pounds of our money forced from me, toward maintaining 
three of the worst creatures in tlio government, being taxes 
raised upon some lands I had in the places where they were 
teachers. But what I would mention as the greatest griev- 
ance of this kind, is the case of the Church people at Derby, 
who are forced to pay such a land tax in their own town to 
a dissenting teacher and meeting-house in one of their vil- 
lages, (when they have a Church of their own to finish and 
a minister to provideior,) the amount of which, in the whole, 
will be very considerable. 

I am, Beverend Sir, 
Your most obliged, obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



{StV. Mr, Lyons to tie Secretar-^'.-~Ei-^rad.] 

Mew'ffaven, May SOiiA, 1745. 

Reverend Sir, 

The conformists at West Haven increase, and they have 
almost finished the Church. In many other places (too 
tedious to mentiort) our Church begins to gain ground in 
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epite of many disadvantages. At Wallingford and Cheshire, 
the Dissenters take, by distress, the Churchmen's estates, to 
build, repair, and keep clean their meeting-houaes ; and, 
thougli tliey have had several trials in our courts, they always 
lose their cases. The people of Derby still continue divided 
by a national spirit that prevails, and is industriously propa- 
gated by some of them and the neighbouring Clergy ; how- 
ever, after all attempts made, and unchristian means used, 
by some to render me unacceptable, (by hauling me once and 
again before an Independent justice of the peace, as I men- 
tioned in some former account,) yet, through the goodness of 
God, my innocence and integrity protected me, and I continue 
irreprovable, having a good understanding with the most of 
my extensive mission, and even with many of Derby, who 
are grieved with the irregular proceedings of that Ifational 
party. 

I am. Reverend Sir, yours, &c., &c., 

James Ltons. 



[liei!. Mr. GMs la (he S!crelai^.-~Exti-ad.'] 

Simshury, June 26iA, 1745. 

Reverend Sir, 

The Church seems to be in a promising condition, and I 
am not without hope that there will be a great increase in 
time. I have now twenty communicants, and have baptised 
eight. The Churchmen here have been much oppressed by 
the Dissenters, vi^ho have taken from them seventy pounds 
toward building their meeting-house and settling their min-r 
ister. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your meet humble and obedient servant, 

WlLLTAM G3B3, 
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[Bev. Mr, Johnson to the Secretary.—Ettrad.} 

Stratfordj in New-England, 



I, 17i5, 

Reverend Sir, 

I am very glad tie Society !iaa made the providiiij^ a par- 
sonage-house the conditions of the continuance to old mis- 
sions. This is a very reasonahle and happy exchange for a 
former proposal of making an house and glebe the condition 
of opening new missions, which was very difficult and dis- 
couraging to many new places. 

I have, by favour of Mr. Tesey, seen the sermon, and ab- 
stract you mention relating to tlie Moskito Indians, but do 
not know of any missionary willing to move to that distance, 
it being very remote from these parts, and thought to be an 
unhealthy climate. Mr. Prince, however, is willing to under- 
take, if the Society shall think proper to employ him, and I 
am infonned that the Commissary is well satisfied with re- 
spect to the objections that were alleged against him, and is 
willing to recommend him ; and in order thereunto, I have 
sent hiiri a good testimonial from these parts where ho has 
resided chiefly above two years. I hope he may be the 
bearer of tliis letter, or, at least, go home in the spring, and 
am persuaded if he can have his health, he may do very good 
service in such a mission as you propose- 
As I may not have opportunity again after Michaelmas, I 
beg leave to add that I have continued, once in awhile, to 
visit Middletown and Guilford, where there continues to be 
a good prospect, and the College remains in the same dispo- 
sition as when I wrote last. Another promising youth offers 
his service, one of Bishop Berkeley's scholars, whose name 
is Colton, and he, with the other two I mentioned before, 
Manxfield and Lyman, beg leave to hope they may be em- 
ployed by the Society about two years hence, wheii they will 
be of full age, and in the mean time are devoting tliemselves 
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to pursue sucli studies, under my direction, as may qualify 
tliem for it. 

It is a mighty grief to us to hear of the death of our friend, 
Mr. Miner, the case of "whose disconsolate widow and father- 
less children is very pitiable ; he wonld have been a very 
useful man if he had lived; nor do we yet hear since of Mr. 
Lamson. Would to God we had a Bishop to ordain here, 
which would prevent such unhappy disasters. 
I remain, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient and humble servant, 



[Set). Mr. Fandersoii to the Secrstari/.-^Exlract.\ 

Hf. Grotm, October Sih, 1745. 

Eeverend 8ir, 

Since my last I liave been to Stafford, preached and bap- 
tised some children. Mr. Payne, of whom I acquainted the 
Society in my last, proposes, by divine permission, (having 
obtained leave from the Society,) to come home next sum- 
mer. He has only a wife and two children, and there is no 
missionary within near fifty miles, and the country pretty 
well inhabited. 

Tlio third Sunday in September I preached in New-Lon- 
don, desired the congregation to meet upon the next day, 
which they did, and voted to procure a house as soon as pos- 
sible for their next missionary. One of the members of that 
Church has given a convenient and valuable spot of land for 
tiiat purpose ; they have generously subscribed to the build- 
ing of said house, which 1 hope will be fit to live in by the 
beginning of next snmmer. I verily think it a piece of jus- 
tice duo to that congregation in general, to assure the Soci- 
ety that, according to their abilities, they are a generous good 
sort of people, and they continue firm and unshaken, 
lieverend Sir, yours, and the Society's 

Most obedient and obliged servant, 

Eben'k Pumdekbon. 



•d by Google 



CHUKCH DOCDMENTB. 



[The Ckurckwardaia of Went Haven to the Society. —Extract.] 

West Haven, October 2&ih, 1745, 

Eeverend Sir, 

We beg leave to represent the state of our part of the mis- 
sion to the venerable Board, as the parish of "West Haven is 
small, and the inhabitants poor. The Dissenters were not 
able, after our conformity, to support their teacher by a min- 
isterial rate, so tliat they liave sold tlie glebe land, and had 
money ont of the treasury, which, with some additions made 
by t)ie parish, founded a bank, the interest of wiiieh supports 
their teacher, which weakens our hands and hinders the 
conformity of Dissenters, as they expect to contribute to the 
support of ours if they conform. 

We are, Keverend Sir, 

Your moat obliged, humble servants, 

John HTrMPHKEVitE, 1 „, , 

^ > Churchwardena, 

Joseph Peimdle, ) 



[^EfV. Mr. Johjiton to the Secret 

Stratford, in 



k March, 1746. 



Reverend Sir, 

I have once or twice mentioned the case of the people o( 
our Church at Ripton, a parish of tliis town, under my care, 
where there are fifty-one families that have built a Church 
about eight miles from hence. They have been so undenia- 
bly importunate to have the service and sermons read among 
them to prevent their children from straggling and going to 
meeting, that I have this winter indulged their importunity 
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in permitting my son to read to them, whose Bervices therein 
have been very acceptable to them, and they beg me to men- 
tion him to the Society, with their earnest desires that he 
may be allowed as a catechist and reader for them, and would 
allow Iiim seventy or eighty pounds our currency, which is 
equa.1 to about ten pounds sterling. As to my son, I shall 
only beg leave to eay, tliat I thank God he has good abilities, 
and that I have spared no pains to cultivate them in the test 
manner circumstances will admit of. lie will shortly enter 
his 20th year, and has took his Bachelor's degree almost two 
years ago ; the chief Greek and Latin classics were then so 
familiar to him, that he merited Bishop Berkeley's premium 
in this College, and he has taken mnch pains to qualify him- 
self in all other parts of leai'ning ; particularly, ho has read 
much of our best Knglish philosophers and divines for hia 
years, and is now studying the Hebrew, and Antiquities, 
both sacred and profane. But whether he wilt make di- 
vinity or law the business of hia life, ho has not yet resolved, 
I am, Eeverend Sir, your most obliged, 

And most obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[2iev. Mr, Caner to the Seerdary. — Exlrttd.'\ 

Fairfield, in Jfew-England^ 

N'ovember 10th, 1746. 

Sir, 

As to Norwalk and Stamford, I am afraid the interest of 
the Church loses ground in those places, for want of a more 
constant service than I can supply them with. And I can- 
not help repeating my earnest desire that the Society will 
either supply these places, or, by some further provision, en- 
able me to supply them by an assistant. Here are sundry 
young gentlemen, ready to enter into the Society's service, 
who would bo very acceptable to these people. The Society 
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will excuse me that I am solieitons for the welfare of a people, 
chiefly, under God, the fruit of my own diligence, that I may 
not see the labour of almost twenty years bestowed in vain. 
I am the venerable Society's 

Most dutiful and obedient, and, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Hbnet Oasbb. 



[Rev. Mr. Oibbs to the Secretary.'] 

Simahury, Nefis-Englwnd, 

October %M, 1746, 
Keverend Sir, 

I presume to write, at the same time hoping and wishing 
for the prosperity of the Church here, which is environed 
among a number of its enemies, who are continually wishing 
for its overthrow. The Independents, who have been hereto- 
fore very rude, bold and insolent toward those of the Churcli , 
by forcing and obliging them to pay to the Diaaenters, do 
yet, Bome of them, persist in the same manner, and Iiave 
obliged a communicant of my Church, though, indeed, be- 
longing to another town, viz., Farmington, about fifteen miles 
distant, to pay toward the repairing of their meeting-house, 
and threatened hard for his refusing to pay. 

And another communicant of mine, of the same town, do 
they very much threaten. Thus bold and daring are they to 
all that profess themselves of the Church. 

I would further acquaint the honourable Society that the 
prejudices of the people toward the Church wear off by de- 
grees, and they begin to be more enlightened about it, and I 
am not wanting in my endeavours to instruct them as to the 
same. 

I have baptised, since the eighth of May last, ten children, 
one of whichi baptised at Litchfield, near thirty miles west 
of Simsbury, where I was desired to preach ; and another at 
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Middletown, twenty-seven miles southward, and I have five 
new commnni cants added. 

I pray God for the enlargement of the Church in these 
parts, and hope it may increase more and more, which is the 
earnest wish of hini who subscribes himself, 
'Hie Society's most obedient 

And humble servant, 

William Gibbs. 



IJiea. Mr. Pati'Unait lo the Seerdai-y.'] 

K. Groton, Uh October, 1746. 

Reverend Sir, 

As I am the only missionary the Society have at present in 
the eastern half of the government, I think it my duty, in the 
most pressing manner, to solicit tlie Society's further assist- 
ance to New-London, Charlestown and Hebron ; especially 
Ifew-London. In behalf of that people I can plead with 
great assurance of success, as they have complied witii the 
terms on which the venerable Society suspended their assists 
ance ; having set up and covered a very good house which, 
in a few weeks, may be made a comfortable habitation. 

With regard to Hebron, which I visit twice a year, and 
therein administei' the Sacraments, I have tliis to observe, 
that when I was there last, which was the last day of Au- 
gust, there were about forty communicants, and six children 
baptised. Tiie day following I preached them a sermon, 
after which they unanimously subscribed ^803 10s. for tlie 
pureliase of thirty acres of exceedingly good land, (the donor 
gave £30,) a deed of which I shall transmit with this letter, 
and beg leave earnestly to recommend to the venerable Board 
tlio supply of a people so steadfast and zealous, and who have 
. not a missionary within near forty miles of them. I presume 
there wonld be as large an addition to them as to any con- 
gregation in the government, if they were supplied with a 
pious and faithful minister. The Thursday following, 1 
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preached a sermon in Litchfield, about eighty miles from my 
honse, where there is a considerable number of conformists, 
who performed their part of the divine service with propriety 
and reverence. I furnished them with some books, and trust 
there will be additions to them. 

I must also beg leaTO to refresh the memories of the vener- 
able Board with respect to the melancholy state of Charles- 
town, where there is great need of a resident missionary. 
The deed of forty acres of good land given to that Ciuirch, I 
hope has reached the Society 'ere tliis, having been sent with 
my letters of April 4th. The state of the Church in Groton 
and the adjacent towns remains much the same, but I hope 
will soon increase, the Independent teacher in this place 
having left Lis people, and 'tis the general opinion that they 
will not be able to settle another. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, yours, and tho Society's 

Most faithful friend and servant, 

Eben'k Pundeeson. 



[See. Mr. Johnson to l?te Senrelai-y.— Extract.'] 

Stratford, in New-England, 

October Isi, 1746. 

Keverend Sir, ■ 

Since my last, I have received the Bible and Common 
Prayer-Books safe, for which wo are all very tliankful. My 
son continues to read and instruct the youth at liipton witii 
good success, and the Chnrch there flourishes. I continue to 
visit them, and administer tho Sacraments to them once in two 
or three months, and they are going on to finish their Church. 
My Chnrch also flourishes in this parish, where two new 
families are added, and I have baptised twenty-four, and ad- 
mitted eight communicants since last March, whereof one is 
a negro man. I have also visited Middletown.and Guilford, 
where the Church keeps its ground, though I cannot say it 
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mnch increases for want of ministers. A love to the Chnrch 
is still gaining in the College, and four more, whose names 
are Allen, Lloyd, Sturgeon and Chandler, liave declared 
themselves candidates for holy orders ; and there seems a very- 
growing disposition toward the Church, in the town of New- 
Haven, as well as in the College, so that I hope tliere will, 
'ere long, he a flourishing Church there. I have heretofore 
desired leave for Messrs. Dibble and Learning to go for or- 
ders, and am now desired to ask the same for Messrs. Mans- 
field and Allen, as soon as the Society can bo in a disposition 
to receive them. Mr. Cole, for whom I wrote long since, is, 
I doubt, discouraged, having lieard nothing from him in a 
great while, I presume it probable, that leave was given 
him to go home, by Mr. Dean ; but as we have not heard a 
word of him since lie left London, we have too mucli reason 
to fear he is lost. K this should prove to be the case, (as 
Mr. Lyons is said to be removed, and Mr. Dean to have been 
appointed to succeed him at Derby,) the people there are 
very desirous that Mr. Mansfield may have leave to go for 
them, where they are providing a glebe; and Waterbury 
having also provided one, begs to have a minister for them- 
selves, with Il^orthbury and Litchfield, and that Mr. Cole 
may have leave to go for them, or one other of the candi- 
dates, if Mr. Cole be otherwise provided for. New-London 
is also providing a house, and Mr. Cole or Mr. Lloyd would 
do well for them. 

I am, Reverend Sir, yonr most obliged 

And most obedient, humble servant, 
Samuel Joi 



lSei>. Mr. Caatf to ike Sicrdary.^EHraa.} 

Fairfield, in New-England^ 

May nth, 1746. 

Sir, 

I have not been favonred witii an answer to either of my 
two letters of November and December past, requesting some 
further provisions for the Chnrch at Norwalk. Tiie sufi'cr- 
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ing condition of that Chureli, iiotwitliEtanding my utmost 
care, obliges me to renew my request, and humbly beg that 
the venerable Society -will give that people leave to recom- 
mend some young gentleman home, in their own favour, or 
mate such other provision for them as the Society shall think 
proper. I mentioned in my last their having purchased a new 
bouse and garden spot for tlic uso of a minister, to ■which 
they propose to add some convenient pasturage as soon as 
they have finished their new Church, which at present lies 
pretty heavy upon them. Beside the provision already made, 
they offer to raise twenty pounds sterling per annum, which 
I think they will be able to advance, because the taxes levied 
by the government here in favour of a minister amount to 
about fifteen pounds sterling, and they will doubtless exert 
themselves to raise five pounds more than what is exacted of 
them by law. 

The Church of Norwalk is, I think, the largest and most 
promising Church in this colony, which makes me the more 
solicitous to have some better provision made for it than I 
am capable of bestowing that way consistently with a proper 
care of other Churches ; and this, also, will, I hope, plead my 
excuse with the venerable Society for the repeated trouble I 
give them upon this subject. 

As to Fairfield, nothing new or uncommon has occurred 
since my last. The condition of the Church is, I think, 
nothing worse, I am afraid I must add, nor much better, 
since my last account. Indeed, in these times of war and 
confusion, {in which we also have had our share,) which are 
often attended with greater degrees of licentiousness and cor- 
ruption of manners, I am apt to flatter myself that our 
labour is not wholly lost, if we may be instrumental in pre- 
serving religion from decay, even though no great progress 
should be made in its advancement. 

The particular state of these Churches will appear from the 
notitia parochiaZis enclosed, and to which I beg leave to refer, 
I am the Society's most dutiful and obedient, 
And, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Heskt Can be. 
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Simsbury, May Sth, 17i6. 
Reverend Sir, 

I take the freedom to write, and, at the same time, represent 
the condition of the Church here. It ia sitnated back of the 
great river Connecticut eight miles ; close ty are a number 
©f large commodious towns, Hartford being the chief and a 
GDuntj town, and about ten miles from Simsbury. The 
Church licre seems to be well sitnated, and I am not without 
hopes of its growth, notwithstanding it is environed and sur- 
rounded by so great a number of staunch enemies to it, and 
those who call themselves " new lights," who are of a bitter 
and inveterate spirit toward the Church. I have not been 
wanting since my being hero in my endeavours to enlighten 
these people, in the Church, as to the feasts and fasts of the 
Church, and in teaching and catechising their children. I 
have spread about several books of the Society's, which have 
been very beneficial. Dr. King being very much in request. 

I hare belonging to the Church here forty families, twenty- 
six persons, communicants, and have baptised since July last 
thirteen children. I hope to see the Church prosperous and 
flourishing here ; people's prejudices begin to wear more off, 
and I pray God to open their eyes that they may see and know 
better, and that tliey may bo brought into the Church, that 
so we may glorify God witli one heart and mind. 
I beg leave to subscribe myself the Society's 
Host obedient, humble servant, 

^TlLLIAU GlEBS, 
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[Sen. Mr. Punderson, to the Secretary.] 

Groton, April Uh, 1746, 

Eeverend Sir, . 

It is witli a very sensible pleasure that I can acquaint the 
venerable Society with the almost daily increase of our 
Church, and that the opinions of most sober, considerate 
persons grow more favourable toward it ; particularly, I am 
rejoiced upon Mr. John Whitney's embracing the Church, 
and resolving, by divine Providence, with the Society's aid, 
to come over in the fall for holy orders. He is a person of 
an excellent moral character, good sense, and of a niild dis- 
position. The people in JSTcw- London are very desirous (if 
they should not be supplied before) that he maybe appointed 
for them. The conformists, also, of Stonington, where he 
lives, together with those of Charlestown and Westerly, are 
fond of haying him, if the Society are able and willing to 
erect them into a mission. The harvest is truly great, and at 
present no labourer in this half of the government but my- 
self, of the Episcopal order, and, with the most sincere grati- 
tude, I bless God that my labours are not in vain, I esteem 
it a singular Providence, tliat in Ifew-London the Church 
have lost none in their long vacancy, but wait with patience. 
A deed of the land given by a worthy member of the Church, 
which is, I suppose, worth ^£300 our money, will be trans- 
mitted with my letter; a frame of a house worth £100 is al- 
ready got, and they are daily forwarding it. 

Capt, Mnmford, with wliom Mr. Dean embarked, is not yet 
arrived ; we fear he is taken or foundered. By him I had 
expectations of a letter from the venerable Society, whom 
I fervently pray God daily to enlarge, and make a more 
extensive blessing to mankind in general, and this land in 
particular, 

I am, with the greatest respect, Eoverend Sir, 

Yours, and the Society's faithful friend and servant, 
Eeen'k Pundkkson, 
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Heading, in Connecticut, in 2f. E., 

AprU 2(?, 1746. 
Reverend Sir, 

All that I have at present to aeq^naint tlic venerable Socie- 
ty -with, beside what is contained in the enclosed, is, that we 
have erected another Church at Newtown, -which is forty-six 
feet long, thirty-five broad, and twenty-five np to the roof. 
It is a strong, neat building, and though it be small, yet, 
considering the poverty of people in these now settlements, 
and that the parish being sixteen miles in length, we must 
have two Churches in it, it is a considerable charge to that 
part of the parish, who have contributed cheerfully, some 
thirty, some fifty, and one man two hundred pounds this 
currency ; while our neighbours of the Independent persua- 
sion have tlieir meeting-houses buiit by a tax laid by tlie 
government upon all the land in the parish. And in this 
parish all who go to meeting are exempt from paying any 
thing toward the support of the government, hut as sooa 
as any join in the worship of the Church of England they 
immediately lose tliat privilege. But the more we are 
oppressed, though there may be several professors of the 
Church of England, yet, I hope, we shall be the more sincere 
in onr profession ; and it is very certain that our people gener- 
ally expend more by far for the support of religion than their 
neighbours of the dissenting persuasion. 

If the \enerable Society would think it reasonable to send 
me four dozen Common Prayer-Books, with Tate and Brady's 
version of the Psalms, and two dozen of the Whole Duty of 
Man, they should be carefully distributed among the poorer 
people, by, 

Reverend Sir, yours, 

And the venerable Soeiety'd 

Host obedient and humble servant, 

John Beach. 
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[Jlev. Mr. Lammn to tJ^e Secrelarg.'] 



S^orih CasUe, in the Parish of Sye, 

February Idth, 1746-7. 

Ileverend Sir, 

The mifisioii at Fairfield having become vacant by tlie 
Keverend Mr. Caner's acceptance of an invitation to Boston, 
the Episcopal congregation at Fairfield, by advice of the 
Keverend Mr. Caner, have invited me to accept that mission, 
if the venerable Society ■will be pleased to bestow it upon 
me at tlicir request and mine, in which, there being such a 
universal concurrence, without an exception, I could not but 
think it an encouragement to hope that my labonra among 
them may be attended with good success, (by the blessing of 
God,) and, therefore, I do cheerfully concur with them in 
their application to the venerable Board, that I may be re- 
moved into the Keverend Mr, Caner's place, according to the 
recLUest of that Church, provided I may be allowed the same 
salary that Mr. Caner received. For, although Mr. Caner's 
benevolence and the people's purchase have provided a very 
decent glebe house, yet, fifty pounds sterling, added to what 
may be expected from the people, will not be a decent sub- 
sistence in a place where living must be more expensive than 
in most other country places, "HLj present situation can't be 
thought a settlement, inasmuch as no house or glebe is pro- 
vided, nor my support sufficient to enable me to purchase 
one. I have endeavoured, since my arrival, to do what ser- 
vice I can among a great number of poor people scattered 
about in the woods, who have little ability, and, most of 
them, as little inclination to reward me. I compassionate 
their circumstances, and the more, because so many of them 
have very little sense of the importance of religion and virtue. 
The Keverend Mr. "Wetmore has been treating with a worthy 
young gentleman, Mr. Thomas Bradbury Chandler, who is 
willing to perform the service of a lay Catechist among these 
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people, if tlio honourable Society, upon my removal, will be 
pleased to bestow upon him the ten pounds sterling ealary 
tliat was formerly allowed to Mr. Flint Dwight, deceased. 
I am of opinion that Bueh a provision is as mnch as these peo- 
ple can expeut at present, and I believe it may, in a great meas- 
ure, supply the place of a minister in orders, considering that 
Mr. Wetmore, with Mr. Chandler's assistance to read in the 
Church at Eye in his absence, may more frequently visit the 
Cliurches at North Castle and Bedford, and administer the 
Sacraments among them. And some of the people have ex- 
pressed a satisfaction in the hopes of having so ingenioua a 
man as Mr. Chandler to labour among tliem in svich a method 
aft«r my leaving them. They And as little fault as I could 
expect at the talk of my removal, knowing that my present 
income is too small for a support. I shall be glad to know 
the honourable Society's resolutions, in answer to this hum- 
ble request of mine and the Church at Fairfield, as soon as 
may be ; and as that place will be the more acceptable to me 
for its nearness to my friends, being but eight miles from my 
father's house, I hope my request will be granted ; which, 
if the venerable Society shall think fit to gratify me in, no 
diligence shall be wanting on ray part, according to my best 
abiUtJes, to serve the great designs of tlieir charity, God's 
glory, and the good of immortal souls. 

The sectaries will be very busy in endeavouring to seduce 
the people when they have no minister among them ; for which 
reason I beg leave to repeat my urgency to have this affair 
considered and expedited as fast as proper, and only add my 
humble duty to the venerable Board, and, with hearty prayers 
for the success of their extensive charity, 
I humbly subscribe myself, 

Reverend Sir, your most obedient. 

And most bumble servant, 

Joseph Lamson. 
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'■ev.Hr. C'antr to the Secretary.'] 



Fairjieldi in Mew-England, 

Felrimry 12th, 1746-T. 

Reverend Sir, 

I having lately received an invitation from llie congrega- 
tion of King's Cliapel, in Boston, to sncceed tlio Reverend 
Mr, Commissary Price, who has resigned, I talie tlie first op- 
portnnity to ask the venerable Society's eoncnrrenee and dis- 
mission from the present service in which I am now engaged. 
I have long laboured under infirmities of body, which made 
it very difficult for mo to perform the services req^uired in 
such an extensive cure. Tlie frequent colds I have taken, 
and disorders consecLUent thereon, have made traveling to me 
pretty much impracticable. 

I humbly tiiank the venerable Society for their favours to 
me and to the people whom I have served, and because I am 
much concerned that the interests of religion should be car- 
ried on as well as began hero, I humbly hope the Society 
will agree to the request of the people of this Church (here- 
with transmitted) and appoint the Eeverend Mr. Lamson to 
succeed in this place. I should conceive a good prospect of 
this gentleman promoting tho interests of religion and piety 
here, from the great harmony that appears between him and 
this people. A custom of being indulged this way has made 
it matter of consequence in tliis part of the world, that the 
people should, as much as possible, bo gratified in the choice 
of their ministers ; and frequent observation lias confirmed 
me in it, that little can be done toward the advancement of 
piety wliCTO a good understanding does not subsist between 
minister and people. I omit at this time to mention the 
present state of these Churches, a full acconnt of which I 
propose shortly to transmit. In the mean time, I beg leave 
to observe that, as this Church is situated at the head of the 
county, a very email vacancy may prove of much disservice. 
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especially at this time, ■when very few Churches this way are 
Biipplied. One thing further I humbly move to the Society, 
which is, that they will be pleased to continue the full salary 
to this place, for, though the people are generous according 
to their circumstances, yet tlio expensivenesa of the place 
makes the whole but & necessary support ; this town, and 
that of New-London, being more expensive than any others 
in the colony. 

I expect to bo called upon from Boston Lady-day next ; 
but propose to continue my labours here, with neighbouring 
assistance, tiU May or June, by which time I conceive hopes 
the Society will grant me a dismission, and remove Mr. Lam- 
son to this place. In regard to salary, I shall not presume 
to draw further than Lady-day next, till I have the Society's 
express leavo how far, or to what term, I shall be indulged 
to draw. 

Tlie people of Fairfield, to recommend themselves as much 
as possible to the Society's favour, have, upon this occasion, 
purchased a large and convenient house, with suitable accom- 
modations, for a parsonage house, worth about one hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling, and have, by the will of a charita- 
ble person, Mrs. Jerusha Sturgee, lately deceased, received 
an addition of fifty pounds of this currency, to their tank, 
which I formerly made mention of. I hope, upon the whole, 
their honest industry and zeal will engage the Society's com- 
passion, and the continuance of their favour, in supporting a 
very promising mission. 

For myself, I beg leave to assure the Society that I am 
Their most dutiful, most obedient 

And most humble servant. 

IIenky Caner, 
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IN'. Groton, September 29lh, 174,7. 

Kevcrend and dear Sir, 

I have the Batisfaction to inform tlic venerable Board, that 
the ministry house in iJ'ew-London is nearly finished. I 
have contrihnted something, and endeavoured to ray utmost 
to forward it. 

Tlicy are hnildiug a Church in Norwich, the largest and 
. most iionrisbing of any town in this colony. There are about 
thirty families of conformists. The town has always had the 
character of the most rigid Congregationalists in the govern- 
ment. 'Tis really surprising how much their dispositions are 
softened toward the Church ; and, indeed, 'tis so almost 
every where. 

"Reverend Sir, yours, and the Society's 

Most obedient, humble servant, 

Eben'e Puhdesson. 
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iChMrchwardens 0/ St. John's Chirch, in Stamford, C 



Colony of Connecticut, Stamford, 

March 25th, 1747. 
Eererend Sir, 

We, the subscribers, churcliwardens and veetrjmeii of St. 
John's Church, in Stamford, with the unauimoue concurrence, 
and in behalf of all the professors of the Church of England, 
in the towns of Stamford and Greenwich, in Connecticut, beg 
leave to represent to the venerable Society the state of our 
Church, and with humble submission request their patronage, 
and that the effects of their extensive charity, which hath 
brought the means of salvation to many thousand souls, may 
preserve ua and our posterity from wandering in error and dark- 
ness, and guide our feet in the way of peace, by assisting us lo 
procure a settlement of the worship of God among us, accord- 
ing to the pure doctrines and wholesome rites and usages 
of the Church of England, which wo highly reverence and 
esteem. We have struggled with many and great difficulties 
in advancing to the state in which we now are, to have a 
Church erected and so far finished as to be iit for our assem- 
bling in it, and with accessions to our number of professors 
Bofficient to bo enabled to purchase a glebe, and to pay 
twenty pounds steriing per annum to a minister, which we 
have obliged ourselves to do by subscription under our 
hands, and hope to make some additions, so that the whole 
may be worth thirty pounds sterling per annum, which is 
the most that we are able to perform at present, and too little 
for a decent support for a minister. We have been much 
oppressed by the Dissenters among whom we live, who, 
under the protection of the laws of tlie colony, liave obliged 
us to pay taxes to their minister, and to build them meetings 
houses, even when we had obliged ourselves to contribute, 
according to our abilities, to reward ministers of the Church 
of England for coming to preach among bs, and administer 
to ua the Holy Sacraments ; and several liave been impris- 
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oned, and others threatened with imprisonment, to compel 
them to pay such taxes ; and we oould get no relief from the 
courts of j iiatiee here. This lias made iis very desirous to ob- 
tain a minister in orders among ns, which is the only means 
to obtain exemption from such taxes, according to the express 
words of the colony act. "We, therefore, exerted ourselves to 
the utmost of our abilities to assist Mr. Miner to go for 
orders, who was taken by ihe Trench npon his passage with 
the Keverend Mr. Lamson, and afterward died in England, 
which proved a very melancholy disappointment to ns ; and 
before, we had contributed considerably to assist Mr. Isaac 
Brown, when he went home for orders, with hopes that ho 
might have been sent to us, hut were disappointed by his 
coming back for Brook Haven. Since Mr. Miner's death, 
we have applied ourselves to Mr. Ebenezer Dibble, by the 
advice of the Reverend Mr. Caner and others. This gentle- 
man has read prayer and sermons among us, to our very 
great satisfaction, for near a year and a half, and being wil- 
ling to go home for holy orders, and return to us to be our 
minister, we have again exerted our ntmost power \o pro- 
cure a glebe, subscribed for hia support annually twenty 
pounds sterling, and do assist him further to defray the ex- 
pense of his voyage. "We have applied to the lieverend 
Clergy to represent our state, who all of them approve well 
of Mr. Dibble, and having giving him testimonials to the 
Lord Bishop of Loudon, wo earnestly hope he may obtain 
holy orders, and humbly entreat tlie venerable Society to 
compassionate our circumstances, and admit Mr, Dibble fo 
be their missionary to v.8, with such salary as they may think 
fit to allow, which wo hope will contribute to the glory of God 
and to tlie salvation of many poor souls ; and we, your poor 
petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for the enlarge- 
' ment of Clirist's kingdom by the extensive charity of your 
venerable Society. 

We are, Reverend Sir, your most obedient, &c., 

John Llotd, "1 /v, , ■, 

„ }■ Churchwardens. 

Thomas Toungs, ) 

And others. 
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[r;,f a«7vl««r^.«s ofLiUD.JUU, Con,,,ctic,d, to ih6 &,vWflrj.] 

Litchfield^ April the Aih, A. 1). 1747. 
EcTerend Sir, 

We, the subscribers, inhabitants in Litehiield, in the Coun- 
ty of Hartford, in Connecticut, in 2few-England, humbly beg 
the favour that our following requests may be laid before the 
venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in for- 
eign parts, and that those declarations that hereby -we make, 
(which you in your wisdom shall think worthy their notice, 
may be made known to them. We shall, therefore, take leave 
to begin with our dcelarationB. Above two years past a great 
number of us declared our conformity to the Church of Eng- 
land hy subscribing a letter to the Reverend Mr. Beach, in- 
-v-iting ]iim amongst us, attending divine service with liim, 
owing to the excellency of the doctrine and the manner of 
worship in the said Church, and openly defending them to 
the utmost of ■our power; but even now the Dissenters have 
executions out against na for rates, due long sinec, and daily 
threaten to take us to the gaol if we refuse to pay them ; and 
this, notwithstanding we bring and offer them a discharge 
in full under the hands of the licverend Mr. Beach ; and one 
of us, who had been a communicant in the Church above a 
year, hath lately been actually seized by their eolleetor, and 
on the way to the gaol was freed by Iiis own brother, who 
paid the rate to the coUector. We meet with many subtle 
contrivances amongst almost all of every degree among them, 
to suppress and confound us, but we shall not be particular 
for fear of being tedious. We persist with resolution, being 
convinced of the goodness of our cause, and gain ground 
daily, being now about double the number of conformists 
since a year from this day. We are remote from all our 
Eeverend missionaries except the Reverend Mr. Beach and 
Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Gibbs being the nighest, who lives twenty- 
seven miles, and Mr. Beach between thirty and forty miles 
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from ti9. "VVe hare already purchased a glebe of fifty acres 
of good land, which lyeth about three miles distant from the 
town, and have begun to improve upon it, and design yearly 
to proceed therein, and hope yearly to make it profitable in 
time. We are ■willing to contribnte toward tho support of a 
missionary amongst us, according to the dignity of the office 
and our abilities, which we confess are small ; ive have hopes 
of additions to our number, for many people in tho country, 
and especially in this town, are weary of the Independent 
scheme, but, whether we havo additions or not, we design to 
build a Church ; consequently much can't be expected from 
us at present. 

There are a great number of new towns northward and 
westward from us, and hardly a town without some con- 
formists to our excellent Church ; and wo humbly conceive 
it would promote tlie joyons design of the honourable Society 
if a missionary were placed in these parts, l^orthbury and 
we are willing to be included in the same mission ; and since 
Mr. Samuel Cole is going for orders, (witli whom we arc 
personally acquainted,) who lias been helpful to ua in many 
respects, our humble request is, that he may be the person 
tliat may be sent to us, and that lie may be the person, 
rather tiian any other. "We shall only add our hearty thanks 
to the honourable Society for their care of this land, and 
after, that we may be still greater partakers of it, who are, 
Eeverend Sir, your most obedient and humble servants, 

Jacob Geiswold, l „, , , 

Joseph WillbokNj t 

And others. 



IBeii. Mi: Mtnson to the Bislwp of london. 

Stratford, April '^^th, 1747. 
My Lord, 

About a month ago I gave your Lordship some account of 
a College undertaking in I^ew-Jersey with a Eoyal Charter, 
which I apprehend would be of very ill-eonsequence to the 
Church, it being entirely in the hands of the most virulent 
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Methodists.* Since tliat, I have procured a copy of their 
charter, and I apprehend it would not be nnacceptable to 
your lordship to have a sight of it. This is the occasion of 
my 60 soon troubling you again, and accordingly I here en- 
close a copy of it, such as I could get ; there may, perhaps, 
be some small defects in it, but, on the whole, it is doubtless 
genuine, aud your Lordship can judge whether it be iit that 
absurd and mischievoua sect should have such an ample and 
unlimited power given them. I am told, the heat sort of 
people in that province do as much dislike it as we do. 

My Lord, I had about two years ago a letter from the So- 
ciety forbidding any one to go home for orders without leave 
first obtained. This I was willing to understand only in 
case of any new mission, or any new charge to the Society, 
I desired it might not be understood to preclude ns the liber- 
ty of sending home proper persons to supply vacancies by 
deatli or removal ; but 1 had last week a letter, by which it 
appears we are in no case to send any home without having 
first obtained leave. This, my Lord, is a very great discour- 
agement to the Church in these parts, especially under our 
present circumstances. The death of the Reverend Mr, Com- 
missary Vesey, Mr. Davenport, Mr, Eichard Caner, and his 
removal from Norwalk before his death, and that of Mr. 
Lyons and Mr. Morris, and the resignation of Mr. Commis- 
sary Price, have occasioned a number of vacancies, four of 
which arc in this colony, so that I am now alone here on the 
seacoast, -without one person, in orders, beside myself, for 
more than one hundred miles ; in which compass there is 
business enough for six or seven ministers ; and those north- 
ward have their hands full, so that my burthen is at present 
insupportable, nor have we yet leave for any to -go home, 
though there are five or six valuable candidates. Unless, 
therefore, the Society can provide, or your Lordship can 
think proper to ordain on such titles as can be made here, 
(wliich, in some places, though not without much hardship, 
may, I believe, be made equal to thirty pounds sterling per 
annum,) tiie Church must soon decay apace ; mean time it is 

* That is, the fullowsra of Mr. Wliitfleld, thoHgh, by profession, Preabyteriana. 
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really affecting to bear the ci-ies and importaniticB of people 
from several quarters, and not liave it in one's power to lielp 
them. I humbly beg your Lordship's compassion, prayers 
and benediction, 

And remain, may it please your Lordship, 
Your Lordship's most dutiful son, 

And most obedient, humble servant, 
Samitel J 
To Mr LoED OF London. 



[A FelUionfrom Ihe Churchtcttrdem of Xbrwalh to the Sscreta-nj.-] 

If^or^oalk, Connecticut, March 5t/i, 1748. 

We, the Churchwardens and Yestry of the Church of Eng- 
land, in Norwalk, most humbly beg leave to lay our case and 
request before this venerable Board, which is as follows, viz. : 

Tiiat in the year 1742, in the month of June, the Eeverend 
Mr. Kicliard Caner, by the honourable Society's great favour, 
for wliich we are humbly thankful, came to us in holy orders, 
at which time the Church in Norwalk consisted of about thirty 
families ; and the Church under his ministry greatly increas- 
ing, about Christmas following we concluded to build a new 
Church of the following dimensions, viz., fifty-five feet in 
length, beside steeple and chancel, and thirty-five feet in 
width, which was raised in March following, and we provided 
with great cheerfulness in carrying on the work in order to 
finish, till the time of Mr. Caner's removal from us, which 
was in the month of October, 1745, at which time our Church 
had increased to the number of ninety families. Immediately 
after Mr. Caner's removal from us, we applied to Mr. Henry 
Caner, and upon his advice, procured Mr. Jeremiali Leaming, 
who came in December, 1745, and continued with us two 
years, and for his service in t!ie Church we paid him more 
than twenty pounds sterling per annum, and the Church has 
increased even to the number of one hundred and five fami- 
lies, which exceeds the number of any other Church in the 
government except the Church in Stratford. Furthermore, 
upon advice of the lievorend Ilenjy Caner, we purchased a 
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good house and small glebe, with another lot of land at a 
small distance from the house, of five aci;ea of land, the deeds 
whereof were sent to the Society last summer hy tlie Rev. 
Mr, CommisEary Price, and we have since that time pur- 
chased two acres and a half of land in addition, and adjoin- 
ing to said five acres ; and since Kr. teaming, who is truly 
a worthy gentleman, for whom we ]iave a sincere regard, has, 
however, thought best to leave us, having some other views, 
we are very thankful to the Society for committing us to the 
care of the Reverend Mr. Lamson, whose labours are always 
very acceptable to us when he can attend here ; but as tbia 
cannot be very frequently, by reason of the distance and his 
extensive charge, we have, with the approbation of the Rev. 
Clergy, unanimously agreed with Mr. John Ogilvie to read 
the service of the Church, with a view of his settling in the 
ministiy among us, and obliged ourselves to pay him fifty 
pounds, Kew- York money, per annum, equal to three hun- 
dred pounds in our unsettled currency, and he is now, with 
the approbation of our Reverend Clergy, reading the liturgy 
and sermonB among us to our entire satisfaction. What, 
therefore, we beg leave to ask of this venerable Society is, 
that, as we have thus endeavoured to our utmost to qualify 
ourselves for a mission, tliey would bo graciously pleased to 
erect us into a mission, and give leave to the Reverend the 
Clergy to recommend the said Mr. John Ogilvie, as soon as 
may be, for holy orders ; and that he may he appointed mis- 
sionary for this town, together with Ridgefield, which desired 
to be joined with us, and we shall be most humbly thankful 
for any salary which this venerable Society, according to 
their wonied goodness, shall please to grant to them. Pray- 
ing with great earnestness for God's blessings upon the pious 
undertaking of this most charitable Society, and that we may 
no longer remain without a missionary, 
We are, venerable gentlemen, 

Your most obliged, most dutiful, 

Most obedient, humble servants, 
John Belden, 

INE 

And others. 
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[ Chia-chwardenis of StimfuTd to ike Sierelary.'l 

Stamford, A^ril 2mh, 1748. 
Reverend Sir, 

We, tlie Churchwardens and Vestry of St. John's Church, 
in the united parish of Stamford and Greenwich, bef^ leave, 
in behalf of oureelvea and the professors of tho Church of 
England, in Stamford and Greenwich, to return our hearty 
thanks unto the venerable Society for tho Propagation of the 
Gospel, for their charitable notice and care of us, expressed 
in your letter to tho Churchwardens and Vestry of NorwaJt, 
dated December 27th, 1T47, giving liberty for Mr. Dibble to 
go home for holy orders, and to take the charge of our 
Chnreh, with that of Norwalk, on consideration of our pay- 
ing ten pounds sterling per annum toward his support, as 
Norwalk was to give security for twenty, with tho actual 
possession of their glebe. As this resolution of the venerable 
Society ia said to be consenting to their request in favour of 
Mr. Dibble, we are willing humbly to hope our request ia 
favour of Mr. Dibble, referred to in our petition, dated March 
25th, 1747, (which we transmitted by Mr. Commissary Price,) 
is granted ; for we don't know that tlie people of Norwalk 
ever requested in favour of Mr. Dibble, nor has ho read ser- 
vice among them ; but, among us, steadily for two years and 
a half, for whom we have great esteem and regard, and shall 
be very much gratified, if we can obtain, from the venerable 
Society's great charity, his being appointed their missionary 
for our Church. Our congregation voted cheerfully to comply 
with the Society's directions, in your letter to the Church of 
TTorwalk, which Mr. Dibble will communicate to you, in ex- 
pectation that, in Norwalk, they would have readily done 
their part ; but when we found that the people of Norwalk 
declined coming to a positive determination to do, in favour 
of Mr. Dibble, what the honourable Society required as the 
condition on their part, our people, from a hearty affection 
to Mr. Dibble, resolved cheerfully to undertake tlie expense 
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of his voyage, and wo have effectually secured the payment of 
twenty pounds sterling per annum to tlie Society's mission- 
ary, according to our hond in Mr. Dibhio'a hand, and promise 
hereby to put him into possession of our glebe, which is 
better than that of Norwalk ; or, however tho honourable 
Society shall determine as to uniting us witli Norwalk, we 
humbly submit, and shall he heartily thankful for any ehare 
of Mr. Dibble's ministry, that the honourable Society shall 
be pleased to allot for ua ; so that, by being put under his 
care, we may be sheltered from the persecutions we have 
suffered from the Dissenters, because not included in any of 
the missions, as we set forth more largely in our petition 
above mentioned, and to which we beg leave to refer ; and 
with earnest prayers that God would bless all the charities of 
that venerable Board, we subscribe, 
Reverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, humble servants, 

Jons Lloyd, ] r,T z j 
^ .-. r (JhuTchwaraena. 

liioMi.3 Young, J 

And others. 



\B^. Mr. GroBsa io the Secretarj/.1 

Wew-Londmx^ September 7th, 1748. 

Good Sir, 

I have wrote bo lately, that were it not in obedience to my 
instructions, I would not so suddenly have occasioned this 
second trouble. Since my last, I have visited and spent a 
fortnight at Hebron, in which time I read prayers and 
preached nine sermons in the Cburch, and at their houses; 
in tho latter, I liad every day several Dissenters, some of 
whom told me they had never before attended, and expressed 
a satisfactory approbation at our service. However, the 
people continue to deny my authority over them, because I 
can't produce it under your hand hut as I mentioned this 
before, I doubt not but I shall soon he favoured witb your 
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determination in that affair. The Presbyterian divisions are 
yery rifo and warm, and will certainly add to our hearers in 
these parts. At my return, I did duty in the new Chnrch at 
Norwich, baptised a child and churched ita mother. The 
parent used many arguments to stand surety, but I told liim 
tlie canona and rubricks, and the practice of others, was my 
rule. The week before I went to Hebron, I received an 
earnest invitation from the inhabitants of Branford, which is 
above forty miles hence. I happily, on my way thither, met 
Dr Johnson ten miles this side, at a place called Guilford, 
where he read prayers, and baptised three children, and I 
preached to a large congregation. Two days after, I per- 
formed service at Branford to a most agreeable sight of audi- 
tors, who behaved very well, and some of the chief of the 
Presbyterians came to my lodgings and returned me thanks. 
As for' the people of New-London, I am afraid they will 
never be unanimously reconciled to a regular minister ; I 
despair, though I shall continue to act in the best manner I 
can for the glory of God and tlieir edification. I am sorry 
to say, but from duty am obliged to inform you, that tliey 
think the Society lias not used them very well, in obliging 
them to build a house and sending them a missionary, before 
they desired one, as they say you wrote you would not, which 
desire they did not intend to execute in less than two years 
hence. I cannot, from their behaviour in Church, conclude 
that ever they had an orthodox minister among them, as my 
manner of performing seems strange to them ; so does their 
religions deportment to me, but I'll endeavour to perform it, 
\i. e., the service.] I have given Mr. Livingston, merchant, at 
New- York, one bill of fifteen pounds sterling, due the 25th 
of June last, on tho treasurer, and promised anotlier for the 
25th of this month. The heads of families liere are about 
seven hundred and thirty ; for want of a registry I don't know 
yet how many are baptised. Since tho Tth of March, I bap- 
tised eleven, and a girl of eleven years old ; communicants are 
about thirty. The number of heathens and infidels arc as 
much too numerous as the converts are too few. I really 
have not found out yet the number of hearers or Dissenters 
at Hebron. I had each time about forty communicants, I 
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hare baptised only two children there. I hope, Sir, if tins 
aecoimt is defective, you will condescend to pardon and re- 
move my ignorance, since I shall bo all attention and obedi- 
ence to your commands and instructions. I pray God to 
direct and prosper the consultations and proceedings of the 
religions, august and venerable Society, and reward their 
earthly services with eternal joys. As they may depend 
upon my best performances, I desire yon will he so kind as 
to present to them the duty of their nnworthy missionary, 
and, good Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

And affectionate brother, 

Kati. Geaveb, 



[See. Mr. Johnton to the Seei-dary.\ 

Stratford, in New-England, 

September 29(A, 1748. 



I most humbly thank you for yours of June 23d, by Mr. 
Leaming, who, I thank God, is already safe returned. I hope 
he will do good service at Newport, where he is much wanted 
by reason of Mr. Honeyman's great age and infirmities, and 
I hope it will not be long before Mr. Dibble and Mr. Mans- 
field also arrive. I know not how these gentlemen can well 
subsist upon so small salaries ; however, I hope the hononra- 
ble Society, who doubtless would do better for us if they 
could, will be well satisfied of their sincerity and zeal for 
promoting the interests of the Chnrch and true religion from 
their gladly going so far for holy orders, upon so slender 
worldly encouragement. I thank you for your good wishes 
for my health, which, I bless God, is very good, but I am yet 
lame, having been ill-served in the setting of my leg, so that 
it is yet very infirm. 

I now proceed to give my Michaelmas account of the state 
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of my parish and the country adjacent, where I have preach- 
ed. As to the Church in this town, it ia in a flourishing con- 
dition, one family having been added and more looking for- 
ward, and thirty-one have been baptised and eight added to 
the communion since my last ; our new Church 13 almost 
finished, in a very neat and elegant manner, the architecture 
being allowed in some things to exceed any thing done be- 
fore in New-England. "VVe have had some valuable contri- 
butions, and my people have done as well as could be ex- 
pected from their circumstances, which are generally but 
slender ; hut there is one of them who deserves to be men- 
tioned in particular for his generosity; Mr. Beach, brother 
of the Eeverend Mr. Beach, who, though he has a considerable 
family, has contributed above three thousand pounds, our 
currency, to it already, and is daily doing more, and designs 
to leave an annuity, in perpetuum, toward keeping it in re- 
pair, beside what he intends toward a glebe, to which pur- 
pose one Mr. Birdsey, a worthy person, lately deceased, left 
twenty acres of pasture about two miles off, worth a hundred 
pounds in our currency. 

As to Ripton, they continue to [strive] under the small 
encouragement I am able to give them of having a minister 
to themselves ; they purpose, however, to lay their case be- 
fore the Society, in hopes of being in due time provided for, 
and, I believe there will be sixty families join, witiiin five or 
six miles of their Church, and they have purchased a house 
and two acres of land toward a glebe. I wish they could be 
provided for. 

Scarce ever was there a people in a more bewildered, con- 
founded condition than those in this colony generally are, as 
to their religious affairs, occasioned by the sad effects of 
Methodism, still in many places strangely rampant, and 
crumbling them into endless separations, which occasions the 
most sensible of them to be still every where looking toward 
the Church as their only refuge. I have this summer been 
much solicited to visit several places. I have rode as much as 
I could, particularly to Guilford and Brauford, where I have 
preached to great numbers, which Mr. Graves also has done, 
and I believe those two towns will, iu a little time, be pre- 
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pwed to make a mission ; at the former, tliey are buildiag a 
Ohoreli, and designing it at the latter. 

Middletown and "Walhngford are also joining, in order to 
be another mission in due time, and they are going forward 
■with their Church at Middletown, where a eensible, studious 
and discreet young man, one Mr. Camp, bred at our College, 
is reading service and sermons, and begs me to mention liim 
to the Society as a candidate, and that he may hope in due 
time to be employed in their service. ITr. Colton still reads 
at Hebron, and those people witli him liave lately been with 
me, begging my interest with the Society, that Mr. Colton 
may have leave, as soon as may be, at least by next fall, to 
go for orders for them, which I very much desire in their be- 
half, there being a good prospect there. 

Mr. Punderson and I, who were togetlier at New- Haven, 
have both directed tliem to wait on Mr. Graves, to draw an 
address for them, and recommend their ease ; and I have 
written to him in their behalf to desire his assistance in 
forwarding their affairs, and they truly need and deserve the 
Society's notice, being thirty miles from any missionary. 

There were nine of our Clergy together at the Commence- 
ment, at New-Haven, about a fortnight ago, among which 
tlie worthy Mr. Commissary Barclay favoured us with his 
company. "We all consulted the best tilings we could for the 
Church's interest. Among the candidates for their degrees, 
there were no less than ten belonging to our Church, five 
Masters and five Bachelors ; among the former, two in orders, 
Messrs. Sturges and Beaming, and two candidates. Chandler 

and , of the Bachelors, beside my youngest son and 

Mr. Ogilvie. Seahury had a promising eon, and aa he designs 
him for the Society's service, ho desires me to mention what 
I know of him ; and as he has lived four years much under 
my eye, I can truly testify of him that he is a solid, sensible, 
virtuous youth, and, I doubt not, may in due time do good 
service. 

Mrs. Dean desires me to give her duty and thanks to the 
Society for the liberty granted her to draw on the treasurer 
for fifteen pounds sterhng, which she has dra-wn accordingly. 
My eldest son, also, gives his duty and thanks for your good 
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wishes; ]ie and I have also drawn on tLe treasurer to tliia 
Michaelmas, and my NoUtia ParochiaUa is as follows. 
I am, Keverend Sir, 

Your most obliged, obedient, humble servant, 

Samuel Johssos. 

Motitia Paroohialisyfor Michaelmas, 1746, 

I. Ko. of families inhabitants witiiin the bonnds of 

this town, near 500 

II. No, of baptised here, and in places adjacent, in 

the Church, 349 

m. No. of baptised since Lady-day, 31 

JY. No. of actual Communicants here and in Kip- 
ton, about 200 

Of which admitted, since my last, (of wliieh one 

negro woman,) 8 

V. No. of those who profess the Church, families, 

about. 145 

VI. The rest called Congregationalists ; Papists, 

none. 
YII, Heathens, beside many unbaptised negroes, 

about ten. 
VIII. Of converts to a sober life, no remarkable in- 
stance, they being generally a sober, regular 
people. 



[Sev. Mr. Limmn to the Secretary. — Eximct.] 

Fairfield^ November lOtk, 1748. 

lieverend Sir, 

I liave formerly mentioned a Church built at Stratfield, a 
village within the bounds of Fairfield, in which they are 
very urgent to liave me officiate every third Sunday, because 
we have large congregations when I preach there. The peo- 
ple living in the town and westward, are very much against 
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it, because Mr. Caner used to keep steadily to the Cliiirch in 
town, but then there waa neither Church nor congregation 
at Stratfieid. 

Norwalk people have been imprudent in their conduct re- 
lating to the honourable Society's appointment for tbem. I 
am sorry for their imprudence, and I believe they aro so too, 
but at present are eo much in a ruffle, that 'tis hard to guess 
■what the conclusion will be, and I hardly know what method 
I shall be able to take to quiet the commotions among them. 
I shall be glad of your directions, and will endeavour, to the 
utmost of my abilities, to answer tbe design of my miBsion 
from the venerable Society, whose charitable purposes that 
God would every where bless and prosper, is tlic humble 
prayer of, 

Keverend Sir, yours, 

And the honourable Society's 

Most obedient and dutifid servant, 

Joseph Lamson. 



[Aidreie ofihe lahsbitanls of U'i'din^ian, dc, to the Ssckty .—Eitraid.] 

"We are inhabitants of a town whicl 1 11 f late 1 s been 
under great prejudices against the Chu ch of E (,l^nd a few 
excepted ; but by late enthusiastic coi fus o s wh cb J t ly 
prevailed here, some of us have been a-^vake e 1 to co d r 
the consequence of those principles wl 1 e 1 ad been 
educated, and by the assistance of tlit. Ke\er(,nd Mr. &ea- 
bury, the Society's missionary at Hempstead, who has been 
very ready to visit us on week days, and to perform divine 
service among us, we have most heartily embraced the es- 
tablished Church, and think it our duty, for our own improve- 
ment in true religion, for the good of our countiy, and for 
the honour of God, to join with our neighbours, conformists, 
and do all in our power for the promotion of the interests of 
the established Church ; in our zeal for which, we have built 
a Church that, in a little time, will be commodious for public 
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UBe ; but as we are eighteen miles distant from Mr. f 
who is the nearest missionary, and he being obliged to attend 
two Churches in his own parish, viz., those of Hempstead 
and Oyster Bay, we, therefore, most humbly beg the Society 
to attend to our prayers, which is, that Mr. Samuel Seabury, 
■ the son of your worthy missionary, a young gentleman (lately 
educated and graduated at Tale OoUege) of a good character 
and excellent hopes, may be appointed the Society's Catcchist 
at this place, and perform divine service among us in a lay 
capacity, with some allowance from the honourable Society 
fox that service. 

Ill testimony of our sincerity, we have to this affixed our 
subscription of such sums of money as each of us respectively 
promise and oblige ourselves to pay to Mr. Samuel Seabury 
aforesaid, yearly, in half yearly payments, for the space of 
three years, for officiating amongst us ; which subscription, 
we beg the honourable Society to believe, will be punctually 
paid by the honourable Society's most humble petitioners, 
the subscribers, 

H. Llotd, 
And others. 



[CharcTunanlem, <6c., to ili^ Sodety, — JSj'iract.'] 

Milton, in Connecticut, New-England, 

September lAth, 1748. 

Gentlemen, 

As the distance from the Church, at Stratford, is eight or 
ten, or for some, twelve miles, it is exceedingly difficult, 
especially in the winter season, to go to Church there with 
our families ; and being fearful that the Church will diminish 
among ns, as the case now is, having no other means when 
we cannot attend at Stratford, only the Rev. Dr. Johnson to 
be with US about four times in a year, excepting some time 
past, when the Reverend Dr. Johnson's son did read to us, 
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for which we are lieartily thankful to the hononrable Soci- 
ety ; but he is now become a student at law, and follows the 
courts, and haa declared that he will not be a Clergyman; 
and has not officiated here for several months ; indeed, while 
he did, wo were laughed at by the Dissenters for having a 
lawyer for onr priest, which discouraged many of our people, 
so that they would not go to bear him. Now, if there be a 
probability of our having a minister, which we heartily de- 
sire and eaniestly petition for, we hope the Society will send 
us a true sou of the established Church, who may have the 
prosperity of the Church at heart, which, if we should ob- 
tain, we doubt not but that the Church would be likely to 
flourish among us, but if not, we fear that many of our 
young people will turn to the Dissenters as many have done 
already. 



[Sse. Mr. DmUe to the Sodcty.-] 

Stamford, JS'ovem.her XUh, 1748. 

Keverend Sir, 

I take this opportunity, the first that conveniently offers, 
to acquaint you that, by the blessing of God, Mr. Mansfield 
and I arrived safe and in good health, at Xew-York, the 23d 
of October, and to my mission, at Stamford, on the 25th. 
My mind is impressed with a sense of thedivine goodness to me 
in my voyage, through so many dangers as I have been hap- 
pily preserved, and returned successfully to my family ; and, 
I think it my duty to return my thanks to the venerable So- 
ciety, for the expression of their favour and goodness in the 
reception I had from the honourable Board, and the charit- 
able assistance afforded to the good and well-disposed people 
who had so earnestly desired that I might be their minister, 
in the holy order, of the Church of England ; and the Church- 
wardens and Yestry of St. John's Church, in Stamford, de- 
sire me to return their very sincere and hearty thanks to the 
Society for their favour to me, and the grant of their humble 
request, by admitting them into the number of the Churches 
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under the lionourable Society's charitable protection and as- 
sistance, and particularly for the library allowed their Cliurch^ ' 
and the pious tracts Bent by me, to be dispersed for promo- 
ting religion and virtue among them ; and 'tis a pleasure to- 
me to acquaint the Society, that my people have every way 
manifested their great satisfaction and joy at my return to 
them, and I have reason to hope that, by God's blessing at- 
tending my honest endeavours, I may do much good among 
them, which I shall not fail to use my utmost application 
to effect, and pray God to give success. I liavo already 
preached at three distinct parts of my mission to pretty large 
congregations, have baptised two adult persons, one aged 
sixty-seven years, and the other above forty, and also five 
infanta ; have once administered the Lord's Supper at Stam- 
ford, liad but 16 communieantB, hut expect more at Christ- 
mas. I hope I may be excused for not sending a Notitia 
Paroohialis at this time, not being able as yet to give it in 
form. I find the people of Norwalk are much ruffled, as 
Kr. Ogilvie now talks of leaving them, (they say,) after ho had 
promised to be their minister, with such a support as they 
could give him. This promise, I suppose, induced them to 
neglect the provision the honourable Society made for them, 
against the advice of sundry of the Clergy, and particularly 
of Mr. Wetmore, to whom both I and the people of Kor- 
walk are indebted, for his friendly and good advice at that 
time, according to which I entirely conducted myself, and 
gave not the least occasion of umbrage to that people, wlio, 
I perceive, manifest some offence at me, as well as at others 
that don't deserve it, because they are unwilling to lay the 
blame of their misfortune where it is only due. I only add 
my humble duty to your venerable Board, with the earnest 
prayers to almighty God, to give his blessing to all their 
charitable designs, and, with much respect, beg leave to sub- 
Ecribcj as I am sincerely and heartily. 

Reverend Sir, your most obedient, 

And most humble servant, 

EbENEZEB DlBELEE, 
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[Set. Me. Punderson to the Seardayy. — iMrad,] 

2f. Groton, 25iA March, 1T49. 

Eeverend and dear Sir, 

Sineo my preaching last September, at Cohasset, about 
eight miles north of Guilford, and which was the first sermon 
preached in that plaeo by a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land, they have almost ever since read prayers and sennons 
to upward of forty persons. I have promised them a visit 
the beginning of April. 



{Bev. Mr. JohnrnK to the .Setreiaiy. — Ectrad.} 

Stratford, in New-England, 

March ^UK, 1749. 

Reverend Sir, 

I have little that ia new to say of the state of my parish, 
but n disposition among the sectaries toward the Church, 
eeema here, and in many other places, still increasing, particu- 
larly at Guilford and Branford, where I baptised a man and 
hia wife and five children, and seven ciiildrcn in the family of 
another person, who is a man of considerable weight in thta 
last mentioned town, where twenty-nine families have, within 
two or three years, conformed fo the Church, who, with eigh- 
teen families at Guilford, (which is within ten miles,) are in 
hopes they may, within a little while, become a mission ; and 
a young man who took his Bachelor's degree last commence- 
ment, whose name is Stocking, is desirous to bo admitted as 
a candidate for the Society's service, and they are about pro- 
curing him to read to them 'till he is of age, which will be 
about two or three years hence, by which time thera will 
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probably be a considerable addition to them. I have already- 
mentioned tho desires of Middletown and Wallingford, where 
the Cburcli lias further increased since my last, and Mr. Camp 
has continued to read there with good success, and, I think, 
■will be a worthy and useful person, and he and they are 
abont addressing the Society for leave for him to go home 
for them next spring, and would bo humbly thankful if leave 
would be given him to go, by next fall, that he may embark 
early in the spring. They aro near raising their Church, and 
two more new Churehes are building, viz., at IJ'orwieh and 
Litchfield. The Church is very considerably increasing at 
I^ew-Haven, where the College is, and a considerable sum is 
already subscribed toward building a Church, and it is not 
doubted but between that town and West-Haven (a village 
within four miles, where there is already a neat little Church) 
there will soon be forty or fifty families, ily younger son 
has read Ha tho last fall and winter, chiefly at West-Haven, 
and sometimes at Branford and Guilford, as well as Eipton, 
bat as he lives at the College, the chief place of his useful- 
ness is there and at West-Haven. And I doubt not, by tho 
time of bis being of age, and perhaps before, there will be a 
flouriahing Cliurch there, which will be a place of much im- 
portance. 

'I'he dissenting gentleman's pernicious answer to Mr, White 
has, by the zeal of our sectaries, been reprinted, both at Bos- 
ton and York, and scattered all over the country, which does 
much daniage in prej udicing people against the Chm-eh ; and 
they are now reprinting (I suppose) the same gentleman's 
piece against subscription to explanatory articles ; it would 
therefore be of great use if we had, each of ns, a few copies 
of Mr. White's answers, to lend about as an antidote, and 
Mr, Harvest's, or some other author's, defence of subscription, 
against Chandler. 
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[Set). Mr. £each lo the S^etary.—Extraet.l 

Meading, in Connecticut, New-£. 



April Isi, 1749. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I have about four hundred constant hearers, all of -whom, 
excepting a very few, adorn tlieir profession hy a soher, 
righteous and godly life. Almost two-thirda of the inhabi- 
tants of this parish are Independents, who have two ministers 
of tlieir own persuasion. I baptise about sixty or seventy 
children commonly in one year, and some few adults, and 
am now preparhig two whole families for baptism who were 
bred Independents. My parishioners are poor, and liave but 
few negro slaves, but all they have, I have, after proper in- 
structions, baptised, and some of them are communicants, 
and appear to bo eerioua Christians. Our Church here, like 
the house of David, waxes stronger and stronger. 



Simshury, Nev)-England, July 4tk, 1749. 
ISjr, 

New-Cambridge and Cornwall. As to tlie first of these 
places I have attended nigh two years, and yet do, as often 
as I well can, and for which they willingly reward me and to 
my satisfaction ; yet, nevertheless, the Dissenters do oblige 
them to pay to the dissenting minister, and which they have 
refused, and for their refusal, were, four of them, committed 
to Hartford gaol, and in a place where they keep malefactors ; 
upon which they then paid their money to the collector, 
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Thomas Hart, of New-Cambridge. I accordingly demanded 
the money of said collector, but he refused, by reasoiij ae be 
said, of my mission not extending thither. Six more are now 
threatened, and whom I fear they will imprison. As to the 
other place, Cornwall, I have taken care of it near one year 
and a half, and they have taken the money from them also. 
I demanded the eame of the collector there, but he refused 
to pay me; one of these men, viz., Stephen Lee, being firmly 
attached to the Church, refused paying the collector for tlie 
support of the dissenting minister of the place, and for this, 
waa committed to the gaol of Hartford, at the news of which, 
I being but twelve miles distant, went and visited him; the 
man being poor, I took pity on him and released him, by 
paying his rate, which was seven pounds, and the charges 
likewise, which, with tbe rate, amounted to twenty-one 
pounds ; and this is the usage of -Dissenters toward Cliurchmen 
here, wliich very much grieves me. I therefore humbly beg 
the honourable Society would, as soon as they think it best 
and convenient, relieve the Charch imdcr its pi'esent circum- 
stances, and BO free it from ail its grievances and trouble. 
If the Society were pleased to appoint me over these places 
I have now the care of, it might put a stop to the Dissenters 
interfering with us more, for they at present seem to be reso- 
lutely bent to hurt, (and if it were possible,) to ruin the 
Church in these parts ; and as to my mission, they loot upon 
it to estend no further than Simsbury. 



[AVii. Mr. Fuadii-aon to the iSem-etaiy.—Xelraa.} 

Groton, 25;A September, 1749. 



In May I made another tour to the Union, about forty-iive 
miles from my house ; preached at Mr. Lawson's, where be- 
tween sixty and seventy persons were convened ; seven then 
declared conformity, and they have ever since upheld the 
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worship of God according to our most excellent liturgy ; in 
the evening returned sixteen miles to Mansfield, preached, 
and administered tho Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the 
next day, to sixteen communicants ; on Friday, performed 
eervice in the Church at ISforwich. During the heat of sum- 
mer have visited Charlestown, Preston, Stonington, Norwich, 
and South Groton. 



ISsv. ifr. Bibblee to the Secrstafy. — Sxtraci.'l 

Slamford, in CouTiecticut, 

Septemher 29th, 1749. 

Keverend Sir, 

I hless God that I have not laboured among them without 
some visible success in each of the places where I Iiavo per- 
formed divine service. I preach at Horse Neck the second 
Sunday in each month, about six miles froni Stamford ; have 
had some converts to the Church there, and the people have 
zealously exerted themselves to build a small chapel, of about 
thirty-six feet in length and twenty-five feet in breadth, to 
accommodate our assembly at these times, which they have 
enclosed and glazed, and if they could be favoured with a 
Bible and Common Prayer-Book for that Church, it would 
be a very welcome present, their Churchwardens having 
humbly desired me to request the same. Greenwich being 
not above five miles from Stamford, I have only occasionally 
officiated there upon week days, except two Sundays tho 
year past; and as they have no settled dissenting minister 
among them, they have invited me into their meeting-house, 
and the inhabitants of all sorts generally attend Church when I 
preach there ; and at Stamford there is a very visible alteration 
in the temper and disposition of the dissenting party ; in so 
much, that at sundry times when their meeting-house chanced 
to be destitute of a dissenting minister, our Church has been 
crowded by the attendance of Dissenters, and many of them 
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cheerfully united in tlie services of our lioly Ciiurcli, wliicli, 
together with the sundry converts already obtained, gives 
me great encouragement to hope, by the blessing of God, for 
abundant success in my ministry. 



[Ses. Mr. WatHiii to the Secnlari/.—I^ztracL'} 

New- Windsor, in tlie Provincd of N&w- York, 

in America, Ocloler \Uh, 1749. 

Reverend Sir, 

Having for three years past been in a very low state of 
health, in April last I took a journey into New-England to 
see if by that I could in any measure recover jay health ; 
and in my journey I was very earnestly requested by the 
people of Nonvalk to preach on Sunday, and administer the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to them, which aceord- 
ir^ly I did, and was much pleased to see such a large congre- 
gation and so many communicants ; the number of which 
was about seventy, who behaved very decently. I'rom 
tlience, as I have passed through Stratford, I was very much 
urged by the Reverend Dr. Johnson and some of the good 
people of Ripton to preach in a new Church in Ripton, and 
administer the Holy Sacrament there, which I likewise did : 
there I found a congregation of about three hundred people 
of the Church of England, where I also administered the 
Holy Sacrament to about sixty communicants, who behaved 
very devoutly and with much decency. 

I find the people of New-England, and especiallv in Con- 
necticut, generally are of a more zealous turn of mind than 
in those provinces which are to the west and south of it. 
IIezekiah Watxins. 
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[Se<s, Mr. Gabs io the Sfcrefary.—Sttraet.'\ 

Hartford Oaol, December 28^/t, 1749. 

Reverend Sir, 

In my last, whicli was but lately, I acquainted the Society 
of the Dissenters' ill usage toward the Churchmen of New- 
Cambridge, in obliging them to pay to them, and when, having 
demanded the money of the collector, was refused the same, 
and which put me upon sueing him before John HuinphreyB, 
Esquire, one of his Majesty's justices of the peace, in Sims- 
bury town, for my Churchwarden's rate of Caleb ilatthewsj 
but was cast, and for my refusing to pay the cost, an execu- 
tion has been out against me for some time, and is now 
brought and served by Jonathan Humphreys' constable, of 
that place, (Simsbury,) and I am by him taken and brought 
to Hartford, and so put into the gaol where I now am ; thus 
presumptuous and bold are these men in these parts. 



[.BfiiJ. Mr. Pandersoii to tM Sto'dary.'] 

March "^Tth, 1750. 

Keverend and dear Sir, 

There was some time since a statute, made in this govern- 
ment, to exempt the professors of the Church of England 
from paying taxes to dissenting ministei-s and meeting-houses, 
but expressed in such limited and ambiguous terras as to be 
tho occasion of many disputes and difficulties to the messen- 
gers of peace, to whose care they belong. I have been 
obliged to take out six or seven writs upon that statute, 
which, with my other papers, I shall soon transmit to the 
venerable Society, and in two of which I have been with- 
17 
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stood and cast, and could liave no appeal, and have been at 
more than £70 expense, and lie under an execution for £11, 
whicli was served on nic not many days since. I cannot but 
believe that the venerable Board will speedily employ their 
interest, not only to pat an end to such preeumptuoas and 
ontrageoua conduct from those who breathe by toleration, 
but also that the expense I have been at in those suits, and 
in defence of my children, for as such 1 look upon those who 
have committed the care of their souls to me, might bo or- 
dered to be returned. At present, being very much unwell, 
having last Saturday rode to Oiarlestown, part of the way 
in the rain, preached two eermona on Sunday and yesterday 
in Stonington, upon my return, got to my own house about 
nine. At present, I add only my fervent prayers to Almighty 
God for prosperity and success to that venerable Board, and 
an increase of liberty and peace to the professors of our most 
excellent Church, 

And am, Reverend Sir, yours. 

And the Society's laborious servant, 

Eben'k Pchdkeson. 



[ifer. Dr. Jo/iinuit lo ih» 



<i New-England^ 

March Z^th, 1750. 
Reverend Sir, 

The little hopes we can have, Sir, of having any of our 
candidates or destitute places provided for even ever so slen- 
derly, and for a long time, is a very great damp to the 
Church in these parts, which, however, would not bo wholly 
discouraged, provided it were practicable for them to obtain 
orders, if it were only upon such title as the people could 
make, which, though it would be very bard for them to do, 
they would, in some places, engage £30 per annum, and the 
candidates would accept of it, at least for the present, till 
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more conld te done for tliem, eitlier hy tho Society or the 
people themselves, aa they should increase. This is tlie case 
at Norwalb, Hebron, JUiddletown, with Walllngford and 
Guilford, with Branford, and I am desired by snndry of both 
people and candidates, to beg the direction of tiie Society 
how to proceed ; whether ^30 from the people can be ac- 
cepted for a title, and, if so, to whom they can apply for 
orders, since they can have no title from the Society J^or a 
long time. They would, however, in ihc mean time, do as they 
best can ; and I bog to be under the Society's direction, and 
entreat, that if no Bishop should come over into these parts, 
we may be advised time enough for tiiem to go home in the 
fall, whether orders can be had upon snch a title, and from 
whom. 

They are the more solicitous for this, for the reasons I gave 
in my last, viz., that the people must be forced to pay to the 
Dissenters till they have ministers of their own in orders. 
"We intend, indeed, to apply to our next assembly for relief, 
but I doubt the success ; mean time many of our people are 
frequently persecuted and imprisoned for their rates to dis- 
senting teachers, which they never had been in any stipula- 
tion with. Tlie ease of great numbers is extremely hard, if 
they can have no ministers in orders, neither from any title 
of the Society, nor from any that themselves can make, and, 
at the same time, cannot have the excellent liturgy and ser- 
mons of the Church read to tliem by candidates of their own, 
whom they would gladly support to the utmost of their power, 
if they could have their own money for their own purposes. 
In th^e straits, Sir, I beg you would tell us what we should 
do. 

A,Tii 1q add to all our other griefs, it seems we have some 
enemy or other that has represented us to the venerable 
Board, as presuming to vary from the established form of 
Prayer, omitting, adding or altering, c6c. This is very liard 
indeed, when we have given so much proof of our inviolable 
attachment to it, and that the established Kpiscopacy and 
liturgy is dearer to us than any thing in the world besides ; 
BO dear as to mate us leave ^a^^rs, mothers, hrothers, sis- 
ters, houses and lands, and venture our lives to the greatest 
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hazards for it; twenty-iive of as having gone a thousand 
leagues for Episcopal orders, of whom no less than five have 
lost their lives, and several others suffered the most danger- 
ous sictness, and all at tho expense of more than we could 
well afi'ord ; and all this, when we might have had the 
greatest applause of all our friends and acquaintances, if we 
could have made our consciences easy as we were, and the 
best preferments they could give. 

I have dihgently inq^uired what foundation there could be 
for this report, and can find none. Most of the Clergy and 
readers have read in my Church in my absence, and my 
people tell me they never heard the least variation^ nor can I 
find any thing of this kind in the Clergy or lay readers. One, 
indeed, tells mo he has sometimes added two or three words 
in the prayer after sermon, Grant wg, im heseeoh t/iee, &c., 
in which he had followed a. great example he lieard in Lon- 
don. Perhaps the first lesson, or some of the latter part of the 
liturgy may have been omitted on some esti'cme cold day, 
or in the collect of the day, for the gunpowder treason ; it may 
have been read, giving his late Majesty^ Sing Williamya 
safe arrival in England, instead of here^ which could not be 
true; and I should be glad if the informer were put upon 
proof, that if there ever was any thing worse than these it 
might be made to appear, that the offender might receive 
condign punishment. Sure I am there is nothing we have 
more at heart than to receive the free enjoyment of the Eng- 
lish establishment without variation, and the immediate in- 
spection of a worthy Bishop, to whom we would gladly ac- 
count for all our behaviour and conduct ; and, till any thing 
material is made out against us, I simply beg the Society's 
charity for us, and I believe I may safely challenge the in- 
former to make any thing of this kind to appear, and I am 
freely willing and shall be glad to leave this or any other 
controversy he may think fit to have with ns, to the wisdom, 
candour and justice of the venerable Society to judge be- 
tween us. 

Eeverend Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Samuel Jonssoir. 
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feu. Mr. Beach to the Secretary,] 



Meadingyin Connecticut, Wew-England, 

April Uh, 1750. 

Reverend Sir, 

As I take three Email congregationa professing tlie Church 
of England, at Ncw-Milford and New-Fairfleld, being betwixt 
eighteen and twenty-five miles distant from my dwelling, bo 
I last week visited them, and found that many of their neigh- 
boura from Independents are become a sort of extravagant 
enthusiasts, whieh, as yet, want a name. For their minister 
they have an ignorant mechaniek, not able to give a tolerable 
account of the first prineiplea of natural or revealed religion, 
as I have found by conversing with him ; hia praying and 
preaching, as they call it, is performed by screaming and 
hallooing to such a degree, that he may be heard at above a 
mile distant. He administera the Lord's Supper (aa he eays) to 
persons "who profess to be nnbaptised, and to Email children; 
and at the time when he presumes to administer that holy 
Sacrament, as credible spectators inform me, there is such a 
hideous and horrible acreaming and howling among hia com- 
municants, that one would be tempted to euspect that the 
devil was come visibly among them. I have taken Bome 
pains with this presumptuous man and hia bearera, but to lit- 
tle purpose, for they have renounced reason as carnal, and pre- 
tend to inspiration. I havebaptisedthishalf year fifty-eight, 
of whom five are adults ; some few of them were Indian child- 
ren. My congregations aj-e in a peaceable and growing eon- 
dition, and, I think, do increase in knowledge and virtue. I 
this day draw upon the treasurer for twenty-five pounda, and 
am,' Eeverend Sir, 

Tours, and the venerable Society's 

Meet obedient servant, 

John Beach. 
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[Stv. Mr, (Kiis to {hi Seci-ttarj^.-^Sxtraa.] 

/Simsbury, May 24M, 1750. 
Beverend Sir, 

The Dissenters remain yet insolent, as is manifest by their 
attempting to take away rates from some of my parishioners, 
■who are scarce two miles distant from the Church ; tlieir plea 
is that they are out of the bounds of Simebury. I did at first 
promise myself the satisfaction and pleasure of seeing a large 
growth of the Church here, but am now something ecrupu- 
lona of the same, as things at present are, and which I impute 
mainly to the want of a house, and which my people have 
not so much as attempted after, and which I am now alto- 
gether out of hopes of. 

"William Gibbs, 



iV". Gfoton, 25ih June, 1750. 
Beverend Sir, 

As the venerable Society have appointed me an itinerant 
missionary in Kew-England, the members of the Church of 
England, at Middletown, Cohasset, Guilford, "Wallingford, 
Mansfield, Stafford, &c., have submitted themselves to my 
pastoral care, and whatever ministerial taxes they have been 
assessed to pay, I have ordered to be entirely applied toward 
building their Churches and maintaining readers among 
them, without taking any part of tiiera myself. My dis- 
charges they have accepted in Middletown, Guilford, "Wal- 
lingford, Mansfield, Stafford, Canterbury, &c. ; but in Bran- 
ford and Cohasset they have, in the most violent manner, 
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ig, and imprisoning the members of the Church 
of England. The last winter, taking encouragement from 
my ill success in endeavouring to recover the taxes taken 
ahouC three years ago from one Jonathan Woodj and last 
year from Matthew Paul, of the Union, (who lost upward of 
twelve ponnds of our money, taken from hun, as will appear 
by the enclosed receipts,) great has been the expense and 
many the hardships I have been at in endeavouring to pro- 
tect the Church in that liberty only which the Baptists and 
Quakers universally enjoy in the government ; and I now 
despair, without the venerable Board will interpose and pro- 
euro an express order that tho professors of the Church of 
England shall enjoy, at least, the same ease and liberty that 
Dissenters are indulged in. There are so many coming over 
to the Church on the one hand, or going over to the Inde- 
pendents on tho other, that the Presbyterians (as they call 
themselves) imagine oppression and violence the only method 
to support their declining interest, as appears by their taking 
by distress more than five hundred pounds from the Inde- 
pendents in a less space than fifteen miles square, annually, 
for some years past^ which sufferings greatly excite my pity ; 
since both, though ecLually involved in schism and error, 
have, or ought to have, the same indiilgencc from the act of 
toleration. 

Since mine of the 26th of March last, upon the lith of May 
Iset out Upon a long journey ; went to Hartford to forward a 
memorial to the Assembly in favour of the Church ; the next 
day rode to Middletown, sixteen miles, and preached them a 
sermon ; the day after went down to Cohasset, fourteen miles ; 
preached the day following to a pretty congregation of 
Bincere Church people, all brought over to the Chnrch by 
God's blessing on my labours there ; the next day and follow- 
ing, preached in Guilford, christened four children, and went 
to Brauford ; preached to at least three hundred persons, ad- 
ministered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper to about 
thirty communicants, baptised four children ; the next day 
rode to 'Wallingford, preached to a pretty congregation, 
baptised three children; the next day went to Middletown, 
and tho day following, preached there ; the next day went to 
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East Haddam, livhere probably there never waa a minister of 
the Clmrch of England before, had a congregation of near 
one hundred persons, one child christened, and one couple 
married, added two to our Church, -who received the com- 
munion the first Sunday of this instant, and are persons of an 
excellent character ; the next day arrived at my house, so that 
in the space of twelve days I travelled near two hundred 
miles, preached nine sermons, and had near one thousand 
persons attend divine service in the several places. Upon 
the 12th of this instant, I preached at Windham, two persons 
declared for the Church ; the next day in Mansfield, christened 
a child ; the next day at Hebron, preached to a large congre- 
gation ; after service twenty of them signed a bond for thirty 
pounds sterling to ]Hr. Colton, annually, earnestly entreating 
the Society that ho may have leave to come home in the fall. 
Above all things, I earnestly entreat the venerable Society to 
have such compassion upon the members of the Cliureh of 
England, as to procure immediately a toleration for tliem from 
all such unrighteous oppression, that the messengers of peace 
they send into this government may not he perplexed and 
harassed by endless law proceedings. I have drawn for £8 
of my last quarter's salary, in favour of the Keverend Mr. 
Broughton, and the rest in favour of Mr. Woodhridge, 
And am, Reverend Sir, yours, 

And the Society's obedient, humble servant, 

Eeeh'r Pttnderson. 



[Ses. Mr. Graves to the Sishop of Zondon.—Eictraa.'] 

New-Londoii, July "iOtk, 1750. 
My Lord, 

To vindicate the cause of oppressed innocence, and relieve 
those who suffer for righteousness sake, is the command of 
our Saviour and a grand characteristic of His Iioly religion ; 
how far I have succeeded in this noble design, which now, in 
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all Immility, sues for your Lordship's eonaummating appro- 
bation, Mr. Copp, tlie bearer hereof, is both a -witness and 
example. This gentleman, who has had a liberal education, ac- 
cording to the methods practised ia this place, was descended 
from Presbyterian parents, and waa brought lip in the utmost 
prejudice to our religion. At my coming to this mission, I 
found him the publick master of a grammar and mathemati- 
cal school, supported solely by Presbyterian donations. By 
report he was a bigoted Independent, but a strict moralist 
Curiosity at first led me into his acquaintance, and conversa- 
tion informed me of his parts. His aversion to our Church, 
I easily apprehended, arose from zeal without knowledge- 
zeal for his own aect and ignorance of our reasonable service ; 
thence I applied myself to treat with him in an easy manner, 
and by degrees more closely upon topics of religion, and 
afterward induced him to read some books wrote in vindica- 
tion of our discipline, the happy consequence of which was, 
he admired and ingenuously owned his ignorance, confessed 
the purity of our Church, and has reasoned and read himself 
into a conscientious conformist, as I verily believe ; so that he 
is deprived of his office, and the very house he rented for 
some years is hired to another. However, he resolved to 
persevere in his well-grounded resolution, and to rely entirely 
upon the providence of that God, who has changed his dark- 
ness into light, and hence he presumes to cast Iiimself at your 
Lordship's feet, and, if found worthy, to implore the sacred 
imposition of your hands. God forbid that I should, from 
any motive whatsoever, recommend an improper labourer into 
Christ's vineyard ; and, therefore, am I humbly of opinion 
that this gentleman will make a very useful missionary. If 
it be for His glory, may God incline your heart to add him 
to our number, otherwise not. 

'Tis reported, my Lord, that yon intend to appoint a new 
Commissary in these parts, and tliat a native of the place is 
to discharge that office ; but I hope your Lordship (for God's 
sake pardon my well-intended freedom) will bo pleased to 
consider that, as an American is Commissary in the western, 
so to condescend that a European may be impowercd in the 
eastern part of this continent ; for my part, I am not at all fit 



•d by Google 



^bt» CHTTECH JH>CCMESTS, 

for that honourable post, "but -will te bold to saj, that Dr. Mc 
Sparran ia every way qiialiiied for it. Ail Europeans, espe- 
cially minieters, meet with a very ungracioua reception liere; 
and certain I am, that there ia a plan already formed to ex- 
tirpate us entirely ; a plan which, in ita embryo, I zealously 
opposed, and, by the help of God, hitherto have been enabled 
to defeat it ; a plan which, I doubt not to affirm, would 
shake the foundation of these infant Chnrclies, by easting us 
absolutely upon the mercy of tiie popnlace, and reduce us 
into a Presbyterian, servile dependence. It would be too 
tedious to trouble you with a recital of the whole affair, 
which the bearer, being perfectly acquainted with, will, at 
your Lordship's command, impartially relate. 

'Twould be too long as well as tragical to repeat the seve- 
ral difficulties^ severities and affronts which oiir hearers are 
harassed with, in many parts of this colony, by vigorous per- 
secutions and arbitrary pecuniary demands, inflicted on the 
conscientious members of our Church by domineering Pres- 
byterians, the old implacable enemies of Zion's prosperity 
and peace. These, your Lordship's sons, are imprisoned, 
arrested and nonsuited with prodigious cost, contrary to the 
laws of God and man. All professors of the Church of Eng- 
land, over whom' there is not a particular missionary appoint- 
ed, are obliged to support Presbyterian teachers and their 
meeting-houses — a cruel injustice and usurpation imposed on 
no other Society. This is solemn truth. As your Lordship 
is not only Bishop of these parts, but also one of his Majesty's 
most honourable privy council, I am confident a letter from 
you to some of your Clergy, with your Lordship's order or 
request to our General Assembly, that all the professors or 
members of the Church of England be exempted from all 
rates and demands whatever, collected for the support of 
other Churches and ministers tlian their own, would obtain 
the desired effect, and every day gain proselytes to our holy 
communion, who arc now restrained through fear of ad- 
ditional taxes. 

am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's humble servant, 

Matt. Gkaves. 
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[/"ran* MimUei oftht-So^dy.l 

2Qth July, 1750. 

At a general meeting of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, held on the 20th of July, 
1750— 

It waa reported from the Committee, that they had read 
a letter from the Reverend Mr. Mansfield, missionary at 
Derhy, in Connecticut, dated " Derby, December 26th, 
1749j" acquainting that the people of Derby and Oxford, as 
■well as those of Waterbury and Westbury, liave been sharers 
in the great oppressions 'which are laid upon the membera of 
the Episcopal Clmrch in that colony, by means of tlie dis- 
senting collectors distraming their goods toward the support 
of the dissenting teichera, and tiieir meeting-houses ; but 
notwithstanding this, his congregation adheres steadily to the 
Church, and the number of communicants in Derby is sixty- 
nine, in Waterbury seventy-seven, and he had baptised, in 
the preceding half year, twenty-fonr children. 

"Whereupon, the Committee inspected the minutes of the 
Society of the 17th of November, 1749, wherein the Society 
resolved to protect the members of the Church of England 
in all their just legal rights. 

JI, E.— These sort of complaints come by every ship al- 
most ; there are now some ministers of the Church of Eng- 
land Iq prison on account of their persecutions from the Dis- 
senters. 

[The original of tills K. 3J. iaia the liaadwritmg of Archbiahoi^ Seeker.— Ed.] 
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[M-morandiim of Dr. Searerrtfl, (tU SecrOary,) aimt the CIm-ter 0/ Connecturut 
From tJie SocUtfa^peri.\ 

The Charter of the Colony of Connecticut, in Wew-Eng- 
land, -was granted on the 23d day of April, in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of King Charles tlie Second, and power was 
given hy it to John "Winthrop, John Mason and others, to 
become a body corporate and political, by name of the Gov- 
ernors and Company of the English Colony of Connecticut, 
in New-England, in America, and, as such, to have a perpet- 
ual succession and common seal, and to choose annually, on 
every 6econd Thursday ia May, a governor, a deputy gov- 
ernor, and twelve assistants, to make reasonable laws, not 
contrary to the laws of England, and to revoke the same as 
hy the General Assembly, or the major part of them, ehall 
be thought fit ; and to do all other matters and things where- 
by the people, inhabitants there, may bo so religiously, 
peaceably and civilly governed, as tliat their good life and 
orderly conversation may win and invito the natives of the 
country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true God 
and Saviour of mankind and of the Christian faith. 

Complaint is made that several members of the Church of 
England, in tliis province, have been cast into prison by the 
magistrates for the non-payment of taxes, expressly assessed 
and raised for the building and support of Presbyterian 
meeting-houses and their teachers. 

Jif. B.— It is asserted that the Independents also are thus 
harassed on the same account, but Quakers and Anabaptists 
are excused. 
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{£ev. it". Matiefieid to the Sea-eiary.'\ 



ReTerend Sir, 

I have continned this last half year constantly to officiate 
ill the several parts of my misaion, and occasionally, espe- 
cially on holy days, at six or seven other towns, which are 
destitute of a missionary. The Church seems to he in a 
flourishing condition in the places which I visit, notwith- 
standing the hardships which some of them labour under in 
being distrained hy the dissenting collectors of money to 
support their teachers ; which, at the desire of the Church 
people of Brantford particularly, I mentioned in my letter of 
December 12th. This severity of the Dissenters will, I fear, 
ruin the interests of the Church in some places ; the people, 
by reason of heavy taxes laid upon them for the support of 
dissenting minister, being unable to make any provision for 
the building of Churches and buying glebes, and, consequently, 
almost despairing of enjoying the privileges of the Church. 
Some of these towns are about thirty and forty miles distant 
from Derby, the place of my residence ; yet as the people ex- 
press a very great desire of having the missionaries of the 
honourable Society come among them, I visit them as often 
as the care of my large mission will permit me. I have an- 
nexed my I^otitia Parochialis for Derby and "Waterbury, 
and have drawn upon the Society's treasurer £10 toward my 
support, 

And am, Reverend Sir, the Society's 

Kost obliged and obedient servant, 

KiCHAKD MANSFIELr. 
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[JSsT. JV, JbAntoa to the Secretary.— Extract.1 

Stratford, in N&w-England^ 

October 16th, 1750. 
E ever end Sir, 

As to our petition to our Assembly for power by law to 
tax ourselves, and collect our tax independent of the Dissent- 
ers, I am sorry to tell you that it is defeated. All the Cler- 
gy aud people -were unanimous in it, except the Eeverend 
Mr. Graves, but he could not see reason to approve of it, 
thinking it best the law should stand as it is, and we be sub- 
ject to the Dissenters to tax us and collect oar taxes, though 
the law forbids us a vote in raising them, with which many 
of our people were very uneasy. However, as the rest were 
agreed in it, they thought proper to go on ; but as he was 
pleased to oppose it by writing to some of the members of 
the Assembly, it was postponed till we had a meeting last 
fall, when he objected to the draught that bad been made. At 
length we agreed, and he with the rest, as we thought, that 
a new draught should be made, and to leave it to our attorney 
to make the draught as he thought best, by leaving out any 
mention of catechists or candidates, which also Mr. Graves 
had objected to ; but as the attorney (who was now the sole 
draughtsman) petitioned for taxing and collection powers, 
within ourselves, which Jlr. Graves disliked, he appeared at 
our last Assembly and entered his protest against it, as what 
be called a "spurious address." 

Upon this, again it was laid aside till this fall, and at our 
meeting last month he did not come, but sent a draught of 
his own, wherein he only petitions that the law, as it is, might 
be extended, and not that we might have power to tax our- 
selves and collect our taxes for the support of ministers ; and 
let us know if any other form of a draught was offered, he 
should appear at the Assembly aud oppose it, "We were all 
of opinion that his draught was not sufficient, because it left 
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US still under the power of the Dissenters to tax us and col- 
lect our taxes, without our having a vote in raising them, or 
choosing the collectors ; so, rather than have an open oppo- 
sition Ijcfore the Assembly, we thought it best to drop the 
whole aifair, and still bo at the mercy of the Dissenters, ae we 
were, though our case is very difficult. 
I remain, Keverend Sir, 
Your most humbl 

And most ooedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 



[/.'eo. Mr. Pundereon, to the Seerdar^.'] 

Groion, Octoher IHh, 1750. 

Kevcrend Sir, 

I have the pleasure to assure the venerable Society that a 
gi-eater success has attended my ministration for some months 
past, than has in any half year since employed hy the Socie- 
ty, and a more general concern to acquaint themselves with 
our best of Churches prevails among the people than at any 
time heretofore. As an evidence of which, I shall only men- 
tion two journeys I have' taken in said time. Upon the 14th 
of May I rode to Hartford, near fifty miles ; the next day to 
Middlctown, sixteen miles, gave tliem a sermon ; the next 
day went to Cohasset, where I performed divine service the 
day following to a considerable congregation; the next day 
at Guilford ; the day following at an out-house in said Guil- 
ford, and christened three children ; in the evening rode to 
Eranford, where, the day following, (*. P., Sunday,) preached to 
near three hundred persons, and administered the Holy Sacra- 
ment to upward of thirty persons ; the next day preached to 
a considerable number in "Wallingford ; upon Wednesday at 
Middletown; and upon Thursday at East Haddam, where 
probablytliorenever was a minister of the Church of England 
before, to near 100 pereons, married one couple, and christened 
one child ; the next day visited a person of excellent sense and 
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unspotted lifo at Middletowii, who was at tho CJmrch the day 
before, who, together with liis wife, declared for tho Churcii, 
and have both been at our commumon, in TTorwich, twice 
einee. So that ia twelve daya I rode 200 miles; preached 
nine Bermons ; added eight to our communion ; christened 
ten children. The 5th of September rode to Middietown, an.' 
preached there the next day ; the day following at East Ilad- 
dam ; on Sunday at Middietown, in their town honse, it 
being quite full; administered the two Sacraments ; their 
Church ia a beautiful timber building, and will soon be fit to 
meet in; a folio Bible and Common Prayer-Book would be 
rery acceptable to them ; the next day in a small Church in 
Wallingford ; tlie day following gave private baptism to a 
poor, weak child, as I went to my native place, New-IIaTen ; 
the Sunday after the commencement, preached in the State 
house, in that town, to a numerous assembly, notwithstand- 
ing Brother Thompson preached the same day in the Church 
at West Haven ; the day following at Branford ; upon Tues- 
day in the Church, at Guilford, to abundance ; the next day 
at Cohasset ; upon Friday, at MiUington, added there two 
more to our communion; tho next day christened tlireo 
children. I travelled in this journey about one himdred 
and sixty miles ; preached eleven sermons ; christened seven- 
teen children ; the Sunday before last was at Charlestown, 
and the last at Norwich ; the Church greatly increases at 
both those places. 

_ I shall trespass no longci- on your and the Society's pa- 
tience, save only to entreat their attention to what I trans- 
mitted last June, that the professors of the established Church 
may have ease and rest from such as delight in oppression ; 
and that I have drawn for my last quarter's salajy in favour 
of Mr. Dudley Woodbridge, 
And am, Reverend Sir, 

Yours, and the Society's faithful servant, 

Ebek'h Pumderson. 
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[Sev. Mr. Grave! to ihe Secretai-i/.^BxiracL] 

2f. Zondon, January 20ih, 1751. 

Eeverend and good Sir, 

'Tis a truth, I presume, self-evident, that invention is as 
necessary in letter writing as in composing sermons, and 
that a connection of thoughts, as far as the subject will ad- 
mit of, is ec[ually necessary in both, ^yith this distinction, 
that we may compose, having topics in abundance, when we 
will, but not write, for the contrary reason, when we please. 
The latter is my misfortune frequently, as at present. In my 
two last letters I exhausted my poor treasury of invention, 
BO tliat there's scarcely one reflection behind worthy your re- 
flection and review. "Wliat to do in tliis emergency I know 
not. Prudence advises me to be mute, " neseit vox missa re- 
verti f obedience to tho instruction of a\j venerable supe- 
riors, to write. " J*ri7ictpibus placuisse viris non iiltima 
laus est;'" and sure I am 'tis better, in all lights and at all 
hazards, to demonstrate my best, though imperfeet duty, by 
a cheerful compliance, than to incur tlio censure of ingrati- 
tude by a guilty silence. 

The Cliiircli of Kew-London certainly increases, and though 
those Dissenters who attend most constantly are not open, 
declared professors, yet their frequent appearance is, to me, 
a proof of their intention ; and the repeated descrtionof their 
own, shows their tacit approbation of our religion. I liave 
baptised about five since my last, but before my next ehall 
have baptised a Quaker of about fifty years old and upward, 
and his two adult children. Tlio communieants inerease but 
slowly. A letter just come from Hebron has revived my 
decaying spirits, and enlarged my thoughts. Sure no man 
bad ever such a knotty people to engage with, for nothing 
but persecutions, afflictions and bonds, in the most literal 
sense, for the Gospel's sake, are my certain lot among tJiat 



•d by Google 



people ; but I hope there arc five righteous to be found there, 
for -whose spiritual interest I beg leave to intercede for the 
rest. One Mr. Thompson, who is a gentleman of very great 
estate, desires his duty and services to be presented to the 
honourable and religious Society, and that I may acquaint 
them that if they will either send them a missionary, or permit 
them to send a candidate home, he will, out of his own estate, 
give a glebe of twelve acres of good land, and cause a house 
to be built for a minister, and enter into bonds for the per- 
formance thereof. I desire you will be pleased to intimate 
this to the lionourable Society, for I am persuaded 'twill be 
the certain means of propagating the Gospel in tiiese parts. 
'Tis his opinion and mine, that the most certain way to ac- 
complish that glorious end, would be to authorize the mis- 
sionary of Hebron to take care of Bolton, which lies at one 
end of it, and the adjacent parts, and to preach one Sunday in 
the old Church at Hebron and the other in the new ; for tliis 
gentleman, who is very able, is very desirous, also, to have 
two Churches, [one] at each end of tlie parish, about eight 
miles distant from each other. I must add that 'tis my con- 
seientious opinion Kr. Colton is quite unfit for lioly orders, 
unle^ a covetous man, a farmer, an apothecary, a merchant, 
and a usurer, is qualified for the ministry, for such and all 
these he surely is ; hut I solemnly declare there are more and 
more notorious reasons why such a man should never be or- 
dained. All that I shall add about Hebron is, that inasmuch 
as they are veiy wicked, they have the greater necessity 
for a good resident minister, and, therefore, I humbly desire 
you will be pleased to consider this good design of Mr. 
Thompson, and give it all the weight you can before the 
venerable Society, 
And I am, good Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
And aft^ectionate brother. 

Matt. Graves, 
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[-Sm. M: IMbUe to the Seeretary.—Extrad.l 

Siamford, Conneoticut, in JH'. England, 

April U, 1T51. 

Reverend Sir, 

The Church at Norwalk appears very thankful that the 
Society is pleased to determine in their favonr, and to grant 
them, in conjunction with Eidgefield, to be a mission. At 
their instance and request, I preacled in the Church of iNor- 
walk the fourth Sunday in Jlareh last, to a large congregation, 
and gave the communion to upward of sixty persons. I have 
appointed Sunday after Easter to bo at Eidgefield, where the 
poor people have been entirely destitute of the publick ad- 
ministration of religion tlie year jjast, except once a quarter 
on Sundays, and oftener on week days. I have officiated 
among them on the Sunday after Christmas. I gave the com- 
munion at Ridgefleld to upward of forty persons. Truly, Sir, 
the harvest is plenteous, but tiie labourers are few, and our 
earnest prayers to the Lord of the harvest is, that a door 
may be opened for a further supply of faithful labourers. I 
have been obliged, in a great measure, to act the part of an 
itinerant missionary ever since my return in holy orders, by 
reason of the destitute circumstances of tlie poor people scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep without a shepherd, as there are .many 
twenty or thirty miles back into the country who frequently 
sent for me. Brother Lamson has taken the principal care 
of the Church of Norwalk for the year, excepting visiting 
them on special occasions in case of sickness, &c., on which 
occasions I have been frequently sent for. I liave complied 
with the request of sundry poor people living back on the 
" oblong," so eaUed, a tract of land, as it were, lying between 
the governments of New- York and Connecticut, twenty or 
thirty miles. I liave engaged to travel up amongst them tlie 
first week iu May next, where there is no settled minister of 
any denomination among them, and, I am informed, many of 
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them are professors of our holy Chnrcb, but destitute of the 
nieana of ealvation, and seldom have an opportimity to de- 
vote their children to God in covenant. I have appointed to 
preach at three different places that week on the "oblong." 
My parish remains, by the blessing of God on my labours, in 
peace and unity. We have sundry accessions to tho Church 
since my last of the 29th of September. I preached last 
Christmas to a numerous assembly ; multitudes of the Dis- 
senters came to Church and behaved ■with great decency. 
Seven heads of families have declared conformity since my 
last account, in Stamford, and some at Horse Neclc and Stan- 
wick. I baptised but one adult; twenty-six infants, white; 
one, black ; three added to the communion. 

Tlie dnties of my parish are considerable ; and these, to- 
gether with the additional duties which, in compassion, I 
have performed among the poor people at Ridgefield, and at 
other places, as I have been occasionally sent for, have ren- 
dered ray family circumstances difficult, so that the principal 
discouragement I labour under is with respect to my support. 
My people ti-uly contribute according to their ability to my 
support, but there arc many whoso circumstances are so in- 
digent, that I am obliged to remit their taxes, or suffer them 
to be distressed by the dissenting collectors ; for, by the laws 
of this government, the professors of the Church are taxed as 
their dissenting brethren are ; the tax is gathered by a col- 
lector of their appointing, and he generally, by a too great 
remissness in doing his duty, or by unreasonable severity 
upon the professors of the Church of England, endeavours to 
distress the Church and hurt the minister of it, and in some 
parts of my parish, I have been no small sufferer in this re- 
spect. 

I am most sincerely, Eeverend Sir, 

Tour most obedient, most humble servant, 

EsENEZER DlBBLEE. 
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Stratford, in 2few-l 

April lUh, 1751 

Eeverend Sir, 

Aa this -will probably go by Messrs. Camp and Colton, 
■wliom we have recommended to my Lord of London for 
holy orders, I would take thia occasion to suggest that, aa it 
is now much less a charity to provide for a school in this 
town than heretofore, since the schools are of late better pro- 
vided for by law than formerly, by money arising from the 
sale of some uncultivated publick lands, Hr. Urowne tells 
me be is willing to resign his salary from the next Michael- 
mas. I know Eipton people will hope to have it converted 
to them for a minister. I wish it eoiild be so ; but whether the 
venerable Board will be pleased to admit of this, or add £5 
to it and divide, for a little stipend to each between these 
candidates, or whatever other disposition they shall please to 
make, I entirely submit to their wise goodness. 

I now proceed to answer the other parts of your kind letter 
of October 19th. What gave me uneasy apprehensions rela- 
ting to the order you mention was, that it seemed to relate 
to such aa were in the Society's service, as the words were. 
I had been informed that I was censured myself by some in- 
vidious person on account of my making some little additions 
and variations in adapting some of the prayers of the liturgy 
to the use of famihes for country people, in an appendix to a 
sermon I published at the opening of our Church, in which 
I followed sucli examples as Mr. U"elson, and otlier devotional 
writers of good credit ; and as I have good reason to believe 
that this, with an invidious spirit toward me and some others, 
was the occasion of that information, I presume to enclose 
here a copy of that poor sermon, (which I had not otherwise 
ventured to do,) for I would do nothing but what I would 



•d by Google 



278 CBCRCH DOCUMENtSi 

■willingly snbmit to the correction of the Tenerable Board, 
my benefactors. 

As to such young readers as are not in the Society's ser- 
vice, I cannot yet find any fact ; iiowever, they are sufficiently 
cautioned. 

As to New-Cambridge, tho fact was as Mr. Gibbs repre- 
sented it ; but aa they are much nearer to one of Mr. Mans- 
field's parishes, viz., Waterbnry, than to Mr. Gibbs, and so 
ho can better recover their rates by our law, they have since 
put themselves under his protection, and so that matter is 
accommodated ; but there are many in several places that 
are at eneh a distance from any incumbent in orders, that 
they caimot have the benefit of the law, and so they are still 
imprisoned for non-payment to Dissenters. 

I am very glad. Sir, to understand by your letter, that tho 
Society are determined to su^art the tnembers of the Church 
here so far as they can, c&c. y but, indeed, I do not tnow what 
they can do, so long as the charter of this government standa 
as it does ; by virtue of which they esteem themselvea an in- 
dependent Legislature, and so not only do not send home 
their laws to be confirmed by the King and Council, but in- 
sist that they are by no meana obliged to do so ; whence it 
comes to pass, that they pass many acta highly detrimental 
even to themselves, to trade in general, and so to tho nation 
aa well as to the Chnrch, especially relating to their paper 
money, which is a source of very great injustice in many re- 
spects, as they manage it. On which account, I humbly 
conceive it would be happy, for themselves as well as the 
Church, if the legislature at home sliould reduce them to a 
state of mere dependence on the Crown, by obliging them to 
accept, of a new or explanatory charter, by which nothing 
should be allowed to pass for law without )iis Majesty's as- 
sent, as in Massachusetts ; for want of which, the wiser and 
better part are so dependent on tho people, that they dare 
not exert themselves as they would for the best, and so are 
run away with by a prevailing mob, and the law is a univer- 
sally vague and uncertain thing, both in legislation and exe- 
cution, and the government is so popular, that they scarce 
know what it is to he governed, and so are extremely apt to 
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run into endless factions, and that in the affairs of reli;^on as 
Well as in State. 

But as you desire aparticular account, &c., that the Soci- 
ety may have a clear notion of the condition of things in this 
colony, I here enclose No. I,, a copy of our charter, by which 
it may be judged whether tliey have any right to make any 
establishment of religion ; and the rather, as we hnmbly ap- 
prehend that the Church of England is already established 
in these plantations, hy the act of imion with Scotland; and 
the Lord's justices, in a letter to Lieutenant- Governor Dum- 
mer,in the year 1725, declared it to be an iuvasion of hia 
Majesty's prerogative for any of his subjects to presume to 
make any establishment of religion without his royal assent. 
No. IL You have a copy of their law by which they have 
made a kind of establishment of religion without his royal 
assent. No. IIL will show what their law is about sup- 
porting their minister and collecting the rates. No. IV. 
contains a law that fear extorted from them by a jail full of 
our people, who at the same time addressed the lato Bishop 
of London, from thence giving an account of their sufferings. 
This law provides only for such aa can and will attend, 
which is Bucli a vague expression that, to what distance or 
frequency it shall extend, depends on the judges who favour 
us more or less,' according as tliey are affected. Sometimes 
a case has been lost in suing for the rates of such aa lived 
within four, five or six miles of a Cliurch, with an incumbent 
in orders ; and what made this law the more grievous, or 
rather less easy, Was that, by the law No. V., our people 
Were excluded from their Society, or parish meetings, and so, 
from any vote in raising the rates or choosing the collectors, 
and tliis, we think, inconsistent with the English constitution, 
that they should be obliged to pay money tliey had no vote 
in raising: upon which we offered the memorial No. VL, 
in which we petition to have leave to be embodied into So- 
cieties within ourselves, and so to have the same powers by 
law with our neighbours, and to extend to all tho people of 
our Church, though they have not an incumbent near them 
in orders, &c. ; and we had some reason to hope it would 
have been granted if it had gone on ; and, if it had been 
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negatived, I intended (which I thought the only course we 
could take) to liave sent it, with a copy of their negative ; but 
aa I intimated in my last, we could not bring it to the trial 
by reason of the violent opposition of the Eev. Mr. Graves. 
And, lastly, that the Society may see their treatment of ns, 
I enclose No. VII. An accoimt sent me of the present ease of 
one little collection of people, by which that of many others 
may be easily conceived, and I thought it best to send it in its 
native simplicity, as they sent it. And these people never were 
in any stipulation with the dissenting minister, and at the same 
time, at a great expense (with others in the neighbouring towns 
of Guilford and Branford, whose case is the same) in building 
a Church, and providing for the support of a minister. 

Thus, Sir, I have given as exact and clear a state of our 
case as I am able. I would only humbly beg leave to sug- 
gest whether it would be advisable to mention any thing of 
my writing in this manner Jn the " abstract," as it may be a 
prejudice to the Church, should it be known among as, of 
my writing so particularly about the government; and, in- 
deed, I doubt whetlier it be best that any greater number of 
the "abstract" be sent hither than to each minister a copy 
or two, since our adversaries have of late been making such 
wicked work from them, in miscepresenting and abusing 
both the Society and us. 

I am, Eeverend Sir, your most liumble, 

And most obedient servant, 

Samuel Johnson. 

Enclosures. 
No. II. 

{Seferred to in tke/oregoinij,) 

Anno Kegni Annf, JSegin^e, Septimo. 
An act in approbation of the Agreement of the late liev. 
Elders and Messengers of all the Churches in this govern- 
ment, made and concluded at Say-Brook, Anno, &c., 1708. 
The Eeverend ministers, delegates from ye Elders and 
igers of the CJinrches, in this government, met at Say- 
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Brook, September ye ninth, one thousand seven hundred and 
eight ; having represented to this Assembly a confession of 
faith, lieads of agreement and regulation, in yo administra- 
tion of Church discipline, aa nnanimously agreed, and con- 
sented to by ye Elders and messengers of all ye Churches in 
this government. 

This Assembly do declare their great approbation of such 
a happy agreement; and do ordain yt. all the Churches 
within this government, that are, and shall be thus united in 
doctrine, worship and discipline, be, and for the future shall 
be, owned and acknowledged, established by law : 

Provided always, that nothing herein shall bo intended or 
construed to hinder or prevent any Society or Church that is 
or shall he allowed by the laws of this government, who so- 
berly differ or dissent from the united Churclies hereby estab- 
lished, from exercising worship and discipline in their own 
way, according to their consciences. 



As EXTRiCT FROM THE AcT FOK THE SETTLEMENT AND SuPPOET 
OF MiNISTEKSj &C. 

And when any such rate or tax is granted and made, as 
aforesaid, viz., by the major vote of each parish or Society, 
the said selectmen or committee shall apply to some assist- 
ant or justice of ye peace, in ye same county, for a writ or 
warrant, directed to the collector or collectors, cliosen and 
appointed to collect such rate or tax, enabling him or them 
to levy and collect ye same, which assistant or justice shall 
forthwith proceed to grant our said writ. 

And every such collector or collectors shall, with con- 
venient speed, levy and collect every such rate committed to 
him or them; the whole of which they shall do, and pay 
unto ye said minister or ministers, within two months after 
ye yearly salary becomes due, for ye payment of which such 
rate or tax ia or shall be granted. 
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No. IV. 
Anno Eegni Regis Geokgii Becimo Tektio. Anno, 172T. 
An act providing how ye taxes levied on ye professors of 
ye Church of England for ye support of ye gospel shall be 
disposed of, and for exempting said professors from paying 
any taxes for ye building meeting-houses for ye present es- 
tablished Churches of this government. 

Upon tlie prayer of Moses Ward, of Fairfield, Church- 
warden, and ye rest of ye Churchwardens, Vestrymen, &c., 
praying this Assembly, by some act or otherwise, to free them 
from paying to dissenting ministers, and from building dis- 
senting meeting-houses, complaining that money has been 
lately taken from them by distress, &c. ; further urging that 
there might be some provision made by ye law, for obliging 
the parisliioners to pay to the support of their ministers. 

Be it enacted, by the governor, council and representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that all persons who are of the Church of England, 
and those who are of ye ChurcJies established by ye laws of 
this government, yt. live in ye bounds of any parish allowed 
by this Assembly, shall be taxed by ye parishioners of ye 
said parish, by yo same role, and in ye same proportion, for 
yo support of ye ministry in such parish ; but if it bo happens, 
that there bo a Society of yc Church of England, -whore there 
is a person in orders, according to ye Canons of ye Church 
of England, settled and abiding among them, and performing 
divine service so near to any person yt. had declared himself 
of the Church of England that lie can conveniently, and doth 
attend ye publick worehip there, then the collectors, having 
first indifferently levied ye tax, as aforesaid, shall deliver ye 
taxes collected of such persons declaring themselves, and at- 
tending, as aforesaid, unto ye ministers of ye Church of Eng- 
land, living near nnto such persons ; which minister shall 
have full power to receive and recover yo same, in order to 
his support in the place assigned to him. 

But if such proportion of any taxes be not sufficient in any 
Society of ye Church of England to support ye incumbent 
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there, then s«ch Society may levy and collect of them who 
profess and attend, as aforesaid, greater taxes, at their own 
discretion, for the support of their minister. 

And the parishioners of ye Church of England, attending, 
as aforesaid, are hereby excused from paying any taxes for ye 
building meeting-houses for ye present established Churches 
of this government. 



No. V. 
An Extract from the Act foe Fokming and Eequlating 
Societies ok Paihskes, May, 1746. 
Ee it farther enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no 
pereon shall presume to vote in any Society meeting afore- 
said, nnless Sach person hath a freehold in the same town 
or Society, rated as fifty shillings or forty pounds on ye 
common list ; or is a person of full age and in full commun- 
ion with the Church ; nor shall any person who is or shall 
be, by the law of this government, freed or exempted from 
ye payment of those taxes granted by any town, or Society 
for ye support and ye worship and ministry of ye Presby- 
terian, Congregational or ConsociatedChurchesof this govern- 
ment, and for the building and maintaining meeting-houses 
for such worship, on account or by reason of his dissenting 
from the way of worship and ministry aforesaid, be allowed 
or admitted to act or vote in any town or Society meeting, in 
those Totes which respect or relate to ye support of ye wor- 
ship and ministry aforesaid, and ye building and maintaining 
of ye meeting-houses aforesaid. 



No. VI. 

A Memoriai, offered to the AsBEirCLY IN 1749. 

To the honourable the General Assembly of his Majesty's 
Colony of Connecticut, to be held in Hartford, in said 
colony, on ye second Thursday of May, 1749, the Ms- 
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niorial of ye Churchwardena of several Societies of ye 
Church of England, in behalf of said Society, in said col- 
ony, linmbly ehoweth : 

That your memorialists, entirely sensible of, and highly 
thankfnl for ye many favoura and advantages which they 
enjoy, under the influence and government of this legislature, 
and cheerfully use every opportunity to express their grati- 
tude therefor, and in particular for ye happiness they have 
long enjoyed under ye act of 1727, exempting them from 
paying taxes to other than the ministers of their own profes- 
sion, which act was well calculated, as we conceive, so long as 
it answered the good purposes intended by the enactors of it ; 
but the late act of May, 1746, having excluded ye members 
of ye Churcli of England from voting in Society meetings, 
and from having any hand in raising thoso taxes which they 
are obliged to pay, and ye circumstances of yo Church of 
England, in this colony, being in some measure altered since 
ye making that act, particularly in that whereas, at ye time 
of making that act, there were few members of ye Church of 
England but what were regularly embodied, and had a 
. Clergyman in orders, abiding among them, for which case 
only said act provides. There are now in many places num- 
bers of that profession, who, through unavoidable difficulties, 
cannot procure or maintain Clergymen among them, who 
would and do maintain Catechists or candidates for holy or- 
ders, according to the practice allowed and approved of by 
ye Society, in England, for propagating, &c. ; which, creating 
a very considerable expense to them, they cannot but esteem 
it a heavy burthen on them to be obliged, at ye same time, 
to pay rates to the ministers according to the establish- 
ment in this colony ; and whereas, ye collectors of rates 
in ye parishes where there are Societies of ye Church of 
England, complain that it is a burthen on them to coUect in- 
discriminately ye rates of both professions, without any ad- 
vantage or reward arising from ye collection of ye rates of 
ye professors of ye Churcli of England ; and whereas, tlio dis- 
proportionate numbers of professors of ye Church of England 
and ye Presbyterians require taxations in different proper- 
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tions for ye support of their respective ministers, according 
to their different numbers, and ye members of one and ye 
eame Church of England are differently taxed by reason of 
their living in different ecclesiastical Societies, and -whereas, 
should the law of '37 be repealed, and no provision made in 
lieu thereof, it might be of ill consequence, aa tending to 
weaken ye obligation men are under to pay to ye support in 
some way or other of worship and ministry, it might greatly 
unhinge ye minds of ye people by seeing so great a number 
of their neighbours entirely exempted from paying any rates. 
Your honour's memorialists are humbly of opinion that to 
prevent these inconveniences is a matter not unworthy the 
attention of this honourable Assembly ; and do therefore 
humbly pray your honours to take these things into your 
wise consideration, and by an act of this AssemTily for that 
purpose, provide that wherever there be any Societies of ye 
professors of ye Church of England within the limits of ye 
parishes by law established, who have ministers ordained ac- 
cording to the Canons of ye Church of England, abiding 
among them, or candidates for holy orders with them resid- 
ing and performing divine service, who are approved and 
allowed by ye Clergy of ye Cliurch of England within this 
colony, or are at charge in building Churches or procuring 
glebes, that in all such eases, such professors of ye Church 
of England, having certified their professions to ye Clerk of 
ye Society in which they dwell, and voluntarily caused their 
names to be enrolled as such professors, shall be exempted 
from paying any taxes toward the building meeting-houses, 
or to the support of ye ministers of any other denomination, 
and shall have granted to them parish privileges, and have 
power, within themselves, to meet and tax themselves, in 
what manner and proportion they think proper for ye sup- 
port of their ministers or candidates and for building their 
Churches, &c. ; and to choose collectors, who shall have 
power to collect such taxes, and to be governed and directed 
by the same laws that collectors of Society rates in this colony 
arc, or in some other way, as your honours, in your wisdom, 
shall judge proper to grant relief to your memorialists, who, 
as in duty bound, &c. 
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N. B. — This was signed by a number of Chnrchwardens of 
the several Churches, or by their order, as many as could 
have opportunity, except iNew-London.* 



[Sen. Jfr, Oiibs io ike Secr«tary.-^E:dractJ\ 

Slmsbury, MaraTt 25M, 1751. 
Reverend Sir, 

"Whereas the Dissenters have been, as I have represented 
to the honourable Society, very insolent as to their oppressing 
the members of the Church, there now appears in them a re- 
laxation and respite as to the same, and there seems a great 
fear of an after scourge. This may, I believe, prevent them, 
from any further proceedings, not but that their -wills are as 
good as ever, and ■which is apparent by their late threat, even 
this winter, toward some of the Church people living out of 
Simsbury four miles ; but they at present do forbear, and, I 
am apt to think, will cease meddling witli the Church any 
more. 

One of my parishioners, a late conformist, "whose residence 
is but a little way from Simsbury, and in the bounds of Farm- 
ington, has met with some kind of oppression. I have not as 
yet undertaken to defend him, by reason that I fear justice 
will not be allowed me, though, according to the law, it 
should and ought to be. I have, therefore, thought it best to 
forbear a while longer. 

As to the Church hero, it is as I represented ; it lays very 
open and unfinished, and which grieves me much. "Were my 
people but resolutely bent and engaged, they might then do 
according to what is expected of them, and there might 
probably then bo largo additions to the Church ; but then, 
again, tliat which may deter some of them from embracing 
it is the oppression it is nnder, and meets with, and thus is 
the growth of it in some measure retarded, 
I remain, Keverend Sir, 

Tlie Society's most obedient, humble servant, 

"WlLT.IAX GiBBS 
' Mr. Graves was tlio minister nt New -London.— Ed. 
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[S^. Mr. Gibba to tU Secretary. ] 

Simsbury, July lUh, 1T51. 

!Revereiid Sir, 

I received your letter in June, and as to these laws you are 
desirons of knowing, I can give no fuller account of them 
than what the Keverend Dr. Johnson has, having lately con- 
sulted him on that affair ; but it may not he amiss to send that 
which tho Dissenters have so greatly insisted upon, viz.: 

B& it enacted, ly the Governor^ Council and MepresentOi- 
tives, m General Court assemlled, and ly the authority of 
the same, That all persons who are of tho Church of Eng- 
land, and tliose who are of the Church established by the 
laws of tliia government, that live in the bounds of any parish 
allowed by this Assembly, shall bo taxed by the parishioners of 
the same parish, by the same rule and in the same proportion, 
for the support of the ministry in such parisli. But if it so 
happen that there be aSocioty of the Church of England where 
there is a person in orders, according to the Canons of the 
Church of England, settled and abiding among them, and 
performing divine service so near to any person that hath 
declared himself of tho Church of England, that he can con- 
veniently, and doth, attend tho public worship there, then 
the collectors, having first indifferently levied the tax, as 
abovo said, shall deliver the taxes collected from such persons 
declaring themselves and attending as aforesaid, nnto the 
minister of the Church of England living near unto eneh 
persons, which minister shall have full power to receive and 
recover the same in order to liis support in the place assigned 
to him ; but if each proportion of taxes be not sufficient in 
any Society of the Church of England to support the incum- 
bent there, then such Society may levy and collect of them, 
who profess and attend as aforesaid, greater taxes, at their 
own discretion, for tho support of their minister; and the 
parishioners of the Church of England are hereby excused 
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from paying any taxes for building meeting-houses tbi- the 
present established Churches of this government. 

Now, from this, the Dissenters' plea ia ; That those of our 
communion who live remote, do not answer this law, by rea- 
son of their not conveniently attending, as they say. I hope 
there will be no more difHeulties, but yet I am not without fear. 
Two persons of this town have lately conformed to the Church, 
and I am satisfied several more would come, if the people 
would but buiid a house, and which there are no signs of. 

The house which I at present inhabit has been sold some 
time ago, and I do expect the person wiU move into it by the 
fall ; and whether my people do intend to provide for me, I 
can't really say. They will not, or they care not, to give me 
a satisfactory answer when asked, so that this must make a 
removal very necessary, and which, I hope, the Society will 
consider. 

I remain, Kev. Sir, your affectionate servant and brother, 
And the Society's most obedient, humble servant, 
"William G-iebs. 



[Eev. Mr. Oraves to Ihe S^a-elaiy.] 

Jf. Zondon, October 10th, 1751. 
Eeverend and Good Sir, 

It is impossible to describe the satisfaction I received upon 
reading the animating letter to poor Mr, Gibbs. Surely, he 
as well as others of us have suffered religious persecution in 
the most literal sense. As the letter is wrote with a truly 
Christian sympathy and necessary indignation, as well as an 
unchangeable resolution to support the missionaries, and 
protect our oppressed and worthy converts, so I presume it 
will, in the mean time, be of great service to enable us to 
carry on the blessed work of propagation and conversion, if 
the wisdom of the venerable Society will judge it proper to 
send each of us in Connecticut such another letter, em- 
powering us to preach in all the neighbouring parts, that the 
envious, bigoted Dissenters of this colony, so oppressive and 
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notorious for stifling and perplexing our gi-owing religion, 
may know yoo have a power of explaining your own words 
and to assert your liberty of your own charter; a charter 
whose nature is purely spiritual, whereas, that of this jealous 
colony is wholly civic. I have lately carefully canvassed it, 
and there is no clause in it respecting religion except this 
following sentence. They have a power to " direct, rale and 
dispose of all other (viz., civic) matters and things wlicreby 
our said people, inhahitants there, may he so religiously, 
civilly and peaceably governed, that their good life and or- 
derly conversation may win and invite the natives of the 
counby to the knowledge and obedience of the only true 
God and Saviour of mankind and the Christian faith, which 
is our royal intention and the adventurer's free profession, is 
the only and principal end of this plantation." 

Mr. Punderson has lately been cast in onr Superior Court, 
suing for his rates ; and I assure you, one of the principal 
leaders of this government told mo expressly, that the courts 
are determined to overrule all our proceedings in such cases. 
I lately waited upon our deputy-governor, and told him 
plainly, that though the law about rates was very ec[ual and 
just in its beginning, yet the conclusion was full of a 
guity, snares and deceit ; that we missionaries were ^ 
abused and despised by this government, as persons exposed 
to publick contempt, and our hearers to exactions and op- 
pression. He told me we were treated according to law, and 
deserved no other usage ; that imprisoning Mr. Gibbs and 
casting Mr. Punderson were just acts, and that their laws 
should be executed. I answered, their proceeding against us 
and our hearers, who lived remote, were arbitrary, and con- 
trary to the practice of Europe, and that no English history 
could produce an instance of any dissenting teacher being so 
scandalously and barbarously dealt with. Fpon the whole, 
I find that he (who is in principle an Independent) is resolved 
to baffle the authority and crush our endeavours. May God 
restrain the remainder of his wrath, 

I am, good Sir, your most obedient and grateful servant, 
And affectionate brother, 

Matt. Graves. 
19 



•d by Google 



CSUECH DOCnMEKTS. 



[Sen, Mr. FuinUrtoa to ihe Secretary. — Extraet-I 

Groton, in J^mo-England, 

December Gth, 1751. 

Keverend Sir, 

Our blessed Lord having assured us that a good shepherd 
■will lay down liis life for his iioek, I tliought best to spend 
some of my temporal interest in defending my flock from the 
cruel oppression of their advei-saries ; and as £77.10 has been 
distrained from nine persons, wlio were brought over to the 
Church by me since my complaint of June, 1750, £40 of 
which was taken from four persons in N. Guilford, wlio, 
with many others, declared for the Church in September, 
1747, and have ever since attended the service of the Church, 
to whom Jlr. George Bartlett (befoi'e this a Deacon among 
the Presbyterians and brother-in-law to Dr. Johnson) has con- 
stantly read prayera and sermons, I Lave sued for tlicir 
taxes, and obtained judgment against most of tlie collectors 
oefore the Justices' Court, but, by writ of error and an ap- 
peal, I have finally recovered but twelve pounds. In the 
case of Deacon Bartlett, although these concessions were 
made by the opposite party at the County Court, to whieh 
they appealed, viz. : 1. That I was an itinerant missionary in 
New-England ; 2. That in the year 1747 a number of people 
made declaration of conformity to the Church of England in 
saidN. Guilford, forty-four miles from Groton, and submit- 
ted themselves to my charge ; 3, Tliat I ordered them to at- 
tend divine service, which they liave constantly done ever 
since, said Bartlett being their reader ; 4. That tlicir collector 
for tho year 1748 took of said Bartlett upward of eleven 
pounds, he being a professed Churchman ; 5. That I have 
constantly attended them every half year, except last spring ; 
after an attendance of ten days,' judgment was given against 
me in direct opposition to the enclosed maxims upon law and 
for the construction of statutes and reasons annexed ; and as I 



•d by Google 



CONSECTIODT — 1751. 291 

observed to the judges, 'tis very surprising that a statute, 
professedly made at tlie desire and in favour of the Church, 
should be used to the oppression and vexation of it, as the 
venerable Society gave me assurance of their interposition to 
put a final period to this violent oppressive spirit, which is 
not only peculiar in this government, hut also peculiarly 
displayed against the Church of England. Quakers and 
Baptists are in this government nniversally exempted from 
paying taxes to them, 

And am, Eeverend Sir, yours and the Society's 
Most faithful, humble servant, 

Eben'r Pundekson, 



[Sev. Dr. Jehnton to the Sscreiari/.-~-I!xtmd,] 

Stratford) I^ew-England, 

Ap'il Sth, 1752. 

Eeverend Sir, 

Nor hath the condition of the Church within the -whole of 
this colony much altered, save that it hath so far increased at 
New-IIaven (with 'VVest-Haven at about four miles distance) 
that tliey have this winter got timber to build a Church of 
the dimensions of sixty feet by forty, beside the steeple and 
chancel ; and as this is a place of very great importance on 
account of the College being there, it would be very happy 
for them if the Society were able to assist them in providing 
for a minister, as I doubt they will not be able to do more 
than £25 sterling per annum, themselves, especially while 
building. The Church is also gaining at Gnilford and Bran- 
ford, which being but twelve miles asunder, propose to join 
for the present in procuring a minister, to whom they would 
also engage about £25 per annum, and therefore stand in like 
need of assistance; and there are two wortliy candidates 
likely to offer for these places, but if the Society he not able 
to assist them, they must perhaps be content for the present 
to have but oue over them all. 
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lEev. Mr. GMa to tM Secretary.— Extract.} 

Simsbury, June 23(Z, 1752. 
Reverend Sir, 

I have lately met witli some opposition from the Dissen- 
ters. One of my parishioners, at Farmington, and atout 
seven or eight miles distant, lias been made to pay to the 
siipport of the dissenting minister. I demanded the rate of 
the collector, but was refused it, npon -which I sued him be- 
fore his Majesty's justieo of the peace, in this town, John 
Humphreys, Esq., and it going then in my favour, they ap- 
pealed to the Connty Court, and recovered of me, by reason 
that two evidences took their oath that said parishioner acted 
with them in the settling of their minister, which he denied, 
(as I am informed by one whom I appointed to act in laj 
stead.) The man is an elderly man, and attends the Church 
as often as he can, and especially on Sacrament days, and 
this for three years past, and which was vouched for in court 
by two or three evidences. The distance of the place and the 
badness of the weather is a great hindrance to his attending 
oftener than he does. I am sorry my people act in the man- 
ner they do, and tliat they are so careless of complying with 
the Society's demand. I have no place to abide in but one 
room in tiie Cliurchwarden's house, and which is a great in- 
cumbrance. 



[Sev.Mr. Wdiaore to tie Bisk-op of London.— Eitraci.] 

Province of ^ew- York, in America, 

liye, August llt/t, 1753. 
ily Lord, 

That in the colonies called New-England the people are 
mostly Dissenters of one sort or other, must be well known 
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to your Lordsliip, and that tliey use their power in compel- 
liug the professors of the Church of England among them, as 
it' themselvea were an established Church ; and, indeed, bo their 
controversial writers assume, very positively, and treat the 
constitution of our national Church, and the professors of it 
in this couritry especially, with such rudeness and indecency 
as tries the patience of the most mortified Christian. Hr. 
Hobart, of Fairfield, a few years ago, preached and printed a 
sermon, which began a conti-oversy that is yet subsisting. 
After an attack upon the Episcopacy of the Church, as incon- 
sistent with that equality, which, by Christ's institution, 
ought to subsist among his ministers, he charges schism 
with great boldness upon the professors of the Church of 
England, and urges the awful guilt of it to deter his hearers 
from such a dangerous communion ; this has produced vin- 
dications, addresses, &c. It Jiae been urged on our side that 
the colonies are pai-t of and belong to the English nation, 
which is of the Church of England, and are, therefore, in 
duty bound to submit to the government thereof, in things 
religious as well as civic, and not to separate from its com- 
munion ; that the establishment of the Church of England, 
extending to all its parts, reaches hitlier, which is especially 
evident in the act of Union, and his Majesty's patent granted 
to the late Bishop of London, to exercise spiritual jurisdiction 
in the plantations. Against this has been urged the authori- 
ty of a passage in a letter of the Lords Justices, in the year 
1T35, to Lieut. Governor Dummer, that there is no regular 
establishment of any national or provincial Church in these 
plantations, and of a passage in a letter from the late Bishop 
of London to Dr. Coleman, a Presbyterian minister in Boston, 
May 24th, 1785 : "My opinion has always been, that the re- 
ligious state of New-England is founded on an equal liberty 
to all Protestants, none of which can claim the name of a 
national establishment, or any kind of superiority over the 
rest." Tlieso passages were both written without having in 
view the present subject of controversy, but to answer a 
quite different purpose ; being written to and for the infor- 
mation of one domineering sect, which claims the privilege 
of an establishment,, and would treat all others, even the pro- 
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fessora of the Chnrcli of England, as Dissenters and S 
ists. That ail the varione Sectaries should enjoy entirely the 
benefit of toleration, is what nobody gainsays, what no- 
body, I hope, envies them. But when the legislature of Bos- 
ton was applied to for convening a provincial Synod, the 
Lords Justices wrote to the then Lieutenant-Governor, di- 
recting him to put a stop to such proceedings, as being an 
invasion of the King's prerogative, in which letter was the 
abovo paragraph, or at least the sense of it, which, in my 
view, was only to deny any estabhshment that could be 
made of Dissenters, and with respect to the Church of Eng- 
land to insinuate no more than what we arc but too sensible 
of, viz., that what the act of Union provided with respect to 
an establishment of religion in the plantations, has had no 
other effect than to declare us members of our mother 
Church, the Church of England, and permit us to adhere to 
her communion, and receive the sacred influences of her 
Episcopacy, without being liable to insults and criminations 
on that account ; and to await what our gracious Sovereign 
may do toward a more particular establishment and regula- 
tion, when we shall bo so happy as to see a Bishop appointed 
for us. Tkis establishment of Episcopacy is indeed wanting. 
"What may be done for ns in consequence of the act of Union, 
ia as yet undone ; this seems to be what is. signified in the 
preamble of the late Bishop's patent. Cum Colonim Planta- 
tiones, Cmteraque Dominia Ifostra in America Noxdum di- 
visa, vel formata^ &c. The dispute is, whether the aet of 
Union, Anno quinto Annm regincB, Section 8, providing for 
the preservation of the English estabhshment "within the 
Kingdom of England and Ireland, the dominion of Wales, 
and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and the territories 
thereunto belonging," under the word Territories, does not 
comprehend the English colonies. Your Lordship's opinion, 
if in our favour, and we have leave to divulge it, would be 
at this time a consolation to many who not only esteem the 
constitution of the Church of England preferable in itself to 
any other, but think they discharge a good conscience by 
professing themselves of that communion, in the face of in- 
sults and many inconveniences, because they think they mast 
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thus follow peace ; but their adversaries tell them that they 
contract the awfnl guilt of schism, and that neither God nor 
their King will approve their zeal for conformity. A short 
paragraph from your Lordship would Ije of equal authority 
with those alleged against us, and carry the same reverence 
and respect ; and, for my own part, I shall most humbly sub- 
mit to correction from your Lordship's hands if I have gone 
into mistakes. 

Begging your Lordship's prayers and benediction, and 
craving pardon for this presumption, I most dutifully sub- 
scribe, 

My Lord, your Lordship's most dutiful and obedient Son, 
And very humble servant, 

James 'Wetmoke 



[Ben. Mr. Graves to the Sea-eiary.— Extract.] 

Wew-Zondon, September 2d, 1752. 

Eeverena Sir, 

That you, Sir, was pleased to write to me I am sensible of, 
and thankfully acknowledge the signal favour ; but it was in- 
tercepted and opened by one Captain Durfey, which I proved 
and demanded, but in vain, before Mr. Stewart and two jus- 
tices of the peace. I have heard some of the contents, and 
shall follow your kind advice. I have not received one letter 
from England since last fall. 'Tis a solemn truth, however, 
his Lordship resents it to Dr. Johnson ; every charge against 

poor Mr. — ■ was literally true, and will, unless he has 

repented of them, be found so at the last day. Let those who 
certiiied the reverse answer for themselves ; but I determine 
never to write against another, though most undeserving. 

Witii pleasure I can say my hearers rather increase, not- 
withstanding the open wickedness of some among them. 
The enclosed are specimens of their late revived behaviour, 
and the continued disturbance and perplexities and abuses I 
receive in my person and otliee, without the least prospect or 
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glimmer of their amendment. Here it is publicklj and fre- 
qnently asserted that neither tlie Bishop of London nor the 
Society have any power over the people ; that this Church 
is not upon the same footing Tvith other Churclies of Eng- 
land ; (tliis Jlr. Stewart openly declared in court, pleading 
in vindication of Captain Diirfej'a behaviour of the fifth of 
July last ;) that the minister has nothing to do in parish af- 
fairs, only to read and preach; that hia Clmrch is vested in 
lay patrons ; that it is now in Mr. Mnmford, of Groton ; 
(which was attempted to be proved in court by a written in- 
strument from the donor of the Church land ;) that it is not 
subject to the canons; that tlie Vestry and Churchwardens 
are the minister's directors, and could place and displace him 
at their pleasure ; that no minister can or shall do any duty 
in this Church, though at the request of the incumbent, with- 
out the knowledge and consent of the Vestry, which ia open 
court tliey (foolishly) endeavour to prove from the 50th and 
52d canons. These, with several other wild Independent prin- 
ciples, are tlieir invincible rules, and to such I am sure my 
regular patrons will not expect my compliance ; and there- 
fore I hope they will, in mercy, i-emove me to South Carolina, 
where I hope to give them more satisfaction than it's possible 
any European can in New-England. Tour last letter I re- 
ceived in March, 1750-1, and the proceedings in October en- 
courage me to make this request, and to hope for success.* 



•Howlliavo done my dnty and resolutely disclittrged my conscience, thongh 
among briflrs aad tliorna, I can confldcntlj declare that no minieter vbs ever 
better beloved by all liia hearers. Two lending men and fonr or five of their 
creatures and dependents, who ore obslJnatcly resolved to harass and perples 
me, excepted, I am snre, I have acquired the love and favour of all the Dia- 
senters, who are pleased to expreea great concern at my difficulties and thoughts 
of nmoTlng. 
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[]iev. Mr. D-Uhlee to the Secretary. — Exlrael.'] 

Stamford, Connecticut, in New-England, 

October 2d, 1752. 

Reverend Sir, 

An earnest inTitation from tlie good people of Newtown 
and Reading to succeed the worthy Mr. Beach ; and from 
him I am informed, no one would give them better satis- 
faction. But, although the prospect of mending my liring, 
thirty pounds eterliog per annum, is an argument of great 
weight to me in my low circumstances, yet being assured 
that the ruin of this infant Church would be the consequence 
of my removal at this juncture, bo Boon after the good 
people, though poor, have exerted themselves in huiiding 
their Church, and are just now engaging themselves in a 
great expense to finish it, having been obliged (by reason of 
the great expense in sending Mr, Minor home ; the purchase 
of the glebe lot, and assisting me to go for holy orders) to 
meet in it under very indecent circumstances, I am resolved 
Xin submission to the venerable Board) to refuse this advan- 
tageous offer, and rely upon God's good providence to be 
provided for; whose honour and the interest of our holy 
Church, I think, will be advanced by this self-denial, as our 
enemi(js are ready, upon all occasions, to reproach ua for 
showing even a necessary concern for our temporal interest, 
when, with any face, they can suggest that religion is dis- 
served thereby. 



•d by Google 



CHtJKCH DCCUMENra 



[Sev. Mr. Graves to the Secretary. — Fxtracl,} 

iT. Zondon, October 26th, 1752. 

Reverend Sir, 

WJiat difficulties I meet -with from the turbulent spirits of 
some here, Mr. Bourse can easily inform you ; though 'tis a 
hard task to desire him to describe the open ■wickedness and 
persevering impiety of Captain Durfey. I know he can, and 
I hope that blessed Spirit, whose influence he is now more 
immediately seeking, will animate liim -to declare the truth, 
without favour or affection, on all questions you shall be 
pleased to ask him, either concerning his reputation or mine. 
For my own part, the more freely and ingeniously ho informs 
yon or others of ray real conduct or common administration, 
the more he will merit my thanks and esteem. 



[Sev, 3fr. Camp to He Seeretary. — Hi^raet.] 

Middletown, in Connecticut, New-England 

Novemher 8th, 1753. 

Eeverend Sir, 

At the importunity of the members of the Church, in 
North Guilford, (a place about fourteen miles from Middle- 
town,) who have constantly upheld tho worship of God by 
reading prayers and sermons for these three years past, and 
have suffered much distress by the dissenting collectors ; 
with a view to my better support and to ease them of tlieir 
burden, I have taken them under my care, and steadily 
officiate there most of my time ; but since, I find it will turn 
to small account, for notwithstanding this, the collectors are 
obstinately set to collect their rates to support their own 
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ministera and to repair their meeting-houso, pleading that I . 
have no business there, as not being employed by the Society, 
and as not having any place in particular assigned to nie in 
my license. In this case, I have advised with one of the 
ablest of our counsellors, (on whose judgment I much confide, 
he being a member of the Church,) who assures me that by 
the laws of the government, they can certainly get the money 
from us, which, if they can, I am confident they will, and if 
they do so, I very much fear that the Dissenters at Middle- 
town and "WalHngford will follow their example, for they 
have an equal power and right to do the same, the result of 
which is, that I shall bo left without support. 



The humble petition of the Mohegan Indians, in New-Eng- 
land, in Connecticut, to the most honourable Keligious 
Society in London for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts and Countries, 1756: 

"We, your humble petitioners, do beg leave to say, Captain 
John Mason, our guardian and great friend, that died in Lon- 
don on our business Bome years ago, when he was here 
amongst us did then teach many of our children to read and 
write, by which means we learned that the world would, 
some time or other, come to an end, and all dead folks would 
all come to life again, and that there is a place called heaven 
where all good folks will go when they die ; and we under- 
stand that Mr. Cleveland is an English minister, who we 
hope the honourable Society will order to stay at Norwich 
Landing, about three miles distant from us ; and the people at 
Norwich, being always our good friends, they always stand- 
ing for cur interests ; and we humbly beg tlie favour of you, 
gentlemen, that we, the poor tribe of Mohegan Indians, not 
having money to hire a minister to teach us the way or path 
to heaven, may have a share in tlie Keverend Mr. Cleveland,- 
that WG may he taught to go to tliat good place wlien we die 
as well as white men. We are so poor wc cannot give him 
much, without it is a few oysters, fresh fish, and now and 
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then a bit of venison when we have good luck in hunting, 
except [unless] our well-beloved trustee and guardian, Mr. 
Samuel Mason, doth gain our case that he is now about in 
London ; which gentleman can give your lionors a more full 
account of our case and circumstances, who we hope will be 
ready and willing to inform you, he being our agent ; there 
being about four hundred of our tribe that live about four 
miles from the Church at Norwich, and about the eame dis- 
tance from the Groton Church. 

Dated at Mohegan, in Connecticut, this 10th Jan'i/, 1756. 

Wee nate at um nogum nocke "Wiegon watch, tahlah boali 
wee be Sumbyab watuan nogum acode munch togio wata- 
bon Sumbya. Moy-wec no munch is Sawonake Matchoog 
che che gun. 

In English : 

"We think he is a good true-hearted minister, that will teach 
ns the right patli to heaven, and not cheat us by showing us 
the wrong path, but will teach ns the right way. 

JouN TJncas, Chief Saoftem, 

John Manepoone, 

Joshua Ocoon, 

Jabiez Jones, 

Eben'k Tunnek, 

Daniel Coopee, 

Petek Choozheeoan.* 



This is a true copy of what the Indians have sent to the 
Society, enclosed in a letter from the Churches in Norwich 
and Groton to l)r. Bearcroft. Please show this to Dr. 
Nicholls. 

Joseph Teacey. 

* This last was written with the sabsctiber'a owa liaiid. 
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[Secefal QaeOiont relating to (he Slaie of EeUgioa ia Conneciuml.'] 

Query 1, — If a hundred families living contiguous, but yet 
in two colonies, should desire to unite into a Ohurob, in 
conformity -with the Church of England, and those in each 
colony agree to pay their proportion to the support of a min- 
ister, licensed by the Bishop of London, naming the person, 
could such minister, residing in one colony, claim the bene- 
fit of such an act as No. 3 in the other colony, -where he 
officiates attentively, though his habitation be only in one 
colony ? 

Query 2.— le it not repugnant to the act of Uniformity, 
Primo Eliz., (especially with reference to the last clause, 
that shows it was designed to extend to all the country be- 
longing to the English dominions,) for any of the colonies to 
make ]awB, either to oblige the professors of the Church of 
England, or, indeed, any others, to support any dissenting 
way of worship, or to ho present thereat ? 

Query 3. — Ought not the act No. 3 to be construed in a 
sense not repugnant to the laws of England, when capable of 
such a sense, rather than in a sense that implies a plain 
repugnancy, as compelling me to support Independency 
seems to he 1 



Reading, Connecii<ntt, in N. England, 

November 2d, 1759. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I beg leave to return ray humble thanks to the venerabl 
Society for their instructions for our conduct in the late criti- 
cal conjuncture, when we were in no small danger of becom- 
ing a prey to our barbarous enemies, which has had a good 
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i be Almiglity God, the enare ■which they had 
laid for ua is broken, and we are delivered ; the divine j ustice 
is very apparent in bringing off innocent blood, which, in a 
most shocking manner, they have been Bhedding for more 
lan half a century. Upon this generation, as they have 
lone, so has God requited them. The people in Now-Eng- 
iand are very sensible that, nnder God, our preservation is 
owing to hia Majesty's paternal care, and the great expense 
which onr mother country has been at for us. My parish is 
iu a flonrishing Btate in all respects, excepting that we have 
lost some of our young men in tho army ; more, indeed, by 
sickness than by the sword, for this countrymen do not bear 
a campaign so well as Europeans. 

As Common Prayer-Books, Duties of Kan, and small de- 
votional tracts are not to be purchased here, I therefore pre- 
sume humbly to request (if it may consist with the wisdom 
of the venerable Society) that I might be entrusted with a 
few of such good books to be distributed among my parish- 

I am, Keverend Sir, yours and the venerable Society's 
Most obedient, humble servant, 

John Beach. 



[Jlev. Mr. Keictan to the Heo'elary.—EstrB'.i.] 

Bipton, in Connecticut, 7f. .England, 

July 2(/, 11'59. 
Reverend Sir, 

I take this opportunity to inform tlie honourable Society 
of the success of tho gospel, and of my labours in the propa- 
gation of it. Our liturgy is more favourably received and 
esteemed by the Dissenters tlian has been for some time past, 
and many of them frequently come to Church, and desire to 
be acquainted with it ; and some of them who, a year ago, 
would not have been seen in a Church at publick worship no 
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sooner than in a mass house, (they declared tliem to be one 
aad tlie same.) Two families, of good character and conver- 
sation, have conformed since ray letter of December last, and 
we have had some additions to our number of communicants. 
The honourable Society's most obedient, 
Humble servant, 

Cheistophek Newton. 



IBsv. Mr. DiiUee to the Sxrdar^.— Extract.'] 

Stamford, Connecticut, New-England^ 

iher 29(A, 1759. 



Ueverend Sir, 

My people continue in a peaceful, united state, in all parts 
of my extensive mission, and I constantly attend the duties 
of my olfice in the various parts of my mission as formerly. 
There hath not been late accessions'to the Churcii from the 
Dissenters ; the sound of tlie trumpet and the alarms to war, 
together with a concern for the events thereof, principally 
engi-oss the attention of the people. Indeed, the Church of 
Stamford is rather weakened than strengthened of lato by 
enlistments into publiclc service, and by the surprising re- 
moval of a number of heads of families, through a very ma- 
lignant disorder that has prevailed among my people. In 
less than a year past I have buried twelve lieads of families, 
seven, males, some of them the best omamcntB of religion 
and zeal for the Church, and the support of it among us, and 
of good esteem among our dissenting brethren. Juno 24th, 
second'Sunday after Trinity, I preached in the lower district 
of Salem to a very considerable auditory, judged between 
three and four hundred people, old and young, who behaved 
very devoutly and attentively ; I gave the communion to 
thirty-nine communicants. There is a hopeful prospect of 
the increase and flourishing state of religion among that scat- 
tered poor people, and no endeavours of mine are wanting 
to serve them in tlieir best interest. I preached to them 
about two weeks before, upon a special fast appointed in tliat 
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province, to implore the smiles and blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence to attend his Majesty's arms the ensuing campaign, 
upon which occasion that people also gave a religious and 
devout attendance, 

I am, Eeverend Sir, your most obedient, 

Most humble servant, and brotlier in Christ, 

Eben'b Dibblee, 

[The -wttT alluded to was what w»s familiarly known as " tho old French war."] 



[Sea. Mr. Graves to the Seeretary.—Exlraat.-] 

New-London, in N. England, 

JVbvemler 23d, 1759. 
Reverend and good Sir, 

I understand Mr. Tairweather is appointed to Nan-agan- 
sett. God's will be done. Sure I am, had tho naked truth 
been laid beforo yon, my request had been preferred. I be- 
live tliat none but Mr. Merritt would have presumed to im- 
pose upon such a glorious Society, in counterfeiting a whole 
parish's design ; asserting a glaring falsehood, and condemn- 
ing the innocent. May God grant him true repentance. Did 
they know tJie man, I really believe, though he's of a great 
family and very rich, they, as well as all considerate Inde- 
pendents here, would despise him. This ia tlie second time 
he lias falsely represented a parish, viz., that of Providence 
and that of Karragansett. Had I been a proselyte of Clark's 
Arianism, ]ie had been my sure friend ; but as it was in the 
beginning of Christianity, bo it is now, that the great men 
of the world are always the greatest opposers of Christ and 
his disciples. The prospect of the recompense of reward 
is, and will, I trust, be my abiding comfort, in all the vicissi- 
tudes and disappointments of life. 

Good Sir, your most obliged, grateful, 

And obedient servant. 

Matt. Graves. 
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[S^. Mr, mbblee lo lU Sccrdary.—E.drad.] 

Stamford, New-England, 

Afril Ut, Vim. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I tlianlc yon for your favour of tlie 3cl of May last, which 
came to liand long since. If I should live to see an end of 
the present war, and this Church Bhould be able to free itself 
from some particular embarrassments, I make no doubt of its 
future increasing and flourishing state. But one considerable 
discouragement they labour under is this : antecedent to the 
late trouble, and before our country was made the seat of 
war, they had run themselves in debt about one liundred 
pounds sterling toward furnishing their Church ; and the 
burden of piiblielc taxes, voluntary enlistments into publiek 
service, and the death of many of its most considerable pro- 
fessors, have BO weakened them that they stiil lie under the 
burden of that debt. This induced the Churchwardens 
and Vestry, with their minister, in October last, to prefer a 
petition to the General Assembly of the province, for liberty 
to draw a lottery in their favour, not to endow the Church, 
but to free the poor people from those troubles which were 
brought upon them by tlie pure providence of God ; but, alas, 
no such favour could be obtained, not even to draw a lottery 
in the government, if we should not offer a ticket for sale in 
it ; and why % not because it is repugnant to tlieir principles, 
for they have given countenance to publiek lotteries, even to 
repair the broken fortunes of private persons, and to help to 
build up and establish an Independent College in the Jer- 
seys, when they could obtain no such favour in their own 
province. But, alas, this was too great an act of favour to 
the established Church. 

I am, Eeverend and worthy Sir, 

Yoor very humble servant, and brother in Christ, 
Eeenezek Didbleb. 
20 



•d by Google 



DOCUMENTS. 



IJiev. Mr. £e(Kh to tU Sifrrelar'j.—Exlrad.'] 

Heading, in Connecticut, April 22(7, 1760. 
U ever end Sir, 

Arian and Socinian errors, by means of some books writ- 
ten by Dissenters in England, seem of lato to gain ground a 
great pace in this country among the Presbyterians, as they 
choose to be called, and some of our people are in no small 
danger from that infection. I have, therefore, at Dr. John- 
eon's desire and advice, prepared a small piece for the press, 
being an attempt to vindicate Soripture Mysteries, particu- 
larly the Doctrines of the Holy Trinity, the Atonement of 
Christ, and the renovation hy the Soly Spirit ; also of the 
Eternity of the Future Punishment, with some Strictures 
upon what Mr. J. Taylor hath advanced on those points, to 
which the Doctor hath written s, short preface. If it should 
obtain the approbation of all my brethren at onr Convention, 
(at which they desired me to preach upon these subjects,) and 
it should ho published, I shall pi'esume to send you over 
some copies, hoping it may make some amends for my former 



[Bev.Mr. A'euiimi, to tlie Secretary.] 

liipton, JV. England, June 25th, 1760. 
Heverend Sir, 

The state of the parish of Eipton is so much the same, as I 
have informed you in my letterof January last, that it would 
be hut repeating what I have already wrote, to give any 
furtlier account, except of baptisms. I have baptised this 
half year twenty white children, and one black, and, under 
the blessing of God, have been able to preach and catechise, 
not only on the Sabbath, but in the week, and have reason 
to think it has had a good effect upon many, and especially 
upon a number of families that live at the distance of about 
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eight, and some ten milea from Kipton, to whom I have often 
preached ; and of late they have heen more ready to hear than 
formerly, and seera to he rehgiously disposed, and sensible 
of the importance of attending publick worship, and, accord- 
ingly, have bitilt a Church thirty-six feet long and twenty- 
six feet wide ; and in about six weeks from the beginning, bo 
far finished it that we met in it for pnblick worship, and a 
largo congregation attended, it was supposed upward of three 
hundred people. These people live at a great distance from 
any pubiick worship, and many of tliem are so poor tliat 
tliey have not horses to carry their families to worship if 
they would, and others, it seems by their conduct, choose to 
spend the Sabbath in hunting and unnecessary visits, and are 
not only dilatory in religious matters, but in secular affairs. 
Many live but little above the Indian, and are destitute of 
the comforts of life. This melancholy prospect influenced 
some persons that were able, to build a Church, as one of 
them declared to me, that has been a professor of tlie Church 
for some years, tliat he thought it his duty to expend part of 
his estate in building a Church, to prevent their becoming 
heathens. These people since have attended worship and 
seem very highly to prize the worship of the Church, and 
have desired me to take the care of them, and I have preach- 
ed every fourth Sunday to them, and wait for the direction 
of the venerable Society. Those that have before been pro- 
fessors of the Church in these parts, have sent their requests 
to the Society ; and as my duty will be attended with more 
trouble and expense, and very little can I expect from the 
people for my support, I humbly beg the Society would 
make to me some addition to my salary, and also give me 
some books for a library, which is allowed to every mission 
but Ripton ; and permit mo, Sir, to ask for some Bibles and 
Common Prayer-Books and Catechisms, to be distributed 
among the poor people that belong to tlie new Church, I 
believe people never stood in more need of charity than they, 
and a Bible and Common Prayer-Eook for tlie Church. 

Most obedient, &c,, 

CHEISTOniEK NeWTOX, 
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Waierbury, June 26(A, A. D. 1760. 

May it please the Society, 

I Iiave contrived to officiate alternately in my several par- 
ishes ; have had the satisfaction to find my labours so far 
Buceessful as to promote a very good harmony among my 
parishioners, and engage them to give a regular and constant 
attendance upon our publick ■worship. There does also a 
pretty good understanding subsist between them and the 
Dissenters, who have, many of them, upon some occasions, 
given their attendance upon the worship of our most excel- 
lent Church, though the number of conformists from them 
to us has been but three families, who liave publickiy joined 
our Church, and put tliemselves under my care. Our num- 
ber is not hereby enlarged, several faniilies that were eon- 
furmists having moved out of my parishes, within this half 
year past. I have visited Simsbury, and officiated there, as 
I informed the Society I had done in my last lettere, and 
propose to give them all the assistance I can, consistent with 
the duty of my own particular parishes, till they shall be 
otherwise supplied. Tlie good people of Simsbury have 
hired a young gentleman tliat was educated at Yale College, 
to read prayers and sermons for them, and have of late 
seemed to exert themselves as far as they could to support 
the interests of the Church. I have drawn my bills upon 
the Society's treasurer for my salary the last. half year, and 
have herewith sent my Ifotitia. Parochialia, and am, 
May it please the Society, 

Tlie Society's most obliged. 

And most obedient, humble servant, 

James Scovn.. 
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J^otitia Parochialia. 



Ko, of families belonging to the Cliurch in Waterbniy 

and Westbury, , 57 

In Northbui-y, 33 

In New-Cambridge, 28 

Communieanta in Waterbuiy and Weatbury, 88 

In Worthbuiy, 37 

In New- Cambridge, ; 47 

~ ' ' t half year, 15 



[Res. Mr. Mansfield to the Secreiary.] 

Derby, Hi'. England, June %1th, 1760. 
Eeverend Sir, 

I continue still employed in the eare of my two parishes of 
Derby and Oxford, and I think I have good reason to hope 
that my labours are somewhat serviceable in promoting 
Christian piety and virtue among my parishioners; and I 
have had the satisfaction of the addition of two families of 
Dissenters and one single person, (all of them people of good 
reputation,) who, within the last half year, have professed for 
the Church of Englaud, and constantly attend its worship. 

I have lately been a journey to Simsbury, where, on a 
Sunday, I preached and performed divine service, and admin- 
istered the communion to about forty communicants, and 
baptised three adults and nine children. The Church has of 
late much revived there under the eare of Mr. Viets, a young 
gentleman, a candidate for holy orders in the Cliurch, who 
was educated and has taken a degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Tale College, in New-Haven, and who for some time past 
has read divine service and sermons in the Church at Sims- 
bury. Tliey have workmen now employed in finishing off 
their Church, and are making preparations to finish their 
glebe-house, each of them having been heretofore much neg- 
lected ; and there seems at present to be a fair prospect of a 
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flourishing Churcli in that town, where, for many years be- 
fore, it had been gradually declining. 

I propoao to use my best endeavours to promote tlie in- 
terest of religion in my mission. I hereto annex my Notitia 
Paroohialis for the last half year, and have drawn upon the 
Society's treasurer for fifteen pounds sterling toward my sup- 
port, and am, 

Reverend Sir, the Society's and your most obliged 
And most obedient, humble servant, 

ElCHAKD MaHSFIELD. 

In Derby and Oxford — ■ 

^o. of families, , 74 

Baptised last half year, 23 

Actual Communicants of the Church of England, . . 80 



[Exiractfrora a Letter from Dr. Johnson to ike Anhtiiskcp of Canterhary.']* 

May it please your Grace, 

While I was in Connecticut, about six months ago, I liad 
opportunity to know much of the condition of the Church in 
tliose parts, and therefore thought I would be a little more 
particular in giving your Grace an account of it. The 
Church is generally in an increasing and flourishing condition, 
and much the more so, on account of the violent contentions 
of the Dissenters among themselves, which in effect drive 
people into the Church, The Wallingford aff'air was again 
before the Assembly last If ay, and the lower house were still 
more zealous in the cause of the minor party, which seems 
the prevailing disposition of the country, so that there will 
probably be a great struggle to get out the governor and 
several of the upper house for not favouring them ; and I here 
send your Grace two pamphlets relating to these controver- 
sies, that have been published since my last. The parties are 

;o M eVf-Yorfc to talto ijiarge 
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both upon bad extremes. Hart and Tale, &c.. are followers 
of Taylor, Foster, &c. ; and, I doubt Socinianism is at the 
bottom, and the President, Hobart, &c., are most rigid Cal- 
viniets, and intent at any rate to oppose the others to their 
utmost. Mean time the Church is every where in peace, and 
the Clergy orthodox ; only I find there are some of the lead- 
ing laity in good Mr. Palmer's district, that is infected with 
■what is liere called Taylorism, i. e, Socinianism and Pela- 
gianism, and they are somewhat disaffected, I believe, with- 
out reason, against their minister, for preaching against those 
errors ; charging him with Calvinism, and, perhaps, he may 
be a little too warm on these accounts. I desired Mr. Beach 
to preach at their Convention, in Trinity week, in defence of 
the Trinity and against those loose notions, which he did to 
good acceptance, and the sermon is to be publisiied ; a copy 
of which I shall send your Grace when I next write. 

It is a great detriment to the Churches at Middletown and 
Wallingford that Mr. Camp hath left them, induced partly 
by his necessities, and partly by tiie persuasion of Governor 
Dobbs, to move to Korth Carolina. IIow they are to be 
supplied I am at a loss to know ; they ougiit each to have a 
minister, and I wish tho Society were in a condition to settle 
at least forty pounds on the former and thirty pounds upon 
the latter, who hope for one Mr. Andrews, a candidate of 
good character, and one Tread well, said to be a worthy youth, 
who baa lately appeared for tlie Church, both bred at New- 
Haven College, ■where I found tbreo or four hopeful young 
men preparing for orders. Mr. Punderson seems a very 
honest and laborious man ; yet the Church at New-Haven 
appears uneasy, and rather declining under bis ministry, 
occasioned, I believe, partly by his want of politeness, and 
partly by his being absent so much, having five or six places 
under his care. I wish he was again at Groton and some 
politer person in his place, and another at Guilford and 
Branford. 

There are now thirty Churches in that colony, (though but 
fourteen ministers.) there being three or four new ones, one 
of which is a third within the bounds of Stratford, in a re- 
mote corner, ten miles from one and eight from another, 
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under the care of Mr. Newton, -wlio desires me to intercede 
for a few Prajer-Boobs and Email practical tracts for tliera, 
being poor, and some of dissolute habits ; and as be baa tliis 
additional laboiir, I wish the Society could add ten ponnds 
to bis salary, be being both laborious and needy. The more 
I know of Mr. "Winslow the more I am pleased in him as my 
Bnccessor. He excels all the Clergy in that colony aa a 
preacher, and is behind none of them in discretion and good 
conduct ; and being rector of the first Church, and otherwise 
duly, if not the best qualified, I wish, when Commissaries are 
appointed, lie may be a Commissary, being also of the most 
creditable family and education; and as lie has a large, 
young, growing family, and is obliged in that situation to live 
at the moat expense of any of them, it would be highly expe- 
dient, if practicable, to add ten pounds more to his support. 

And here, my Lord, I beg leave to add a few words of that 
colony in general, though perhaps it might hurt the Church 
were I known to write too freely. I am humbly of opinion, 
that every thing being taken into the account, that for its 
bigness is the best of all his Majesty's colonies in America. 
All the disadvantages it labours under are owing to its 
wretched constitution, being little more than a mere democ- 
racy, and most of them upon a level, and each man thinking 
himself an able divine and politician ; hence the prevalence 
of rigid enthusiasms and conceited notions and practices in 
religion, and republican and mobbish principles and prac- 
tices, next door to anarchy, in polity; and hence her fre- 
quent feuds and factions in both ; and every thing is man- 
aged by profound hypocrisy and dissimulation, so that they 
may, in effect, be called a commonwealth of hypocrites. I 
speak of the prevailing bulk, who all conspire to keep men 
of true, sober and honest principles and integrity out of 
places ; and such, indeed, as things go, abhor to have any 
hand in the publick affairs, the rest having lost all notion of 
almost any king or kingdom to which they are accountable. 
This state of things makes multitudes v^ry inquisitive after 
better principles, and many, from too much indignation, run 
into the wild extremes of boundless latitude and free think- 
ing, while many (I hope the most of those that are inquisi- 
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tive) seem disposed to set down in thp golden mean, tte 
Chitrcli of England, if they could be provided for ; so tKat it 
is of the utmost importance for the best weal of that colony, 
and its eastward neighbonrs, that the Church be propagated, 
and, if possible, be supported ; and if, at the same time, thdr 
charters were demolished, and they could be reduced under 
the management of wise and good Governors and a Council 
appointed by the king, I believe they would in a little time 
grow a good sort of people, and the best of all the provinces. 

And now, raj Lord, I return Iiomeward. Westchester 
and New-Eochelle, in this province, have both lost their 
ministers, who liad been disabled for some considerable time 
before, and Eye hath lately suffered a grievous loss by the 
death of good Mr. Wotmore, of the small-pox, so that there 
is not one Clergyman in all that county or the county above. 
Eye has been trying to prevail on Mr. Dibblee, of Stamford; 
but he, good man, though in great need of better support^ 
and apprehensive of the great detriment it would be to that 
Church, has refused ; being also made to hope for the en- 
largement of his salary, which he truly deserves, and if it 
can be done, I earnestly vrish it may. Tliey think next of 
trying for Mr. Sturgeon, but I hope they may unite on a 
worthy son of Mr. Wetmore's, who is preparing for orders ; 
and, I believe, these vacancies must wait till our candidates, 
three or four of them, are ready. Westchester was sadly 
disappointed in Mr. Greaton's failing them, and I hope they 
will unite on one Davies, a good, sensible young man, who 
■will go the next fall, and, perhaps, another. 

I am now, my Lord, though not without some danger, re- 
turned to my College, ever since the middle of May, and 
have lately held a Commencement, which was generally well 
approved, when six were graduated Bachelors, none having, 
till next May, sufficient standing for Masters. My absence, 
together with the long sickness and death of my best tutor, 
has been a great damage, five or six having left the College. 
I conclude your Grace has had our letter, earnestly begging 
your assistance in providing two more tutors, one that may 
bo qualified to succeed me, and tbo other to succeed him 
that is dead, in teaching mathematics and experimental phi- 
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This latter ia now extremely needed ; and I beg, if 
possible, he may be sent, though it be late in the fall, for we 
must entirely suspend those parts of learning till he comeB. 

Our bouse, all at present intended, is now near finished, 
and is a rery neat and commodious building, one hundred and 
eighty feet in length by thirty, three stories high, in a very 
delightful situation, near Hudson Eiver, opening on the har- 
bour. This is designed for one side of a quadrangle, to be 
carried on and completed in time, as we need and shall be 
able, but we cannot go on any further without a collection 
at home, which we hope, ere long, may be obtained. I now 
long for Dr. Eristow's library, having got a good room 
ready for it. Our College has also lately suiicred an \m- 
Bpeakable loss in the death of the best and most active of ifs 
Governors, in meridian of life, one Mr, JSicoll, a lawyer of 
great note, who was my son-in-law, than whom no man was 
ever more lamented throughout this province. Under these 
losses and difficulties, I humbly beg leave to recommend 
both it and myself to your Grace's prayers and blessings. 

By a letter I had lately from Dr. Smith, of Philadelphia, 
he puts me upon humbly requesting of your Grace, the hon- 
our of a Doctor's degree for tlie worthy Hr, Barclay, wish- 
ing, with me, that if it cannot be procured from Oxford, it 
may come from Lambeth, I was surprised and very sorry 
to be told by him, upon my inquiry, that he had not yet then 
prepared the draughts he was to make and transmit to you^ 
Grace, for which 1 furnished him with some materials from 
Connecticut, and expected it to have been done last fall ; he 
again promises to do it soon. 

And, my Lord, I again beg your pardon for this tedious 
letter, and whatever improprieties there may be in it. 
And remain, may it please your Grace, 

Your Grace's most obliged, most dutiful, 
And devoted humble servant, 

Samuel Johnson, 

Jlings College, New- York, July 13ih, 1760. 
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July BOlh. 
P. S. — ^This letter, my Lord, having waited thua long for 
an opportunity, and may yet wait some days, I humbly take 
occasion to inform your Grace, that this day died, very sud- 
denly, our Lieutenant-Governor, De Lancey, so that we shall 
need to have a Governor eoon sent ns ; and I need not suggest 
to your Grace of how much importance it is to us, that he he 
not only a good etatesman but a friend to religion and the 
Church, and exemplary in attendance on her publick offices, 
for want of which, religion hath suffered extremely in this 
province. If, therefore, your Grace can have any influence 
in the next appointment, I doubt not it will ho duly exerted 
that we may have Bueh an one. As Mr. Standard is dead, and 
Westchester people are about applying to your Grace for an- 
other minister, I question whether a more suitable man can 
be found tl)an Mr. Milner, by whom I wrote to your Grace, 
and who, I conclude, is now at Oxford. I could therefore 
wish, if the Society think proper, that he may be appointed 
to supply that vacancy. 

I am, my Lord, &c 



[Sev. Mr. Winslow io tht Ss'vetai-y.—Eriraa.'] 

Stratford, New-England, July Ut/t, 1760. 

Eeverend Sir, 

I have the pleasure to say, as to the general state of this 
parish, tiiat onr congregation continues to maintain their 
steadfastness to their profession, and their endeavours to adorn 
and to recommend it by unity and peace among themselves, 
and pnidenee and charity toward their neighbours, and by a 
becoming zeal for the purity of the faith of the gospel, and 
for its due influence toward their own improvement in 
Christian knowledge and virtue, and toward the like im- 
provement of their families. This will, I hope, by God's 
blessing, ever be the increasing fruit of the Society's pious 
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care toward us, and wherever it is extended in these colonies, 
and that by the same divine blessing we that are employed 
in the Soeiety'a service may be enabled, wisely and faithfully 
to discharge our important duty to them and to the people 
of our charge. 

It has pleased the Supreme Dispenser of all events, to 
make an effacing breach upon us, in the death of the late 
Reverend and truly worthy Mr. "Wetmore, a gentlemMi of 
extensive influence and usefulness, a father and exemplary 
pattern to the Clergy in these parts. We have also much to 
regret the necessity Mr. Camp has thought himself under, to 
remove from his mission at Middletown and "Wallingford, as 
at this time it is peculiarly unhappy that those places, espe- 
cially the latter, should bo destitute, this being the chief seat 
of the religious controversies now agitating in this colony ; 
and where, if the people could be properly attended, a very 
floiirishing Church would soon be established, to which their 
being destitute, may, I fear, prove some obstruction. Upon 
tlieir appliealion to me, I have engaged, as often as I can 
consistently with my proper duty, to give them all the assist- 
ance in my power, until they are provided for. 

I have formerly taken the freedom to observe to you the 
grounds of the contentions in this colony, and chiefly among 
the teachers ; these they are still warmly engaged in, and are 
increasing confusions among themselves, which have already 
had, and must more and more produce the effects to awaken 
the consideration of many of the serious and thinking part 
among them, and put them for seeking an established founda- 
tion whereon, with some security, to settle themselves and 
enjoy the regular administration of the means and ordinances 
of religion. 

At a late convention of the Clergy of our Church in this 
colony, at Kew-Haven, a sermon was preached by the Eev. 
Mr. Beach, wherein, much to his own reputation, and, I trust, 
by the Divine blessing, to the credit of religion and advan- 
tage of the Church here, he lias with great zeal and faithful- 
ness endeavoured to vindicate and establish the important 
fundamentals of the Sacred Trinity, and the divinity of our 
-iour; his atonement and satisfaction; the neces- 
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eity of the renewing and sanctifying influences of Divine 
GracG and the eternity of future punishment, and to expose 
the falsehood and danger of the contrary pernicious errors, 
which, by means of spreading bad books and other indus- 
trious arts of too many men of bad principles in these parts, 
liave been successfully propagated. The Clergy have united- 
ly taken the occasion of the publication of this discourse to 
give their testimony against these errors, and to recommend 
the doctrines therein inculcated as the prime truths of the. 
gospel, and the foundation on which the wiiole structure of 
tiie articles and liturgy of the Church is framed. I hope 
Mr. Beach has, by this service, atoned in some measure for 
the ill effects of his former unhappy mistake, and that it may 
prove a seasonable means to preserve onr people in their 
steadfastness, and to guide our dissenting brethren to that 
refuge from their various distractions among themselves, 
both about doetrinea and discipline, which they must needs 
wish to find. You will receive a copy of this sermon from 
Dr. Jolmson. 

How greatly, Sir, are we indebted to my Lord of London, 
for the further instance we have lately received of his pious 
regard to us in the distribution of so largo a number of 
copies of the second volume of his most excellent discourses, 
so extremely well calculated for our circumstances and for 
general instruction in knowledge and direction in practice. 
May a distinguished crown of glory be the reward of his use- 
fulness. 

I beg leave to offer my due regards and best wishes for 
your health, and respectfully subscribe myself, 
Reverend Sir, the Society's 

And your most obedient servant, 

Edwabd "Winslow. 
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Stratford, December 29M, 1T60. 
Eeverend Sir, 

During the past six months have been baptised here and 
at Wallingford nineteen white infants and two negro child- 
ren, and several persona added to the communion of this 
Church. The present number of communicants is near one 
hundred and fifty, and I have still the satisfaction to be able 
to acquaint you that our people continue steadfast in their 
attachment to the Church, and, in general, carefid to evidence 
the purity of their profession, and tlieir sincerity in it, by 
endeavouring to make its substantial fruits and ornaments 
appear in their own personal improvement, in maintaining a 
union among themselves, and in givingno occasion of offence 
to others. By this means, through the divine blessing, the 
Chureli in this town preserves its gronnd, notwithstanding a 
restless spirit of opposition is but too visible in some of onr 
dissenting brethren of authority and influence among us. 
This has an unhappy tendency to keep up the prejudices of 
many who are really otherwise not ill affected to the doc- 
trines and worship of our Church, and are much disposed to 
live in friendship. Much artifice is used by the leading per- 
sons among the Dissenters in this colony to prevent their 
people from attending our service, and to possess them with 
the absurd notion of their worship and discipline being an 
establishment here, from which ours is a separation ; but their 
own late divisions and distractions among themselves, with 
regard to doctrine and discipline, have already unsettled so 
many, and must necessarily have the like efi"ect with others, 
that, I doubt not at all, there will be seen numbers gladly 
embracing the refuge from these confusions and those whole- 
some means for all needful instruction and improvement in 
Christian knowledge and practice, which our happy consti- 
tution will afford them. This is manifestly the present case 
at ■VValiingford and in its immediate neighbourhood, where 
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the Cliureh congi-egation has 60 far Increased that the people 
think themselves in a condition to make some suitable pro- 
vision for sending home for holy ordei^g, and for supporting 
a deserving young man, who lias been some time employed 
as a reader among them. They dare not presume upon tlie 
Society's assistance, further than to crave the liberty to apply 
for part of the salary granted to Middletown and "Walling- 
ford, should they in their goodness see fit to allow it. The 
people who belong to the congregation at "Wallingford, 
and live at some distance, have lately built themselves a 
small Church for tlieir greater convenience in the winter 
season, when their families cannot well attend at the other. 
I continue to officiate at Wallingford about once in six 
we,eks, which, by the reason of the distance of near thirty 
miles, and the needful care of my particular charge, is as fre- 
quent attendance as I am able to give. 
I am, Reverend Sir, the Society's 

And you*' most obedient servant, 

Edward "Wins low. 
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SKETCH OF THE SEABDET FAMILY. 



[Tbk following ekotch of the Senbnry family, famished at the rei^nest of the 
Editors, by ona of its desoendants, forius a part of the history of the Connecticut 
Church, in its brief nwrative relating to its Erst Bisliop. It posBCBsea also addi- 
Uonal interest &om its presentation of the remarkable fact (at least in this coun- 
try) of fonr BUCoeBsive generations having each furnished a Clergyman to the 
Chuteh. It may well bo questioned whether our ecolesiastieal annals afford any 
similar instance. If any name, therefore, may be considered as belonging to the 
history of the Church at the North, it is that of Seabury. We are glad to have 
it in oar power to present tha following irom the pen of a great-grandson of the 
Kshop.— Editobb.] 



The name of Seabury appears at a very early date in our 
Colonial history. The family came from England and set- 
tled first in the Colony of Massachusetts, and ^va8 thence 
spread to Connecticut and Kew-Yorb, John, Seabury, tho 
first of the name ia this country, resided in Boston in the 
"beginning of the seventeenth century. His son Samuel, horn 
in 1639, was a surgeon, and lived at Diixbury, Hass. He 
ia spoken of as a man of some note in his profession. 

Hia son, John Seahury, removed from Duxbury a little be- 
fore the year 1700, and settled at Stonington, Connecticut. 
In tho vear 1704 he exchanged his farm in Stonington for 
one in Groton, a email place on the Kiver Thames, opposite 
New -London, where he resided for many years ; removing, 
in the latter part of his life, however, to Hempstead, L. I., 
at which place he died, on the 17th day of December, 1759. 

Mr. John Seabury married, in 1697, Elizabeth Alden, a 
grand-daughter of the famous John Alden of the May Flower,' 
by whom he had eight children, and who survived him 
many years, dying on the 4th of January, 1771, at the ad- 
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vanced age of ninety-four. Slie was interred at Stonington, 
where it is recorded, on her tomtstone, that she lived to see 
tlie fourth generation of her descendants. 

From the religious customs of tlio colony -whore he was 
horn, as well as of that in which the greater part of his life 
was spent; from the ignorance and hatred of the Church, 
which, at that time, were in these places almost imiversal; 
and from the associations of Iiis marriage, we might naturally 
expect to find Mr. Seabury the staunchest of staunch Puri- 
tans. 

Accordingly, we are not surprised to read that he lived in 
the practice of the Congregationalist sect ; that he was a 
prominent member and Deacon of the Society of that per- 
suasion in Groton; and that he trained his son to be a 
preacher of tlie doctrines to which he himself had been 
trained to listen. 

Samuel, the fourth son of Mr. John Seabury, was bom at 
Groton, on the 8th of July, 1706. He was educated at 
Harvard College, graduating in the year 1724, at the age of 
eighteen years, and soon after graduating was licensed to 
preach as a Congregationalist minister. 

For several months during the year 1726, he preached to 
the Gongregationalists at North Groton, but in this position he 
could not long remain. The doctrine and order of the Church, 
hitherto almost unknown, were then beginning to emerge 
from the obscurity with which ignorance and prejudice Iiad 
shrouded them, and the Congregationalist minister of Groton 
was among the first who came within their light. 

The famous controversy between the president and pro- 
fessors and the trustees of Yale College, had but recently 
been followed by the conformity and ordination of Dr. Jolm- 
son and others, and their learned and pious illustration of the 
faith of the Church led many to reflection, and laid the foun- 
dation of the subsequent prosperity of the Church in Con- 
necticut, 

The study and reflection of Mr. Seabury convinced him of 
the invalidity of his orders; he declared himself a convert 
to the doctrines of the Church of England, and, in the year 
1731, crossed the ocean and received Episcopal ordination 
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from the Bishop of London. Returning to America, he soon 
afterward received a commission from the venerable Society 
for propagating the gospel in foreign parts, to exercise liis 
sacred functions in New-London, at a yearly compensation 
of sixty pounds, "with an arrearage or payment backward 
from the Feast-day of St. John the Baptist, -which was in the 
year 1730." 

The Eev. Dr. McSparren, a missionary of the Society, who 
resided for many years in the Narragansett Country, was 
probably the founder of the Chnrch in New- London, Ser- 
vices were held there by him, and a subscriptioa fund was 
started, so early as the year 1725, for the erection of " a 
Church or decent edifice for the service of Almighty God ac- 
cording to the liturgie of the Church of England, as by law 
established," but it was under Mr. Seabury that this Cliurch 
attained its first organization in a permanent form. He met 
with those gentlemen in New-London who had interested 
themselves in the establishment of the Church, on the 10th 
of April, 1733, and by the choice of "Wardens and Vestry- 
men, the parish was then first organized as " the Episcopal 
Church of New-London," the style which continued until 
the year 1741, when it begins to be designated as " St. James' 
Church," under which title it has attained its present flour- 
ishing condition. 

Mr. Seabury's eominission bears date in May, 1733, one 
month after the organization of the Church. In the autumn 
of the same year, the building erected by the parish was 
opened for divine service, and from that time for a period of 
abont eleven years, Mr. Seabury continued to ofiiciate there, 
faithfully guarding the infancy of the parish, which, in its 
maturer growth was subject to the ministrations both of his 
son and grandson, and in which his great-grandson also has 
more than once ofliciated. 

In the year 1743 Mr. Seabury was transferred by the Society, 
whose commission he held, to Hempstead, Long Island, a re- 
moval which was made at the rec[uest of the people of that 
place, and with his own consent. Here he spent the remain- 
der of his life, occupying a small farm, and adding the duties 
of teacher to those of pastor. 
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It was during bis residence at Hempstead that an effort 
was made to establish the Church in Dutchess County, and 
at the recLuest of certain gentlemen of that county, he wrote 
to recommend them to the care of the venerable Society. 
The Society replied by promising to establish a missionary 
there when there should be provision made for the erection 
of a Church building, and in the mean time directed Mr. 
Seabury to give the people of Dutchess as miicb of liia eare 
as was consistent witli his regular duties ; in accordance 
with which, Mr. Seabury for some time officiated at Fisbkill 
and probably at other places in the country, as opportunity 
offered. 

He is said to have preached his last sermon at 2^ew-Lon- 
don while on a visit to his relatives and former parishioners. 
He returned to Hempstead from this excursion, and being 
taken sick soon after, died on the 15th day of June, 1764, 
leaving behind him (says Dr. Chandler, in his life of John- 
son) a character that is held in high esteem, and an example 
that is worthy of all imitation. 

Mr. Seabury was twieo married ; the first time to Abigail, 
daughter of Mr. Thomas Mumford, of New- London, the sec- 
ond son of which marriage was Samuel, afterward Bishop of 
Oonneetieut and Ehode Island, who was born on tlie SOtb of 
November, 1729, and whose history requires a more extended 
notice than comes within the limits of this sketch. He was 
graduated from Tale College in 1748, and soon after was ap- 
pointed by the venerable Society a Catechist, to act under the 
direction of his father, at Huntington, a place about twenty 
miles from Hempstead, L. I. He subsequently studied 
medicine in the University of Edinburgh, acquiring a know- 
ledge which he found very useful in the course of his clerical 
ministrations. 

Whether he studied the medical science only with a view 
to this usefulness, as some have said, or whether be intended 
to live by the practice of it, is not known. However this 
may have been, he put aside his medical studies for the study 
of Theology; became a candidate for holy orders, and on Fri- 
day, December 21st, 1753, was ordained Deacon, by John, 
Bishop of Lincoln, acting for the Bishop of London, He was 
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admitted to priest's orders, by Eicliard, Bishop of Carlisle^ 
acting for the Bishop of London, on Sunday, the 23d day of 
Decemher, 1753, and was on the same day, hy Thomas, 
Bishop of London, licensed and authorized to perform tlie 
office of a priest in the Province of New- Jersey, in America. 
The venerable Society gave him the appointment of mission- 
ary at New-Brunswick, in that colony, and lie entered upon 
his datiea there in 1754. 

On the 12th of January, 1757, he was collated and induct- 
ed into the Parish of Jamaica, L. L, hy Sir Charles Hardy, 
Governor of New- York. 

By the mandate of Sir Henry Moore, bearing date Decem- 
ber Sd, 1766, he was instituted Eector of St. Peter's Church, 
in Weetcheater County, and, in pursuance of this mandate, 
was formally inducted to the ofEce, at Westchester, on the 
let day of March, 1767, by the Eev. Myles Cooper, D. D., 
President of King's College, New- York. 

In this parish he continued to officiate until the troubles of 
the Revolution interfered with Ids ministrations, firmly 
adhering, during this period, to hie loyalty to his Sovereign 
and his fidelity to his Church, he was at all times troubled, 
at one time seized and imprisoned, and finally, after an edict 
was published at New- York, making it death to support the 
King or any of his adherents, fifty armed men being sent 
into his neighbourhood to enforce the same, he shut up the 
Church, and, with difficulty, effecting his escape from West- 
chester, retired to tlie City of New- York, then in possession of 
the British. The returning forces of the patriots, whose tem- 
porary -withdrawal had afforded him the opportunity of es- 
cape, damaged his property to a considerable extent, subject- 
ing the members of his family to insult, and to tho breaking 
open and injuring the Church, 

It being impossible for Dr. Seabury* to resume his parish 
duties, he continued to reside, during the war, for the most 
part, in the City of New- York, where he supported himself 
by the practice of medicine. Ho also served as chaplain in 
the King's American regiment, to which position ho was 

' He WBa made Dodor of DMnity by tho University of Oxford, Deo. 15, Vin. 
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